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PREFACE. 


The  following  comment  was  not  drawn 
up  with  any  view  to  its  publication.  It 
was  o-nly  intended  for  the  pulpit,  at  the 
Thurfday's  ledlure  at  St.  Dunftan's,  and 
after  it  had  been  preached  would  have 
been  thrown  afide ;  for  the  author  is 
obliged  to  make  a  fermon  every  week, 
befides  the  le6ture,  and  he  had  no 
thoughts  of  fending  fuch  hafty  compo- 
fitions  to  the  prefs.  He  knows  that  they 
want  every  qualification  necelTary  to  make 
them  admired  in  this  polite  age  :  their 
manner  is  unfafhionably  plain  and  fimple, 
they .  have  nothing  ftudied  or  brilliant  In 
their  ftyle,  nor  delicately  nice  in  the 
method  ;  no  pretty  turns  of  wit,  or  ftriking 
antithefes  to  entertain  the  reader.  And 
the  matter  is  as  oppofite  to  the  eftablifhed 
tafte  as  the  manner  of  them.  They  are 
Vol.  IV,  A  not 
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4  not  in  the  Icart  indebted  to  the  boafted 
light  of  natur.^  they  borrow  no  orna- 
•  ^  ments  from  the  vceftrated  religion  of 
j  nature,  nor  do  they  receive  any  aids  from 
.1  the  moral  fcheme  ;  biit  they  are  the  plain 
honeft  truths  of  fcripture,  of  .tlie  chriftian 
chuVch,;  and  of  the  dhurch  of  England. 
And  yet  thefe  great  authorities' are  not  fuf- 
ficient  to  prote6l  them  from  contempt,  nor 
to  excufe  the  autho^  from  the  charge  of 
novelty.  He  is  very  fenfible  of  it.  .  He 
has  been  long  enough  acquainted  with 
the  received  opinions  of  the  age,  and  he 
cannot  expedt  any  kind  of  applaufe,  and 
he  thanks  God  he  does  not  defire  it,  from 
the  prefent  fet  of  great  .and  learned  men. 
If  you  are  doing  right,  -you  will  certainly 
be  cenfured  ;  and  if  you  refolva  to  do 
right,  you  muft  learn  to  neglect -cenfure  ; 
I  have  been  prevailed  on  to  negleft  it  by 
the  earneft  and  daily  repeated  importimity 
of  the  hearers  of  thefe  le6tures,  byAyhom 
I  was  determined  to  mak§  them  public. 
They  are  here  laid  before  the  world,,  as 
they  were  preached,  without  any  altera- 
tion ;  and  if  it  pleafe  God  to  make  them 
The  inftruments  of  doing  fome  fervice  to 
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the  fouls  of  mankind,  my  lofs  of  repu- 
tation as  an  author  will  be  fully  repaid. 
If  but  one  fingle  perfon  iTiould  find  reafon 
to  blefs  God  for  thefe  le6lures,  I  fhall  not 
lofe  my  end.  Although  I  hope  they  will 
be  ufeful  to  many ;  and  I  pray  the 
almighty  God  and  Saviour  of  the  world 
to  fend  them  out  in  his  grace  and  ftrength, 
and  to  accompany  them  abundantly  with 
his  divine  power,  and  then  his  glory  will 
be  the  more  difplayed,  if  any  mighty 
efFe6ls  fhould  be  produced  by  fuch  weak 
inftruments. 

Every  minifter  of  the  gofpel,  who  has 
any  zeal  for  his  mafter's  honour,  or  love 
for  the  fouls  of  men,  ought  to  exert 
himfelf  in  thefe  days  of  reproach  and 
blafphemy  :  for  we  are  funk  into  the  very 
dregs  of  the  latter  times,  in  which  it  was 
foretold  that  iniquity  fhould  abound. 
And  does  it  not  now  abound  ?  has  not 
his  majefty  (king  George  the  Ild.) 
complained  more  than  once  from  the 
throne  of  its  abounding?  has  not  the 
convocation  at  laft  (in  the  year  1755)  feen 
it,  and  publicly  confefled  the  abounding 
of  iniquity  ?  and  is  it  not  obvious  to 
A  ^  every 
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every  unprejudiced  fpcftator,  that  our 
people,  high  and  low,  are  totally  corrupt, 
not  only  in  morals,  but  alfo  in  principles  ? 
for  it  is  too  evident  a  truth  to  be  denied, 
that  we  are  departed  from  the  doctrines 
of  the  reformation,  and  yet  we  keep  up 
our  fubfcriptions  to  the  articles  and 
homilies  then  cftablilhed,  which  are  en- 
tirely founded  upon  the  certainty  of  the 
fall  of  mankind  in  Adam,  and  of  their 
recovery  in  Jefus  Chrift.  We  were  wholly 
ruined  by  the  one,  and  we  are  wholly 
faved  by  the  other.  The  fin  of  the  one 
was  imputed  to  us,  as  the  righteoufnefs  of 
the  other  is  imputed  to  us.  All  the  fcripture 
is  built  upon  thefe  two  truths,  as  well  as 
the  church  of  England.  But  no  fooner 
does  a  clergyman  venture  to  fpeak  out 
upoix-  thefe  points,  than  he  is  immediately 
branded  with  the  name  of  enthufiaft,  al- 
though he  has  declared,  in  the  mod 
folemn  manner  before  God,  his  affent  and 
confent  to  every  thing  contained  in  the 
articles  and  homilies  upon  the  fall  and 
redemption  of  mankind,  and  although 
the  very  perfons,  who  abufe  him,  have 
done  the  fame.    Urge  the  plaineft  pafTages 
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of  fcripture,  appeal  to  your  fubfcription, 
call  upon  reafon,  and  fummon  matter  of 
fa6t  to  bear  teftimony  to  the  fobernefs  of 
your  faith,  yet  you  cannot  avoid  an  hard  # 
name.  If  you  think  of  avoiding  it,  be- 
caufe  you  do  not  deferve  it,  you  will  find 
yourfelf  miftaken.  I  made  the  fame  mif- 
take,  and  fancied  myfelf  quite  fafe,  while 
I  had  the  fcripture,  and  the  church,  on 
my  fide  ;  until  I  found  that  a  ftrong  fuf- 
picionhad  gone  out  among  fome  mini- 
Iterial  clergy,  as  if  I  was  leaning  a  little 
matter,  and  inclining  as  it  were  fomething 
towards  enthufiafm.  And  they  fufpe6led 
this,  becaufe  I  did  not  lean  and  incline 
towards  them  or  their  doftrines  and  prac- 
tices ;  which  molt  certainly  I  did  not. 
Inftead  of  defending  the  jew-bill,  and  the 
marriage-bill,  I  rather  infixed  upon  the 
total  corruption  of  mankind  by  the  fal!, 
and  the  freenefs  and  fulnefs  of  redemption 
through  Jefus  Chrift,  and  the  neceffity  of 
the  grace  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  to  change 
and  renew  our  corrupt  hearts,  in  order  to 
difpofe  them  to  receive  the  benefits  of 
Chrift's  redemption,  and  to  enable  them 
to  live  a  holy  and  a  chriftian  life.  Thefe 
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do6lrines  are  now  dreffed  up  by  our  great 
men  in  a  bear-fkin,  and  baited  under  the 
odious  nick-name  of  Enthufiafm,  and  our 
people  begin  to  join  the  cry,  and  to  fancy, 
that  a  man  muft  be  a  little  tin6tured  with 
enthufiafm,  before  he  will  make  himfelf 
fo  ridiculous,  as  to  defend  thefe  exploded 
doftrines.  But  if  others  fear  a  nick-name 
from  this  quarter,  I  do  not.  The  minif- 
terial  clergy  are  welcome  to  call  me  what 
they  plcafe.  I  honour  their  reproach: 
for  I  find  myfelf  in  the  beft  of  company 
by  leaving  theirs.  The  whole. church  of 
Gc5d,  in  the  Old  Teftament  and  the  New, 
believed  and  adted  upon  the  truth  of  the 
do£trines  before-mentioned.  All  the  pri- 
mitive fathers  embraced  them.  The  mar- 
tyrs died,  and  fealed  the  belief  of  them 
with  their  blood.  The  proteftant  church 
has  with  one  voice  maintained  them.  And 
the  church  of  England  has  made  the 
acknowledgment  of  them  abfolutely  ne- 
ceflary  for  every  one  of  her  minifters,  and 
therefore  if  it  be  enthufiafm  to  acknow- 
ledge what  flie  has  made  neceffary,  then 
the  church  of  England  is  turned  enthu- 
fiaft;  and  her  beft  fons  are  the  ftrongeft 

enthufiafts. 


PREFACE. 


enthufiafts.  And  what  then  are  we  to 
think  of  thofe  court  divines,  who  expofe 
their  brethren,  and  ridicule  them  under 
the  difgraceful  name  of  Enthufiafts,  for 
no  other  reafon,  but  becaufe  we  make  a 
confcience  of  our  oaths  and  fubfcriptions, 
and  dare  not  rifque  our  eternal  falva- 
tion  for  any  prefent  honour  or  preferment. 

The  generality  of  readers  may  not  per- 
haps be  acquainted  with  the  true  ftate  of 
,the  cafe,  and  therefore  it  may  be  ufeful  to 
them  to  fhew  upon  what  footing  thefe 
doctrines  ftand,  which  are  now  exploded 
under  the  odious  name  of  enthufiafm.  I 
will  carry  my  enquiry  no  higher  up  than 
the  reformation  of  the  church  of  England, 
and  will  endeavour  to  convince  the  reader, 
that  if  we  are  enthufiafts  for  abiding  by 
the  do6lrines  of  the  reformation,  then 
thefe  perfons  muft  be  fomething  much 
worfe,  who  have  fubfcribed  to  thofe  doc- 
trines, and  yet  have  departed  from  them. 

The  fall  of  mankind  in  Adam,  their 
corruption,  their  forfeiture  through  and 
in  him  are  now  openly  denied.  But  hear 
what  our  church  fays  upon  thefe  points. 

In 
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In  the  office  for  public  baptifm,  we  have 
thefe  words,  '*  Forafmuch  as  all  men  are 
"  conceived  and  born  in  fin,  and  that 
"  our  faviour  Chrift  faith,  none  can  enter 
"  into  the  kingdom  of  God,  except  he  be 
*'  regenerate  and  born  anew  of  water 
«'  and  of  the  Holy  Ghoft."  Mind,  we 
are  conceived  in  fin,  and  then  born  in  fin, 
and  it  is  neceflary  to  be  born  anew  of  the 
holy  Spirit.  The  ninth  article  explains 
the  matter  thus  : 

"  Original  fin  ftandeth  not  in  the  fol- 
"  lowing  of  Adam  (as  the  Pelagians  do 
vainly  talk)  but  it  is  the  fault  and  cor- 
"  ruption  of  the  nature  of  every  man, 
"  that  naturally  is  engendered  of  the 

ofrspring  of  Adam,  whereby  man  is 
"  very  far  gone  from  original  righteouf- 
"  nefs,  and  is  of  his  own  nature  inclined 
^'  to  evil,  fo  that  the  flefh  lulleth  always 
**  contrary  to  fpirit." 

The  homilies  are  full  of  the  fame  doc- 
trine. The  fecond  part  of  the  fcrmon  on 
the  mifery  of  man  has  thefe  words,  "  Thus 
'*  we  have  heard,  how  evil  we  be  of  our- 
"  felves,  how  of  ourfelvcs,  and  by  our- 
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*'  felves,  we  have  no  goodnefs,  help,  or  fal- 
*'  vation,  but  contrariwife,  fin,  damnation, 
"  and  death  everlafting:  which,  if  wcdcep- 
"  ly  weigh  and  confider,  wefhall  the  better 
"  underftand  the  great  mercy  of  God,  and 
"  how  our  falvation  cometh  only  by  Chrift : 
"  for  in  ourfelves  (as  of  ourfelves)  wc 
"  find  nothing  whereby  we  may  be  dc- 
**  livered  from  this  miferable  captivity 
"  into  the  which  we  are  caft  through  tlve 
"  envy  of  the  devil,  by  breaking  of  God's 
"  commandment  in  oar  firft  parent  Adam. 
"  We  are  all  become  unclean,  but  we 
"  all  are  not  able  to  cleanfe  ourfelves,  nor 
"  make  one  another  of  us  clean.  We 
"  are  by  nature  the  children  of  God's 
"  wrath,  but  we  are  not  able  to  make 
"  ourfelves  the  children  and  inheritors 
"  of  God's  glory.  We  are  ilieep  that  run 
"  aftray,  but  we  cannot  of  our  own  power 
"  come  again  to  the  fheepfold,  fo  great  is 
"  our  imperfection  and  weaknefs." 

Thefe  words  want  no  comment ;  they 
defcribe  our  natural  corruption  by  the  fall 
in  fuch  clear  and  exprefs  terms,  that  all 
the  art  of  fophiftry  cannot  explain  them 
away.    I  will  confirm  their  teflimony  by 

two 
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two  bifliops  of  our  church,  that  by  the 
mouth  of  two  witnefles  the  truth  may  be 
eftablilhed.  Bilhop  Wilkins  on  prayer 
has  thefe  words, 

*'  All  the  pravity  and  bafenefs,  which 
**  fills  up  every  part  and  power  about  us, 
"  are  but  difFufions  of  our  original  cor- 
"  ruptions.  What  a  world  of  mifchief 
*'  is  there  in  our  feveral  parts  ?  our  wills, 
*'  afFe6lions,  our  tongues,  eyes  ;  and  yet 
"  all  thefe  are  but  as  little  rivulets  ;  the 

fountain,  or  rather  the  fea  that  feeds 
"  them,  is  our  corrupt  nature." 

Bifhop  Beveridge  lhall  be  my  other  au- 
thority ;  the  title  of  the  fourth  article  of 
his  private  thoughts  is  this, 

"  I  believe  that  I  was  conceived  in  fm, 
*'  and  brought  forth  in  iniquity;  and  that 
•*  ever  fmce  I  have  been  continually  con- 
*'  ceiving  mifchief,  and  bringing  forth 
*'  vanity." 

*'  This  article  of  my  faith  I  muft  of  ne- 
**  ceflity  believe,  whether  I  will  or  no  ; 
*'  for  if  I  could  not  believe  it  to  be  true, 
*'  I  Ihould  therefore  have  the  more  caufe 
"  to  believe  it  to  be  fo;  becaufe,  unlefs 
"  my  heart  was  naturally  very  fmful  and 
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*'  corrupt,  it  would  be  impofllble  for  me 
*'  not  to  believe  that  which  I  have  fo 
"  much  caufe  continually  to  bewail ;  or, 
"  if  I  do  not  bewail  it,  I  have  ftill  the 
*'  more  caufe  to  believe  it ;  and  there- 
*'  fore,  am  fo  much  the  more  perfuaded 

of  it,  by  how  much  the  lefs  I  find  my- 
"  felf  afFe6led  with  it.  For,  certainly, 
*'  I  mufl  be  a  hard  hearted  wretch  indeed, 
*'  fteeped  in  fm,  and  fraught  with  corrup- 
**  tion  to  the  higheft,  if  I  know  myfelf  fo 
*'  oft  to  have  incenfed  the  wrath  of  the 
*'  moft  high  God  againfl  me,  as  I  do, 
*'  and  yet  not  be  fenfible  of  my  natural 
*'  corruption,  nor  acknowledge  myfelf  to 
*'  be,  by  nature  a  child  of  wrath,  as  well 
*'  as  others.  For  I  verily  believe,  that  the 
*'  want  of  fuch  a  due  fenfe  of  myfelf,  ar- 
"  gues  as  much  original  corruption,  as 
'*  murder  and  whoredom  do  a6lual  poUu- 
*'  tion.  And  I  fliall  ever  fufpe£t  thofe  to 
"  be  the  moft  under  the  power  of  that 
"  corruption  that  labour  moft,  by  argu- 

ments,  to  diveft  it  of  its  power." 

"  And,  therefore,  for  my  own  part,  I 
*'  am  refolved,  by  the  grace  of  God,  ne- 
"  ver  to  go  about  to  confute  that  by  wil- 
*'  ful  arguments,  which  I  find  fo  true  by 

"  woe- 
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*'  woefal  experience.  If  there  be  not  a 
"  bitter  root  in  my  heart,  whence  pro- 
*'  ceeds  fo  much  bitter  fruit  in  my  life  and 
*'  converfation  ?  alas !  I  can  neither  let 
"  my  head  nor  heart  about  any  thing, 
"  but  I  ftill  ihcw  myfelf  to  be  the  fmful 
"  ofi'spring  of  fmful  parents,  by  being 
'•'  the   fmful    parent  of   a    fmful  ofF- 

fpring ;  nay,  I  do  not  only  betray 
"  the  inbred  venom  of  my  heart,  by  poi- 
"  foning  my  common  a6lions,  but  even 
"  my  mod  religious  performances  alfo 
*'  with  fin.  I  cannot  pray,  but  I  fm  ;  I 
"  cannot  hear,  or  preach  a  fermon,  but 
"  I  fin;  I  cannot  give  an  alni«,  or  rc- 
"  ceive  the  facrament,  but  I  fin  ;  nay,  I 
*'  cannot  fo  much  as  confefs  my  fins,  but 
*'  my  very  confeflTions  are  ftill  aggrava- 
^'  tions  of  them  ;  my  repentance  needs  tc> 
"  be  repented  of,  my  tears  want  wafliing, 
*'  and  the  very  wafhing  of  my  tears  needs 
"  ftill  to  be  waftied  over  again  with  the 
"  blood  of  my  Redeemxcr.     Thus,  not 

only  the  worft  of  my  fins,  but  even  the 

beft  of  my  duties,  fpeak  me  a  child  of 
"  Adam.  Infomuch,  that  whenfoever  I 
"  reflect  upon  my  paft  aftions,  methinks 

I  c?.nnot  but  look  upon  my  whole  life, 

"  from 
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"  from  the  time  of  my  conception  to  this 
"  very  moment,  to  be  but  as  one  conti- 
"  nued  a6t  of  fin." 

"  And  whence  can  fuch  a  continived 
"  ftream  of  corruption  flow  from,  but 
"  from  the  corrupt  ciftern  of  my  heart? 
**  and  whence  can  that  corrupt  ciftern  of 
"  my  heart  be  filled,  but  from  the  corrupt 
"  fountain  of  my  nature  ?  ceafe,  there- 
"  fore,  O  my  foul,  to  gainfay  the  power 
"  of  original  fin  within  thee,  and  labour 
"  now  to  fubdue  it  under  thee.  But  why 
**  do  I  fpeak  of  my  fubduing  this  fin  my- 
"  felf  ?  furely,  this  would  be  both  an  ar- 
"  gument  of  it,  and  an  addition  to  it, 
"  'Tis  to  thee,  O  my  God,  who  art  both 
*'  the  fearcher  and  cleanfer  of  hearts,  that 
*'  I  defire  to  make  my  moan :  'tis  to  thee 
"  I  cry  out  in  the  bitternefs  of  my  foul. 
"  O  wretched  man  that  I  am,  who  fhall 
*'  deliver  me  from  the  body  of  this  death  ? 
*'  who  fliall  ?  Oh  !  who  can  do  it  but 
"  thyfelf  ?  ,arire  thou  therefore,  O  my 
"  God,  and  lliew  thyfelf  as  infinitely  mer- 
"  ciful  in  the  pardoning,  as  thou  art  in- 
"  finitely  powerful  in  the  purging  away 
"  my  fins." 

Thefe 
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Thefe  words  fo  clearly  defcribe  the 
great  truth,  which  I  have  endeavoured 
to  eftablifh  in  the  following  le6lures,  that 
I  could  not  avoid  citing  them  at  full 
length.  And  now,  if  the  reader  will  fum 
up  the  evidence,  and  impartially  review 
■what  our  articles,  and  homilies,  and  our 
bifhops  have  taught  concerning  the  cor- 
rupt fallen  ftate  of  mankind,  he  will  cer- 
tainly acquit  us  of  the  charge  of  enthu- 
fiafm,  who  fay  nothing  more  than  they 
have  faid,  and  who  are  obliged  by  our 
fubfcriptions  to  fay  all  that  they  have 
faid. 

The  fecond  doftrine  of  chriftianit)^, 
which  is  now  ridiculed  under  the  name 
of  enthufiafm,  is  the  free  and  full  re- 
demption of  mankind  through  Jefus 
Chrift,  by  whom  we  are  juftified  from  all 
the  finfulnefs  and  miferies  of  the  fall. 

The  thirteenth  article  abfolutely  ex- 
cludes every  work  of  ours  from  having 
any  hand  in  juftifying  us,  and  ftates  the 
cafe  thus,  "  Works  done  before  the  grace 
*'  of  Chrift,  and  the  infpiration  of  his 
*'  fpirit,  are  not  pleafant  to  God,  foraf- 
*'  much  as  they  fpring  not  of  faith  in 

"  Jefus 
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**  Jefus  Chrift,  neither  do  they  make  men 
*'  meet  to  receive,  or  as  the  fchool  au- 
*'  thors  fay,  defcrve  grace  of  congruity; 
"  yea  rather,  for  that  they  are  not  done, 
"  as  God  hath  willed  and  commanded 

them  to  be  done,  we  doubt  not  but 
*'  they  have  the  nature  of  fm." 

The  title  of  the  fecond  homily  is  this, 
"  A  fermon  on  the  falvation  of  mankind 
"  by  ONLY  Chrift  our  Saviour,  from  fm 
"  and  death  everlafting."  This  homily 
*'  is  divided  into  three  parts,  the  laft  be- 
"  gins  with  thefe  words,  *'  It  hath  been 
*'  manifeftly  declared  unto  you,  that  no 
"  man  can  fulfil  the  law  of  God,  and 
*'  therefore  by  the  law  all  men  are  con- 
*'  demned  ;  whereupon  it  foUoweth  ne- 
"  celTarily,  that  fome  other  thing  Ihould 
"  be  required  for  our  falvation,  than  the 
*'  law  :  and  that  is  a  true  and  lively  faith 
*'  in  Chrift  bringing  forth  good  works, 
*'  and  a  life  according  to  God's  com- 
"  mandments.  And  alfo  you  heard  the 
"  ancient  fathers  minds  of  this  faying, 
*'  faith  in  Chrift  only  juftifieth  man,  fo 
*'  plainly  declared,  that  you  fee  that  the 
"  very  true  meaning  of  this  propofition 

"  or 


XX 


PRtFACE. 


*'  or  faying,  we  be  juftified  by  faith  in 
"  Chrift  only  (according  to  the  meaning 
*'  of  the  old  ancient  authors)  is  this :  we 

put  our  faith  in  Chrill,  that  wc  be  juf- 
"  tificd  by  him  only,  that  we  be  juftified 
"  by  God's  free  mercy,  and  the  merits  of 
*'  our  Saviour  Chrirt  only,  and  by  no 
"  virtue  or  good  works  of  our  own,  that 
"  is  in  us,  or  that  we  can  be  able  to  have, 
*'  or  to  do,  for  to  deferve  the  fame.  Chrift 
"  himfelf  only,  being  the  caufe  merito- 
"  rious  thereof." 

Bifhop  Reynolds  has  explained  the  doc- 
trine in  the  fame  manner  in  the  folio  edi- 
tion of  his  works  printed  1658,  p.  251. 

"  Juftification  that  is  by  faith  is  of  mccr 
*'  grace  and  favour,  no  way  of  work  or 
"  merit :  for  the  aft  whereby  faith  jufti- 
*'  fies  is  an  aft  of  humility,  and  felf-dere- 
*'  liclion,  and  holy  defpair  of  any  thing 
*'  in  ourfelves,  and  a  going  to  Chrift,  a 
"  receiving,  a  looking  towards  him,  and 
"  his  all-fufficiency  ;  fo  that  as  Mary  faid 
"  of  hcrfelf,  fo  we  may  fay  of  faith,  the 
"  Lord  hath  rcfpecl  unto  the  lowlinefs  of 
*'  his  grace,  which  is  fo  far  from  looking 
*'  inward  for  matter  of  juftification,  that 

"  itfelf 
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"  itfelf  as  it  is  a  work  of  the  heart,  to'  cre- 
"  ^tvr,  doth  not  juftify,  but  only  as  it 
"  is  an  apprehenfion  or  taking  hold  of 
"  Chrift.  For  as  the  hand  in  the  very 
"  receiving  of  a  thing,  muft  needs  firft 
"  make  itfelf  empty  ;  (if  it  be  full  before, 
"  it  mnft  let  all  that  go,  ere  it  can  take 
"  hold  on  any  other  thing)  fo  faith  being 
"  a  receiving  of  Chrift,  John  i.  12.  muft 
"  needs  fuppofe  an  emptinefs  in  the  foul 
"  before." 

My  good  Bifhop  Beveridge  is  of  the 
fame  opinion.  In  the  eighth  article  of 
his  private  thoughts  he  has  thefe  v/ords, 

"  'Tis  a  matter  of  admiration  to  me, 
"  how  any  one,  that  pretends  to  the  ufe 
'*  of  his  reafon,  can  imagine,   that  he 

fhall  be  accepted  before  God,  for  what 

comes  from  himfelf !  for  how  is  it  pof- 
"  fible,  that  T  fhould  be  juftified  by  good 
*'  works,  when  I  can  do  no  good  works 
"  at  all  before  I  be  juftified  ?  my  works 
"  cannot  be  accepted  as  good,  'till  my 
"  perfon  be  fo,  nor  can  my  perfon  be 
"  accepted  by  God,  till  firft  engrafted 
"  into  Chrift ;  before  which  engrafting 
"  into  the   true  vine,  'tis   impoflible  I 

Vdl.  IV.  B  "  ftiould 
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lliould  bring  forth  good  fruit,  for  the 
"  plowing  of  the  wicked  is  fin,  fays  So*- 
*'  lomon.  Prov.  xxi.  4.  Yea  the  facri- 
*'  fices  of  the  Vv^icked  are  an  abomination 
"  to  the  Lord.  Ch.  xv.  8.  and  if  both  the 
"  civil  and  fpiritual  aftions  of  the  wicked 

be  fin,  which  of  all  their  adtions  fhall 

have  the  honour  to  juftify  them  before 
*>*■  God  ?  I  know  not  how  it  is  with 
^'  others,  but  for  my  own  part  I  do  not 
"  remember,  neither  do  I  believe,  that 
"  I  ever  prayed  in  all  my  life  time  with 
**  that  reverence,  or  heard  with  that  at- 

tention,  or  received  the  facrament  with 
V  that  faith,  or  did  any  other  work  what- 

foever  with  that  j^ure  heart  and  fin- 
"  gle  eye,  as  I  ought  to  have  done.  In- 
*'  fomuch  that  I  look  upon  all  my  righ? 
"  teoufnelTes  but  as  filthy  rags,  and  it  is 
"  in  the  robes  only  of  the  righteoufnefs 
"  of  the  Son  of  God,  that  I  dare  appear 
"  before  the  majefty  of  heaven." 

1  leave  the  reader  to  make  his  own  re- 
marks upon  thefe  authorities  ;  for  if  he 
fhould  deny  the  truth  of  the  doflrine, 
which  they  maintain,  yet  he  cannot  pofli- 
bly  d^ny,  that  they  do  maintain  it,  and 

there- 
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therefore  if  we  are  enthufiafts  for  infift- 
ing  upon  the  free  and  full  redemption, 
of  mankind  through  Jefus  Chrift  by 
whom  we  are  juftified  from  all  the  mi- 
feries  of  the  mil,  then  our  articles,  and 
homilies,  and  the  moft  pious  and  learned 
of  our  bifliops,  have  not  only  led  the  way 
into  this  enthufiafm,  but  have  alfo  com- 
pelled us  to  walk  in  it ;  and  therefore  the 
hard  name  fhould  fall  upon  them,  and  not 
upon  us. 

There  is  another  do6lrine,  which  is 
mightily  ridiculed  at  prefent,  and  that  is 
the  neceffity  of  the  grace  of  the  holy  Spirit 
to  change  and  renew  our  corrupt  nature 
in  order  to  difpofe  us  to  receive  the  be- 
nefits of  Chrift's.  redemption,  and  to  en- 
?ible  us  to  live  a  holy  and  a  chriftian  life. 
This  is  at  prefent  the  very  touchftone  of 
enthufiafm.  If  you  feem  but  to  favour 
this  opinion,  you  are  immediately  fuf- 
pedled  of  being  a  little  brainfick,  and 
the  moment  you  fpeak  out,  you  are  fup- 
pofed  to  be  fit  for  Bedlam.  And  grave 
fober  moralifts,  nay  large  fojemn  divines, 
give  you  over  for  a  ruined  man,  and  your 
very  friends  begin  to  be  afraid,  that  you 
B  2  will 
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will  lofe  your  ufefulnefs.  This  treatment 
is  unaccountable,  and  I  believe  will  ap- 
pear fo  to  the  candid  reader,  if  he  will 
but  impartially  confider  the  tenth  article 
of  our  church. 

"  The  condition  of  man  after  the  fall 
"  is  fuch,  that  he  cannot  turn  and  pre- 
"  pare  himfelf  by  his  own  natural  ftrength 
**  and  good  works  to  faith  and  calling 

upon  God,  without  the  grace  of  God 
"  by  Chrift  preventing  us,  that  we  may 
*•  have  a  good  will  and  working  with  us, 
"  when  we  have  that  good  will." 

The  firft  part  of  the  homily  for  Whit- 
funday  has  thefe  words. 

It  is  the  holy  Ghoft,  and  no  other 
"  thing,  that  doth  quicken  the  minds  of 
"  men,  ftirring  up  good  and  godly  moti- 
'*  ons  in  their  hearts,  which  are  agree- 
"  able  to  the  will  and  commandment  of 
"  God,  fuch  as  other  wife  of  their  own 
**  crooked  and  perverfe  nature  they 
"  fhould  never  have.  That  which  is 
"  born  of  the  Spirit  is  Spirit;  as  who 
/"  fhould  fay,  man  of  his  own  nature  is 

fleflily  and  carnal,  corriipt  and  naught, 
**  fmful  and  difobedient  to  God,  without 

"  any 
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"  any  fpark  of  goodnefs  in  him,  without 
"  any  virtuous  or  godly  motion,  only 
*'  given  to  evil  thoughts  and  wicked 
**  deeds.  As  for  the  works  of  the  Spirit, 
"  the  fruits  of  faith,  charitable  and 
*'  godly  motions,  if  he  have  any  .at  all 
"  in  him,  they  proceed  only  of  the  holy 
"  Ghoft,  who  is  the  ONLY  worker  of 
*'  our  fan6tification,  and  maketh  us  new 
"  meninChriftJefus." 

To  the  fame  elfe6l  bilhop  Reynolds  in 
his  fmfulnefs  of  fm,  p.  1 40. 

"  Look  into  your  hearts,  and  you  fhall 
*'  find  a  very  hell  of  uncleannefs,  full 
"  of  deep,  and  unfearchable  deceit  and 
*'  wickednefs,  full  gf  hardnefs :  no  fins, 
"  no  judgements,  no  mercies,  no  allure- 
*'  ments,  no  hopes,  no  fears,  no  promifes, 
"  no  inftru£tions,  able  to  ftartle,  to 
"  awaken,  to  melt  or  fhape  it  to  a  bet- 

ter  image,  without  the  immediate  om- 
"  nipotency  of  that  God  which  melts  the 
"  mountains,  and  turns  ftones  into  fons 
"  of  Abraham." 

In  the  fame  ftrain  billiop  Beveridge, 
whom  I  admire  fo  much,  becaufe  he 
3,  "^^"^ 
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was  as  great  an  enthufiaft  as  myfelf, 
fays, 

Refolution  III. 
"  I  am  refolved,  that  as  I  am  not 
"  able  to  think  or  do  any  thing  that  is 
"  good,  without  the  influence  of  the  di- 
"  vine  grace  ;  fo  I  will  not  pretend  to 
"  merit  any  favour  from  God,  upon  ac- 
*'  count  of  any  thing  I  do  for  his  glory 
"  and  fervice. 

*'  And  indeed  I  may  very  well  put  this 
*'  refolution  among  the  reft,  for  fliould  I 
"  refolve  to  perform  my  refolutions  by 
*'  mine  own  ftrength,  I  might  as  w  ell  re- 
"  folve  never  to  perform  them  at  all  :  for 
"  truth  itfelf,  and  mine  own  woful  experi- 
"  ence  hath  convinced  me,  that  I  am  not 
*'  able  of  myfelf  fo  much  as  to  think  a  good 
"  thought :  and  how  then  fhall  I  be  able 
*'  of  myfelf,  to  refolve  upon  rules  of  holi- 
"  nefs,  according  to  the  word  of  God,  or 
*'  to  order  my  converfation  according  to 
"  thefe  refolutions,  without  the  concur- 
*'  rence  of  the  divine  grace." 

If  the  reader  will  weigh  thefe  autho- 
rities carefully  and  impartially,    I  am 
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very  certain,  that  he  will  acquit  me  of 
the  charge  of  enthufiafm  :  for  upon  their 
evidence  every  minifter  of  the  church  of 
England  is  bound  to  believe,  that  aJl 
men  fell  in  Adam,  and  that  free  and 
full  redemption  is  offered  to  all  men  in 
Jefus  Chrift,  by  whofe  good  Spirit  our 
fallen  nature  -is  to  be  rcllored,  and  we 
may  have  grace  and  pov/er  to  live  a 
holy  and  a  chriftian  life.  This  is  my 
faith.  In  this  I  hope  to  live  and  die. 
And  if  our  court  brethren  reckon  m& 
an  enthufiaft  for  embracing  it,  are  they 
not  diflenters  for  rejefting  it  ?  for  do  they 
not  difTent  from  the  articles  and  homilies 
of  their  own  church,  and  from  their  own 
fubfcriptions  ?  and  an  enthufiafl",  drefa 
him  up  in  ever  fo  ridiculous  a  light,  is 
a  more  amiable  chara6ter,  than  a  dif- 
fenter  of  this  ftamp,  who  fets  his  hand 
to  one  thing,  and  his  heart  to  another, 
who  fubfcribcs  to  what  he  does  not  be- 
lieve, and  who  has  moft  folemnly  engaged 
before  God  to  build  up  thofe  very  doc- 
trines, which  he  is  trying  to  preach  down. 
An  enthufiaft,  with  all  his  miftakes,  may 
be  an  houeft  man,  but  fuch  perfons  are — - 

what 
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what  fhall  I  call  them  ?  furely  not  ho- 
neft  men.  Reader,  give  them  their  pro- 
per name.  Suppofe  the  church  of  En- 
gland had  forced  us  to  fubfcribe  to  enthu- 
fiaftic  do6lrines,  and  we  were  enthufiafts 
enough  to  believe  them,  certainly  we  are 
lefs  blameable,  than  thefe  perfons,  who 
do  not  believe  them,  and  y§t  do  fubfcribe 
to  them,  rather  than  not  be  candidates 
for  the  high  honours  and  revenues  of  the 
church.  If  they  defpife  me,  I  fhall  not 
.envy  them.  Let  me  be  poor  with  a  good 
confcience,  and  let  them  be  rich.  Let 
me  be  a  defpifed  enthufiaft,  and  let  them 
be  highly  honoured.  May  God  make  me 
thankful  for  what  I  hope  for  in  the 
other  world,  and  let  them  enjoy  as  much 
as  they  can  get  in  this. 

And  now,  reader,  let  me  afk  thee  one 
plain  queflion,  and  I  beg  of  thee  to  an- 
fwer  it  impartially.  After  what  has  been 
faid,  doft  thou  really  take  me  to  be  an 
enthufiaft?  if  thou  doft,  only  confider, 
that  what  thoa  calleft  enthufiafm  in  me  is 
the  dodtrine  of  fcripture,  and  of  the  arti- 
cles and  homiles  of  the  church  of  England, 
and  of  her  foundeft  bifhops  and  minifters 
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in  her  better  days.  But  if  thou  givefl:  me 
this  hard  name,  becaufe  my  brethren  do 
not  preach  up  the  fame  dodlrines,  which 
I  do,  how  is  that  my  fault  ?  If  they  pay 
no  regard  to  their  fubfcriptions,  why 
fhouldeft  thou  load  me  with  reproach  for 
their  crime  ?  if  they  diffent  from  the 
church,  is  that  any  reafon  why  thou 
fhouldeft  diflent  from  it,  or  why  thou 
fhouldeft  think  the  worfe  of  me  for  not 
difTenting  ?  but  if  thou  wilt  neverthelefs 
call  me  an  enthufiaft,  without  any  reafon, 
nay  againft  all  reafon,  then  I  will  learn  to 
bear  it.  And  may  God  forgive  thee,  as 
I  do  from  my  heart,  but  I  pray  thee  read 
no  farther ;  ftop  here  ;  throw  the  book 
into  the  fire,  and  it  will  fave  thee  a  good 
deal  of  vexation ;  and  when  thou  art  more 
open  to  convi6lion,  perhaps  I  may  lay 
fomething  before  thee  that  may  be  of  fer- 
vice.    In  the  mean  time  farewel. 

But,  reader,  if  thou  doft  not  take  me 
to  be  an  enthufiaft,  I  thank  thee  for  thy 
good  opinion.  Perufe  the  following  lec- 
tures, and  compare  them  with  thedo6trines 
of  fcripture  and  of  the  reformation,  and 
I  doubt  not  but  thou  wilt  be  fully  con- 
vinced 
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vinced  of  the  antiquity  and  foimdnefs  of 
what  is  here  advanced.  Only  let  me 
give  thee  a  friendly  caution  againft  be- 
ing mifled  by  a  fet  of  infidel  writers, 
who  pretend  to  give  characters  of  books, 
•<\hich  they  never  read,  in  a  thing  cal- 
led The  Monthly  Review,  in  which  1 
have  feen  every  found  doftrine  of  chri- 
ftianity  ridiculed  and  blafphemed,  and 
every  damnable  herefy  openly  defended 
and  maintained.  I  expe6l  no  favour 
from  thefe  men.  I  defire  none.  To  be 
fpoken  of  well  by  them  "vrould  be  in- 
deed reproach  ;  their  abufes  will  do  m6 
fervice,  and  they  may  load  me  with  en- 
thufiafm,  I  will  carry  it  patiently,  and 
Avould  fufFer  any  infamy  or  torment  up- 
on earth,  rather  than  be  anfwerable  for 
their  horrid  blafphemies  againft  Jehovah 
and  his  Chrift.  And  I  hope,  reader, 
that  the  evidence,  which  I  have  laid  be- 
fore thee,  will  prevail  againft  the  fcan- 
dal  of  thefe  monthly  reviewers.  If  thou 
art  as  indifferent  about  what  they  fay 
of  me,  as  I  am,  it  will  not  move  thee 
at"  all  ;  but  thou  wilt  think  the  "better 
of  me  the  more  I  am  abufed  by  them. 

And 
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And  whenever  thou  feeft  an  author  de- 
graded 'and  vihfied  by  them,  if  thou  wilt 
take  my  advice,  buy  the  book,  depend 
upon  it  there  is  fomething  very  excellent 
in  it,  and  I  dare  promife  thou  wilt  never 
be  difaptpointed. 

I  have  nothing  more,  kind  reader,  to 
offer  thee  at  prefent,  but  to  commend 
thee  to  the  grace  and  blefling  of  al- 
mighty God,  who  will  I  hope  accom- 
pany thee  in  the  reading  of  thefe  lec- 
tures, and  render  them  the  means  of  mak- 
ing thee  more  thankful  to  Jefus  Chrift. 
And  if  thou  doft  indeed  receive  any  be- 
nefit from  them,  give  him  all  the  glory. 
I  expe6t  no  reward  but  to  be  remem- 
bered in  thy  prayers.  And  if  thou  wilt 
always  mention  me  in  thy  addreffes  to 
the  throne  of  grace,  then  I  ihall  be  bound 
to  pray  for  thee.  And  may  God  hear 
us  both,  and  enrich  thee  and  me  with 
all  his  graces  and  bleflfmgs  in .  heavenly 
things  through  Jefus  Chrift. 


A 

PRACTICAL  COMMENT 

OS  THE 

HUNDRED  AND  SEVENTH  PSALM. 


SERMON  I. 

Psalm  cvii.   i,  2,  3. 

O  pve  thanks  unto  the  Lord,  for  be  is  good :  for  his 
merry  endureth  for  ever  :  let  the  redeemed  of  the 
Lord fayfo,  whom  he  hath  redeemed from  the  hand 
of  the  enemy  :  and  gathered  them  out  of  the  lands, 
from  the  eajl,  and  from  the  weft,  from  the  north, 
and  from  thefouth. 

The  book  of  Pfaltns  rs  a  treafury  of  divine 
knowledge.  It  contains  a  complete  colle£tion 
of  facred  hymns,  which  were  compofed  in  praife 
of  the  bicffed  Jcfus — whofe  miraculous  birth — 
whofe  life  and  aftions — fufferings  and  death— 
refurre£tion  and  afcenfion — and  invcftiture  and 
fuprcme  power  on  the  throne  of  glory — his  ga- 
thering the  church  out  of  all  lands — and  proteft- 

ing 
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ing  it  to  the  end  of  the  world,  againft  its  ene-' 
mies — and  then  putting  it  in  poffeffion  of  eternal 
glory — are  the  fubjeQs  here  treated  of.  And 
they  are  the  mofl:  noble  and  elevated  fubjects  in 
themfelves,  and  befides  they  are  themoft  intereft- 
ing  to  every  believer.  Every  part  of  them  is  full 
of  wonder  and  miracle,  which  deferve  his  greater 
attention  and  efteem,  becaufe  each  of  them  was 
done  for  his  falvation.  And  the  author,  whg 
undertook  to  write  upon  thefc  fubjects,  has  not 
fallen  below  their  dignity  :  he  has  recommended 
them  to  us  by  all  the  graces  of  language,  and  the 
fubliniity  of  fcntiment.  His  poetry  is  worthy  of 
himfelf,  and  raifes  up  to  the  merits  of  that  ado- 
rable perfon  whom  it  celebrates :  for  it  came 
from  heaven.  The  Pfalms  were  not  the  compo^ 
iition  of  king  David,  or  tJie  flights  of  his  poetical 
imagination  ;  he  was  only  the  fcribe,  who  co- 
pied them  from  the  di£lates  of  the  all-wife  Spirit : 
they  are  indeed  the  infpiration  of  the  Almighty, 
w  hofe  the  matter  is,  and  from  whom  the  words 
themfelves  proceeded.  And  if  any  perfons  doubt 
of  it,  let  them  take  any  one  defcription  of  nature 
out  of  the  Pfalms  and  compare  it  with  what  the 
befi;  heathen  autiiors  have  faid  on  the  fame  fub- 
je£t,  and  they  will  fee  reafon  enough  to  be 
abaflied  and  confounded  at  the  abjedi:  poverty  of 
the  human  genius,  when  put  in  competition  with 
the  infinite  perfection  of  the  infpired  volume. 
And  how  fliould  it  be  otherwife  ?  the  heathens 

had 
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liad  no  fuch  fubjeft,  nor  no  fuch  Infpirer. 
They  were  ignorant  of  the  perfon  and  excellen- 
f:ies  of  the  great  deliverer  of  mankind,  and  how 
then  could  they  fing  his  praifes  ?  or  if  they  had 
known  of  him,  yet  they  had  no  infinitely  wife 
puthor,  no  eternal  Spirit  to  diftate  to  them  :  their 
higheft  poetry  was  but  the  work  of  men,  and 
of  very  ignorant  men  too  :  but  this  colle£lion  of 
hymns  was  indeed  the  work  of  God,  and  coming 
from  him,  it  is  as  much  fuperior  to  any  human 
compofition,  as  the  infinite  Author  is  fuperior  to 
his  creatures.  On  this  account  it  deferves  our 
grcateft  efteem  and  veneration,  and  we  cannot 
value  it  too  much  ;  fmce  we  have  here  a  richer 
treafury  of  heavenly  knowledge,  than  is  any 
where  elfe  to  be  met  with.  And  may  we  look 
upon  it  in  this  light,  and  treat  it  accordingly, 
may  it  be  our  continual  ftudy  and  delight,  until 
we  enter  into  the  fpirit  of  thefe  divine  hymns, 
and  reap  all  the  inftruftion  and  profit  from  them, 
which  God  intended  they  fliould  be  the  means  of 
adminillering  to  his  church. 

And  I  hope  the  fame  Spirit  who  recorded  this 
particular  hymn,  which  I  purpofe  to  explain  in 
the  courfe  of  thefe  lectures,  will  be  gracioufljr 
pleafed  to  accompany  us  in  the  explanation  of  it, 
and  to  give  us  his  bleffing.  He  left  it  upon  re- 
cord, as  a  lelTon  of  gratitude,  to  infpire  us  with 
thankfgiving  and  praife  to  our  bleffed  Saviour, 
and  we  always  want  to  be  ftirred  up  to  the  prac- 
5  tice 
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tice  of  this  duty.  Our  hearts  are  (Irangely  avcf  fc 
to  it — they  are  by  nature  unholy  and  unthank- 
ful— and  whatever  we  may  talk  of  our  fancied 
moral  re£titude,  and  how  pleafing  a  thing  it  is 
to  be  grateful  to  one  another,  yet  with  rc- 
fpe£l  to  God  we  are  not,  nor  is  it  pleafing  to  us 
to  endeavour  to  be  grateful :  for  we  are  always, 
every  moment  of  our  lives,  receiving  mercies 
from  God ;  but  how  few  moments  do  we  fpend 
in  making  proper  acknowledgements  for  them  ? 
and  they  who  endeavour  the  moft  to  be  fincerely 
thankful,  yet  often  find  their  affections  cold  and 
languid,  and  want  frefh  motives  to  warm  and 
inflame  them :  and  even  they,  who  have  the 
greateil  knowledge  of  the  abundant  mercies  of 
God  their  Creator  and  Redeemer,  and  have  a 
grateful  fenfe  of  them,  yet  freely  confefs,  that 
they  are  not  fo  grateful  as  they  could  wifh, 
and  it  grieves  them  to  find,  that  they  do  not  love 
God  in  fo  perfect  a  degree  as  they  ought  to  love 
him.  And  therefore  the  fubject  of  this  Pfalm 
will  be  ufeful  to  us  all :  we  all  ftand  in  need  of 
every  afTiftance,  which  can  help  us  to  render 
proper  thankfgiving  and  praife  to  our  fovereign 
Lord  and  Saviour.  And  the  holy  Spirit  here  of- 
fers us  his  afTiftance :  he  left  us  this  hymn  to  be  the 
means  of  infpiring  us  with  grateful  hearts,  and 
he  will  doubtlefs  accompany  his  own  means  with 
his  own  grace.  May  he  help  us  to  meditate  up- 
on it  with  devout  and  humble  tempers,  that  He, 

who 
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who  is  now  in  the  midft  of  us,  and  from  whom 
no  fecrets  are  hid,  may  difpofe  us  to  make  a 
right  ufe  of  his  facred  word,  and  may  pour  down 
his  grace  plentifully  upon  us,  filling  our  fouls 
with  praifc  and  gratitude  to  the  God  of  our  fal- 
vation. 

Before  I  enter  upon  the  diftinft  confideration 
of  the  feveral  parts  of  the  Pfalm,  I  judge  it 
will  be  ufeful  to  lay  before  you  a  general  plan 
of  the  whole,  that  you  may  afterwards  more 
readily  follow  me,  when  I  come  to  particulars. 
And  this  (hall  be  my  prefent  fubje£l.  Upon 
the  firft  reading  of  the  Pfalm  every  believer 
will  obferve  the  principal  fcope  and  defign 
of  it,  which  are  contained  under  thefe  four 
points. 

Firft,  We  are  called  upon  to  be  thankful  for 
redemption  in  the  three  firft  verfes. 

Secondly,  From  the  4th  verfe  to  the  33d, 
the  reafons  for  our  thankfulnefs  are  afligned, 
which  are  taken  from  God's  redeeming  us  from 
the  loweft  ftate  of  fin  and  mifery.  And 

Thirdly,  From  his  manner  of  protecting  us 
after  we  are  redeemed  and  brought  into  his 
church,  from  the  34th  to  the  42d  verfe.  And 

Fourthly,  In  the  two  laft  verfes  w^e  have 
the  application,  exhorting  us  to  ftudy  and  to 
underftand  thofe  mercies  of  redemption,  that 
we  may  be  full  of  thankfgiving  and  praife  for 
them. 
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This  is  the  general  plan.  The  Author  is  the 
holy  Spirit.  The  fubjeft  is  thankfgiving  to 
Chrift  the  Redeemer.  The  motives,  here  urged, 
to  incite  us  to  prasStife  this  duty,  are  taken 
from  the  many  great  and  ineftimable  bleflings 
of  redemption.  In  order  to  give  us  clear  and  juft 
ideas  of  this  redemption,  the  holy  Spirit  has  fe- 
lefted  four  images  from  nature,  to  reprefent  the 
exquifite  diftrefs  and  mifery  of  man  in  his  natu- 
ral ftate  ;  they  are  the  moft  ftriking  images, 
which  he  who  knows  our  hearts  could  fet  be- 
fore us,  and  they  are  fo  highly  finiflied,  that  they 
want  no  grace  or  ornament  which  infinite  wif- 
dom  itfelf  was  able  to  give  them.  He  compares 
us  while  we  lay  in  our  natural  fallen  ftate,  firft 
to  men  who  have  loft  their  way  in  a  defolate 
wildernefs,  and  are  ready  to  perifli  with  hunger  ; 
fecondly,  to  men,  who  are  fallen  into  the  pit  of 
darknefs  and  the  fliadow  of  death,  where  they 
lay  bound  in  mifery  and  iron ;  thirdly,  to  men, 
who  have  fuch  a  weak  and  viciated  appetite, 
that  they  loath  even  the  fmell  of  wholefome 
meat ;  and  fourthly,  to  men,  who  are  in  the  ut- 
mcft  diftrefs  at  fea  in  a  violent  ftorm.  Thefe 
four  images  put  together  make  a  complete  pic- 
ture of  our  miferable  fallen  condition  ;  and  the 
perfons  who  are  in  this  condition,  are  fuppofed 
in  the  Pfaim  to  be  brought  to  a  deep  fenfe  of  its 
mifery — they  feel  their  guilt,  and  dread  its  pu- 
niUmient — confcicnce  isavvakencdand  alarmed — 

and 
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and  the  fniart  and  anguiflu  of  it  grow  infupport- 
able.  This  feems  very  afflifting,  but  it  is  the 
work  of  God.  He  makes  them  feel  their  niifery, 
that  the  fcnfe  of  it  may  force  them  to  feek  rehef, 
where  only  it  is  to  be  found,  for  no  fooner  do 
they  fend  up  their  petitions  to  the  throne  of 
grace,  than  the  almighty  Saviour  inftantly  fends 
them  deliverance,  as  it  is  remarked  in  each  of 
thefe  four  inftances,  that  when  they  cried  unto 
the  Lord  in  their  ♦^rouble,  then  he  delivered  them 
out  of  their  diftrefs.  He  was  difpofed  to  grant 
them  help,  long  before  they  were  willing  to  re- 
ceive it.  And  fuch  was  his  redeeming  love,  fo 
abundant  were  the  riches  of  his  mercy  to  thofc 
diftreffed  objects,  that  he  not  only  delivered  them, 
but  alfo  bellowed  upon  them  every  manner  of 
thing  that  is  good.  Although  he  had  freely 
lifted  them  up  from  the  loweft  ftate  of  fin  and 
mifcry,  yet  he  never  once  upbraided  them  with 
their  former  wretchednefs,  never  withheld  his. 
loving  kindncfs,  nor  flopped  the  current  of  his 
favours;  but  pardoned  them,  andjuflified  them, 
and  ftill  went  on  fanclifying  them,  until  he 
placed  the  crown  of  eternal  glory  upon  their 
heads.  Oh  !  what  a  love  was  this  !  what  infi- 
nite mercy  was  it  to  take  ihefc  miferable  finners 
from  the  vileft  fink  of  corruption,  and  to  exalt 
them  to  be  the  moft  glorious  faints  in  heaven  ! 
Does  not  this  call  aloud  for  your  gratitude  ?  Is 
not  this  the  higheft  inftance  of  God's  redeeming; 
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mercy — of  that  very  mercy  which  is  faid  to  be 
over  all  his  works :  for  it  is  to  us  finners,  above 
them  all  in  degree,  and  beyond  them  all  in  du- 
ration. And  how  then  can  we  refrain  from  that 
jull:  tribute  of  praife,  which  the  holy  Spirit  calls 
upon  us  under  each  of  thefe  four  inftances  to  pay 
to  our  great  deliverer.  O  that  men  would  there- 
fore praife  the  Lord  for  his  goodnefs,  and  de- 
clare the  wonders  that  he  doth  for  the  children 
of  men.  After  thefe  four  inftances  of  man's  ex- 
quifite  diftrefs  and  mifery  by  nature,  and  of  his 
full  and  perfeft  recovery  by  grace,  the  Pfalmift 
goes  on  to  defcribe  the  flouriftiing  ftate  of  the 
gentile  church,  when  the  jewilh  ftiould  be  caft 
off  and  rejeded.  And  this  part  of  the  Pfalm  is 
like  the  preceding,  elevated  and  fublime.  From 
the  3 2d  to  the  39th  verfc,  the  chriftian  church 
is  reprefented  under  the  image  of  a  well-watered 
country,  where  the  face  of  nature  is  all  verdant 
and  blooming,  where  the  earth  produces  its 
grain,  the  trees  their  fruit  in  great  abundance, 
where  you  fee  plenty  fmiling  around  you,  and 
peace  fecuring  the  poffeffion,  and  grace  giving 
a  relifli  to  the  enjoyment  of  this  happy  fcene. 
God  thus  turneth  the  wildernefs  into  a  ftanding 
water — and  the  dry  ground  into  water-fprings, 
and  there  he  makcth  the  hungry  to  dwell,  that 
they  may  fow  the  field,  and  plant  vineyards, 
which  may  yield  them  fruits  of  increafe  :  he 
bleffeth  them  alfo.  Sec.     Such  is  the  gentile 
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church  but  the  jewifli,  now  caft  off  and  reje£ted, 
is  compared  to  a  defolate  wildernefs,  where  there 
is  neither  (landing  water,  nor  water-fprings, 
where  you  fee  nothing  growing,  not  the  leaft 
verdure  appears.  There  is  not  one  fingle  field 
fown  with  grain.  Not  one  flourilhing  tree  lifts 
up  its  fruitful  head,  neither  the  olive  nor  the  vine 
take  root  in  this  barren  foil,  fo  that  there  is 
neither  wine  to  make  glad  the  heart  of  man,  nor 
oil  to  make  him  of  a  cheerful  countenance. 
The  whole  profpeft  is  one  dry  defolate  wilder- 
nefs. 

And  this  part  of  the  Pfalm  is  fulfilled.  The 
chriftian  church  has  been  in  this  fiourlfliing 
condition,  and  the  jewifli  church  is  now  like 
a  fandy  wildernefs — neither  refreflied  with  the 
dew  of  heaven,  nor  mad#4"ertile  by  the  ftreams 
of  divine  graces  and  for  want  of  their  genial 
influence,  it  is  fo  parched  and  burnt  up,  that  no- 
thing grows  either  for  ufe  or  ornament. 

And  the  fame  gracious  Governor  and  Saviour 
of  the  world,  who  reje£ted  the  Jews,  and  call 
them  into  this  barren  wildernefs,  becaufe  they 
rejected  him,  and  caft  him  off  from  being  Lord 
over  them,  can  and  will  alfo  humble  us  in  the  fame 
manner,  if  we  be  guilty  of  the  fame  crime.  The 
prcfent  wretched  ftate  of  the  Jews  is  a  ftanding 
leffon  to  thofe  perfons,  who  will  not  receive 
Jefus  for  their  God:  and  may  his  grace  difpofc 
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them  to  make  a  right  ufe  of  this  leflTon,  left  it 
fhould  foon  be  exemplified  In  their  own  deftruc- 
tion  :  for  we  of  this  church  and  kingdom  have 
much  to  fear  from  our  national  infidelity.  Several 
churches  and  kingdoms  have  been  deftroyed  for 
this  crime,  and  the  holy  Spirit  in  the  39th  and 
40th  verfes  of  this  Pfalm  declares,  that  this  ig 
the  common  method  of  our  Lord's  providence, 
Whenever  a  people  after  various  calls  and  ad- 
monitions from  heaven  (and  we  have  had  many 
fuch  lately)  ftill  remain  incorrigible  in  their 
deiftical  opinions  about  Chrift's  divinity,  and 
their  treafonable  praftices  againft  him,  then  his 
good  Spirit  no  longer  ftrives  with  them,  but 
gives  them  over  to  a  reprobate  mind— And  again 
they  are  diminilhed  and  brought  low,  through 
oppreffion,  afRiftion,  and  forrow.  The  chriftians 
are  certainly  diminiflied  and  brought  low — they 
are  diminiflied  in  num.bcr,  and  brought  low  m 
circumftances,  infomuch  that  we  have  great 
reafon  to  apprehend  our  candleftick  may  be  foon 
removed,  and  the  light  of  the  pure  gofpcl  may 
fhine  no  more  among  us.  Were  it  not  that  our 
God  is  good,  we  might  expeft  to  be  finally  cut 
off :  but  the  mercies  of  Jefus  are  infinite.  He 
has  borne  with  us  long.  Oh  !  that  his  long 
fufFering  may  not  be  wearied  out,  but  may  have 
the  dcfircd  effe£t,  and  lead  us  to  repentance. 
So  iniquity  lhall  not  be  our  ruin.  Blefled  Jefus, 
fpare  us  a  little,  and  let  our  people  have  one 

more 
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more  offer  of  thy  grace  and  mercy,  before  the 
dcftroying  angel  be  fent  to  vifit  us,  and  cut 
us  off. 

After  this  ftriking  account  of  the  various 
ftates  and  revolutions  of  the  church,  there  fol- 
lows in  the  41ft  verfe,  a  moft  fweet  promife  to 
the  few  poor  followers  of  the  Redeemer — Yet 
fetteth  he  the  poor  on  high  from  affliftion — the 
poor  in  fpirit  he  removes  out  of  the  reach  of 
affli£lion — the  God,  in  wliom  they  truft,  will 
protect  and  keep  them  fafe  amidft  public  cala- 
mities. No  evil  fhall  come  nigh  to  hurt  them. 
When  a  nation  is  vifited  for  their  infidelity,  and 
is  fcourged  with  the  fliarp  rod  of  war  or  peftir 
Icnce,  then  the  deffroying  angel  fliall  have  no 
pov.-er  over  them.  Their  almighty  God  and 
Saviour  will  encamp  around  them ;  and  then 
fays  the  prophet,  "  Though  an  hoft  of  men 
"  were  fet  againft  me,  yet  would  not  my  heart 
"  be  afraid,  and  though  there  rofe  up  war  againft 
me,  yet  will  I  put  my  truft  in  him."  He 
truflcd  in  God's  promifes,  and  he  had  good 
reafon  :  for  he  has  engaged  to  be  an  impreg- 
nable wall  of  brafs  around  his  faithful  people, 
when  they  are  threatened  with  perfecution  or 
diftrefs:  and  muft  not  thefe  perfons  be  quite 
out  of  the  reach  of  evil,  who  are  furrounded 
with  a  brazen  wall,  and  the  Almighty  himfelf 
guards  and  defends  it  ?  and  this  was  his  promife 
to  Jeremiah,  and  through  him  to  every  believer 

in 
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in  the  fame  circumftances,  Jer.  xv.  20.  "  And  I, 
"  fays  God,  will  make  thee  unto  this  people  a 
"  fenced  brazen  wall,  and  they  (hall  fight  againft 
*'  thee,  but  they  fliall  not  prevail  againft  thee, 
"  for  I  am  with  thee  to  fave  thee,  and  to  deliver 
'f  thee,  faith  the  Lord,"  He  will  fave  and  de-» 
liver  his  people,  and  they  fhall  be  at  peace, 
while  the  reft  of  the  world  is  at  war :  for  he 
fetteth  the  poor  on  high  out  of  the  reach  of 
affliftion,  aqd  then  it  follows,  he  maketh  him 
houfliolds,  like  a  flock  of  flieep.  No  (hepherd 
can  watch  over  his  flock  with  a  more  tender 
care,  or  provide  better  for  their  welfare,  than 
the  great  fliepherd  and  biftiop  of  fouls  provides 
for  his  flock  :  under  his  moft  affectionate  and 
almighty  prdtedion,  each  of  them  is  fo  com- 
pletely happy,  that  he  can  truly  declare — "  The 
"  Lord  is  my  fliepherd,  therefore  can  I  lack 
"  nothing."  And  having  thus  experienced  the 
love  and  care  of  the  chief  flhepherd,  how  can 
they  withhold  from  him,  that  juft  tribute  of 
praife  and  gratitude,  which  he  demands  ? 

Thefe  are  fuch  great  and  weighty  points,  and 
we  are  fo  nearly  concerned  in  them,  that  we 
ought  not  to  pafs  them  by  unnoticed  :  for  our 
prefent  and  eternal  falvation  depend  on  our 
jntereft  in  them,  and  therefore  they  fliould  be 
conftantly  in  our  thoughts,  that  by  meditating 
upon  them  properly,  they  may  be  the  means  of 
infpiving  us  with  continual  gratitude.    And  the 
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holy  Spirit  recorded  them  in  this  Pfalm,  for  tliis 
very  purpofe,  and  every  believer  applies  them 
fo  the  fame  end.  His  redemption— the  guilt 
and  mifery  from  which  he  was  reedeemed — the 
free  grace  of  the  redeemer — the  great  and  end- 
lefs  bleflings,  which  he  purchafed  for  us  freely, 
and  which  he  bellows  without  money,  and  with- 
out price — bleflings  truly  ineftimable — in  this 
world  the  greateft  we  are  capable  of  receiving — 
in  the  next  world  the  higheft  he  has  to  give, 
and  of  the  fame  duration  with  himfelf,  even 
infinite  and  eternal  bleflings  ;  who  can  think  on 
thefe  bleflings  without  thankfgiving  ?  for  what 
muft  your  hearts  be,  if  there  be  any  little  dirty 
groveling  obje£t  upon  this  earth,  which  engages 
your  thoughts,  and  fixes  your  affeftions  in  pre- 
ference to  thefe  infinite  and  eternal  bleflings? 
Oh !  what  low  creatures  are  we,  notwithfl:and- 
ing  our  boafled  dignity,  and  fancied  rectitude  ; 
how  abjectly  bafe  are  we,  to  prefer  fliadows  to 
fubftance,  and  time  to  eternity  r  to  fpend  our 
lives  in  the  concerns  of  this  perilliiiig  world, 
and  to  have  no  thought  or  care  about  the  bufi- 
nefs  of  the  eternal  world  ?  this  is  fo  ii  rational 
and  abfurd,  and  fo  monftroufly  wicked,  tliar  it 
is  indeed  finking  ourfelves  below  the  beafts  that 
perifli.  And  although  never  did  more  men  ace 
this  low  part,  than  at  prefent,  yet  was  there 
never  more  boafting  of  the  dignity  of  human 
nature,    And  what  is  th?  worfl;  of  all,  oar 
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moral  reftltude,  and  our  other  high  metaphyfical 
notions  are  fo  far  from  fetting  us  right,  that  they 
indifpofe  us  to  receive  the  only  remedy  which 
can  cure  us.  Where  nature  fails,  what  can 
come  in  to  our  aid,  but  grace  !  and  the  grace  of 
God  is  now  an  exploded  opinion.  To  talk  of  it 
IS  mere  enthufiafm,  and  to  urge  the  fcriptures 
which  fpeak  of  it,  and  which  maintain  its  ne- 
ceflity,  this  is  called  religious  rant  and  madnefs  : 
for  the  metaphyfician  wants  none  of  the  aids  of 
grace  to  lead  him  into  all  truth,  nor  does  the 
moralifl  want  any  affiftance  from  grace  to  enable 
him  to  practice  the  whole  duty  of  man.  And  it 
can  be  to  little  purpofe,  to  perfuade  perfons 
under  thefe  ftrong  delufions  to  think  ferioufly 
about  their  redemption,  and  to  take  a  view  of 
their  mifery  without  it;  for  they  are  prejudiced^ 
They  love  and  cherifn  the  oppolite  opinions. 
And  to  work  upon  men  of  thefe  tempers, 
requires  fome  power  fuperior  to  human.  God 
alone  is  equal  to  it.  And  may  he  open  the  eyes 
of  this  deluded  generation,  that  they  may  be 
difpofed  to  hear  the  comfortable  doctrines  de- 
livered in  this  Pfalm,  and  to  receive  them  in 
fuch  a  manner,  that  they  may  fee  the  wonderful 
mercies  of  God  in  redemption,  and  may,  together 
with  the  righteous,  rejoice  and  give  thanks.  And 
when  this  great  and  happy  event  fliall  be  brought 
about,  may  our  almighty  God  and  Saviour  effect 
it  foon,  then  it  follows  in  the  ^id  verfe.  All  ini- 
I  quity 
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quity  fliall  flop  her  mouth.  The  advcrfai-y  fliall 
be  filenccd.  The  enemies  of  our  Lord,  feehi;.; 
his  tender  care  and  watchful  providence  over 
his  people,  and  finding  all  their  attempts  againft 
them  unfuccefsful,  fliall  hold  their  peace.  They 
fliall  be  filenced,  if  not  convinced.  They  fliall 
be  confounded  at  the  wonders,  which  the  Lord 
fliall  work  for  the  falvation  of  men,  and  fliall 
have  no  power  to  objeft,  either  to  the  Redeemer, 
or  to  his  redeemed  people—All  iniquity  fliall  flop 
her  mouth. 

0  !  that  will  be  an  happy  day  !  when  fliall  we 
fee  it  ?  when  fliall  iniquity  be  ftruck  dumb  ?  we 
hear  it  daily  in  our  ftreets  uttering  hard  fpeeches 
againft  the  Lord  and  againft  his  Chrift — againft 
them,  although  our  Lord's  divinity  befecuredby 
the  fundamental  laws  of  this  land,  yet  we  have 
volumes  upon  volumes  publiflied — againft  them 
the  more  polite  part  of  the  world  retail  the 
daring  blafphemies  of  thefe  volumes — and  againft 
them  the  common  people  begin  to  fuck  in 
greedily  the  blafphemies  of  their  fuperiors. 
When  fliall  we  fee  an  end  of  thcfe  impieties  ? 
O  God  let  it  be  foon.  Let  iniquity  foon  flop 
her  mouth,  and  let  it  never  be  opened  again,  to 
objeft  to  thofe  wife  and  gracious  methods,  by 
which  thou  haft  decreed  to  bring  many  fons 
unto  glory  through  Jefus  Chrift. 

1  am  now  come  to  the  43d  verfe,  where  the 
holy  Spirit  calls  upon  every  reader  to  meditate 

upon 
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upon  the  great  fubjefts  treated  of  in  this  Pfalm, 
"  Whofo  is  wife  will  obferve  thefe  things" — 
whoever  has  a  true  tafte  and  relifli  for  fpiritual 
matters,  and  is  bleffed  with  the  true  wifdom 
that  is  from  above,  he  will  obferve  thefe  things. 
He  will  make  his  remarks  upon  them  with 
judgment.  He  will  meditate  upon  them  often, 
ftudy  them  much,  and  delight  himfelf  in  them 
greatly  :  and  therefore  having  this  Pfalm,  and 
the  other  fcriptures  for  his  direction,  whereby  he 
may  inveftigate  and  trace  out  the  ways  of  pro- 
vidence, it  will  be  the  whole  bent  of  his  foul  to 
attain  this  wifdom.  And  there  is  no  part  of  the 
fubjeft,  which  affords  more  curious,  and  at  the 
fame  time  more  interefting  meditations,  than  the 
view  of  the  wonders  which  God  hath  done  for 
the  redemption  of  man.  Every  time  they  are 
judicioufly  reviewed,  we  fee  frefh  matter  for 
adoration  and  praife.  Our  hearts  grow  warm 
with  the  fenfe  of  them,  our  affeftions  kindle, 
and  our  love  to  our  moft  bleffed  Redeemer  is 
inflamed.  Whofo  is  wife  will  meditate  thus  to 
his  profit,  and  he  will  fo  obferve,  fo  remark  what 
he  hears  and  reads,  as  to  grow  the  wifer  for 
hearing,  and  the  better  for  reading.  And  would  to 
God  every  one  of  us  was  wife  to  obferve  the  great 
points  of  our  redemption.  The  holy  Spirit  call« 
upon  us  to  remark  them,  and  he  declares  that  we 
are  not  wife,  unlefs  we  obferve  them.  Whofo 
is  wife,  will  obferve  thefe  things.    If  this  be 

the 
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the  only  wifdom,  O  how  few  of  us  arc  wifc 
indeed — how  very  few  are  wife  in  the  judgment 
of  the  holy  Spirit.  Moft  of  us  are  wife  enougli 
in  other  matters,  and  are  deeply  read  in  what 
does  not  concern  us ;  but  in  this  great  point  wc 
are  very  babes.  We  have  not  learned  our  firft 
rudiments.  And  certainly  we  have  been  too 
long  children  in  underftanding  ;  it  is  now  high 
time  to  feek  for  wifdom,  and  there  is  no  wifdom 
worth  feeking  but  that  which  is  here  mentioned, 
riz.  fuch  wifdom  as  enables  us  to  underftand 
the  wonderful  works  of  God  in  our  redemption, 
and  then  difpofes  us  to  practice  what  we  under- 
ftand, and  further  gives  us  the  power  as  well  as 
the  will  to  live  up  to  it.  And  does  wifdom, 
true  and  perfeft  wifdom,  like  this,  grow  upon 
our  earth Hear  what  a  venerable  patriarch 
thought  of  this  matter,  "  But  where  lliall  wifdom 
"  be  found }  and  where  is  the  place  of  under- 
"  ftanding  ?  man  knoweth  not  the  price  thereof, 
"  neither  is  it  found  in  the  land  of  the  living," 
Job  xxviii.  12.  This  was  Job's  opinion.  If  you 
rcfufe  to  fubfcribe  to  it,  tell  us,  where  is  the  true 
wifdom  to  be  found  ?  is  it  taught  in  any  of  the 
fchools  of  modern  philofophy  ?  can  the  mcta- 
phyfician  foar  high  enough  to  the  regions  of 
this  wifdom,  and  bring  it  down  to  mortal  view  ? 
er  can  the  profelTors  of  Ethics  teach  it  us  among 
tlie  rules  of  their  morality  ?  alas  !  alas  !  it  is  far 
above  the  reach  of  their  higheft  attainments- 
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even  to  difcover  it,  and  much  more  to  pra£lice 
it :  for  the  fubjcfts  on  which  it  is  exercifed  are 
the  high  and  deep  things  of  God,  of  which 
philofophy  can  knovr  nothing.  The  great  apof- 
tie  gives  this  reafon  (i  Cor.  ii.  14.)  "  But  the 
"  natural  man"  (and  would  to  God  philofophers 
\vcrc  not  fucli)  "  rcceiveth  not  the  things  of 
"  the  fpirit  of  God  :  for  they  are  fooliflmefs 
"  unto  him  :  neither  can  he  know  them,  becaufe 
"  they  are  fpiritually  difcerned."  And  this  fpi- 
ritual  difcernment  is  the  wifdom  that  is  from 
above.  It  is  not  a  learned  attainment,  but  it  is 
the  gift  of  the  holy  Spirit,  and  the  proud  philo- 
fophcr  fo  much  difdains  to  feek  it  from  his  grace, 
that  he  calls  it  extravagant  enthufiafm,  even  to 
fuppofe  that  the  holy  Spirit  will  give  it.  But  if 
this  be  enthufiafm  the  fcripture  is  full  of  it. 
"  The  Lord,  fays  Solomon,  giveth  wifdom,  out 
"  of  his  mouth  cometh  knowledge  and  under- 
"  ftanding"  (Prov.  ii.  6.)  and  it  is  written  in  the 
prophets — "  And  they  fhall  be  all  taught  of 
"  God."  And  again  in  the  NewTeftamentj 
"  if  any  of  you  lack  wifdom?"  What  fhall  we. 
do— go  and  ftudy  fyftems  of  ethics,  and  read 
volumes  of  morality  ?  No.  We  muft  take  a 
method,  that  is  now  reckoned  the  higheft  mad- 
nefs  of  enthufiafm.  "  If  any  of  you  lack 
"  wifdom.  Says  St.  James,  let  him  afk  it  of 
"  God."  How  ftrangely  this  founds— Afk  it 
of  God,  what !  is  he  the  only  -  giver  of  this- 

wifdom  ? 
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vvifdom  ?  He  is.  For  he  giveth  to  all  men,  who 
alk  it  in  faith,  liberally,  and  upbraideth  not. 
Let  thefe  men,  who  are  wife  above  what  is 
written,  call  it  what  they  pleafe,  to  alk  wifdom 
of  God  ;  yet  thefe  promifes  are  clear  and  full, 
and  the  humble  chriftian  refls  upon  them,  and 
knows  them  to  be  infallible  :  for  he  has  expe-' 
rienced  their  truth.  And  may  the  almighty 
Spirit  fo  bring  down  and  humble  our  natural 
pride,  that  we  may  all  have  this  happy  experi- 
ence, and  may  find  the  lafl:  words  of  the  Pfahn 
verified  in  ourfelves — whofo  is  wife  will  obferve 
thefe  things,  and  they  fhall  underftand  the  loving 
kindnefs  of  the  Lord,  i.  e.  they  fhall  know  it 
clearly  and  fully,  and  they  fhall  have  a  lively 
fenfe  of  it  upon  their  hearts :  for  they  had  before 
made  their  remarks  upon  it,  and  had  laid  toge- 
ther their  obfervations,  and  had  applied  them  to 
ufe,  and  then  the  knowledge  became  experi- 
mental. And  the  original  word,  as  well  as  the 
meaning  of  the  palTage,  jufiifies  this  conftruc- 
tion  :  for  the  verb  which  we  render,  and  they 
fhall  underftand,  is  in  the  conjugation  hithpael, 
which  is  peculiar  to  the  facred  tongue,  and  which 
is  ufed  here  to  denote,  that  they  fliould  build 
ihemfelves  up  by  this  underftanding  ;  it  fliould 
produce  its  proper  efFefts  upon  themfelves,  and 
the  end  of  knowing  it  fhould  be  fully  anfwered. 
By  which  means  it  could  not  be  a  matter  of  mere 

fcience 
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fcience  or  dry  fpeculation,  but  would  produce 
many  great  and  blelTed  confequences — enabling 
them  to  tafte  and  fee  that  the  Lord  was  merciful, 
and  filling  their  hearts  with  thankfgiving  and 
praife  for  all  his  mercies. 

I  have  now  laid  before  you  the  general  plan 
of  the  whole  Pfalm — you  fee  the  great  fubjeft 
here  treated  of  is  redemption — and  the  proper 
difpofition  of  mind,  with  which  we  are  to  con- 
fider  it,  is  a  thankful  heart— and  the  holy  Spirit 
recorded  this  facred  hymn  to  be  the  means  of 
exciting  in  us  thankfulnefs.  And  may  his  grace 
and  bleffing  go  along  with  thefe  leftures  upon 
it,  and  bring  them  home  with  fuch  power  and 
evidence  to  your  hearts,  that  his  gracious  inten- 
tions in  recording  it  may  be  fully  anfwered. 
And  if  it  be  the  fmcere  defire  of  your  fouls,  if 
you  indeed  wifli  to  find  profit  from  thefe  lec- 
tures, then  I  will  only  detain  you,  while  I  give 
you  two  or  three  ftiort  exhortations,  relating 
to  the  general  plan,  which  I  have  laid  before 
you. 

The  firft  is  an  exhortation  to  the  reading  of 
the  Pfalm,  which  I  hope  you  will  frequently  do 
in  private.  It  is  an  abftra6l  of  the  whole  bible  ; 
for  the  two  great  fubjefts  of  the  Old  Teftament 
and  the  New,  are  man's  fin  and  mifery  by  nature, 
and  his  recovery  by  grace,  and  thefe  are  here 
clearly,  though  briefly  difcuffed.  You  will  there- 
fore 
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lore  greatly  profit  from  reading  it,  if  you  remem- 
ber the  four  chief  parts  of  what  it  confifls,  viz. 

Firft,  An  exhortation  to  thankfgiving,  in  the 
tln-ee  firfl;  verfes,  for  redemption. 

Secondly,  The  rcafons  -for  our  thankfgiving 
from  the  4th  to  the  33d  verfe,  relating  to  man's 
^niifery  before  redemption.  And 

Thirdly,  Reafons  relating  to  Chrift's  manner  of 
governing  the  church,  after  it  is  redeemed,  from 
the  34th  to  the  42d  verfe.  And 

Fourthly,  The  application,  exhorting  us  to 
fludy  and  to  underftand  thefe  mercies  of  re- 
demption, that  our  thankfgiving  may  flow  from 
a  grateful  heart.  The  more  you  read  the  Pfalm 
in  this  view,  the  better  you  will  underftand  it, 
and  the  more  reafon  you  will  find  to  admire  its 
excellencies.  And 

Secondly,  I  would  not  only  exhort  you  to  read  it 
nmch,  but  alfo  to  pray  for  that  humble  teachable 
temper,  which  alone  can  render  the  reading-  of 
■it  profitable  to  your  fouls.  It  is  the  word  of  God  ; 
it  is  the  inftru£tion  which  the  all-wife  Spirit  has 
])rovided  in  order  to  infpire  you  with  love  and 
thankfulnefs  to  your  moft  adorable  Saviour.  And 
when  he  vouchfafes  to  inftruft  you,  hear  with  all 
humility,  and  leai'n  of  him  the  words  of  eternal 
^itc.  Let  his  will  be  yours — his  commandments 
your  delight.  But 

Thirdly,  Let  it  be  chiefly  remembered  from 
whence  the  blefljing  of  all  is  to  come :  for  nei- 

VoL.  IV.  D.  ther 


54        HUNDRED   AND   SEVENTH  PSALW. 

thcr  can  tlic  humble  frame  of  mind,  ncJr  the 
benefit  arifing  from  it,  be  attained  by  our  own 
abilities.  They  muft  both  come  from  one  and 
the  fame  Spirit.  God  muft  firft  teach  us  the 
grace  of  humility,  and  then  enable  us  to  reap 
profit  from  it :  for  he  is  the  giver  of  every  good 
and  fpiritual  gift.  So  that  whenever  you  begin 
to  read  tliis  or  any  other  portion  of  fcripture,  if 
you  dcfire  it  fliould  be  profitable  to  your  fouls, 
ahva\  s  look  up  to  the  holy  Spirit,  and  dcfire  his 
gracious  affiftance.  This  was  the  prophet's 
method,  "  Lord  open  thou  mine  eyes,  that  I 
"  may  behold  wondrous  things  out  of  thy  law." 
And  thefe  wondrous  things  we  may  alfo  behold, 
if  we  read  the  law  of  God  as  he  did,  with  hu- 
mility and  prayer.  And  if  you  defire  to  fee  the 
"Xvonderful  wifdom  of  God  in  the  plan  of  youf 
redem]:)tion,  you  muft  ufe  the  prophet's  words — 
Lord  open  thou  mine  eyes  to  fee  it :  for  you 
could  no  more  fee  this  wifdom,  unlefs  the  day 
ftar  was  arifen  and  fhone  bright  in  your  hearts, 
than  you  could  fee  thefe  outward  objects,  unlefs 
the  light  of  the  fun  flione  in  your'eyes.  And 
'therefore  convinced  of  this,  let  fo  many  of  us  as 
lack  wifdcm,  now  aflc  it  of  God,  and  I  know  of 
no  words  more  fignificant  and  exprefllvc,  nor  yet 
more  devout  and  pious,  than  thefe  of  our  owh 
church,  which  I  fliall  apply  to  the  prefcnt 
©ccafion. 


O  al- 
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O  almighty  and  eternal  Spirit,  wlio  haft 
caufcd  this  facicd  hymn  to  be  written  for  our 
learning,  fend  down  thy  blefling  upon  ourftudics 
in  it.  And  grant  that  we  may  in  fuch  wife 
hear  it,  read  it,  mark,  learn,  and  inwardly 
digefl;  it,  that  by  patience  and  comfort  of 
thv  holy  word,  we  may  embrace,  and  ever 
hold  fafl  the  bletfcd  hope  of  evcrlafting  life, 
which  thou  haft  given  us  iii  our  Saviour  Jcfiis 
Chrift.  ^/«^.;. 


56 


HUNDRED  AND  SEVENTH  PSALM. 


SERMON  11. 

PSALM  C VII.    1,2,  3. 

O  give  thanks  unto  the  Lord,  for  he  is  good:  For  his 
mercy  endureth  for  ever  :  Let  the  redeemed  of  the 
Lord  fayfo,  zvhom  he  hath  redeemed  from  the  ha>td 
of  the  enemy :  and  gathered  them  out  of  the  lands, 
from  the  eaf,  and  from  the  zvefi,  from  the  north, 
and  from  the  fcuth. 

In  tlic  lafi:  lecture  I  laid  before  you  the  genC' 
ral  plan  of  this  facred  hymn.  The  great  fubjeG 
of  it  is  thankfgiving.  The  motives  to  induce  us 
to  be  thankful  are  taken  from  the  mercies  of 
God.  \Vc  are  bound  to  blefs  and  praife  his 
holy  name  for  every  inftanceof  his  goodnefs,  but 
above  all  for  that  ineftimable  inftance  of  his  love, 
in  redeeming  us  from  the  loweft  flatc  of  fin  and 
mifery,  and  then  freely  beftowing  upon  us  par- 
don and  peace  in  this  vi^orld,  and  eternal  life  and 
glory  in  the  next.  The  holy  Spirit  infills  chiefly 
upon  this  inftance,  trying  to  av^aken  in  us  fome 
fenfe  of  gratitude  for  thefe  bleffings  of  redemp- 
tion. His  arguments  are  the  moft;  likely  to  work 
upon  our  hearts,  and  therefore  I  will  endeavour 
to  open  and  explain  them,  truftiog  to  his  guL- 
^anccj  and  hoping  for  his  bleffing. 

And 
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And  may  he  now  take  all  our  hearts  into  his 
protection,  and  drive  away  every  vain  intruding 
thought,  which  would  either  diffipate  our  atten- 
tion, or  diftraft  our  affe£tions ;  and  give  us, 
O  holy  Spirit,  the  hearing  ear,  to  know  what  it 
is  to  be  thankful,  and  the  underftanding  heart  to. 
be  able  to  praftice  it,  that  when  we  finifh  our 
prefent  meditations,  we  may  be  the  better  for 
them,  and  may  be  the  more  difpofed  to  join  in 
praife  and  thankfgiving  to  Jefus  Chrifi:  our  mod: 
adorable  God  and  Saviour. 

The  holy  Spirit  has  fet  the  bleffings  of  redemp- 
tion before  us  in  fo  clear  and  flriking  a  light, 
.that  they,  who  are  not  affected  with  the  view 
of  them  in  this  Pfalm,  muft  be  dead  to  all  fenfe 
of  gratitude.  But  I  would  hope  there  are  not 
many  fuch  among  you.  Every  one  of  you  may 
not  perhaps  be  actuated  by  the  moft  lively  and 
warm  fentiments  of  thanks  to  your  blefled  Re- 
deemer, but  you  have  no  objection  againft  having 
your  hearts  more  inflamed  with  his  love ;  rather 
you  wifli  your  hearts  were  more  )nis,  than  they 
are  ;  and  that  your  affections  were  placed  and 
fixed  upon  him  with  more  delight.  Come 
then,  ye  who  are  thus  difpofed,  and  hear  how 
many  powerful  motives  the  holy  Spirit  has  ufed 
to  infpire  you  with  fincere  gratitude  to  the  God 
of  your  falvation.  "  O  give  thanks  unto  the 
*'  Lord — for  he  is  good — for  his  mercy  endureth 
"  for  ever."  Thus  he  begins  the  Pfalm,  calling 
•  2  upon 
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Upon  you  to  pr?.6l!cc  tlie  fwect  duty  of  thanTif- 
giving,  which  arifes  from  our  experience  of  the 
Redeemer's  mercies,  and  therefore  we  cannot 
but  rec'eive  great  dcliglit,  whenever  we  fo  re- 
member his  mercies,  as  to  find  ftill  ftronger  mo- 
tives to  blefs  and  praifc  him  for  them.  And 
this  is  what  we  are  called  upon  to  practice  in 
the  firft  words — O  give  thanks — and  the  duty 
maybe  thus  defined.  Thankfgiving  is  a  grate- 
ful expreflion  of  praifc,  arifing  from  an  heart 
fcnfiblc  of  the  mercies  of  redemption.  Becaufe 
I  llial]  always  ufe  the  word  in  this  fenfe,  I  muft 
defire  you  to  remember,  that  by  thankfgiving  I 
mean,  a  grateful  expreffion  of  praifc,  &c.  It  is 
fuch  a  grateful  exprciTion  of  praife,'  as  comes 
from  the  heart :  for  no  man  will  praife  God  until 
he  has  fomc  fenfe  and  perception  of  God's  mercy, 
and  praife  is  not  a  lip-fervice,  it  docs  not  confill 
in  uttering  a  fet  of  thankful  vv'ords ;  it  is  not  the 
prai-fe  of  the  mouth,  but  of  the  heart.  Religious 
praife  is  the  fervicc  of  the  affections,  and  flows 
from  true  and  hearty  love  to  that  objcft  which 
we  praife :  for  we  are  always  ready  enough  to 
praife  the  thing  that  we  delight  in.  Whatever 
is  the  dear  object  of  our  afl^cdtions,  on.it  we  are 
lavifli  enough  of  our  praifes.  The  heart  will 
command  all  the  faculties  to  be  where  its  trea- 
fure  is— attending  upon,  it  with  their  tributciof 
praife.  And  if  Jefus  the  Redeemer  be  our  tr<^a- 
furcj  then  we  fliall  conftantly  attend  upon  him 

with 
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with  the  praifes  of  a  grateful  heart:  but  he  can- 
not be  our  treafure,  until  Wc  dcfire  to  have  fonie 
intereft  in  him,  and  therefore  I  add  in  the  laft 
words  of  the  definition,  that  tho  heart  muft  be 
fenfible  of  the  mercies  of  redemption  :  for  it  is 
certain  we  cannot  be  difpofed  to  thank  God  for 
mercies,  of  which  we  have  no  defire  to  tafl:c, 
neither  indeed  will  we  thank  him,  unlcfs  we 
have  a  lively  perception,  and  are  perfcftiy  fen- 
fible of  his  mercies ;  confequently  our  thankf- 
giving  will  be  according  to  our  fonfe  of  them. 
If  we  find  him  beflowing  upon  us  great  and  nu- 
merous and  unmerited  favours,  then  our  thanks 
will  rife  in  proportion  to  what  we  experience. 
But  ftill  he,  who  has  no  fenfe  of  God's  n^crcies", 
can  have  no  motive  to  offer  him  any  thanks  :  be- 
caufe  thankfgiving  is  only  expreffing  with  the 
mouth,  and  the  other  faculties  what  the  hcait 
feels  ;  and  therefore  if  the  heart,  which  is  the 
fpring,  be  not  moved,  it  is  impolTible  the  other 
faculties  lliould  have  any  motion.  The  Pfalmifl: 
fays,  "  O  praife  the  Lord,  for  it  is  a  good  thing 
"  to  fing  praifes  unto  our  God,  yea,  a  joyful  and 
"  pleafant  thing  it  is  to  be  thankful:"  here  he 
fuppofes,  that  we  muft  firft  rejoice  in  the  mer- 
cies of  God,  before  we  can  find  it  a  joyful  and 
pleafant  thing  to  be  thankful  for  them;  bccaufe 
we  cannot  return  him  praifes  with  joy  for  that, 
in  wliich  we  have  found  no  joy.  It  is  as  im- 
polCblc  for  us  to  rejoice  in  that  thing,  of  which 

wc 
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we  have  not  an  affectionate  fenfe  and  perception, 
as  it  'vould  be  for  a  dead  man  to  rejoice  ;  and 
therefore  thankfgiving  can  arife  only  from  a 
grateful  heart,  which  is  fenfible  of  the  blefiings 
of  redemption. 

This  is  the  nature  of  the  duty:  the  reafons  for 
praftifmg  it  follow — O  give  thanks  unto  the 
Lord,  for  be  is  good — he  is  eflential  goodnefs, 
being  the  origin  and  fountain  from  whence  all 
created  goodnefs  flowed.  Goodnefs  in  the  Deity 
denotes  that  difpofition,  whereby  he  is  inclined 
to  communicate  happincfs.  It  was  owing  to  this 
beneficent  attribute,  that  he  created  the  beau- 
tiful fyilem  of  the  world  out  of  nothing,  and 
made  all  the  living  creatures  in  it  to  fliare  and 
partake  of  his  goodnefs  ;  and  therefore  after  he 
had  finiflied  the  works  of  creation  and  formation, 
he  pronounced  them  all  to  be  very  good.  And 
they  were  good,  and  they  continued  fo,  until  fin 
corrupted  them.  For  fm  brought  in  all  evil, 
which  is  the  oppofite  to  goodnefs,  and  then  the 
remembrance  of  God's  former  goodnefs  only  ag- 
gravated our  guilt,  and  made  our  evil  more  in- 
excufable  :  and  before  our  guilty  confciences 
could  be  fet  at  reft,  we  muft  have  a  firm  reliance 
upon  fome  more  amiable  attribute  than  good- 
nefs, which  we  finners  had  oflfend'ed  againft,  and 
which  does  not  imply  any  difpofition  to  forgive 
the  offence.  God  had  been  good  to  the  inno- 
cent, but  he  m  ift  be  juft  to  finners.    If  he 

had 
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had  freely  exercifcd  his  goodnefs  to  us  while 
innocent,  yet  wlien  we  ofiended,  we  put  our- 
felves  out  of  the  reach  of  his  goodnefs,  and  then 
juftice  took  place:  and  when  juftice  was  extreme 
to  mark  what  we  had  done  amifs,  what  could 
finful  wretched  man  hope  for?  nothing  from 
goodnefs :  becaufe  its  former  favours  had  been 
abufcd  and  repaid  with  ingratitude  ;  therefore 
guilt  and  mifery  muft  have  been  our  portion  for 
ever,  unlefs  fome  more  gracious  attribute  than 
goodnefs,  fliould  be  revealed  to  us,  and  therc- 
forx:  tlic  holy  Spirit  makes  mercy,  even  eternal 
mercy,  wait  upon  goodnefs,  that  it  may  become 
a  proper  fubjeft  of  thankfgiving,  "  O  give  thanks 
"  unto  the  Lord,  for  he  is  good,  for  his  mercy 
"  endureth  for  ever."  Goodnefs  was  ihewn  to 
the  innocent — mercy  is  for  the  guilty;  and  we 
can  thank  God  for  the  goodnefs  pf  creation, 
when  we  have  experienced  the  mercies  of  re- 
demption. Mercy  is  tlrat  difpofition  in  the 
Deity,  whereby  he  is  incliiiabic  to  relieve  the- 
miferabUt :  it  is  the  attribute  of  pity  and  com- 
paffion,  which  can  be  exercifed  only  upon  them 
who  are  in  diftrefs.  Mercy  has  for  its  object  fin, 
with  all  its  miferable  confcquences ;  and  it  is 
exercifed  in  removing  them  ;  and  the  perfon  by 
whom-it  is  exercifed  is  our  molt  compaflionate 
high  prieft  _Chrift  Jcfus,  to  whofe  niorcy  it  is 
owing  that  we  were  not  confumed :  for  when 
goodnefs  could  no  longer  employ  its  kind  offices 

for 
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for  us,  then  our  merciful  God  waS  pleafed  t9 
bring  into  cxccutio.:  that  gracious  plan  of  re- 
demption, which  had  been  contrived  before  all 
worlds,  and  by  which  many  fons  were  to  be 
brought  unto  glory.  The  holy,  blelTed,  and  glo- 
rious Trinity,  out  of  infinite  love  and  compaflion, 
were  pleafed  to  agree  upon  this  plan,  and  to  fuf- 
tain  diftin£l  offices  in  the  oeconomy  of  it,  and  as 
their  perfons  are  equally  infinite,  their  oecono- 
niical  actions  muft  confequently  be  equally  infi- 
jiite.  God  the  Father  covenanted  to  demand 
perfect  fatisfaftion  for  fin,  and  to  accept  the 
perfect  fatisfaction  made  by  the  obedience  and 
fufFerings  of  God  the  Son,  which  he  covenanted 
to  make  in  our  ftcad,  and  as  our  reprefentative 
in  the  human  nature.  And  God  the  holy  Spirit 
covenanted  to  render  the  obedience  and  fufFer- 
ings of  Chrift  effectual  to  believers,  and  by  his 
grace  to  carry  on  the  whole  Vv-ork  of  redemption 
in  their  hearts.  St.  Paul  affures  us,  that  the  co- 
venant of  grace,  which  is  the  fountain  of  all 
mercy,  was  made  before  the  foundation  of  the 
world,  and  this  he  repeats  in  feveral  of  his  cpif- 
tles.  The  Pfalmifl:  teaches  the  fame  doctrine, 
and  frequently  calls  upon  us  to  thank  God,  be- 
caufe  his  mercy  is  for  ever  and  ever — becaufe 
his  mercy  is  evcrlafting — and  in  the  text,  be- 
cauie  his  mercy  endureth  for  ever;  the  word 
endureth  is  inferted  by  the  tranflators  :  for  there 
is  no  verb  in  the  original ;  neither  in  flri£tnefs  of 
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fpeech  could  there  be  any :  becaufv'  t'lcre  was 
no  time,  wherein  this  mercy  was  not  exercifed, 
neither  will  there  be  any  time  when  the  exercifc 
of  it  will  fail.  It  was  begun  before  all  worlds, 
when  the  covenant  of  grace  was  made,  and  it 
will  contiiiue  to  the  ages  of  eternity,  after  this 
world  is  deflroyed.  So  that  mercy  was,  and  is, 
and  will  be,  for  ever,  and  finful  miferable  man 
may  always  find  relief  from  this  eternal  mercy, 
whenever  the  fcnfe  of  his  mifery  difpofes  hira  to 
feck  for  it.  And  does  not  this  motive  loudly 
call  upon  us  to  give  thanks?  becaufc  there  is 
mercy  with  God — mercy  to  pity  the  miferable — 
and  even  to  relieve  them — althou2;h  they  do  not 
dcferve  it :  for  mercy  is  all  free-grace  and  unme- 
rited love.  Oh  !  how  adorable  then  and  gra- 
cious is  this  attribute?  how  fweet  is  it  and  full 
of  confolation  to  the  guilty  ?  may  God  bring  all 
the  comforts  of  it  to  your  hearts,  and  if  you  de- 
firc,  if  you  would  know,  what  thefe  comforts 
arc,  afk  the  Redeemed  of  the  Lord,  and  they 
will  tell  you,  that  his  mercies  are  great  beyond 
dcfcription.  They  can  fay,  upon  their  own  ex- 
perience, that  they  have  found  the  mercies  of 
redemption  to  be  in  number,  in  value,  and  in 
duration,  more  and  greater  than  they  can  ex- 
prefs :  and  to  their  experience  the  holy  Spirit 
refers  you  in  the  2d  verfe.  The  redeemed  of  the 
Lord  fliall  fay  fo— they  fliall  fay  that  he  is  good, 
and  that  his  mercies  are  eternal.  What  then  is 
I  this 


64  HUNDRED  AKD  SEVENTH  PSALM. 

this  redemption  of  which  ihcy  fpeak  in  fuch 
liigh  terms  ?  and  why  do  they  make  it  the  chief 
fubje£i  of  their  thankfgiving  ?  the  reafon  fol- 
lows, becaufe  he  redeemed  them  from  the  hand 
of  the  enemy.  Mofes  has  given  us  in  the  law  a 
clear  and  full  idea  of  what  we  are  to  underftand 
by  the  word  ga/,  here  rendered  redeemed.  If  any 
pcrfon  either  fold  for  a  flave,  or  carried 
away  for  a  captive,  then  his  kinfraan,  who  was 
neareft  to  him  in  blood,  had  the  right  and  equity 
cf  redemption.  But  no  other  perfon  was  fuf- 
fcred  to  redeem.  And  fuch  a  kinfman  is  called 
the  redeemer,  when  he  paid  down  the  price  for 
which  his  relation  was  fold  to  be  a  flave,  or  paid 
the  ranfom  for  which  he  v.  as  led  captive.  And 
there  is  another  remarkable  infiance  in  the  law, 
wherein  it  was  provided,  that  in  cafe  any  perfon 
was  found  iiinrdered,  then  the  neareft  to  him  in 
blood  was  to  profecute  the  murderer,  and  to 
bring  him  to  juftice,  and  this  neareft  relation 
thus  avenging  the  murder  is  called  by  the  fame 
name  a  redeemer.  And  how-beautifully  is  the 
office  of  our  great  Redeemer  reprefented  under 
thefe  three  inftances  ?  he  was  to  us  fuch  a  Re- 
deemer in  fpirituals,  as  thefe  were  in  temporals: 
for  fm  had  brought  all  mankind  into  flavery  and 
captivity,  and  had  murdered  us.  We  are  flaves 
to  fin,  and  captives  to  fatan  :  St.  Paul  confeffes 
both — fold  unto  fin,  fays  he,  and  led  away  cap- 
tive under  the  }aw  of  fin.    And  in  this  ftate  of 
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bondage  and  captivity  wc  had  a  moll  cruel  ty- 
rant to  reign  over  us,  even  he  who  was  a  mur- 
derer from  the  beginning,  and  who  employed  us 
in  thofe  flavifli  ferviccs,  where  we  could  find  no 
peace  in  time,  nor  any  relt  to  eternity  :  for  he 
gave  us  no  wages  but  death — death  of  the  body 
to  this  world,  and  death  of  the  font  from  God 
in  the  next  world  for  ever.  O  miferable  man, 
who  fhall  deliver  thee,  who  flialt  redeem  thee 
from  the  body  of  this  death  ?  Thou  art  entirely, 
eternally  miferable  in  thyfelf ;  but  thou  maycli 
thank  God,  through  Chrifl:  our  I-ord,  that  there 
is  a  Redeemer  who  is  able  to  fave  thee.  He. 
has  every  qualification  which  the  law  required 
in  a  Redeemer,  and  he  is  befides  almighty :  for 
he  is  true  and  very  God,  equal  in  all  things  with 
the  Father  and  the  holy  Spirit ;  and  as  foon  as 
fin  was  in  the  world,  he  entered  upon  his  gra- 
cious ofiice  of  Redeemer :  for  he  was  the  lamb 
flain  in  type  and  figure  from  the  foundation  of 
the  world.  And  when  he  had  a  body  prepared 
for  him,  wherein  he  was  to  be  flain  indeed,  and 
was  made  flelli  of  our  flerti,  then  he  completed, 
the  legal  character  of  a  Rcdeem.er.  When  he 
was  pleafed  to  unite  our  human  nature  to  his 
divine,  then  he  was  neareft  of  kin  to  us.  By 
this  wonderful  union  he  became  our  brother,  and 
next  to  us  in  blood.  And  thus  he  was  perfeftly 
able  to  fulfil  the  law  of  our  redemption,  which 
fuffercd  none  to  have  the  right  and  equity  of 
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redeeming,  cxce])!  the  neareft  kinfman.  And 
to  this  our  God  condefcended.  O !  amazing 
inflance  of  his  divine  love.  That  God  fliould  be 
united  to  man  and  partake  of  our  human  nature, 
that  we  might  partake  of  his  divine,  this  is  the 
grcyt  myftcry  of  godlinefs.  We  can  never 
adore,  never  praife  him  enough  for  it,  becaufe 
by  it  we  receive  full  redemption.  This  mofl: 
high  God,  who  was  alfo  man,  united  in  one 
Chrift,  came  into  the  world  to  redeem  us.  And 
the  fame  perfon  being  both  God  and  man,  muft 
merit  for  us  as  God,  in  what  he  did  for  us  as 
man.  Accordingly  by  the  merits  of  his  obe- 
dience and  fuffcrings  he  paid  the  price  of  our 
redemption,  and  we  were  no  longer  the  fervants 
of  fin;  and  by  his  mofl:  precious  blood  flied  upon 
the  crofs,  by  his  death  and  rcfurfc<Slion,  lie 
overcame  both  death,  and  him  who  had  the 
power  of  death :  and  by  delivering  us  in  this 
manlier  from  flavery  and  captivity,  he  fulfilled 
the  third  pnit  of  the  Redeemer's  office:  for  fatan 
was  the  murderer  from  the  beginning,  who  had 
given  both  body  and  foul  a  mortal  wound  of  fin, 
Avhicli  was  certain  death,  and  eternal  mifery. 
And  the  Redeemer  came  to  avenge  the  murder. 
Ho  took  our  caufe  in  hand,  as  being  our  neareft 
kinfman,  and  it  coft  him  his  own  life  to  avenge 
ours.  Me  flied  his  own  blood  upon  the  crofs  to 
avenge  our  blood,  and  he  died  that  we  might  be 
brought  back  to  life,  and  then  he  rofe  again  to 

dcmoa- 


SERMON    II.  6.7 

(lemonftratc  his  viftory  over  the  infernal  mur- 
derer. And  he  has  now  all  power  in  heaven 
and  earth,  that  he  may  effectually  redeem  every 
one,  v^'ho  defires  to  be  freed  from  the  flavery  of 
fin,  from  the  captivity  of  fatan,  and  the  power 
of  death.  Such  is  our  all-fufficient  Redeemer  ! 
And  when  we  know  and  tafte  of  his  redeeming 
love,  how  can  we  then  forbear  to  be  thankful  ? 
lince  he  has  redeemed  us  from  the  hand  of  the 
enemy,  we  cannot  be  filent  in  his  praifes  :  we 
muft  fpeak  of  them.  He  has  been  fo  good  and 
gracious  to  us,  that  it  would  be  a6ling  againft  our 
ov^'n  fenfe  and  feeling,  if  we  did  not  praife  his 
holy  name :  for  we  were  in  vile  flavery  to  lin, 
and  he  redeemed  us — we  were  in.  cruel  captivity 
to  fatan,  and  he  redeemed  us — we  were  under 
the  power  of  death  temporal  and  eternal,  and  he 
redeemed  us.  And  can  we  poiTibly  forget  how 
mifcrable  we  were  in  ourfelvcs,  and  yet  hovir 
happy  we  are  become  in  the  Redeemer  ?  and 
while  we  remember  this,  what  muft  we  be,  if 
ever  we  ccafe  to  give  him  thanks  and  praifes  ? 
He  was  to  us  a  moft  bleffcd  and  moft  loving 
RcdeciiiCr :  for  that  he,  whom  all  the  heavenly 
hnft  adore,  Vvould  vouchfafc  to  look  down  with 
pity  upon  our  wretched  llate,  and  would  def- 
ccnd  from  the  throne  of  his  eternal  glory  to  vifit 
us  vile  fmners — flaves — and  captivcs---nay,  would 
become  our  brother,  our  ncarcft  kinfman,  that 
he  might  be  our  -lawful  Redeemei;---nay  more, 

would 
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would  come  to  fuffer  and  to  die  for  his  own  re- 
bellious creatures  ;  this  was  the  mofi  wonderful 
condefenfion  oi  our  Lord  Jefus.  And  ought  it 
not  to  endear  him  to  us  exceedingly  ?  fliould 
not  our  hearts  overflow  with  gratitude,  and  our 
tongues  inceflfantly  break  forth  into  praife  for 
fuch  unmerited  Io^'e?  O  mav  he  raife  our 
hearts,  and  exalt  our  alTeftions  from  every  lower 
objeft  to  the  contemplation  of  his  infinite  love! 
There  never  was,  nor  is  to  be,  any  love  like  our 
Redeemcr's  to  us  ;  happy  are  we,  if  there  be  no 
love  in  our  breafts,  like  what  we  bear  to  him! 
The  love  of  our  God,  coming  from  heaven,  tak- 
ing our  nature,  obeying  and  fuffering  in  it, 
bleeding  and  dying  upon  the  crofs  to  redeem  us 
— us  miferable  vile  finners,  here  is  all  that  we 
can  admire,  here  is  all  that  we  can  adore.  Je- 
fus our  Lord  claims  our  higheft  admiration,  our 
lowefl"  adoration  ;  fo  that  his  praifes  are  a  fub- 
jecl  which  can  never  be  exhaufted  :  for  they  are 
to  be  our  employment  and  happinefs  for  ever, 
and  we  become  fitted  for  them,  indeed  we  be- 
gin them,  by  our  prefent  thankfulnefs.  O  thou 
almighty  Saviour,  make  us  daily  ipore  and  more 
thankful,  that  by  the  continual  exercife  of 
thankfgiving  upon  earth,  we  may  be  prepared 
to  fing  the  praifes  of  our  redeeming  God  for  ever 
and  ever. 

The  next  motive  mentioned  in  the  3d  verfe, 
is  peculiar  to  us   heathen  nations,  viz.  that 

Chrift 
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Chrift   "  hath  redeemed  us  and  gathered  us 
"  out  of  all  lands,  from  the  eaft,  and  from  the 
"  weft,  from  the  north,  and  from  tlie  fouth." 
If  any  thing  can  inri)ire  us  with  gratitude,  this 
motive  fliould  prevail,  becaufc  we  cannot  but 
feel  the  force  of  it,  as  it  reminds  us  of  that  mi- 
fery,  from  which  we  in  particular  were  redeemed. 
The  Gentiles  had  wandered  from  God,  and  were 
fo  loft  and  bewildered  in  the  mazes  of  error  and 
fuperftition,  that  nothing  but  the  almighty  love 
of  our  Lord  Jefus  could  have  gathered  them  to- 
gether into  one  church.    All  the  heathen  world 
Jay  in  darknefs  and  in  the  fliadow  of  death,  un- 
til the  fun  of  righteoufnefs  arofe  upon  them 
with  the  bright  beams  of  the  gofpel :  they  were 
ignorant,  immoral,  idolatrous,  and  becaufe  they 
had  xio  defire  to  retain  God  in  their  memory, 
he  therefore  gave  them  over  to  a  reprobate  mind ; 
and  then  being  utterly  forfaken  of  him,  they  ran 
greedily  into  every  kind  of  impurity  and  abomi- 
nable uncleannefs.     St.  Paul  has  given  us  a 
melancholy  account  of  the  Roman  morals,  at  a 
time,  when  we  have  been  taught,  that  polite 
learning  flouriftied  among  them  in  its  higheft 
perfeaion.    Read  this  firft  chapter  to  the  Ro- 
mans, and  you  will  find  that  they  were  monfters 
of  impiety,  although  they  could  write  with  all 
the  elegance  and  beauty  of  claffical  learning. 
And  the  reft  of  the  heathen  nations  were  not 
indeed  fo  corrupt,  but  they  were  funk  as  low 
Vol.  IV.  E 
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in  ignorance  and  fuperftition  as  the  Romans,  and 
particularly  our  anceftors  in  this  ifland,  who 
were  poor  blind  idolators ;  they  ufed  to  wor- 
fliip  ftocks  and  ftones,  and  to  fall  down  before 
trees  and  groves.    And  when  the  face  of  the 
whole  earth  was  thus  covered  with  the  dark 
night  of  idolatry  and  immorality,  then  it  pleafed 
God  to  fend  the  day  fpring  from  on  high  to  vifit 
us.    Our  bleffed  Redeemer  came  to  call  us  out 
of  darkncfs  into  his  marvellous  light,  and  to 
gather  us  into  the  myftical  body  of  his  church, 
out  of  all.  lands,  from  the  eaft,  from  the  wed, 
from  the  north,  and  from  the  fouth.    His  church 
is  the  myftical  body,  of  which  he  is  the  head, 
and  whoever  partakes  of  his  redemption  mull 
be  gathered  from  the  world  into  this  myftical 
body,  and  muft  be  fo  united,  as  to  become  a 
true  living  member  of  it.    It  was  foretold  by 
Mofes — that  unto  Chrift  fliould  the  gathering 
of  the  people  be — he  was  to  gather  the  dif- 
perfed  into  one  body.    And  the  prophet  Ifaiah 
declares — "  the  Lord  God  which  gathereth  the 
*'  out-caftsof  Ifrael  faith,  yet  will  I  gather  others 
"  to  him :   for  I  will  gather  all  nations  and 
"  tongues,  and  they  fliall   come  and  fee  my 
"  g'^iy-"    Happy  for  us,  thefe  prophefies  arc 
now  fulfilled.     The  love  of  our  gracious  Re- 
deemer hath  gathered  fome  out  of  all  nations 
and  tongues  :  and  bleffed  be  his  holy  name  for 
that  he  is  daily  gathering  more,  who  come  to 
I        .  Chrift, 
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Chrlft,  and  fee  his  glory,  and  are  thankful.  O  that 
more  of  the  people  were  daily  gathered  unto 
him  !  we  ought  to  pray  earneftly  for  it,  becaufe 
there  is  no  falvation  for  them,  who  are  not  ga- 
thered into  his  myftical  body,  and  united  as 
clofely  to  it,  as  the  branches  of  a  vine  are  to  the 
flock  upon  which  they  grow:  for  I  am  the  vine, 
fays  the  Redeemer  himfelf,  ye  are  the  branches — 
abide  in  me,  and  I  in  you,  as  the  branch  cannot 
bear  fruit  of  itfelf,  except  it  abide  in  the  vine, 
no  more  can  ye,  except  ye  abide  in  me. 

From  hence  it  is  evident,  that  our  blcfied 
Redeemer  has  a  myftical  body,  into  which  all 
the  redeemed  are  gathered,  and  in  which  they 
are  living  members,  united  to  their  fovercign 
head,  enlivened  by  his  grace,  and  a£luated  and 
influenced  by  his  good  Spirit,  and  where  the 
Spirit  of  Chrift  is,  there  is  liberty — a  liberty  from 
error — a  liberty  from  fm  and  fatan — a  liberty  from 
death  and  the  grave,  fo  that  in  theliberty  where- 
with Chrift  hath  made  us  free,  there  is  full  and 
plenteous  redemption.  And  can  perfons  who 
partake  of  this  redemption  forbear  to  be  thank- 
ful-? it  is  impolTible.  While  they  have  a  lively 
fcnfe  of  the  Redeemer's  love,  they  ^uft  be 
fpeaking  hispraifcs;  and  they  will  fetain  this 
Jively  fenfe,  fo  long  as  they  remember  from  whence 
he  redeemed  them.  When  they  lay  difperfed  he 
gathered  them,  when  they  lay  in  ignorance,  he  en- 
lightened them.  When  they  were  in  the  groffeft 
E  2  idolatry, 
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idolatry,  he  converted  them  to  the  worfliip  of  the 
true  God.  When  they  vpere  in  the  fink  of  fin  and 
immorality,  he  brought  them  into  the  ways  of 
righteoufnefs,  pardoning  their  paft  offences,  by 
his  merits;  and  enabling  them  by  his  grace  to  pro- 
ceed in  the  work  of  fan£tification  :  and  having 
thus  gathered  thein  together,  he  united  them  to 
liimfclf,'  and  made  them  living  members  of  his 
inyftical  body  ;  and  in  this  happy  union,  how 
niany  fpiritual  comforts  and  bleflings  rnuft  they 
find  r  their  liearts  will  certainly  overflow  with 
love  and.  gratitude  to  their  mofl;  adorable  Re- 
deemer, and  it  will  be  to  them  indeed,  a  joyful 
and  pleafant  thing  to  be  thankful;  for  he  claims 
all  their  afre£tions — ihcy  would  live  only  to  him — 
and  therefore  it  would  be  really  offering  them 
%  iolencc  io  hinder  them  from  fpeaking  of  him 
with  the  mouth,  %\hat  the  heart  feels.    He  is  fo 
much  the  delight  of  their  fouls,  that  they  had 
rather  ccafe  to  breath,  than  ceafe  to  be  thank- 
ful to  their  deareft  Lord  and  Saviour.  Daily 
will  they  be  telling  the  wonders  of  his  redemp- 
tion, and  giving  thanks  and  honour  unto  him, 
fo  Jong  as  they  have  any  being-  And 

May  God  enable  every  one  of  us  to  join  our 
hearts  and  voices  with  theirs  in  giving  praife  and 
honour  to  our  redeeming  Lord.  And  having 
finlHied  the  paraphrafe  upon  the  three  verfes  of 
the  text,  I  come  now  to  call  upon  you  to  join 
your  thankfgiving  with  all  the  other  members 
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of  Chrift's  niyftical  body.  You  have  heard  what 
the  duty  is,  it  confifts  in  the  fervice  of  a  grateful 
heart,  which  is  perfeflJy  fenfible  of  the  divine 
love — having  not  only  experienced  God's  good- 
nefs,  but  alfo  his  mercy,  even  the  eternal  mercy 
of  the  covenant  of  grace,  being  redeemed  from 
the  flavery  lof  fin,  from  the  captivity  of  fatan, 
and  from  the  power  of  death,  and  thcfe  re- 
deem.ed  of  the  Lord  cannot  but  fpeak  \^  ith  gra- 
titude of  what  he  has  done  for  their  fouls,  efpc- 
cially  fuch  of  the  redeemed,  who  were  gathered 
out  of  all  lands,  who  were  fcattered  and  alien- 
ated from  God  by  fin,  were  in  heathen  idola- 
trous countries,  out  of  the  covenant  of  promife, 
and  without  hope  in  the  world — when  fuch  per- 
fons  are  made  to  partake  of  the  bleffings  of  re- 
demption, how  will  their  hearts  burn  within 
them  ?  how  will  their  affcftions  be  fired,  and 
with  what  a  pure  flame  will  the  fweet  inccnfe 
of  their  thanfgiving  afcend  up  before  God  ?  cer- 
tainly their  fenfe  of  this  redemption  will  fill  their 
fouls  with  love  and  praife :  for  they  will  find 
themfelves  fo  happy  in  giving  thanks  to  the  God 
of  all  mercies,  that  the  bent  of  their  minds  will 
always  turn  to  this  duty.  It  will  become  their 
perfe£l  delight  and  joy  to  be  employed  in  this 
part  of  devotion,  which  is  by  far  the  fweeteft  : 
for  when  an  heart  full  of  praife  and  gratitude 
pours  out  its  adoration  and  thanks  to  its-  God 
and  Saviour— Oh  !  how  delightful  muft  tfiis  de- 
votion 
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votion  be  ?  and  when  grace  heightens  it  and  fires 
and  inflames  our  hearts  with  the  ardour  of  divine 
love— Oh  !  how  heavenly  muft  this  devotion  be  ? 
it  is  indeed  the  higheft  to  which  we  can  arife, 
while  we  are  in  the  body,  and  it  mufl:  certainly 
be  the  moft  pleafing  and  grateful,  becaufe  it  is 
the  devotion  of  heaven  itfelf.  It  is  the  very  fer- 
vice  of  that  innumerable  company  of  faints  and 
angels,  who  (land  around  the  Redeemer's  throne^ 
and  join  their  hearts  and  voices  in  heavenly  har^ 
mony,  giving  thanks,  and  honour,  and  praife' 
unto  him  that  fitteth  upon  the  throne^  and  unto 
the  lamb  for  ever  and  ever.  And  muft  not  this 
be  a  moft  fweet  and  delightful  duty,  which 
makes  up  a  great  part  of  the  enjoyment  and 
happinefs  of  the  bleffed  in  heaven  ?  doubtlefs  it 
muft  even  here  be  exceedingly  fweet  to  thofe 
perfons,  who  hope  to  find  themfelves  happy  for 
ever  in  the  practice  of  it.  So  that  whoever  has 
the  true  chriftian  temper  will  be  always  giving 
thanks  to  his  redeeming  Lord,  and  will  aKvays^ 
in  fo  doing  find  fomething  of  that  pure  delight 
and  joy,  which  the  glorified  Spirits  in  heaven 
find,  while  they  fing  the  praifes  of  their  redeem- 
ing God, 

O  let  us  then  lift  up  our  hearts,  and  join  our 
voices  with  theirs  !  may  w^e  catch  fome  of  thofe 
heavenly  ftrains,  with  which  they  inceflantly  ce- 
lebrate Jefus  their  moft  adorable  Redeemer. 
And  if  we  can  catch  fome  of  their  fire,  we 

ftiall 
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fliall  then  feel  what  k'md  of  joy  it  is  to  be  truly 
and  lincerely  thankful  to  our  bleCTed  Lord.  O 
may  the  fpirit  of  grace  elevate  and  exalt  our 
affeftions,  and  raife  them  to  that  high  pitch  of 
thankfgiving,  which  mav  endear  the  duty  to  us, 
and  make  us  in  love  vvith  it  fo  long  as  we  live. 
God  grant  he  may,  that  my  application  may 
come  with  more  power  to  your  hearts,  and  I 
fliall  addrefs  it  to  two  different  forts  of  perfons. 
And 

Firft,  There  may  perhaps  he  fome  among 
you,  who  allow  thankfgiving  to  be  a  plcafant 
duty,  but  yet  you  find  in  yourfelves  no  dlfpofi- 
tion  to  pra£lice  it.  After  what  has  been  faid  of 
the  Redeemer's  love  to  men,  O  it  is  a  cutting  re- 
flection to  hear,  that  any  of  you  fliould  be  in 
this  cold  dead  ftate.  Would  to  God  there  was 
not  one  man  upon  earth,  mtrch  lefs  any  one  in 
this  place,  fo  infcnfibie  of  o.u'  Lord's  mercy  ! 
but  if  fuch  there  be,  the  holy  Spirit  calls  upon 
them  in  the  text  attentively  to  view  what  Chrift 
has  done  for  his  people.  The  bleiTmgs  of  his 
redemption  are  fufiicient,  not  only  to  awake 
them  that  are  afleep,  but  alfo  to  raife  up  the 
dead  in  fin  :  for  confider,  he  redeemed  them 
from  thofe  eaemies  who  had  them  in  vile  fubjec- 
tion  and  bondage.  They  were  fold  in  fin,  in 
flavery  to  their  own  natural  lufls  and  appetites- 
captives  to  fatan,  who  treated  them  cruelly,  put- 

ting 
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ting  them  upon  thofe  miferable  labours,  wherein 
they  could  work  out  nothing  but  their  own 
damnation—and  fin  and  fatan  had  delivered  them 
over  t-o  it,  putting  .them  in  the  power  of  death, 
temporal  and  eternal.  Such  was  their  wretched 
condition.  And  do  you  believe  it,  or  not  ?  if 
you  do  not,  you  oppofe  God,  and  his  holy  word, 
and  every  day's  experience.  If  you  do  believe 
it,  why  arc  you  not  thankful  for  redemption? 
there  can  be  but  one  reafon,  and  that  is,  you 
have  as  yet  no  fliare  in  the  mercies  of  the  Re- 
deemer. You  know  not  your  intereft  in' him  : 
for  if  you  did,  it  would  be  as  natural  to  offer  him 
thankfgiving,  as  it  is  to  breathe  :  and  fo  long  as 
you  withhold  it  from  him,  you  are  indeed  in  fla- 
very  and  captivity,  although  you  may  not  feel 
enough  of  your  mifery  to  make  you  wifh  for  re- 
demption. Sin  and  fatan  have  fo  deluded  you, 
that  you  choofe  to  continue  flaves  and  captives 
to  them,  rather  than  to  be  fet  at  liberty  by  Jefus 
Chrift.  And  having  no  defire  to  find  an  intereft 
in  his  redemption,  you  have  therefore  no  dif- 
pofition  to  be  thankful  to  him  for  it.  This  is 
a  moft  dangerous  ftate :  and  may  the  eternal 
Spirit  open  your  eyes,  and  fliew  you  the  dan- 
ger of  it,  that  you  may  flee  for  your  life  to  the 
God  of  all  mercy  and  forgivenefs,  and  may  find 
abundant  reafon  to  be  thankful  for  his  redeeming 
love ! 

5  But 
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But  I  would  hope  there  are  very  few  of  you 
thus  indifpofed  to  the  practice  of  thankfgiving-, 
and  therefore  I  turn  myfelf  whh  joy  to  thofe, 
who  are  difpofed  and  willing  to  be  thankful. 
You  have  heard  (my  chriflian  brethren)  of  the 
infinite  love  and  mercy  of  your  bleffcd  Saviour, 
and  how  by  his  free  grace  he  redeemed  you  from- 
the  hand  of  the  enemy,  and  gathered  you  out  of 
all  lands  into  his  myftical  body.  When  you  were 
fold  flaves  to  fin,  captives  to  fatan,  and  given 
over  to  the  power  of  death,  then  your  God 
vouchfafed  to  become  man  to  redeem  you  ;  he 
took  your  flefli,  for  the  law  required  that  the 
next  relation,  and  he  only,  fhould  be  the  Re- 
deemer ;  he  was  made  neareft  to  you  in  blood, 
that  he  m.ight  fulfil  the  character  of  a  lawful 
Redeemer.  The  almighty  ■  God,  the  creator  of 
all  things,  became  your  brother.  O  aftonifliing 
condefcenfion  !  and  he  paid  down  the  full  price 
for  your  redemption,  and  he  paid  it  with  joy, 
although  he  bled,  and  laid  down  his  life  for 
payment.  But  fuch  was  the  infinite  value  and 
merit  of  his  moft  precious  blood,  that  it  redeem- 
ed us  from  flavery,  redeemed  us  from  captivity, 
redeemed  us  from  the  power  of  death.  It  ob- 
tained for  us  the  moft  full  and  plenteous  redemp- 
tion, even  redemption  from  all  the  evils  of  fin 
in  this  world,  and  redemption  to  all  the  joys  of 
the  next  world,  for  ever  and  ever.    And  finding 

yourfelves 
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jourfelves  thus  redeemed  from  the  prefent  evils 
of  fin,  and  entitled  to  the  future  joys  of  heaven, 
how  can  you  forbear  to  give  thanks  to  this  moft 
bleffed  Redeemer  ?  while  you  find  his  graces  and 
comforts  in  your  fouls,  you  cannot  ccafe  praifmg 
him:  I  hope  your  praifes  will  never  ceafe,  but 
it  will  be  your  joy  and  delight  in  time,  as  it  is 
to  be  your  happinefs  to  eternity,  to  give  honour 
and  glory  to  the  lamb  who  was  flain,  and  has 
redeemed  you  unto  God  by  his  blood.  It  has 
been  the  fubje£l:  and  defign  of  this  difcourfe  to 
bring  you  into  this  thankful  frame  and  temper 
of  mind.  And  if  you  are  thankful,  if  you  do 
but  delire  to  be  thankful,  you  will  readily  join 
your  hearts  with  mine,  in  our  requefts  to  God, 
to  make  us  more  thankful,  faying, 

O  moft  adorable  God  and  Saviour,  we  befeech 
thee  to  fend  thy  blelTing  upon  what  we  have 
heard  this  day  out  of  thy  holy  word.  Endue  it 
with  thy  power  and  efficacy,  that  it  may  reach 
our  hearts,  and  may  be  the  means  of  making 
us  more  thankful  to  thee.  And  give  us  grace, 
bleffed  Lord,  to  grow  and  improve  in  thank- 
fulnefs,  and  let  thy  praifes  become  more  and 
Jnore  our  delight.  And  to  that  end  be  pleafed 
to  let  us  know  our  intereft  in  thy  great  redemp- 
tion, that  we  all  may  now  praife  thee  with  joy- 
ful lips,  and'  may  join  our  thankfgiving  with 
angels  and  archangels,  and  with  all  the  com- 
pany 
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pany  of  heaven,  to  laud  aad  magnify  thy  glori- 
ous name,  evermore  praifing  thee  and  faying, 
holy,  holy,  holy.  Lord  God  of  hofts,  heaven 
and  earth  are  full  of  the  glory  of  thy  redemption  : 
glory  be  to  thee  for  it,  O  Jefu  Chrift,  with  the 
Father  and  the  holy  Spirit,  to  whom  be  equal 
honour,  worfliip,  and  praife,  for  ever  and  ever. 
Amen. 


8c 
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Psalm  cvii.  4 — 10. 

They  wandered  in  the  wildernefs  in  a  foliiary  zvay, 
they  found  no  city  to  dzvell  in,  hungry  and  thirfty, 
their  Joul  fainted  in  them.  "Then  they  cried  unto 
the  Lord  in  their  trouble,  and  he  delivered  them 
mit  of  their  dijirejjes  :  and  he  led  them  forth  by  the 
right  way,  that  they  might  go  to  a  city  of  habita- 
tion. Oh  that  men  would  praife  the  Lord  for  his 
goodnefs,  and  for  his  wonderfid  works  to  the  chil- 
dren of  men  :  for  he  fatisfieth  the  longing  foul,  and 
filleth  the  hungry  foul  %vith  goodnefs. 

The  general  fubje£t  of  this  facred  hymn  is 
thankfgiving — the  motives  to  induce  us  to  be 
thankful  are  taken  from  the  mercies  of  redemp- 
tion. And  this  redemption  is  here  confidered  in 
fevcral  views,  according  to  the  feveral  diftreffes 
from  wliich  we  are  redeemed,  and  each  of  thcfe 
is  ufed  as  a  frefli  motive  to  heighten  our  grati- 
tude, and  to  inspire  us  with  more  praife  to  Jefus, 
our  moft  adorable  God  and  Redeemer. 

In  the  laft  leflure  I  confidered  the  three  firft 
verfes,  from  which  it  appeared  that  the  redeemed 
of  the  Lord  were  the  perfons  here  called  upon 
to  be  thankful :  they  were  redeemed  from  the 

hand 
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hand  of  tlie  enemy,  and  gathered  out  of  the  lands 
from  the  caft,  and  from  the  weft,  from  the  north, 
and  from  the  fouth,  and  while  they  had  any 
fenfe  of  thcfe  great  bleffings,  they  V/ould  never 
be  Client  in  his  praifes,  who  had  been  to  them 
an  almighty  delivercr.  The  holy  Spirit,  fpeak- 
ing  of  the  fame  perfons  in  the  fame  circum- 
iiances,  offers  them  another  motive  for  thank- 
fulncfs,  in  the  words  which  I  have  read.  It  is  a 
clear  and  convincing  argument,  and  I  hope  the 
infpirer  of  it  will  carry  it  with  convi£tion  to  your 
hearts.  He  knew  what  was  the  moft  proper  me- 
thod to  aftefl  vs,  and  he  will  certainly  accom- 
pany his  own  methods  with  his  own  grace.  And 
therefore  every  one  of  you  may  expeft  to  reap 
that  profit  from  this  fcripture,  which  the  holy 
Spirit  intended  it  fliould  be  the  means  of  con- 
veying to  the  faithful,  if  you  put  yourfelves 
under  his  guidance  and  feek  his  bleffing,  while 
I  am 

Firft,  Going  through  a  paraphrafe  upon  the 
words,  and  then 

Secondly,  Applying  them  as  a  motive  to  infpirc 
you  with  thankfulnefs. . 

And  firft.  The  words  relate  to  the  redeemed, 
and  defcribe  the  ftate,  which  they  were  in,  be- 
fore they  partook  of  the  bleflings  of  redemption  : 
before  they  were  gathered  together  out  of  all 
lands,  and  admitted  into  the  flock  of  the  great 
fliepherd  and  blfliop  of  fouls,  they  wandered  in 
A.;,  the 
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the  wildernefs,  where  they  were  neither  fed  in. 
green  paftures,  nor  led  forth  befide  the  waters  of 
comfort.  Their  fpiritual  ftate  was  fo  much  like 
the  natural  condition  of  a  dry  barren  wildernefs, 
that  the  fcriptures  commonly  defcribe  it  by  this 
name.  Ezekiel  calls  it  the  wildernefs  of  the 
people,  the  defolate  ftate  of  the  heathen  people, 
and  not  of  the  country — and  the  prophet  Ifaiah 
foretells  the  happy  change  of  this  defolated  ftate 
of  the  heathen  people,  when  the  holy  Spirit 
fliould  be  poured  upon  them  (xxxii.  15.)  "  until 
"  the  Spirit  be  poured  upon  us  from  on  high, 
"  and  the  wildernefs  be  a  fruitful  field."  When- 
the  abundant  ftreams  of  his  grace  (hould  defcend 
upon  the  heathen  world,  then  the  wildernefs  and 
the  folitary  place  fliould  be  glad,  and  the  defart 
fliouId  rejoice  and  bloffom  as  the  rofe  -it  ftiould 
bloflbm  abundantly,  and  rejoice  even  with  joy 
and  fmging.  But  before  this  bleffed  change  was 
made,  we  were  all  in  a  wafte  howling  wilder- 
nefs, where,  the  Pfalmift  fays,  we  wandered 
in  a  folitary  way,  for  by  fm  we  had  loft  the  way 
to  heaven.  All  flcfh — the  whole  human  nature, 
fays  Mofes,  had  corrupted  his  way  upon  earth — 
and  this  corruption  foon  difcovers  itfelf,  and 
breaks  out  very  early  in  life,  for  the  prophet 
declares,  that  as  foon  as  they  are  born  they  g'cr 
aftray,  and  when  they  grow  up,  they  have  no 
power  to  return  into  the  right  way  ;  but  are  like 
■feft  flieep,  which  can  never  of  themfelves  find- 
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the  way  back  again  into  the  fold,  after  they 
have  once  llrayed  from  it.  And  therefore,  in  the 
53d,  of  Ifaiah,  our  wretched  condition  is  repre- 
fentcd  by  this  image— All  we,  not  one  of  us  ex- 
cepted— all  we  like  flieep  have  gone  aftray — we 
had  wandered  from  the  fold  of  the  church,  had 
ftrayed  from  the  true  fliepherd,  and  got  out  of 
his  pleafant  and  fruitful  paftures  into  the  defo- 
late  wildernefs,  where  we  had  loft  ourfelves,  and 
could  find  no  way  out  of  it,  and  no  food  in  it  : 
for  while  all  the  heathen  world  wandered  in  this 
folitary  wildernefs,  they  were  hungry  and  thirfty, 
e\'en  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  their  foul  fainted 
in  them  :  for  want  of  food  their  ilrength  began 
to  fail  them,  and  they  were  even  hard  at  death's 
door. 

Now  if  you  confider  the  propriety  of  this 
image  only  in  its  natural  light,  it  is  very  ftrik- 
ing,  though  it  be  very  familiar,  Suppofe  a  per- 
fon  to  be  travelling  through  fome  defolate  un- 
inhabited country,  like  the  defarts  of  Arabia, 
and  unhappily  to  lofe  his  way,  and  after  wan- 
dering for  fome  days,  all  his  provifion  being 
gone,  his  fpirits  and  his  ftrength  fail  him,  hun- 
ger and  thirft  begin  to  prey  upon  his  vitals,  and 
no  hope  of  deliverance  from  any  human  means 
appearing,  his  foul  really  faints  in  him,  and  he 
gives  himfelf  up  to  defpair.  Is  not  this  a  fcenc 
of  exquifite  diftrefs,  and  fuch  as  a  perfon  of  the 
leaft  tendernefs  cannot  behold  without  being 

greatly 
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greatly  moved  with  pity  ?  for  this  miferable  tra- 
veller cannot  fupport  himfelf  much  longer ;  his 
diflblution  is  drawing  nigh;  he  already  fmks  under 
the  fatigues  of  mind  and  body,  and  famine  will 
foon  put  an  end  to  his  wretched  life.  And  if  you 
fliould  happen  to  be  pafling  by  this  way,  foon 
after  the  breath  was  gone  out  of  his  body,  and 
fliould  fee  his  ghaftly  appearance,  how  pale  and 
emaciated,  and  frightful  his  dead  corpfe  Icfoked, 
then  your  heart  would  melt  over  him,  and  you 
could  not  avoid  fliedding  one  compaflionate  tear. 
But,  how  much  more  fenfibly  would  his  death 
affc6t  you,  if  you  begun  to  be  apprehenfive  of 
this  fame  danger  ;  if  you  had  alfo  loft  your  way, 
were  without  food,  your  fpirits  and  ftrength  fail- 
ing, and  fcarce  any  hopes  left  of  your  finding 
the  right  way  again  ?  When  you  thus  made  his 
cafe  your  own,  your  concern  w^ould  be  double, 
and  you  would  be  in  the  utmoft  diftrefs  for  your 
own  fafcty,  feeing  before  your  eyes  an  unhappy 
fellow  creature,  who  pcrifhed  in  the  fame  cir- 
cumftances. 

Now  if  this  cafe,  which  is  only  a  temporal 
calamity,  and  to  which  de«th  will  put  an  end, 
would  naturally  move  our  pity,  and  excite  our 
compaffion,  how  much  more  fhould  the  fame 
cafe  in  fpirituals  affect  us  ?  becaufc  here  the 
calamity  is  endlefs,  and  death  does  not  finifli, 
but  rather  is  an  entrance  and  opening  into  eter- 
nal diftrefs  3  fo  that  if  the  cafe  in  common  life 

moved 
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moved  you  greatly,  then  this  in  fpiritual  life 
Ihould  move  you  infinitely  more.  Call  up  then 
the  fofteft  emotions  of  your  tendernefs,  and  com- 
paffion,  and  mourn  over  that  unhappy  perfon, 
whdfe  fpiritual  mifery  is  painted  out  and  repre- 
fented  by  the  loft,  ftafving,  and  dying  traveller 
in  the  wildetnefs.  You  miay  fee  froni  what  his 
body  fufFers,  how  much  the  foul  of  the  poor 
helplefs  fmner  is  to  fufPer,  who  has  loft  the  way 
to  heaven,  and  w-ho  wanders  in  fcarch  of  it 
without  any  guide  or  direftion,  and  after  all  his 
labour  and  pains  to  find  it  out,  wearied  and 
hungry,  and  fainting  for  thirft,  he  is  forced  to 
give  over  the  fearch  :  his  foul  is  ready  to  perifli, 
for  want  of  the  divine  fupport,  and  of  the  ftrcams 
of  divine  grace,  which  Chrift  and  the  holy  Spirit 
only  can  give,  and  which  are  as  neceflary  to  the 
life  of  the  foul,  as  meat  and  drink  are  to  the 
life  of  the  body.  And  if  none  be  foon  fent  to 
this  loft  finner  he  dies,  not  only  to  this  world, 
but  he  alfo  dies  from  God,  and  from  all  the 
glories  of  the  heavenly  kingdom — he  is  eternally 
ruined  and  undone.  Here  then  is  an  obje£l  a 
thoufand  times  more  miferable,  than  the  poor 
traveller  who  perifhed  in  the  wildernefs.  And 
can  you  behold,  how  it  is  poflible  for  you  (my 
brethren)  to  think  of  this  infinitely  more  mifer- 
able objeft,  and  not  to  be  infinitely  more  affe6led 
with  it  ?  doubtlefs  every  one  among  you,  who 
can  feel  for  others,  and  has  any  bowels  of  com- 
VoL.  IV.  F  paffion 
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paflion  in  him,  muft  mourn  over  this  unhappr 
man,  who  is  jull  falling  into  torments,  which 
know  no  intermilTion — no  end.     Oh  !    it  is  a 
dreadful  cafe,  beyond defcription  diftrcfbful— God 
grant  you  may  never  know  what  it  is,  to  be 
tormented  for  ever  and  ever  in  the  flames  of  hell. 
And  if  you  can  thus  pity  another  perfon  in  this 
diftrefs,  O  fliut  not  up  the  bowels  of  your  com- 
panion againft  your  own  felves :  for  this  is  in- 
deed your  own  cafe.    You  are  this  very  loft  ru- 
ined finner.    Every  one  of  you  is,  every  fon  of 
Adam  is,  in  this  wildernefs— in  it  you  have  loft 
your  way  to  heaven,  and  with  the  beft  of  your 
natural  abilities  and  reafoning  powers  cannot 
find  it  again  :  or  if  you  could  find  it,  yet  you  are 
not  able  to  walk  in  it,  becaufe  you  are  dying  of 
hunger  and  thirft,  whether  you  Jeel  it  or  not : 
for  you  have  no  food  from  Chrift,  who  fays,  I 
am  the  bread  of  life,  to  fupport  your  finful  fouls, 
and  therefore  you  muft  perifli  with  hunger,  and 
you  have  no  grace  from  the  holy  Spirit,  which  is 
the  water  of  life,  and  therefore  you  muft  perifli  with 
thirft.    This  is  by  nature  the  condition  of  every 
man  who  cometh  into  the  world — and  whoever 
thou  art,  who  baft  not  feen  thy  felf  in  this  condi- 
tion, thou  art  ftill  in  the  wafte  and  howling 
wildernefs.    Although  the  body  may  lodge  in  a 
palace,  yet  thy  poor  foul  is  in  a  defart :  for  if  thou 
haft  not  yet  found  thy  loft  eftate,  thou  haft  not  yet 
taken  one  ftep  toward  thy  recovery.  If  thou  haft 
4  not 
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not  feen  and  felt  thy  mifery— that  thou  haft  loft  thy 
way  to  heaven,  and  haft  no  merit  to  fupport  thee, 
no  grace  to  fan£tify  thee  ;  if  thou  haft  not  feen 
this.  Oh  miferable  man,  thou  art  blind  indeed. 
Thou  art  under  the  ftrongeft  delufion  of  fin, 
which  (hews  its  power  over  thee,  by  thus  obfcu- 
ring  and  darkening  all  the  faculties  of  the  foul. 
But  if  itfliouldpleafeGod  to  open  thine  eyes,  thou 
wouldft,  to  thy  amazement,  fee  nothing  around 
thee,  but  a  wafte  barren  wildernefs,  where  thou 
now  fancieft  nature  to  be  flouriftiing  and  fruitful. 
And  may  his  good  Spirit  indeed  enlighten  your 
underftandings,  and  fhew  you  evidently  your 
miferable  ftate,  that  there  may  be  raifed  in  your 
hearts  a  ftrong  cry  for  deliverance.    And  if  you 
find  any  prayer,  if  it  be  but  a  defire,  rifing  in 
your  minds,  to  accept  of  full  and  free  redemption 
through  Jefus  Chrift,  hear  how  comfortably  the 
holy  Spirit  exhorts  you  to  apply  to  him  in  your 
diftrefs,  as  it  follows  in  the  6th  verfe,  "  Then  they 
"  cried  unto  the  Lord  in  their  trouble,  and  he 
"  delivered  them  out  of  their  diftrefies."  They 
were  in  the  wildernefs,  had  loft  their  way,  had 
no  food,  were  perifhing,  they  could  only  cry 
unto  the  Lord  ;  they  had  no  help  or  hope  left, 
but  throwing  themfelves  upon  his  mercy  to  pray 
him  to  interpofe  in  their  behalf.    When  mifery 
brings  us  thus  to  know  and  feel  our  wretchednefs, 
then  our  deliverance  draweth  nigh  :  for  God  is 
always  more  ready  to  help,  than  we  are  to  pray 
F  2  to 
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to  him  for  help.    And  we  cannot  have  a  happier 
proof  of  his  readinefs  to  help,  than  in  his  fend- 
ing us  thofe  troubles,  which  fend  us  to  him,  and 
which  thereby  bring  us  deliverance.    And  we 
have  great  reafon  to  be  thankful  unto  him,  and 
to  kifs  the  rod,  whenever  its  chaftifements  dif- 
pofe  us  to  feek  his  face.    "  I  will  go  and  return 
"  to  my  place,"  fays  the  God  of  all  mercy,  in 
the  prophet  Hofea  v.  15.  "  till  they  acknow- 
"  ledge  their  offence,  and  feek  my  face,  in  their 
"  affliftion  they  will  feek  me  early."    How  full 
is  this  paffage  of  the  moft  tender  love  and  af- 
fe£tion  ?  you  fee  our  God  fends  affliftion,  even 
to  his  enemies,  with  a  defign  to  do  them  good  ; 
he  fuffers  them  to  fall  into  diflreffes,  from  which 
the  arm  of  flefli  cannot  deliver  them,  that  they 
may  be  brought  to  acknowledge  their  offence, 
and  to  feek  his  face,  who  is  almighty  to  deliver. 
And  whenever  outward  fufferings  produce  this 
inward  humiliation,  then  the  defign  of  them  is 
anfwered  ;  for  then  the  mind  is  rightly  difpofed 
to  look  up  to  heaven,  from  whence  only  com- 
eth  help  in  time  of  need.     And  they  cried  unto 
the  Lord  in  their  trouble,  they  faw  the  mifery  of 
their  fallen  ftate — they  felt  their  guilt  and  wretch- 
ednefs — they  found  lio  help  in  the  wildernefs  of 
this  world— and  deeply  abafed  and  thoroughly 
liumbled  with  the  fenfe  of  their  fmfulnefs,  they 
cried  unto  the  Lord  for  help :  and  Jefus  heard 
them.   The  God  of  love  heard  the  firft  figh  of 

their 
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their  broken  hearts,  and  before  they  cried  unto 
him,  he  was  at  hand  to  fave.  He  is  an  almighty 
Saviour,  whofe  love  is  as  infinite  as  his  power- 
he  is  always  ready  to  fave  unto  the  uttermoft. 
Whoever  feek  fliall  find  his  grace,  either  to  fliew 
him  his  guilt  andmifery,  or  efFe£tually  to  remove 
them.  And  if  any  of  you  are  now  fenfible  of 
guilt  and  mifery,  make  a  trial  of  his  redeeming 
love.  Go  to  him  with  the  fincere  defires  of  your 
hearts  to  be  pardoned  and  faved,  and  he  will  as 
foon  ceafe  to  be  God,  as  he  will  rejeft  you.  He 
will  not  call  you  out.  He  ftied  his  blood  for  you 
on  the  crofs — he  loved  you  more  than  his  own 
life— he  even  died  to  fave  you,  and  he  cannot 
caft  you  out.  If  you  defire  him  to  fave  you,  you 
are  faved  :  for  they  cried  unto  the  Lord  Jefus, 
and  he  delivered  tliem  out  of  their  diftreflfes— they 
had  nothing  to  offer  him  but  prayers  and  intrea- 
ties — they  could  only  cry  for  pardon  and  mercy — 
this  is  all  that  they  could  do,  and  all  that  he 
wants  :  for  fo  foon  as  they  cried  for  falvation,  he 
faved  them.  His  free  grace  led  them  forth  by  the 
right  way,  that  they  might  go  to  a  city  of  habi- 
tation. They  could  not  help  themfelves — they 
could  only  cry  for  help — and  fo  foon  as  they 
cried  to  him,  his  free-grace  brought  them  a  com- 
plete deliverance :  for  whereas  they  had  loft 
their  way,  he  brought  them  forth  by  the  right 
way :  his  good  fpirit  led  them  out  of  the  wil- 
dernefs  unto  him,  who  calls  himfelf  the  way, 

z  the 
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the  truth,  and  the  life,  and  in  him  they  found  an 
abiding  city,  whofe  builder  and  maker  is  God  : 
this  city  is  the  church,  which  Chrift  hath  pur- 
chafed  with  his,  own  blood,  and  whoever  is 
admitted  into  it,  and  is  a  true  living  member  of 
it,  can  want  no  manner  of  thing  that  is  good  : 
for  Jefus  Chrift  the  Redeemer,  the  head  of  the 
church,  has  provided  every  thing  that  can  make 
his  members  happy  in  time  and  to  eternity.  In 
time  they  have  his  good  Spirit  to  enlighten  them, 
and  to  fliew  them  the  way  out  of  the  wildernefs, 
bis  merits  to  juftify  them,  his  grace  to  fan£tify 
them,  they  are  holy  and  happy,  and  in  eternity 
they  will  enjoy  thefe  heavenly  bleiTings,  to  which 
they  have  already  a  fure  right  and  title  by  the 
merits  and  free  grace  of  Jefus  Chrift.  And 

When  fuch  perfons  remember,  what  they  for- 
merly were  in  themfelves,  and  what  they  are 
now  made  in  him,  how  can  they  forbear  to  be 
thankful  ?  how  can  the  redeemed  of  the  Lord 
be  filent  in  the  praifes  of  the  Redeemer ;  when 
they  confider  out  of  what  a  defolate  wiidfernefs 
he  brought  them,  when  they  were  loft  and  be- 
wildered in  it,  were  fo  hungry  and  thirfty,  that 
their  foul  fainted  in  them,  muft  not  the  very 
remembrance  of  thefe  bleffings  infpire  them 
with  thankfulnefs  ?  when  nothing  but  death  and 
endlcfs  ruin  lay  before  them,  he  was  pleafed  oi 
his  own  free  grace  to  hear  the  very  firft  cry, 
wliich  they  fent  up  to  him  for  deliverance,  and 

he 
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he  came  with  all  the  tender  mercies  of  our  God 
to  favc  them.  He  turned  the  vvildernefs  into  a 
paradife — he  put  his  revealed  directions  into 
their  hands,  and  fent  his  good  Sph-it  into  their 
hearts  to  enlighten  them,  and  to  lead  them  into 
the  right  way — he  gave  them  the  bread  of  life  to 
Jillay  their  hunger,  and  the  waters  of  grace  and 
comfort  to  quench  their  thirft — and  having  thus 
blefled  them  with  all  fpiritual  bleffmgs,  how  can 
they--how  is  it  poffible  they  fhould  be  filent  in  his 
praifes  ?  while  th-eir  hearts  are  full  of  gratitude  to 
him,  fliall  they  not  be  telling  witb  their  mouths  of 
the  wonders  which  he  hath  done  for  their  fal- 
vation  ?  doubtlefs,  they  will  be  fpeaking  of  their 
moft  adorable  Redeemer  all  the  day  long  :  for 
this  is  fo  juft  a  tribute  of  praife,  it  is  fo  eafy  and 
pleafant  a  return ;  and  befides,  it  is  the  only 
return  we  can  make  for  his  ineftimable  bleflings  ; 
that  this  they  will  and  muft  make  him.  And 
this  is  the  grateful  return  which  the  holy  Spirit 
calls  upon  us,  in  the  next  words,  to  make  to  our 
redeeming  God—"  O  that  men  would  therefore 
"  praife  the  Lord  for  his  goodnefs,  and  for  his 
"  wonderful  works  to  the  children  of  men.'* 
He  has  done  wonders  indeed — he  never  failed 
in  the  miracu'lous  blelTings  of  his  free  grace,  O 
that  we  may  never  fail  rn  thtmkfuhiefs  for  them. 
But  certain  it  is,  that  we  have  all  failed,  and  the 
bed  of  us  lament  our  failing  the  moft:  for 
thankful,  as  he  deferves,  none  of  us  are.    It  is  a 

rule 
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rule  of  common  life,  that  thankfulnefs  fliould  be 
proportioned  to  the  benefits  received,  and  who- 
ever does  not  a£t  up  to  this  rule  is  reckoned 
bafely  ungrateful  among  men.  In  religion  the 
fame  rule  is  juft  and  equitable.  But  becaufe 
Chrift  has  been  fo  infinitely  merciful,  that  our 
thankfulnefs  cannot  be  proportioned  to  the 
merits  received,  yet  we  are  therefore  more  inex- 
cufable,  if  we  are  not  as  grateful  as  it  is  poflible 
for  us  to  be  :  for  to  whom  men  give  much,  of 
them  they  always  require  •  the  more  ;  and  to 
whom  Chrift  has  forgiven  much,  of  them  he 
requires  the  more  love  and  praife.  The  more 
we  receive,  the  greater  is  our  debt,  and  to  con- 
fider  that  we  can  never  repay  it,  fhould  moft 
effeftually  ftir  us  up  to  be  thankful.  Oh  !  how 
earneftJy  fhould  we  pray  for,  how  incelTantly 
fliould  we  be  feeking  the  grace  of  our  Lord 
Jefus  Chrift  to  enable  us  to  rife  to  higher  de- 
grees of  gratitude.  His  merits  will  be  ftill  above 
our  praifes,  let  us  rife  ever  fo  high ;  but  let  us 
not  flop,  until  the  heart  be  full  of  thankfulnefs, 
and  every  faculty  of  the  mind  and  body  be 
ready  to  give  honour  and  glory  to  their  redeem- 
ing God.  "  O  that  men  would  therefore  praife 
"  the  Lord  Jefus  for  his  mercies,  and  declare 
"  the  wonders  which  he  hath  done  for  the  fal- 
«  vation  of  men  :  for  he  fatisfieth  the  longing 
"  foul,  and  filleth  the  hungry  foul  with  goodnefs." 
Ip  thefe  laft  words  you  fee,  how  the  prophet 
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exalts  the  free  grace  of  God  in  order  to  raife 
and  exalt  your  gratitude :  for  thefe  finful  loft 
travellers  in  the  wildernefs  could  do  nothing  to 
deliver  tl>en3f<;lves— they  had  tried'  every  thing 
in  their  power,  and  could  not  fucceed — they 
were  helplefs— faint — and  miferable — they  have 
only  fpirits  enow  left  to  cry  unto  God.  And 
what  hafte  does  mercy  make  ?  for  the  moment 
they  cry,  Jefus  was  at  hand  to  fave.  The  God 
of  love  came  with  all  the  bleffings  of  his  re- 
deeming grace,  and  poured  them  plentifully 
upon  thefe  poor  finners,  when  he  had  made 
them  feiifilole  of  their  want  of  them,  and  they 
applied  to  him  for  relief..  For  he  fatisfieth  the 
longing  foul — the  longing  foul  is  tliat  which  finds 
itfelf  empty — which  is  convinced  of  its  nothing-, 
nefs  and  wretchedijefs,  and-  fo  foon  as  it  can 
confefs  itfelf  to  be  quite  deflitute  of  every  fav-. 
ing  grace,  does  indeed  hunger  and  thirft  after, 
the  graces  of  Jefus  Chfift,  then  he  never  fails  to. 
f^tisfy  this  empty  foul,  and  to  fill  this  hungry 
foul  with  goodnefs.  Such  is  Jefus  the  God  of 
our  falvation,  and  thus  wonderful  is  he.  in  hia 
mercies  to  the  children  of  men!  O  that  they 
would  therefore  praife  him  for  his  infinite,  his 
eternal  mercies — and  grant,  O  blefied  Jefus, 
that  many  perfons,  who  hear  me  this  day,  may, 
have  reafon  to  praife  thee.  Bring  them  by  thy 
grace,  O  almighty  Redeemer,  out  of  the  wil- 
dernefs of  fig  and  error,  and  let  this  fcripture  be 

fulfilled 
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fulfilled  in  every  one  of  us,  that  we  may  join  In 
giving  thanks  to  thy  holy  name  now^  and  for 
ever. 

Thus  much  for  the  paraphrafe  upon  the 
words  ;  they  contain  a  brief  hiftory  of  man's  fall 
and  mifery,  and  of  his  relloration  through  Jefus 
Chrift ;  which  are  defcribed  under  thefe  parti- 
culars. 

Firft,  The  loft  ftate  of  men  by  nature. 

Secondly,  they  are  brought  to  a  right  fenfe 
of  it,  and  cry  to  the  Lord  Jefus  for  deliver- 
ance. 

Thirdly,  he  hears  them  and  delivers  them  out 
of  all  their  diftreffes.  And 

Fourthly,  the  tribute  of  thanks  due  to  him  for 
this  great  deliverance. 

To  each  of  thefe  points  I  will  fpeak,  as  briefly 
as  I  can,  by  way  of  fpiritual  ufe  and  application. 
And  firft  the  loft  ftate  of  men  by  nature  is  here 
reprefented  under  the  ftriking  images  of  perfons, 
who  have  loft  their  way  in  a  barren  wildernefs, 
where  they  are  ready  to  perifh  with  fatigue  and 
famine.  Now,  my  brethren,  let  me  put  this 
plain  queftion  to  you,  and  may  God  put  it  to 
your  hearts — ^have  you  ever  feen  yourfelves  in 
this  loft  ftate?  If  you  have,  give  glory  and 
thanks  to  Jefus  your  almighty  Redeemer.  If 
you  have  not,  you  are  in  the  utmoft  danger,  and 
yet  you  live  fecure — you  are  ftill  in  your  fins, 
with  all  the  guilt  of  them  about  you,  and  de- 

ftru£tion 
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ftni-ftion  lies  before  you— you  arc  on  the  very 
precipice — in  one  moment  you  may  fall  into 
eternity— where  nothing  but  endlefs  torments 
can  be  your  portion  :  and  what  a  iirong  delufion 
of  /in  is  it,  that  you,  who  fear  and  dread  a  little 
bodily  pain  in  this  life,  fliould  not  be  under  the 
Icaft  apprehenfion  about  the  endlefs  pains  of 
body  and  foul  in  the  next  life?  what  is  able  thus 
to  infatuate  you  againft  your  own  reafon  and 
your  fenfcs  ?  you  have  not  furely  pcrfuadcd 
yourfelvcs,  that  the  account  which  the  Pfalmift 
gives  of  your  finful  miferable  ftate  is  not  matter 
of  faft?  if  you  have  fallen  into  this  delufion,  hear 
what  the  word  of  God,  and  the  voice  of  reafon, 
and  the  fad  experience  of  every  day,  loudly  bear 
witnefs.  The  fcripture  is  clear,'  that  all  we, 
every  fon  of  Adam,  all  we  like  fheep  have  gone 
aftray— we  have  ftrayed  from  the  paradife  of 
God  into  the  wildernefs  of  this  finful  world:  and 
further  the  fcripture  teaches,  that  they  are  all 
gone  out  of  the  way— all— not  one  excepted, 
"  they  are  all  gone  out  of  the  way,  they  are  all- 
"  together  become  abominable,  there  is  alfo 
none  that  doeth  good,  no  not  one."  And  the 
confequence  of  our  wandering  is  thus  defcribed, 
— "  dcftruftion  and  mifery  are  in  their  ways, 
"  and  the  way  of  peace  have  they  not  known." 
The  fenfe  and  meaning  of  thefe  patfages  you  will 
not  difpute,  their  authority  you  do  not  deny : 
and  how  then  can  you  relill;  their  evidence,  (ince 

the 
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the  reafon  of  mankind,  Jews,  Heathens,  and 
Chriftians,  confirms  it,  and  every  day's  melan- 
choly experience  renders  it  more  clear  and  felf- 
evident  ?  if  you  will  not  believe  this  cloud  of 
witnefTes,  you  mull  believe  nothing  :  for  you  may 
as  well  doubt,  whether  there  are  any  fuch  beings 
as  men,  as  whether  they  be  fallen  fmful  beings. 
The  one  is  an  obje£l  of  fenfe,  as  much  as  the 
other.  And  therefore  unlefs  you  have  taken 
your  reft  in  abfolute  fcepticifm,  and  are  quite 
fettled  upon  the  lees  and  dregs  of  infidelity,  you 
muft  allow  that  mankind  are  finful  and  mifera- 
ble.  Sin  is  the  parent  of  all  their  mifery :  for  it 
feparates  them  from  God,  who  is  the  parent  of 
all  good.  It  feparates  them  in  this  world  from 
his  grace,  and  it  will  feparate  them  in  the  next 
world  from  his  glory  for  ever  and  ever.  And 
now  (my  brethren)  being  convinced  of  your  loft 
ftate  and  fmful  condition,  what  do  you  refolve 
to  do  in  confequence  of  this  conviftion  ?  will  you 
go  away  from  hence  with  this  conviction  upon 
your  minds,  and  fin  on  as  fecurcly  as  you  did 
before  ?  God  forbid.  Your  guilt  would  then  be 
increafed,  your  cafe  would  grow  more  defperate, 
you  would  then  choofe  mifery — even  eternal  mi- 
fery, with  your  eyes  open.  O  what  a  dreadful 
infatuation  would  this  be !  may  the  Lord  Jefus 
keep  you  from  it,  and  may  his  heavenly  grace 
fecond  my  intreaties,  that  you  may  now — this 
very  moment,  fee  your  loft  ftate  by  nature,  and 
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cry  out  unto  him  in  the  anguifli  of  your  fouls  for 
his  grace  !  and  if  it  be  but  a  deep  llgh  from  the 
heart,  or  a  (hort  prayer,  Lord  Jefus  fave,  or  clfe 
we  perifli— this  the  God  of  love  will  hear,  and 
anfwer.    For  it  follows  in  the  next  words  of  the 
text,  "  when  they  cried  unto  the  Lord  in  their 
*'  trouble,  then  he  delivered  them  out  of  their 
"  diftreffes."    They  could  do  no  more  to  deliver 
themfelves,  than  you  can  do  ;  they  could  only 
cry  to  him  in  prayer  to  fave  them,  and  accord- 
ing to  the  greatnefs  of  his  mercies  he  freely  gave 
them  full  redemption.  -This  is  the  eftabliflied 
method  of  his  proceeding.    So  foon  as  he  fent 
his  grace  to  fliew  them  their  wretchednefs,  and  to 
difpofe  them  to  cry  to  him  for  deliverance,  he 
was  ready  and  able  to  fave  them  to  the  utter- 
moft ;  and  he  is  now  as  ready  and  as  able  to  deal 
thus  gracioufly  with  you.    If  you  cry  unto  him 
for  help,  he  will  fave.    How  fweetly  does  he 
invite,  how  powerfully  does  he  perfuade  you 
now  to  cry  aloud  for  his  redeeming  grace. 
"  Call  upon  me,  fays  he,  in  the  day  of  trouble, 
"  fo  will  I  hear  thee,  and  thou  flialt  praife  me." 
Therefore  now  call  upon  him,  let  the  fenfe  of 
your  guilt  and  mifery  now  make  you  earneft  and 
importunate  in  your  requefts — call  upon  him  in 
the  day  of  trouble,  and  what  an  encouragement 
does  he  give  you  to  perfevere— So  I  will  hear 
thee— I  flied  my  blood  for  thy  guilt,  and  my 
grace  is  almighty  to  remove  thy  mifery— only 

feek 
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fcek  them  in  prayer  and  I  will  hear  and  anfwer, 
and  thou  flialt  praife  me—thou  flialt  have  reafon 
to  praife  me  for  the  abundant  mercies  of  my  free 
and  full  redemption.  O  that  men  would  there- 
fore praife  the  Lord  Jefus,  &.c. 

I  have  been  very  fliort  upon  the  three  laft  par- 
ticulars in  the  text,  viz.  the  fenfe  which  thefe 
finners  had  of  their  mifery,  their  crying  for  de- 
liverance, and  the  tribute  of  thanks  due  to  Chrift 
for  delivering  them,  becaufe  I  fliall  have  fre- 
quent occafion  to  fpeak  upon  them  in  the  fol- 
lowing parts  of  the  Pfalm.    But  enough  I  hope 
has  been  faid  to  lay  open  this  mod  fweet  and 
comfortable  portion  of  fcripture,  and  to  warm 
your  hearts  with  the  confideration  of  it.  You 
fee  that  the  mercies  of  our  God  are  above  our 
mifery.     Though  by  nature  we  wander  like 
flieep  in  the  barren  wildernefs  of  this  world, 
yet  we  have  a  moft  tender  fhepherd,  who  is 
always  feeking  to  bring  us  back  into  the  fruit- 
ful paftures  of  his  church.    Though  in  this  wil- 
dernefs Ave  can  find  no  abiding  city,  yet  within 
the  fold  and  pale  of  his  church,  we  mav  find 
reft  unto  our  fouls.    Though  we  have  no  fpiri- 
tual  fupport  in  ourfelves,  yet  his  flefli  is  meat 
indeed,  and  his  blood  is  drink  indeed,  and  when 
his  good  Spirit  applies  the  merits  of  them  to  our 
hearts,  then  we  have  true  fpiritual  life  abiding 
in  us.    Though  our  fouls  fainted  within  us, 
while  we  wandered  in  the  wildernefs,  yet  Jefus 

the 
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the  God  of  all  confolation  will  refrefli  the  faint- 
ing foul  with  his  reviving  grace,  and  will  fupply  it 
^^  ith  every  manner  of  thing  that  is  good  through 
the  ages  of  eternity.  So  that  he  is  more  merciful 
than  we  are  miferable — and  in  this  refpeft  his 
mercies  are  over  all  his  works,  for  that  he  only 
waits  until  we  have  feen  our  mifery,  and  are 
humbled  enough  to  cry  to  him  for  relief,  and 
then  he  fliews  he  is  at  hand,  a  God  to  fave, 
O  that  you  may  all  this  day  experience  his  al- 
mighty power,  and  have  frefli  proof  of  his  re- 
deeming love — and  every  one  of  you  who  defires 
it,  will  readily  join  with  me  in  requefting  his 
blefling  on  what  you  have  now  heard. 

O  mod  mighty  God  and  Saviour,  v/e  acknow- 
ledge and  confefs  our  loft  cftate  by  nature :  for 
all  men  have  wandered  in  the  wildcriiefs  out  of 
the  way,  and  have  found  no  abiding  city — they 
could  find  no  way  out  of  the  wildernefs — no 
place  to  reft,  and  no  food  to  fupport  them  in  it, 
hungry  and  thirfty  their  fouls  fainted  in  them — 
But  fo  foon  as  the  fenfe  of  their  mifery  difpofed 
them  to  cry  to  thee,  bleffed  Jefus,  thou  waft 
ready  to  deliver  them  out  of  all  their  diftreftes. 
Now  almighty  Lord  deliver  us,  and  extend  the 
fame  mercies  to  this  whole  congregation — and 
let  not  one  perfon  among  them  leave  tliis  place, 
without  being  firft  convinced  of  his  own  mifery, 
and  then  of  thy  all-fufficiency  to  redeem  him 
from  it.    Bring  what  has  been  faid  upon  thcfe 

truths 
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truths  home  to  all  our  hearts,  and  carry  it  with 
thy  divine  power  and  efficacy  to  our  confciences, 
that  we  may  now  cry  to  thee  with  one  voice — 
Lord  Jefus  fave,  or  e^fe  we  perifli.  Hear  us 
thou  God  of  Love,  and  be  unto  us  an  ahnighty 
Saviour,  that  we  may  blefs  thee  with  grateful 
hearts,  for  having  brought  us  up  this  day  out  of 
the  wildemefs  of  the  world,  here  to  the  houfe  of 
the  Lord — where  we  found  reafon  to  be  thankful 
as  long  as  we  live,  and  to  declare  the  wonders 
which  thou  haft  done  for  our  falvation.  Grant 
this,  O  moft  adorable  Jefus,  to  the  glory  of 
God  the  Father,  and  by  the  influence  of  the 
holy  Spirit,  upon  all  our  hearts,  now  and  for 
ever.    Amen  and  Amen. 
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Such  as  fit  in  darknefs,  and  in  the  JJiadow  of  death, 
being  bound  in  affliction  and  iron,  becaiife  they  re- 
belled againfl  the  words  of  Cod,  and  condemned  the 
counfel  of  the  mojl  high:  Therefore  he  brought 
down  their  heart  with  labour,  they  fell  down  and 
there  was  none  to  help ;  then  they  cried  unto  the 
Lord  in  their  trouble,  and  he  faved  them  out  of 
their  diflreffes  %  he  brought  them  out  of  darknejs  and 
out  of  the  JJiadow  of  death,  and  brake  their  bonds 
in  funder.  O  that  men  zvould  therefore  praife  the 
Lord  for  his  goodnefs,  and  for  his  wonderful  works 
to  the  children  of  men!  for  he  hath  broken  the  gates 
of  brafs  and  cut  the  bars  of  iron  in  funder. 

Th  E  holy  Spirit  fets  before  us  in  thefe  word* 
a  fecond  image  of  our  mifcry  by  nature.  He 
has  called  upon  the  redeemed  of  the  Lord  to  be 
thankful  to  Jefus  the  God  of  their  redemption, 
and  in  order  to  exalt  and  raife  their  thankfulnefs 
the  more,  he  gives  them  four  images,  in  which 
the  mifery  of  fallen  man  is  placed  in  different 
views.  In  the  firft  he  is  reprefented  as  loft  in  a 
wildernefs,  where  after  much  wandering  and 
wearinefs,  fainting  with  hunger  and  thirft,  he  is 
Vol.  IV.  G  juft 
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jufl;  ready  to  pcrifli.  But  finding  no  help  upon 
earth,  and  beuig  brought  to  a  deep  fenfe  of  his 
diftrefs,  he  cries  unto  the  Lord  in  his  trouble, 
and  Jefus  was  at  hand  to  fave  :  for  fo  foon  as  the 
finner  was  difpofed  to  accept,  the  Saviour  was 
willing  to  beftow,  free  and  full  redemption. 
This  was  the  fubjc£l  of  the  laft  lefture.  We 
have  in  the  words  before  us  a  fecond  image  of 
man's  fallen  condition,  in  which  the  diftreffcs  of 
it  arc  greatly  heightened,  and  if  I  were  able  to 
paint  the  exquifite  mifery  of  it,  fo  that  you 
might  fee  it  in  a  ftrong  light,  it  could  not  fail  of 
having  a  great  influence  upon  every  unconverted 
perfon.  I  will  therefore  endeavour  to  fet  it  be- 
fore your  eyes  in  as  ftriking  colours,  as  I  am 
tible,  and  I  hope  the  fame  good  Spirit  who  in- 
fpired  this  pafTage  will  be  plcafed  to  accompany 
us  this  day  in  the  confideration  of  it,  and  to 
fupply  tlie  imperfections  of  my  difcourfe  by  his 
divine  grace  in  your  hearts.  O  eternal  Spirit 
now  prefide  over  us,  and  fliew  thyfelf  to  be  a 
God,  by  applying  the  doctrine  with  power  and 
energy  to  every  one  of  our  confciences,  while 
I  am 

FirH,  Laying  open  the  fenfc  and  meaning  of 
the  words,  and 

Secondly,  Confidering  their  fplritual  ufe  and 
application. 

It  niuft  be  remembered,  that  the  words  be- 
long to  the  redeemed  of  the  Lord — they  are  the 

perfons 
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■pcrfons  called  upon  to  be  thankful — and  the 
motives  to  excite  their  thankfulncfs  are  taken 
from  a  review  of  their  miferies  and  diftreffes, 
before  they  obtained  redemption :  and  thefe 
miferies  and  diftrefTes  Vs'ere  of  fo  many  various 
kinds,  and  fo  very  numerous,  that  they  could 
not  be  reprefented  to  the  life  in  one  pifture.  In 
order  to  fet  them  before  our  eyes  in  full  propor- 
tion, it  was  neceflary  to  draw  them  in  different 
fcenes :  and  therefore  the  holy  Spirit  has  given 
us  in  thefe  four  paintings  a  perfeft  defcription 
of  man's  fmful  and  miferable  condition  by  na- 
ture :  in  the  firll  he  is  reprefented  as  having  loft 
the  way  to  heaven,  and  wandering  in  a  wilder- 
nefs,  weary  with  fatigue,  faint  with  famine — 
ready  to  perifli — in  the  fecond,  his  diftrefs  is 
heightened,  for  he  falls  into  a  pit  of  darknefs,  and 
the  fliadow  of  death,  where  the  enemy  finds 
him,  and  puts  him  into  clofe  confinement,  bind- 
ing him  with  the  heavy  chains  of  affliction  and 
iron.  The  fcripture  and  every  day's  experience 
confirm  this  defcription,  for  the  firft  words,  fuch 
as  fit  in  darknefs,  are  true  of  every  fon  of  Adam 
in  his  natural  ftate.  Sin  cut  off  all  communica- 
tion between  God  and  us,  and  thereby  ren- 
dered us  quite  ignorant  and  blind  in  all  fpiritual 
knowledge  :  for  if  the  eye  of  the  mind  have  no 
light  from  the  eternal  fun  of  righteoufncfs,  it  is 
in  the  fame  flate  with  the  eye  of  the  body,  if  it 
have  no  li^'ht  from  the  created  fun  in  the  liea- 
G  2  vcns 
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vens — fo  that  all  the  fph-itual  world  was  covered 
with  grofs  darknefs  and  blindnefs,  until  the  light 
of  life  arofe:  for  thus  faith  the  Lord  God,  fpeak- 
"  ing  of  Chrift,  I  have  given  thee  for  a  light 
"  to  the  Gentiles,  to  open  the  blind  eyes — to 
"  bring  out  the  prifoners  from  the  prifon,  and 
"  them  that  fit  in  darknefs  out  of  the  prifon- 
"  houfe."  Now  it  is  certain,  that  the  Gentiles, 
to  whom  Chrift  was  given  for  a  light,  were  not 
literally  blind — they  had  good  eyes,  and  could 
fee  outward  objefts  clear  enough — but  the  eye 
of  the  foul  was  entirely  blind,  infomuch  that 
Chrift  came  down  from  heaven  miraculoufly  to 
open  it.  And  he  fcnt  out  his  apoftles  for  the 
fame  purpofe,  and  when  he  called  Paul  to  the 
apoftlefliip,  he  gave  him  his  commiflion  in  thefe 
words,  "  I  fend  thee  now  unto  the  Gentiles,  to 
"  open  their  eyes,  and  to  turn  them  from  dark- 
*'  nefs  to  light."  You  cannot  funpofe,  that  all 
the  Gentiles  w^ere  blind,  to  whom  St.  Paul  was 
fent,  and  yet  they  had  eyes  which  were  not 
open,  until  the  gofpel  enlightened  them,  and 
thefe  were  the  eyes  of  the  mind  :  for  when  the 
Gentiles  were  turned  from  darknefs  to  light, 
then  was  fulfilled  that  which  is  written  by  the 
prophet  Ifaiah,  "  the  eyes  of  the  blind  lliall  fee 
"  out  of  obfcurity,  and  out  of  darknefs"— the 
"  fun  of  righteoufnefs  arofe  upon  their  obfcurity 
and  darknefs,  and  fo  enlightened  the  eyes  of  the 
fpiritually  blind,  that  they  clearly  difcovered  the 
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right  way  to  heaven.  And  the  Jews,  as  well  as 
the  Gentiles,  were  by  nature  in  this  blind  ftate  ; 
Zacharias  in  the  gofpel  confefTes  it,  "  The  day- 
"  fpring,  (i.  e.  Chrift,)  from  on  high  hath  vifited 
"  us,  to  give  light  to  them  that  fit  in  darknefs 
"  and  the  fhadow  of  death" — all  mankind  with- 
out Chrift,  Jews  and  Gentiles,  not  only  fit  in 
darknefs,  but  alfo  in  the  fliadow  of  death.  Such 
is  the  blind  and  miferable  condition  of  finners! 
Sin  has  fubjefted  them  to  temporal  and  to  eter- 
nal death  ;  but  becaufe  the  death  of  the  foul, 
when  it  perifhes  eternally  from  God  is  not  an 
object  of  fenfe,  the  holy  Spirit  was  therefore 
pleafed  to  give  us  a  fliadow  of  it,  by  the  death 
of  the  body,  when  it  periflies  to  this  world. 
And  both  thefe  kinds  of  death  entered  into  the 
world  by  fin ;  and  what  the  body  fufFers  by 
dying  to  this  world,  is  indeed  but  a  fliadow  of 
what  the  foul  fufFers  when  it  dies  from  God  in 
the  next  world.  And  yet  it  is  a  very  juft  and 
expreflive  fliadow :  for  as  the  body,  when  it  dies, 
has  no  longer  any  fenfe  or  perception  of  the  out- 
ward objeiSls  of  this  life,  but  totally  periflies 
from  the  light  and  fpirit  of  the  animal  world, 
and  from  all  the  joys  and  comforts  which  they 
adminilter,  fo  the  foul,  when  it  dies  from  God, 
has  no  longer  any  fenfe  or  perception  of  the  in- 
ward objefts  of  its  life,  but  totally  periflies  from 
the  eternal  light  and  fpirit  of  the  heavenly 
world,  and  from  all  the  joys  and  comforts  which 

they 
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they  adminifter.    Thus  bodily  death  is  a  fbadow 
of  fpiritual — and  temporal  of  eternal.    I  might 
trace  the  likcnefs  in  more  particulars,  but  this 
may  fuf?ice  to  explain  what  the  Pfalmift  means, 
by  the  ftiadow  of  death.    He  fuppofes  the  mor- 
tality of  the  body  to  be  a  fhadow  of  the  fad 
eftate  into  which  fin  brought  the  foul.  All 
mankind  is  fubjeft  to  this  mortality,  which  is 
but  the  fliadow  of  death,  for  in  the  death  of  the 
body  we  have  a  mournful  pifturc  of  the  more 
miferable  death  of  the  foul,  which  is  the  fub- 
ftance  of  death  :  this  is  the  reality  and  fubftanee 
of  what  the  other  is  but  a  fliadovv.    Oh  what  a 
diftrefsful  fcene  then,  is  this!  here  is  nothing 
but  darknefs  and  the  fliadow.  of  death— a  body 
mortal  and  pcrifliing,  and  while  it  Uves  is  in 
bondage  and  the  fear  of  death,  terrified  at  the 
very  approach  of  the  fhadow,  and  how  much 
more  in  dread  of  the  fubftance.    And  yet  thi^ 
diftrefs  is  ftill  heightened,  for  thefe  poor  fufferers 
are  fo  chained  down,  that  they  cannot  efcape 
from  the  power  of  their  enemies ;  they  cannot 
ftir  one  ftep  out  of  this  darknefs  and  fliadow  of 
death  ;  becaufe  they  are  faft  bound  in  affliction 
and  iron.    Sin  brought  us  into  this  darknefs  and 
fliadow  of  death,  and  then  chained  us  dou^n  to 
thefe  miferies.    The  fcripture  frequently  fpcaks 
of  the  bonds  of  fin,  and  defcribes  man  in  his 
fallen  ftate  to  be  as  much  a  flave  to  fin,  as  if  he 
was  really  chained  down.    And  indeed  a  chain. 
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of  the  hardeft  iron,  or  of  the  toughefl  fteel,  is 
more  eafily  broken,  than  a  long  habit  of  fin  :  for 
the  foul  is  then  fettered  and  bound,  as  much  as 
if  the  man  was  chained  to  the  gallies,  and  yet  be 
endures  it  willingly,  although  no  galley  flave  is 
put  to  harder  fervice,  or  has  a  more  cruel  and 
inexorable  tyrant  over  Mm.  Ought  not  this 
woman,  fays  Chrift,  whom  fatan  hath  bound, 
lo  thefe  eighteen  years,  to  be  loofed  from  this 
bond  ?  And  fatan  hath  bound  the  whole  hu- 
man race,  as  well  as  this  woman  :  for  of  whom 
a  man  is  overcome,  of  the  fame  is  he  brought 
into  bondage ;  and  he  overcame  us  all  by  fin, 
and  then  bound  us  with  the  flrong  chains  of  it, 
which  no  human  power  can  loofe.  1  le  only  who 
overcame  fatan,  is  able  to  releafe  his  prifoners. 
And  the  Pfalmift  in  the  68th  Pfalm,  enumerat- 
ing fome  of  our  Lord's  great  deliverances,  fays 
in  the  6th  verfe,  "  he  bringeth  out  thofe  which 
"  are  bound  with  chains,"  and  the  prophet 
Ifaiah  declares,  "  that  he  fhould  open  the  prifoii 
"  to  them  that  were  bound."  Thefe  fcriptures 
are  to  be  fpiritually  applied  :  for  Chrift  never 
releafed  atiy  prifoners  by  breaking  open  the  pri- 
fon  doors,  and  fnapping  their  bonds  afunder. 
We  meet  with  nothing  of  this  kind  in  his  life. 
But  we  read  frequently  of  his  delivering  men 
from  the  bonds  of  their  fins,  and  freeing  them 
from  fatan  and  death.  From  whence  it  fallows, 
that  unlcfs  our  great  Redeemer  had  come  to 
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break  off  our  chains,  we  muft  have  laid  bound 
in  afBiftion  and  iron  for  this  life,  and  then  have 
been  referved  in  everlafting  chains  under  dark-, 
nefs  in  the  next. 

This  is  a  true  image  and  portraiture  of  every 
fon  of  Adam.  While  he  remains  in  his  natural 
fallen  ftate  he  is  in  darknefs,  and  the  ftiadov?  of 
death,  faft  bound  in  mifery  and  iron.  And  how 
terrible  is  this  fituation—to  live  in  darknefs 
without  one  ray  of  divine  light  and  comfort — to 
be  under  the  difmal  gloom  and  fhadow  of  death, 
and  to  be  bound  down  to  this  mifery  by  fatan, 
with  his  ftrongeft  fetters  and  chains — certainly 
this  is  a  fcene  of  deep  diftrefs  ?  and  the  view  of 
it  (hould  lead  us  to  enquire,  how  the  gracious 
Author  of  our  being  fliould  fuffer  mankind  to 
become  fubject  to  it :  for  he  cannot  be  the  caufe 
of  our  mifery ;  fo  that  it  muft  have  been  fome 
great  and  heinous  offence,  by  which  we  brought 
ourfelves  into  thefe  diftreffes.  And  let  the 
Pfalmift  relate  the  reafon — *'  they  fat  in  darknefs 
"  and  in  the  fliadow  of  death,  being  bound  in 
"  affliction  and  iron,  becaufe  they  rebelled 
"  againft  the  words  of  God."  "  Becaufe  they 
"  rebelled."  This  was  the  grand  rebellion  for 
which  the  head  of  the  family  was  attainted,  and 
his  attainder  corrupted  the  blood  of  all  his 
children.  Our  firft  parents  took  up  arms  againft 
the  fupreme  majefty  of  heaven,  and  vainly  ima- 
gined that  they  could  find  knowledge  and  hap- 
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plnefs,  contrary  to  his  declared  will,  and  in 
oppofition  to  his  almighty  power ;  and  they 
carried  this  vain  imagination  into  aft :  they 
lifted  themfelves  under  the  devil's  banner,  and 
fet  themfelves  in  battle  array  againft  God,  defy- 
ing his  threatnings  and  his  vengeance.  In  com- 
parifon  of  this  great  rebellion,  all  others  have 
been  only  weak  plots  and  confpiracies  :  for  this 
was  the  higheft  crime  man  could  commit :  be- 
caufe  to  whom  much  is  given,  it  is  juft  and  equi- 
table of  them  to  require  the  more.  And  God 
had  given  to  Adam  greater  gifts  and  abilities, 
with  innocence  to  enable  him  to  ufe  them  aright, 
than  to  any  of  his  defcendants,  and  had  with  the 
moft  tender  affeftion  counfelled  him  againft  that 
very  temptation,  by  which  he  was  moft  liable  to 
be  feduced — therefore  when  he  rebelled  againft 
God,  and  contemned  the  counfel  of  the  moft 
high,  it  was  the  moft  horrid  rebellion  that  a 
creature  could  commit  againft  its  Creator.  And 
it  was  far  from  cruelty  in  God,  it  was  an  aft  of 
juftice  without  feverity,  to  fulFer  him  to  fall  into 
the  pit,  which  he  had  dug  for  himfelf,  and  there 
to  be  taken  by  the  enemy,  and  committed  a 
prifoncr  to  darknefs  and  the  fliadow  of  death, 
and  to  be  faft  bound  with  mifery  and  iron.  But 
it  may  be  enquired,  why  are  we  fubjeft  to  his 
mifery  ?  Becaufe  we  could  not  but  be  involved 
in  his  guilt.  His  treafon  corrupted  his  blood, 
find  being  corrupt  in  the  fountain,  it  could 
3  not 
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not  but  be  corrupt  in  the  ftreams,  which  iffue 
from  it.  We  fee  a  ftanding  inftance  of  this  in 
the  book  of  nature ;  a  Corrupt  tree  cannot  bring 
forth  good  fruit.  And  we  have  a  clear  evidence 
of  it  in  the  book  of  God;  which  declares,  that 
coming  from  a  corrupt  flock,  we  are  altogether 
corrupt  and  abominable,  being  by  nature  chil- 
dren of  wrath.  And  we  have  incontdlible  proof 
from  the  equity  of  our  own  laws,  which  not 
only  punifli  treafon  with  the  lofs  of  life  in  the 
traitor  himfelf,  but  alfo  with  the  lofs  of  honours 
and  eftate  in  his  defcendants  to  the  lateft  pofte- 
rity.  Now  to  deny  that  we  are  corrupt  by  na- 
ture againft  thefe  evident  proofs,  is  a  full  de- 
monftration  of  our  corruption.  And  he  is  fallen 
the  loweft,  who  thinks  he  is  not  fallien  at  all? 
for  he  who  lives  and  acts  as  if  he  was  not  a  fallen 
creature,  muft  be  fartheft  from  recovery,  and 
confequently  muft  be  moft  miferable :  it  is  ftill 
rebellion  to  think  to  be  happy  in  oppofition  to 
the  revealed  will  of  God  ;  and  every  infidel,  be- 
caufe  he  attempts  this,  is  a  rebel ;  he  is  a  traitor 
convict ;  and  every  infidel  fociety  is  an  army  of 
rebels  united-  under  the  banner  of  their  chief  ^ 
who  tempts,  deludesy  mfatuates  them,  and  hur- 
ries them  on,  fometimes  even  againit  conviction,, 
until  the  long  fnffering  of  God  be  wearied  out 
with  their  rebellions,  and  he  fufFer  them  to  faU; 
into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  who  binds  them 
with  everlafrlfig  ehaifts  under  darknefs.    O  rany. 
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the  God  of  mercy  open  their  eyes,  before  they 
perifli !  blcffed  Jefus  fliew  them  their  guilt,  and 
humble  them  under  the  fenfe  of  it ;  that  finding 
their  mifery  they  may  fly  to  thee  for  fuccour : 
for  this  is  the  ufual  method  by  which  our  Lord 
reclaims  the  unconverted  and  the  infidel,  as  it 
follows  in  the  Pfalm  ;  "  Therefore  .  he  brought 
"  down  their  hearts  with  labour,  they  fell  down 
"  and  there  was  none  to  help."  He  brought 
down  their  rebellious  hearts  by  labour,  he  vifited 
them  with  outward  affliftions,  under  the  weight 
of  which  they  fell  down,  and  there  was  none  to 
help;  they  could  not  find  any  help  upon  earth; 
all  worldly  comforters  failed  them,  and  then 
they  began  to  fee  their  wretched  condition. 
Their  outward  mifery  made  them  feel  their  in- 
ward. They  found  themfelves  in  darlcnefs,  which 
no  ray  of  fcience,  nor  the  brightefl:  beams  of 
human  learnings  were  able  to  difpel.  They 
found  themfelves  in  the  fliadow  of  death,  from 
the  terrors  of  which,  all  the  moral  and  civil  vir- 
tues {)ut  together  could  not  deliver  them.  They 
found  themfelves  faft  bound  in  mifery  and  iron, 
and  all  the  powers  in  the  earth  could  not  break 
their  chains.  Finding  their  diftrefs,  and  feeing 
no  creature  able  to  help,  they  were  thereby  dif- 
pofed  to  humble  themfelves  under  the  mighty 
hand  of  God.  And  indeed,  their  proud  hearts 
were  fo  thoroughly  brought  d^wn  and  abafed, 
that  they  were  led  to  cry  unto  the  Lord  in  their 
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trouble,  and  he  faved  them  out  of  their  diftreffes. 
The  Pfalmift  in  the  13th  verfe  makes  this  the 
happy  efteft  of  their  affliction  ;  it  difpofed  them 
to  feek  God's  favour,  and  he  is  always  found  of 
them  who  feek  him.  So  foon  as  they  cried  unto 
the  Lord  in  their  trouble,  he  was  at  hand  to 
fave  them  from  their  diftreffes.  The  almighty 
Saviour  came  and  brought  them  out  of  darknefs 
and  the  fliadow  of  death,  and  brake  their  bonds 
in  funder.  And  thus  he  gave  them  complete 
redemption.  Darknefs  fled  at  the  approach  of 
the  eternal  light — and  the  fliadow  of  death  was 
turned  into  the  light  of  life  at  the  appearance  of 
tlie  living  God — and  the  bonds  brake  in  funder, 
when  Chrift  came  and  proclaimed  liberty  to 
them  that  were  bound  ;  and  being  thus  enligh- 
tened and  fet  free  from  the  bonds  of  fui  and  fa- 
tan,  and  delivered  from  the  fliadow  of  death, 
after  they  have  obtained  fo  free  and  full  a  re- 
demption, how  can  they  be  flleut  in  the  Re- 
deemer's praife  ?  they  then  have  a  lively  fenfe 
of  his  redeeming  love  in  their  hearts,  and  it 
would  be  acting  againft  their  own  fenfe  and 
feeling,  if  they  made  him  no  return  of  gratitude. 
It  would  be  unnatural.  Nay  it  is  indeed  im- 
poffible  for  men  -to  partake  of  the  blefilngs  of 
redemption,  and  not  to  be  thankful  to  their 
Redeemer.  "  O  that  men  Avould  therefore 
"  praife  the  Lord  for  his  goodnefs,  and-  declare 
"  the  wonders  which  he  hath  done  for  the  fal- 
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ration  of  men."  Wonders  indeed  !  for  he 
brought  them  from  darknefs  to  h'ght,  from  the 
fliadow  of  death  to  the  Hfe  eternal,  and  from  the 
bonds  of  mifery  to  a  crown  of  immortality. 
And  fliall  they  not  praife  him  for  thefe  wonders? 
(hall  they  not  fpeak  with  their  tongues  what 
their  hearts  feel  ?  doubtlefs  they  will  be  telling 
of  his  falvation  all  the  day  long :  and  left  they 
Ihould  ever  forget  it,  the  Pfalmift  once  more 
reminds  them  of  their  great  deliverance :  for  he 
hath  broken  the  gates  of  brafs,  fays  he,  and  cut 
the  bars  of  iron  in  funder.  Remember  from 
whence  ye  were  redeemed  and  be  thankful — 
were  ye  not  in  a  prifon,  that  was  fortified  with 
gates  of  brafs,  and  bars  of  iron,  and  were  ye  not 
chained  down  in  the  moft  dark  and  loathfome 
dungeon  of  this  prifon  ?  do  you  not  recolle£l 
what  horror  you  were  in,  when  you  found  your- 
felves  in  this  diftrefs,  and  had  none  upon  earth 
to  help  you?  and  yet  you  no  fooner  cried  to 
Jefus  for  help,  than  he  heard  }  our  cries  and 
came  :  he  brake  open  the  gates  of  brafs,  and 
fnapped  the  bars  of  iron  in  funder  ;  your  chains 
fell  off ;  and  he  brought  you  out  of  the  prifon- 
houfc,  and  fet  you  at  liberty.  And  certainly 
you  do  not  want  to  be  perfuaded  to  be  thankful 
for  fuch  a  deliverance  ?  or  to  be  grateful  to  fuch 
a  deliverer?  your  praifes  fliould  flow  with  as 
much  eafe  and  as  naturally  as  your  breath. 
Cod  grant  the  one  may  endure  as  long  as  the 
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Other,  fo  that  of  his  praifes.  there  may  be  no 
end. 

I  have  now  finifhed  the  paraphrafe  upon  the 
words,  and  I  come  2dly,  to  the  fpiritual  ufe 
and  application  of  them.  The  doftrine  which 
they  contain  is  this.  Every  fon  of  Adam  in  his 
natural  flate  before  he  is  redeemed  is  in  dark- 
tiefs,  and  the  fliadow  of  death,  and  is  faft  bound 
Vv-ith  the  chains  of  fin  and  mifery,  and  there  is 
ho  help  for  him  upon  earth — the  almighty  God 
and  Saviour  alone  is  able  to  deliver  him.  This 
is  the  doftrine  which  I  have  fupported  from 
■other  paffages  of  fcripture,  and  from  experience. 
And  now,  my  brethren,  let  us  examine  ourfelves 
upon  it,  and  try  to  make  it  ufeful  and  profitable 
to  Our  fouls.  The  proper  fteps  to  this  end  feem 
to  me,  firft,  to  believe  the  doctrine — adly,  to 
dcfire  to  experience  the  truth  of  it,  and  3dly,  to 
■find  the  happy  experience  of  it  in  our  fouls,  and 
then  wc  niall  have  reafon  indeed  to  be  thank- 
ful. 

And  firft.  The  belief  of  the  do£lrine  is  the 
•chief  point  in  the  chriftian  religion.  For  we 
muft  be  made  fenfible  of  our  fallen  ftate  by  na- 
ture, before  we  can  think  of  its  being  renewed 
'by  grace.  1  he  fick  only  want  a  phyfician.  The 
ifinner  only  wants  a  Saviour ;  and  therefore  we 
can  have  no  motive  to  apply  to  him  for  his  fal- 
vation,  until  we  find  ourfelves  ruined  and  un- 
done by  fin.    S'o  tlia-t  this  muft  be  firft  and  above 

all 
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things  fettled  in  our  minds.  The  doctrine  of 
our  redemption  ftands  upon  our  behef  of  the  faH  ; 
and  if  man  in  his  fallen  ftate  was  not  in  darknefs, 
then  we  want  no  Saviour  to  enlighten  us :  if  he 
was  not  in  the  fliadow  of  death,  then  we  want 
no  Saviour  to  deliver  us  from  death :  if  he  was 
not  faft  bound  with  chains  by  fin,  and  fatan, 
and  death,  then  we  want  no  Saviour  to  break 
our  bonds  afunder.  We  muft  firft  believe  our- 
felves  to  be  in  thefe  diftreffes,  before  we  can 
feek  for  redemption.  And  therefore,  my  bre- 
thren, do  you  indeed  believe,  that  you  are  in 
your  fallen  ftate,  in  the  diftreffes  here  defcribed 
by  the  Pfalmift,  or  do  you  not  believe  it  ?  do 
you  fee  no  darknefs  in  the  human  mind?  do  you 
know  none  who  live  in  the  fear  of  death  ? '  and 
were  you  never  tied  to  fome  favourite  bofom 
fin,  which  you  found  it  harder  to  break  off,  than 
It  could  be  to  break  the  ftrongeft  chains  of  iron? 
certainly  you  muft  have  remarked  fomething  of 
this  kind ;  and  if  you  hare,  how  can  you  ac- 
count for  it,  othewife  than  upon  the  Pfalmift's 
principles?  if  mankind  did  not  lofe  the  divine 
iight  and  life  by  fm,  how  came  all  this  fpiritual 
darknefs'  into  their  minds  ?  if  they  did  not  lofe 
the  love  and  favour  of  God  by  fin,  how  came 
they  to  be  fubje£l  to  death,  and  to  live  all  their 
lives  in  fear  of  it  ?  if  they  have  not  contrafted  a 
])ronenefs  to  evil,  how  happens  it  lo  be  fo  diffi- 
cult to  break  the  bonds  of  fin  ?  no  fatisfa£tory 
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account  can  be  given  of  thefe  things,  but  what 
is  taken  from  the  fcripture  hiftory  of  the  fall, 
and  therefore  why  fhould  you  not  believe  the 
fcripture  hiftory  ?  if  you  confult  the  infidels, 
they  have  nothing  to  offer  upon  thefe  points, 
their  advocates  are  filent.  The  heathens  have 
written  much,  and  reafoned  more  upon  the  fub- 
jecl,  but  without  fuccefs.  Their  beft  writers 
own,  that  they  were  not  able  to  clear  it  up.  But 
upon  the  chriftian  plan  the  difficulties  vanifh  at 
once.  The  fcripture  account  is  rational  and 
confiftent.  And  why  then,  my  brethren,  do  you 
not  believe  it?  you  have  the  word  of  God  and 
the  voice  of  reafon,  and  melancholy  experience 
attefting  the  depravity  and  corruption  of  man- 
kind. You  cannot  deny,  but  that  they  are  de- 
praved and  corrupt.  This  is  a  felf-evident 
truth.  And  what  remedy  is  there  for  it.''  can 
God  look  upon  fuch  fmful  polluted  creatures 
with  approbation  ?  No.  He  cannot.  The  infi- 
nite purity  of  his  nature  will  not  fuffer  it.  And 
he  will  not.  He  has  declared,  that  without  ho- 
linefs  no  man  (hall  fee  the  Lord,  and  he  who  has 
once  finned  can  never  make  himfelf  holy,  and 
confequently  he  can  never  fee  the  Lord— unlefs 
there  be  a  Redeemer,  who  has  holinefs  to  give : 
for  God's  purity,  and  fin's  impurity  fet  God  and 
the  finner  at  an  infinite  diftance.  And  how  fhall 
he  ever  approach  to  God,  unlefs  there  be  a  Re- 
deemer, who  has  infinite  righteoufnefs  to  impute 
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to  the  finner,  and  thereby  enable  him  to  draw 
near  to  God  ;  here  is  our  only  remedy.  The  Re- 
deemer, and  he  alone,  is  able  to  repair  all  tlie 
evil  effects  of  fin.  Our  fouls  muft  have  remained 
for  ever  in  darknefs,  unlefs  the  divine  rays  of  the 
fun  of  righteoufnefs  had  enlightened  them.  Our 
bodies  would  have  lived  here  in  the  fliadow  of 
death,  unlefs  the  Redeemer  had  brought  life 
and  immortality  to  light.  And  both  body  and 
foul  would  have  been  bound  with  the  chains  of 
fm  here  and  for  ever,  unlefs  our  almighty  deli- 
verer had  fet  us  at  liberty.  O  let  us  receive  hin\ 
then  for  our  Redeemer  and  our  God  ?  Finding 
and  feeling  our  mifery  and  diftrefs  without  him, 
let  there  be  raifed  in  the  heart  a  itrong  cry  for 
his  falvation.  Let  us  imitate  them  in  the 
text,  who  cried  unto  the  Lord  in  their  trou- 
ble. And  this  defire  to  experience  his  power 
to  redeem  us  was  the  fecond  head  of  appli- 
cation. 

If  you  believe  what  has  been  faid  of  your  fallen 
ftate,  and  yet  have  no  defire  to  be  redeemed 
from  it,  how  do  you  quiet  your  confciences  as  to 
this  abfurd  conduct  ?  you  do  believe,  that  man 
is  by  nature  finful  and  miferable,  and  yet  you 
have  no  defire  to  be  redeemed  from  fin  and  mifery, 
liow  inconfiftent  and  contradictory  is  this  pro- 
ceeding ?  do  you  chufe  then  to  be  in  darknefs 
rather  than  in  light  ?  is  death  preferable  to  life, 
or  bpnds  to  liberty  ?     Oh  miferable  deluded 
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marijwhom  fin  thus  infatuates  !  whoever  thou  art, 
thou  art  felf-condemned  :  becaufe  thou  haft  feen 
thyfelf  fallen,  and  yet  haft  no  defire  to  be  raifed 
up.  By  what  arguments,  what  intreaties,  fhall 
I  prevail  with  thee  i*  how  fliall  I  touch  thy  heart, 
and  win  thy  affeftions,  to  make  thee  defire,  what 
thou  knoweft  already  thou  muft  defire,  before 
thou  canft  be  happy  ?  bleffed  Jefus  !  this  is  a 
work  above  my  power.  Take  it  Lord  into  thine 
own  hand,  and  fend  thine  almighty  grace  into 
the  hearts  of  all  my  hearers  who  are  in  this 
dreadful  fituation,  that  they  may  be  difpofed  to 
feek  pardon  and  peace  of  thee  with  ftrong  cry- 
ing and  tears,  until  thou  fave  them  from  their 
diftreffes.  Our  Redeemer  is  a  God  of  love  :  he 
cannot  rcjeft  any  perfon,  who  feeks  for  his  re- 
demption ;  feek  therefore,  and  ye  fhall  find. 
Defire,  and  your  defires  fhall  be  granted :  for 
they  cried  unto  the  Lord  Jefus  in  their  trouble— 
they  onlv  cried  unto  him,  and  he  faved  them  out 
of  their  diftrelTes.  So  will  he  fave  you,  if  you  cry 
imto  him  for  falvation.  This  is  your  encourage- 
ment, defire  and  pray,  until  you  happily  experi- 
ence his  redeeming  grace,  which  is  the  third 
and  laft  point  I  purpofed  to  confider.  The  word 
experience  in  thcfe  days  of  blafphemy  and  re- 
proach conveys  an  odd  idea  to  fome  perfons,  and 
I  know  that  they  cannot  feparate  it  from  enthu- 
fiafm  :  but  I  have  remarked,  that  they  who  ridi- 
cule the  word,  are  entire  ftrangers  to  the  thing  : 
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for  we  mean  nothing  more  by  experience,  than 
the  knowledge  of  what  God  has  done  for  our 
fouls,  which  may  be  as  certainly  perceived,  as 
any  external  objeft  can  be  ;  for  can  faith  be 
given,  and  the  heart  be  changed,  and  all  its  af- 
fe6lions  altered ;  is  it  poflible  this  fliould  be  done, 
and  yet  the  man  who  fuffers  this  great  and  total 
change  ihould  not  know  it  ?  can  he  be  brought 
out  of  darknefs  into  light,  and  not  be  fenfible  of 
it  ?  can  he  be  delivered  from  the  fear  of  death, 
and  not  find  that  his  fears  are  gone  ?  can  his 
bonds  and  chains  be  broken  off,  and  (hall  he 
not  feel,  that  he  is  at  liberty  ?  furely  he  muft — 
he  muft  know  and  feel  it.  He  muft  have  as 
clear  an  idea  of  it,  as  a  poor  condemned  pri- 
foner  would  have  of  liberty,  if  he  was  brought 
out  of  the  dark  dungeon,  and  his  chains  and 
fetters  knocked  off.  If  you  allow  him  to  expe- 
rience his  deliverance,  then  you  cannot  deny  the 
fame  experience  to  the  redeemed  of  the  Lord, 
whom  he  has  brought  out  of  darknefs,  and  whofe 
chains  he  has  broken  afunder.  For  doubtlefs 
the  foul  may  have  its  experience  as  well  as  the 
body,  and  the  knowledge  will  be  as  certain  in 
one  cafe  as  in  the  other.  And  it  highly  con- 
cerns all  formal  nominal  chriftians,  and  I  call 
upon  them,  to  obferve  this.  And  I  would  en- 
quire of  them,  how  they  know  that  they  have 
been  redeemed,  if  they  have  had  no  experience 
H  2  of 
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of  redemption  ?  will  they  pretend  that  they  were 
born  in  a  chriftian  country,  and  were  baptifed, 
and  have  lived  ever  fince  in  the  communion  of 
fome  reformed  church  :  be  it  fo.  But  all  this 
entitles  them  no  more  to  redemption  than  if  they 
had  been  born  among  the  heathens  or  mahome- 
tans  :  for  a  man  born  in  England  wants  conver- 
fion  as  much  as  one  born  in  Turkey.  The  fame 
change  of  heart  is  neceffary  for  both  ;  and  it  is 
certain,  beiDg  baptifed  does  not  change  the 
heart,  becaufe  as  children  grow  up  we  fee  the 
feeds  of  vice  fprouting  up  apace,  and  nothing 
can  check  them  but  being  baptifed  with  the 
holy  Ghoft,  of  which  water  baptifm  was  the 
inftituted  emblem  and  figure:  and  whoever  is 
baptifed  with  the  holy  Ghoft,  muft  as  certainly 
experience  the  change  it  makes  in  him,  as  he  car* 
fee  or  feel  any  outward  obje£l:.  He  was  before 
in  darknefs,  now  he  is  in  light — before  he  was 
afraid  of  death,  now  his  fears  are  gone — before 
he  was  chained  dovvm  in  a  loathfome  prifon, 
now  he  is  at  liberty.  How  can  this  be,  and 
the  man  not  know  it?  is  it  poffible  to  open  the 
eyes  of  a  blind  man,  and  he  not  know  it  ?  can 
he  be  reftored  to  fight,  and  not  fee  it  ?  certainly 
you  cannot  believe  any  thing  fo  abfurd,  and  yet 
you  do  believe  a  greater  abfurdity,  if  you  think 
yourfelves  to  be  the  redeemed  of  the  Lord,  and 
yet  have  experienced  nothing  of  his  redeeming 
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power.  Without  this  experience  you  are  only 
nominal  chriftians,  and  I  befeech  you  (my  bre- 
■thren)  not  to  reft  in  the  mere  name  of  chrifti- 
anity.  If"  you  have  no  knowledge  of  what  Chrifl: 
has  done  in  your  fouls,  you  are  only  chriftians 
in  profeflioH — you  are  chriftians  without  any 
fenfe  or  feeling  chriftianity,  infenftble  chriftians — 
what  mere  nothings  are  thefe  in  religion  ?  you 
fancy  you  live  to  Chrift,  and  yet  jou  have  no 
perception  of  this  life,  what  can  be  more  abfurd  ? 
therefore  be  not  any  longer  content  with  the 
mere  Hiadow  of  chriftianity,  nor  think  you  have 
redemption,  becaufe  you  keep  fome  of  its  out- 
ward fervices.  Thefe  are  well,  but  fomething 
more  is  neceffary.  God  is  to  do  the  great  work 
in  your  fouls.  It  is  all  his.  You  can  do  no- 
thing to  it.  You  have  only  to  defire  and  pray 
for  his  redemption.  And  his  grace,  which  dif- 
])ofes  you  to  defire  and  pray,  will  alfo  do  all  the 
reft :  for  it  is  he,  who  worketh  in  you,  both  to 
will  and  to  do— therefore  cry  unto  him,  until 
he  work  in  you  both  to  will  and  to  do.  If  you 
cry,  he  will  hear  and  anfwer — he  will  bring 
you  from  darknefs  to  light,  from  the  fhadow 
of  death  to  life  eternal,  and  from  the  bonds  oi 
fin  and  fatan  into  the  pcrfe6t  liberty  of  the  fons 
of  God.  And  may  the  bJefTed  Jefug  give  you 
the  experience  of  thefe  great  changes,  that  you 
niay  find  him  almighty  to  perfe£l:  your  redemp- 
S  tion. 
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tidn,  and  then  you  will  be  thankful.  Senfiblt 
of  yottr  own  mifery  by  nature,  and  of  the  bleflings 
of  his  free  grace,  you  will  not  be  filent  in  your 
lledeemer's  praife.  Your  grateful  hearts  will 
overflow  with  expreflions  of  thankfulnefs,  arrd 
you  will  live  entirely  to  him,  who  now  liveth  "in 
you.  And  fo  many  as  are  in  this  happy  ftate, 
who  have  tafted  how  good  and  gracious  out 
Redeemer  is,  will  now  draw  near  unto  .him, 
and  fend  up  their  earneft  requeft  to  him 
for  his  bleffing  upon  what  you  have  heard. 
And 

We  befeech  thee,  O  moft  adorable  God  and 
Saviour,  to  riiake  this  difcourfe  ufeful  and  pro- 
fitable to  our  fouls.  We  confefs  that  we  were 
by  nature  in  darknefs  and  in  the  fliadow  of  death, 
and  were  faft  bound  with  the  chains  of  mifery 
and  fin.  Thus  low  were  we  fallen,  and  there 
was  none  to  help.  But  as  foon  as  we  cried  un- 
to thee,  bleffed  Jefus,  thou  waft  at  hand  to  fave 
and  didft  deliver  us  from  all  our  diilrefles.  We 
praife  and  glorify  thee  for  thy  free  and  full  re- 
demption. And  grant,  O  Lord,  to  this  whole 
congregation  the  fame  happy  experience.  Send 
thy  good  Spirit  into  all  their  hearts,  and  fo  in- 
tirely  change  them  from  fin  to  righteoufnefs,  that 
they  finding  thee  to  be  alfo  their  Redeemer  and 
their  God,  may  join  with  us  in  praifing  thee  for 
thy  goodnefs,  and  in  declaring  the  wonders 
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which  thou  haft  done  for  our  falvation.  Othou 
God  of  love  let  no  one  leave  this  place  with- 
out a  bleffing :  but  hear  and  anfwer  according 
to  the  riches  of  thy  mercy  to  the  glory  of  the 
Father  and  of  the  eternal  Spirit,  three  pcrfons 
of  equal  power,  majefty,  and  dominion,  to  whom 
be  afcribed  equal  honour  and  worfliip,  now  and 
fof  ever.  Ame>i 
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Fools  becailje  of  their  imnjgrejfion,  and  becaufe  of 
their  iniquities  are  afflicted :  their  fotd  abhorreth  all 
manner  of  meat,  and  they  draw  near  unto  the  gates 
of  death.  Then  they  cried  unto  the  Lord  in  their 
trouble,  and  he  faveth  them  out  of  their  diftreffes. 
He  fent  his  word  and  healed  them,  and  delivered 
them  from  their  deJlruSlions .  Oh  that  men  would 
therefore  praife  the  Lord  for  his  goodnefs,  and  for 
his  wonderful  works  to  the  children  of  men.  And 
let  them  facrifice  the  facrifices  of  thankfgiving,  and 
declare  his  zvorks  with  rejoicing. 

The  fubjecl  of  this  Pfalm  is  thankfgiving : 
the  motives  by  which  the  holy  Spirit  tries  to  ftir 
us  up  to  be  thankful  are  taken  from  redemption  ; 
which  is  the  greateft  mercy  God  has  beftowed 
upon  mankind,  and  therefore  it  juftly  demands 
the  greatefl  thankfulnefs.  But  becaufe  the  all- 
wife  Infpirer  of  this  divine  hymn  knew  the  abo- 
minable corruption  of  our  hearts,  and  that  we 
were  by  nature  unholy  ^nd  unthankful,  he  has 
therefore  ufed  feveral  arguments  to  convince  us. 
He  is  earneft  and  importunate  with  us.  He  calls 
aloud  to  us  again  and  again,  folicits,  preffes  us, 
to  open  our  eyes,  and  to  behold  the  wonders 

which 
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which  God  hath  done  for  our  redemption.  And 
to  give  an  eda;e  to  thefe  repeated  intreaties,  and 
to  make  them  pierce  the  deeper,  he  has  adorned 
thorn  with  the  ornaments  of  language,  and  the 
graces  of  fentiment.  The  very  compofition  has 
every  thing  beautiful  and  fublime,  that  can  re- 
commend it  to  our  efteem  ;  and  he  who  knov/s 
the  heart,  and  what  is  moft  likely  to  make  an 
impreflion  upon  it,  has  ftill  farther  heightened 
the  fubjeft  by  four  paintings  from  nature,  which 
he  has  drawn  in  the  moft  lively  and  ftriking  co- 
lours. The  defign  of  each  of  thefe  pieces  is  to 
reprefent  our  fallen  fiate  in  the  moft  affefting 
point  of  view,  that  feeing  and  feeling  the  exqui- 
lite  diftrefs  of  it,  we  may  be  induced  to  cry  unto 
the  Lord  Jefus  for  deliverance  ;  who  never  fhut- 
teth  out  the  cry  of  the  poor  deftitute,  but  hears 
and  comes  with  all  the  haftc  that  almighty  love 
can  make,  to  deliver  and  to  fave.  The  fubjedi 
of  the  firft  painting  is  laid  in  a  wildernefs : 
fallen  man  is  like  a  traveller,  loft  and  bewil- 
dered in  a  defert,  weary  and  faint,  and  ready  to 
perifti  with  famine.  In  the  fecond  piece  his  dif- 
trefs increafes,  for  he  falls  into  a  pit  of  darknefs 
and  the  fliadow  of  death,  where  the  enemy  finds 
him,  and  puts  him  in  chains,  binding  him  with 
mifery  and  iron.  In  the  third,  which  we  are 
going  to  view  at  prefent,  you  will  fee  him  lay- 
ing in  a  fcene  of  ftill  greater  diftrefs.  Behold 
Jiiqi  here  quite  worn  down  with  ficknefs.  See 

how 
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how  pale  and  feeble  and  emaciated  he  looks — hi* 
ftrength  gone — his  appetite  loft — his  breath  fail- 
ing—he draws  near  to  the  gates  of  death.  This 
is  the  affe£ting  fcene  on  which  we  are  now  to 
fix  our  eyes.  And  I  hope  you  will  attend  to 
the  Pfalmift's  account  of  the  caufes  and  fymptoms 
of  our  diforders,  of  the  proper  remedy,  and  of 
the  means  to  avoid  difeafes  for  the  future.  I 
know  you  all  value  health  :  nothing  is  dearer  to 
you  :  for  without  it  life  itfelf  is  a  burden  ;  there- 
fore hear  what  the  Pfalmift  has  to  offer  upon 
thefe  points,  and  let  this  awaken  your  clofeft 
attention,  that  he  does  not  borrow  his  rules  from 
books,  or  from  the  experience  of  the  ableft  phy- 
fjrfja'ns,  but  he  received  them  from  the  author  of 
our  being.  The  all-wife  God  revealed  them  to 
him,  and  through  him  to  us,  and  may  he  guide 
our  hearts,  that  we  may  receive  by  his  grace  all 
that  profit  from  this  fcripture,  which  he  intend- 
ed it  fhould  be  the  means  of  adminiftering  to  the 
-faithful.  May  his  good  Spirit  fanftify  our  hearts, 
while  we  are  viewing  the  three  chief  parts  of  this 
highly  finiflicd  painting. 

Firft,  The  diftrefs  of  the  Tick. 

Secondly,  Their  cure  by  the  great  phyfician. 
And, 

'J'hirdly,  Their  grateful  behaviour  to  him. 

As  to  the  firfi:  particular,  the  caufe  of  their 
ficknefs  is  thus  defcribed.  "  Foolifli  men  by  a 
"  courfe  of  (in,  r.nd  wickcdnefs  arc  affli6led  and 

"  brought 
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"  brought  low."  Sin  was  the  fruitful  parent  of 
all  their  diforders  ;  and  though  they  knew  it, 
though  they  favv  daily  fad  experience  of  it,  yet 
they  were  fuch  fools  as  ftill  to  fin  on,  and  to 
perfevere  obftinately  at  the  expence  of  their  own 
health  and  life.  What  a  ftrong  delufion  was 
this  ?  they  found  themfclvcs  weakened  and  enfee- 
bled, quite  worn  down  with  labouring  in  the 
tvays  of  fin,  and  yet  they  were  fo  infatuated,  as 
to  perfift.  Might  not  the  Pfalmift  with  good 
reafon  call  fuch  men  fools?  what  could  be  greater 
folly  than  to  continue  in  an  habit  of  finning,  until 
it  had  brought  them  fo  low,  "  that  their  foul  ab- 
"  horred  all  manner  of  meat,  and  they  drew 
"  nigh  to  the  gates  of  death  ?"  A  courfe  of  fin 
was  the  caufe  of  their  diforder,  and  in  thefe  words 
the  Pfalmift  gives  us  the  dangerous  fymptoms 
of  it:  food  is  neceflary  to  our  being:  the  defire 
of  it  is  a  natural  appetite,  but  when  nature  lofes 
the  defire  for  that  which  is  nect^ffary  to  its  very 
being,  it  muft  be  then  greatly  difordered.  The 
ftomach  muft  have  been  much  injured,  and  the 
organs  dangeroufly  impaired,  indeed  the  whole 
body  muft  be  in  a  very  bad  habit,  before  all  ap- 
petite could  be  loft:.  But  how  much  more  dan- 
gerous are  the  fymptoms,  when  nature  does  not 
only  ceafe  to  defire,  but  cannot  even  bear  the 
moft  innocent  food  when  the  ftomach  is  be- 
come fo  weak  and  tendei^  that  it  cannot  digeft 
the  lighteft  meat,  the  cafe  is  then  growing  def- 

perate, 
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perate,  and  there  feeir.s  to  be  no  hopes  left, 
when  it  comes  to  the  laft  ftage  here  defcribed, 
viz.  to  loath  and  abhor  all  manner  of  meat.  The 
ftomach  turns  at  the  fight  of  it.  And  the  man 
has  this  loathing  and  abhorrence  of  all  manner 
of  meat ;  what  he  moft  loved,  and  had  the  belt 
appetite  for,  is  now  become  fo  very  offenfive, 
that  at  the  fmell  of  it  he  grows  fick,  and  faints 
away.  Nature  cannot  fupport  itfelf  long  under 
this  diforder.  If  this  lofs  of  appetite,  and  loath- 
ing even  the  fmell  of  the  moft  fimple  food  con- 
tinue, it  muft  wear  the  patient  out :  indeed  it  is 
not  always  a  mortal  diftemper;  there  may  be 
an  entire  loathing  of  food,  and  even  fainting 
away  at  the  fmell  of  it,  and  the  patient  may 
fometimes  recover.  But  in  the  prefent  cafe,-  the 
diltemper  had  continued  fo  long,  and  was  grown 
fo  inveterate  that  there  were  no  hopes,  for  they 
draw  nigh,  the  Pfalmift  fays,  to  the  gates  of 
death,  thefe  gates  of  brafs,  and  bars  of  iron,  with 
which  death  locks  up  his  prifoners  in  the  grave  ; 
and  you  may  judge  how  great  muft  be  the 
ftrength  of  thefe  gates  and  bars,  fince  only  one 
perfon  was  ever  able  to  break  through  them, 
and  if  he  had  not  been  more  than  man,  he 
could  never  have  broken  thefe  gates  of  brafs,  nor 
cut  thefe  bars  of  iron  in  funder. 

This  is  the  ftriking  image  in  the  text,  and  in 
order  to  fee  it  in  the  i-j^oft  affecting  point  of  view, 
you  fliould  vifit  a  perfon  in  this  diftrefs.    Go  to 

bis 
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his  ficlc  bed  and  behold  him  in  this  languifbing 
condition,  laying  weak  and  feeble,  and  wearing 
away  apace  through  lofs  of  appetite  :  you  fee  all 
the  organs  of  the  body  for  want  of  natural  fup- 
plies  begin  to  be  unable  to  perform  their  pro- 
per offices.  And  as  the  bodily  ftrength  decays, 
the  faculties  of  the  mind  alfo  are  impaired.  His 
memory  is  fhort.  He  is  fcarce  able  to  diftin- 
guifli  one  objeft  from  another.  If  you  continue 
for  fome  time  by  his  bedfide,  and  examine  all 
the  fymptoms  of  his  diforder,  it  muft  greatly 
move  your  compaffion  to  fee  him  in  fuch  pain 
and  mifery.  You  cannot  but  feel  tenderly  for 
him,  and  the  more,  if  you  recollecl,  that  this 
cafe  may  foon  be  your  own.  And  if  you  thus 
bring  it  home  and  apply  it  to  yourfelves,  it  maj 
be  natural  to  give  a  vent  to  your  pity,  and  to 
flied  one  compaflionate  tear  over  your  diftreifed 
fellow  creature.  But  if  the  perfon  who  is  in  this 
diforder  fliould  happen  to  be  dear  to  you,  a 
relation,  a  friend,  as  near  as  the  wife  of  your 
bofom,  you  could  not  behold  them  in  thefe  ago- 
nies without "fufFering  along  with  them.  And  I 
alk  every  tender  humane  perfOn  among  you, 
whether  he  does  not  think  forrow  would  become 
him  on  fuch  an  occafion  ?  You  fee  how  natu- 
rally tears  flow  at  the  light  of  a  painte.d  fcene  in 
a  deep  tragedy :  and  what  then  would  the  world 
fay  of  an  hufband,  who  could  fee  his  wife  lan- 
guifliing  under  the  lofs  of  appetite,  and  yet  ftand 

by 
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by  her  unconcerned,  even  after  the  phyfician  had 
pronounced  her  cafe  defperate,  A  man  of  tha 
leaft  compaflion  would  be  greatly  afFefted,  and 
I  appeal  to  every  one  of  you,  whether  you 
would  not  approve  of  his  tender  concern  for  fo 
dear  and  intimate  a  relation.  I  know  you  would 
think  yourfelves  inhuman  and  brutilh,  if  you 
felt  no  fentiments  of  pity  for  the  fufferings  of 
your  bofom  friend.  And 

What  can  be  dearer  to  you,  than  your  own 
fouls  ?  have  pity  therefore  upon  yourfelves :  for 
you  are  the  men.  This  is  your  own  picture, 
painted  from  nature,  and  by  the  eternal  Spirit  of 
God.  You  are  thefe  very  perfons,  labouring 
under  this  lofs  of  appetite.  Every  one  of  you 
by  the  fall  is  in  this  dreadful  cafe  ;  O  there- 
fore turn  your  compaifion  upon  yourfelves.  And 
if  the  fight  of  the  bodily  difeafe  in  others  made 
you  fufFer,  let  your  fuffering  be  doubled  at  the 
fight  of  your  own  inward  difeafe.  Can  you 
mourn  over  thefe  outward  maladies,  and  can 
you  fpare  no  tears  for  your  poor  diftem- 
pered  fouls?  fiiall  they  be  lick  unto  death, 
and  fliall  not  the  bowels  of  your  compaflion  be 
moved 

But  you  do  not  find  tliem  fick  ;  you  feel  no 
pains  for  the  lofs  of  appetite.  This  is  the  worft 
f}  mptom  :  for  fin,  which  was  the  caufe  of  the  dif- 
order,  has  now  deluded  you  into  the  laft  fiage 
of  it.  You  are  dying  ;  and  yet  the  delufion  of 
3  fin 
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fin  is  fo  ftrong,  that  you  have  no  concern  for 
your  own  death,  your  eternal  death.  O  !  my 
brethren,  for  the  love  of  God,  and  all  that  is 
dear  and  valuable  to  you,  in  time  and  eternity, 
roufe  up  your  tendernefs  and  pity.  The  Lord 
grant  you  may  fliake  off  this  fpiritual  lethargy, 
•which  makes  you  fo  infenfible  of  the  diftreffed 
ftate  of  your  fouls.  May  he  awaken  you  from 
this  dead  fleep  of  fin,  and  open  your  eyes  to  fee 
your  danger:  for  indeed  wc  are  all  in  this 
diftrefs.  Sin  has  robbed  us  of  all  appetite  for  our 
fpiritual  food.  We  have  no  dcfne,  no  relifli  for 
it  5  nay,  while  we  continue  in  fin,  we  abhor  it, 
we  loath  it,  our  ftomachs  turn  againft  it,  and 
we  cannot  help  fliewlng  our  refentment  againft 
them,  who  perfuade  us,  and  earneftly  intreat  us 
to  take  it,  and  live. 

That  all  men  are  by  nature  in  this  fituation, 
whether  th-ey  fee  it  or  not,  wili  be  proved  in  the 
fequel :  indeed  it  is  plain  enough  from  the  text : 
for  the  plalmift  teaches  us,  that  fin  is  the  caufe 
of  this  diforder,  confequently  all  who  have  fin- 
ned muft  be  thus  difordered  ;  and  are  we  not  all 
finners  ?  and  are  not  thefe  finners  in  the  greateft 
danger,  who  do  not  fee  that  fin  has  brought 
them  into  this  diforder  ?  for  by  not  feeling  their 
diftrefs  they  have  no  motive  to  cry  out  for  help  : 
but  if  it  fliould  pleafe  God  to  open  their  eyes, 
and  to  fliew  them  their  fpiritual  malady,  at  the 
very  fight  of  their  extreme  danger  they  would 

be 
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be  moved  to  implore  deliverance.  And  the  firft 
figh  that  comes  from  an  awakened  heart  pierces 
the  ears  of  our  gracious  God.  The  Lord  Jefus 
hears  it,  and  he  comes  with  all  the  hafte  almighty 
love  can  make  to  anfwer  it  ;  for  it  follows  in 
the  19th  verfe,  "  Then  they  cry. unto  the  Lord 
"  in  their  trouble,  and  he  faveth  them  out  of 
"  their  diftreffes  as  foon  as  they  cried  for 
falvatfon  the  great  phyfician  M  as  fent  to  fave 
them — "  Jehovah  fent  his  word,  and  healed 
"  them,  and  they  were  delivered  from  t^ir 
"  deftruclions."  His  word  who  healed  them 
was  his  effential  word — even  the  fecond  per- 
fon  in  the  Godhead,  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift — 
the  word  who  was  made  flefh  and  dwelt  among 
us :  of  this  divine  word  it  was  foretold  in  the 
Old  Teflament,  that  he  fliould  arife  with  the 
glory  of  the  morning  fun,  bringing  healing  in 
bis  wings  for  all  our  maladies :  and  accordingly 
the  New  Tcftament  relates,  that  Jefus  went 
about  all  Galilee,  preaching  the  gofpel  of  the 
kingdom,  and  liealing  ALL  manner  of  iicknefs, 
and  ALL  manner  of  difeafe  among  the  people. 
He  healed  the  bodily  difeafes  miraculoufly,  to 
prove  that  he  was  the  almighty  phyfician  of  the 
foul.  And  it  is  remarkable  that  he  never  rejected 
any  perfon,  who  applied  to  him  for  an  outward 
cure,  to  dcmonftrate  to  us,  that  he  would  never 
cafl;  out  any  perfon,  who  fliould  apply  to  him 
for  a  fpiritual  cure.    You  hear  in  the  text,  that 

fo 
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fo  foon  as  they  cried  to  him,  he  was  at  hand  to 
fave,  and  they  had  happy  experience  of  the 
Pfahnift's  defcription  of  him—"  He  giveth  them 
"  medicine  to  heal  their  ficknefs" — He  gave 
them  a  medicine  which  prefently  reftored  to 
them  a  good  appetite.  He  fent  his  divine  grace 
into  their  hearts,  which  took  off  their  loathing 
and  abhorrence  of  food,  and  then  raifed  in  them 
•  an  hungering  and  thirfting  after  Chrift's  righte- 
oufnefs— and  this  appetite  for  it  will  always  be 
fatisfied  :  for  blefled  are  they,  fays  the  almighty 
phyfician  himfelf,  blcfled  are  they  that  hunger 
now  :  for  they  fliall  be  filled— they  fliall  have 
more  grace,  who  have  a  fpiritual  appetite,  an 
hungering  for  more— they  fliali  be  even  filled 
with  grace  :  for  he  hath  filled  the  hungry  with 
good  things,  with  grace  to  juftify,  and  with 
grace  to  fanftify;  thefe  are  good  things,  in- 
cluding every  thing  that  is  good,  fliort  of 
glory. 

And  after  the  free  love  and  mercy  of  our 
moft  adorable  phyfician  has  raifed  us  from  the 
death  of  fin,  and  given  us  a  new  life  with  new 
faculties  and  new  appetites,  and  our  fpiritual 
food  is  now  grown  pleafant  and  defirable  to  our 
fouls,  fo  that  we  tafte  it  and  relifli  it  with-  joy ; 
how  then  can  we  forbear  breaking  out  into  his 
praifes,  who  has  been  fo  exceedingly  gracious 
unto  us  ?  we  cannot  refrain.  It  would  be  offer- 
ing violence  in  us  to  enjoin  filcnce.    We  mud 
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te  telling  of  what  our  deareft  Lord  has  done  for 
our  recovery,  and  forry  we  are  from  our  hearts, 
that  we  cannot  honour  him,  as  we  could  wifli. 
Our  beft  oblations,  our  higheft  praiies,  what  are 
they,  how  poor  and  unworthy  a  return  for  his 
ineftimable  love  ?  but  thou  haft  required  them, 
blefled  Jefus,  and  we  prefent  them  before  thee, 
knowing  that  we  ftand  in  need  of  thy  merits  to 
pardon  our  imperfcft  praifes;  O  make  them 
fuch  as  God  the  Father  may  accept :  for  we 
now  praife  thee  for  thy  goodnefs,  and  we  declare 
to  all  the  world,  that  thou  haft  done  wonders  of 
mercy  for  our  falvation.  And  when  the  pro- 
phet enquired  "  what  fliall  I  render  unto  the 
*'  Lord  for  all  his  benefits  done  unto  me  ?"  he 
was  led  by  the  holy  Spirit  to  make  this  refolu- 
tion.  "  I  will  take  the  cup  of  falvation,  and 
"  call  upon  the  name  of  the  Lord :"  he  went 
to  the  blefled  facrament,  there  to  offer  his  facri- 
fice  of  thankfgiving,  and  there  the  holy  Spirit 
dire£ls  the  redeemed  of  the  Lord  to  go  in  the 
laft  verfe  of  the  text.  "  And  they  facrificed  the 
"  facrifices  of  thankfgiving,  and  declared  his 
"  works  with  rejoicing."  This  was  the  facri- 
fice  of  the  Eucharift,  to  which  the  perfons,  who 
have  been  healed  of  their  fpiritual  maladies,  go 
in  grateful  remembrance  of  the  numerous  and 
endlefs  bleffmgs,  derived  to  them  from  the  body 
and  blood  of  Jefus  Chrift ;  of  which  the  facri- 
fices of  thankfgiving  under  the  law  were  ex- 

preflive 
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preflTive  memorials  :  for  at,  every  fuch  facrifice 
the  blood  of  fonie  pure  clean  animal  was  flied, 
and  there  were  offered  with   it  unleavened 
cakes  mingled  with  oil,  and  unleavened  wafers 
anointed  with  oil,  and  the  fleffi  of  the  facrifice 
was  to  be  eaten  the  fame  day  it  was  offered.  In 
like  manner  at  our  facrifice  of  thankfgiving, 
where  thefe  figures  are  realized,  we  have  the 
facramental  blood  of  the  moft  clean  and  un- 
fpotted  lamb  of  God,  with  which  we  have 
bread,  that  is  verily  and  indeed  the  flefli  of 
Chriff:  to  the  faithful,  when  it  is,  like  thefe 
wafers  and  cakes,  anointed  with  the  holy  un£lion 
of  the  blefled  Spirit :  when  he  accompanies  the 
outward  elements  with  his  divine  grace  and 
blefllng,  then  we  partake  of  the  body  and  blood 
of  Chrift.    And  his  body  is  meat  indeed,  and 
his  blood  is  drink  indeed — the  only  meat  and 
drink  which  can  fupport  the  foul :  for  without 
them  we  have  no  life,  no  fpiritual  divine  life 
abiding  in  us.    And  after  Chrift  has  healed  our 
infirmities,  and  reftored  our  loft  appetite,  vi'here 
fliould  we  go  for  food  but  to  our  Lord's  table  ? 
where  can  we  receive,  but  from  his  body  and 
|jlood,  fupport  to  our  fouls,  and  growth  in  grace  ? 
he  has  inftituted  thefe  outward  figns  to  fignify 
his  inward  grace,  and  has  afliircd  us,  that  he  will 
do   the   fame  thing  to  the  foul,  which  the 
elements  do  to  the  body.    Upon  this  promifc 
the  redeemed  reft.    They  go  to  the  holy  facra- 
nient,  both  to  offer  their  facrifices  of  thankf- 
I  a  giving 
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giving  for  what  their.Saviour  hath  done  for  their 
fouls,  and  alfo  to  receive  frcfli  pledges  of  his 
love  and  bounty.  And  whoever  approaches  the 
Lord's  table  with  this  faith,  will  always  find 
occafion,  when  he  comes  from  it  to  declare  the 
works  of  Chrift  with  rejoicing.  God  grant  this 
whole  fcripture  maybe  fulfilled  in  every  one  who 
hears  me,  that  feeing  your  natural  ficknefs  by 
fin,  you  may  be  difpofed  to  fly  to  the  great 
phyfician,  and  may  receive  fuch  a  perfect  cure, 
that  his  praifes  may  be  your  delight  and  joy  for 
ever  and  ever. 

I  have  now  gone  through  the  paraphrafe  upon 
the  words ;  you  have  heard  the  fenfe  and  mean- 
ing of  them  laid  open.  They  contain  a  mod 
afFefting  image  of  the  mifery  and  diftrefs  of  our 
fallen  nature,  which  we  will  briefly  review  by 
way  of  fpiritual  application  in  thefe  three  par- 
ticulars, under  which  it  was  before  confidered  in 
the  paraphrafe. 

Firft,  The  diftrefs  of  the  fick. 
Secondly,  Their  cure  by  the  great  phyfician. 
And, 

Thirdly,  Their  grateful  behaviour  to  him. 

And  firft.  As  to  the  diftrefs  of  the  fick,  you 
have  feen  it  drawn  by  the  holy  Spirit  in  the 
ftrongeft  colours:  and  his  painting  has  an  univer- 
fal  likenefs.  It  does  not  reprefent  this  or  that 
man,  but  every  man  ;  every *fon  of  fallen  Adam 
is  here  painted  to  the  life  :  for  before  he  is  re- 
I  deemed, 
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dcenied,  he  lies  Innguiniing  and  pining  away  in 
a  courfe  of  fin  :  his  foul  is  in  fuch  a  bad  habif, 
as  his  body  is  in,  when  it  has  loft  all  appetite 
for  food,  and  not  only  does  not  defire  it,  but 
even  loaths  it,  and  continues  in  this  weak  feeble 
condition,  until  it  draws  near  to  the  gates  of 
death.  Now  Chrift  is  the  only  fupport  and  food 
of  the  finful  foul  ;  and  yet  it  has  no  appetite 
for  him,  not  only  does  not  defire  him,  but  even 
loaths  and  abliors  him,  while  it  is  drawing  near 
to  the  gates  of  death,  and  it  \\\\\  be  the  Lord's 
mercy,  if  the  gates  be  not  foon  ihut  upon  it. 

And  now,  my  brethren,  let  mebriogthis  point 
home  to  you.  Do  yoa  indeed  believe,  tliat  this 
is  a  true  pi6lure  of  human  nature,  and  of  every 
one  of  you  in  your  finful  flate,  before  you  have 
redemption  ?  through  faith  in  the  blood  of  Jefus  ? 
the  holy  Spirit  who  drew  it,  declares  it  is.  And 
why  lliould  you  not  believe  him  }  for  it  is  found- 
ed upon  a  plain  matter  of  fatl,  w  liich  you  cannot 
deny,  and  that  is,  the  univerfal  comiption  of 
mankind.  If  they  be  all  finners  by  nature, 
which  is  as  certain  as  that  they  are  men  by 
nature,  then  they  are  all  fick,  and  this  pifture  is 
a  true  likenefs  of  them  all  :  for  fin  brings  the 
foul  low,  and  weakens  itr,  facaltios,  as  ficknefs 
does  the  body  and  its  faculties  ;  and  as  iicknefs 
takes  away  the  appetite  of  the  body,  and  creates 
au  averfion  to  food,  fo  does  fin  take  awav  tb.e 
a])pelite  of  the  f /ul,  and  create  an  averfioii  to 
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its  food.  This  is  plain  matter  of  fact,  and 
it  is  fcripture  too:  for  fin  is  the  caufe  of  this 
fpiritual  malady,  and  fmce  all  men  have  fin- 
ned, all  men  therefore  are  fpiritually  difeafed 
with  the  pains  and  miferies  of  fin.  And 
there  is  no  remedy  upon  earth,  no  human 
means,  either  by  fimple  repentance,  or  by  mora- 
lity, to  heal  this  dangerous  ficknefs.  The  divine 
and  almighty  phyfician  is  the  only  healer  of  the 
nations,  but  the  moralift  and  the  infidel  want 
him  not — the  whole  want  no  phyfician,  but  they 
that  are  fick,  but  they,  who  fee  and  feel  the  evil 
effects  of  fin,  earneftly  feck  and  implore  his 
help,  and  for  them  he  has  healing  in  his  vi'ings  ; 
as  the  Evangelift  has  remarked — and  "  Jefus 
"  healed  all  that  were  fick,  that  it  might  be  ful- 
filled which  was  fpoken  by  Efaias  the  prophet, 
"  faying,  himfelf  took  our  infirmities  and  bare 
"  our  ficknefles."  And  when  took  he  our  in- 
firmities, and  bare  our  fickneflfes  ?  was  it  not 
when  he  bare  our  fins  in  his  own  body  upon  the 
tree  ?  for  by  his  flripes  we  are  healed.  When 
he  took  away  our  fins,  he  then  had  power  to  heal 
us,  and  confequently  if  he  had  not  taken  our 
fins  away,  we  could  not  have  been  healed :  but 
we  muft  have  remained  in  the  foul  leprofy  of 
our  tranfgreffions,  and  in  fuch  a  like  condition 
as  the  prophet  Ifalah  has  defcribed.  "  Ah  ! 
"  finful  nation,  a  people  laden  with  iniquity,  a 
"  feed  of  evil  doers,  children  of  corrupters — the 

"  whole 
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"  whole  head  is  fick,  and  the  whole  heart  is 
"  faint— from  the  fole  of  the  foot,  even  unto  the 
head  there  is  no  foundnefs  in  it,  but  wounds, 
"  and  bruifes,  and  putrefying  fores."  This  is  a 
true  defcription  of  all  finful  people,  and  of  every 
finner  in  particular.  And  the  image  is  juft  and 
cxpreffive  if  you  apply  to  the  foul  what  is  here 
fald  of  the  body :  for  fin  makes  the  whole  head 
fick,  and  the  whole  heart  faint.  Sin  diforders 
all  the  faculties  of  the  foul,  fo  that  from  the 
fole  of  the  foot  even  unto  the  head,  there  is  no 
foundnefs  ;  they  are  all  corrupt,  and  the  cor- 
ruption Avill  as  certainly  end  in  the  deftruftion 
of  the  foul,  as  a  like  total  corruption  in  the  body 
would  end  in  its  deftrudion. 

But  I  have  heard  perfons  enquiring,  how  can 
this  be  ?  can  I  be  thus  fick,  even  unto  death,  and 
not  know  it,  and  not  feel  it  ?  moft  undoubtedly 
you  may.  Your  cafe  may  be  dangerous,  even  def- 
perate,  and  yet  you  may  have  no  fenfe  of  it :  for 
this  is  a  fpiritual  difeafe,  and  the  Caufe  of  it  is 
fin,  and  every  fin  obfcures  and  blinds  the  eyes  of 
the  foul,  and  makes  its  other  fenfes  grofs  and 
thick,  and  an  habit  of  fin  deadens  them  entirely, 
what  St.  Paul,  fpeaking  of  the  unregenerate, 
calls  being  part  all  feeling.  So  that  you  may  be 
fick  unto  death,  and  yet  be  paft  all  feeling.  The 
body  in  the  mean  while  may  be  in  health,  and 
the  foul  may  be  dying.  The  body  may  be  as 
ftrong  as  Sampfon,  and  yet  the  poor  foul  may 

be 
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be  languifliing  and  fainting,  and  drawing  near  to 
the  gates  of  death :  and  it  is  the  nearer  the  lefs 
apprehenfive  you  are  of  it.  If  fin  has  fo  blinded 
and  deluded  you,  that  you  neither  fee  your  guilt, 
nor  feel  your  danger,  your  cafe  I  pronounce  to 
be  at  prefent  dcfperate.  You  ftand  on  the  pre- 
cipice. You  are  on  the  very  brink  of  ruin — one 
ftep  more,  and  behold  the  pic  is  open.  You  fall. 
You  are  loft  for  ever.  Eternal  deftruftion  is  your 
portion.  Men  and  brethren,  take  warning.  I  in- 
treat  you  by  the  tender  mercies  of  our  Lord  Jcfus 
Chrift  to  flop,  and  to  confider  your  cafe.  Unlefs 
you  are  in  love  with  pain  and  mifery,bc  perfuaded 
to  requeft  of  our  God,  to  open  your  eyes.  Let 
me  beg  of  you,  for  I  fee  your  extreme  danger, 
and  out  of  love  to  your  fouls  I  importune  you, 
to  defire  God  to  fliew  your  true  ftate.  And  will 
you  not  vouchfafe  to  fend  up  one  defire  to  him 
for  yourfelves  ?  but  are  you  fully  determined  to 
keep  your  eyes  fliut  againft  your  danger,  and  to 
go  on  in  your  fins  ?  would  to  God  I  knew  the 
proper  motives  to  awaken  your  confciences,  and 
to  make  you  fenfible,  that  your  ficknefs  is  unto 
death,  if  I  did,  you  fhould  not  fleep  a  moment 
longer  upon  the  brink  of  eternal  deftruction  : 
for  there  indeed  you  lay,  whether  you  fee  your 
danger  or  not.  And  can  none  of  my  exhorta- 
tions, none  of  my  friendly  intrcalies  prevail  with 
you  to  roufe  up  and  to  look  into  your  own  hearts, 
and  to  examine  your  ftate  and  condition  ?  cannot 

I  pre- 
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I  prevail?  if  you  ftill  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  me,  O 
blefled  Jefus,  I  \vill  then  turn  to  thee.  Thou 
God  of  love,  fend  thy  good  Spirit  upon  every 
perfon  here  prefent,  on  whom  my  arguments 
have  made  no  imprcfllon,  and  fliew  them  the 
dangerous  malady  of  fin ;  that  feeling  the  pain 
and  mifery  of  it,  there  may  be  raifcd  in  their 
hearts  a  ftrong  cry  for  thy  falvation.  And  may 
our  moft  adorable  God  now  work  in  you  this 
happy  change,  that  you  may  be  difpofed  to  apply 
for  your  cure  to  the  great  phyfician  of  fouls. 

Which  is  the  fecond  remark.  You  have  heard 
how  he  treated  the  fick  perfons  in  the  text.  So 
foon  as  they  cried  to  him  for  help,  he  came,  and 
by  a  remedy  which  never  failed  reftored  them  to 
pcrfeft  health  ;  and  he  treats  all  his  patients 
"with  the  fame  love  and  mercy.  He  only  waits, 
till  they  be  made  to  fee  their  mifery,  and  to 
cry  unto  him  for  deliverance :  and  if  it  be  but 
one  deep  figh,  but  one  ftiort  prayer,  "  Lord 
*'  Jefus,  be  merciful  unto  me  a  finner,"  if  it 
come  from  the  heart,  he  will  be  merciful  :  for 
his  readinefs  to  relieve  the  diftrefled  is  the  fecond 
part  of  this  beautiful  painting — "  Then  they 
"  cried  unto  the  Lord,"  fays  the  Pfalmift,  "  in 
"  their  trouble,  and  he  delivered  them  from  their 
"  diftrelTes-he  fent  his  word  and  healed  them—" 
The  Lord  Jefus  hinifelf  came.  The  great  healer 
of  the  nations  heard  their  cries,  the  bowels  of 
his  companion  were  rnoved  at  the  fight  of  their 

mifery. 
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raifery,  and  that  tender  heart  which  bled  for 
them  on  the  crofs,  now  melted  into  pity  :  for  he 
defireth  not  the  death  of  fmners,  but  rather  that 
they  fliould  repent  and  live.  He  died  to  give 
them  life,  and  now  they  arc  alking  for  it,  how  can 
he  refufe  it  ?  can  he,  who  came  down  from  hea- 
ven, and  left  his  eternal  throne,  and  laid  afide  his 
divine  glory  for  a  time;  can  he,  who  went  through 
the  world  poor  and  defpifed,  hungry,  and  thirfty, 
and  weary,  can  he  be  without  love  r  did  not  he 
fubmit  to  this  low  abafement,  and  to  thefe  mi- 
feries,  in  order  that  he  might  be  the  fovereign 
phyfician  of  fmners?  And  now  he  has  laid  them 
proftrate  at  his  feet,  humbly  imploring  his  free 
grace  to  raife  them  up,  is  it  impolTible  he  fliould 
deny  to  heal  them  ?  The  crucified  Saviour  can- 
not want  love — the  almighty  God  cannot  want 
power — and  therefore  whofoever  cometh  unto 
him  for  cure,  he  will  in  no  wife  call. out. 

Such  is  Jefus — our  moft  adorable  phyfician — 
and  are  you  not  in  love  with  his  amiable  cha- 
ra£ter  ?  how  fliould  it  endear  him  to  us,  that  he 
is  always  difpofed  freely  to  heal,  and  that  there 
is  no  fpiritual  difeafe  fo  dangerous  and  inveterate, 
but  he  has  flcill  to  heal  it,  nor  any  fo  offenfive  or 
odious  in  his  fight,  but  he  has  mercy  to  heal  it  ? 
he  neither  wants  will  nor  power.  And  can  you 
believe  this,  are  you  verily  pcrfuaded,  that  the 
God  of  love  is  ready  to  heal  you  of  all  your 
maladies,  and  will  you  not  come  to  him  for  a  cure? 

when 
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when  the  bleffed  Jefus  invites,  when  he  prelles 
you  to  accept  heaUh  and  falvation  at  his  hands, 
what  can  tempt  you  to  rejeft  his  gracious  offer? 
I  now  ftand  up  in  his  name,  and  by  his  authority 
now  proclaim  thefe  tidings  of  great  joy — "  I  will 
"  heal  their  backflidings,  1  will  love  them  freely." 
Thefe  are  our  Lord's  own  words  in  the  prophet 
Hofea  xiv.  4.  And  becaufe  he  loves  linners 
freely,  therefore  he  heals  them  freely.  He  re- 
quires no  previous  condition,  but  that  they  fee 
and  feel  their  ficknefs,  and  this  he  makes  them 
fcnfible  of,  and  then  his  free  grace  reftores  them 
to  perfe£l:  health.  And  to  fuch  a  phyfician,  who 
would  not  apply  ?  to  a  phyfician  who  is  almighty 
to  heal,  and  whofe  love  rcfufes  none  that  apply 
to  him,  be  they  ever  fo  fick  and  finful — and  who 
does  all  this  freely.  Free  grace  is  his  only  mo- 
tive. And  upon  hearing  of  fuch  a  phyfician, 
and  knowing  that  you  are  finners,  and  want  his 
help,  will  any  of  you  think  of  leaving  the  church, 
without  applying  to  him  for  relief?  God  forbid. 
I  hope  none  of  you  will  be  fuch  enemies  to  your- 
felves.  What  !  will  you  prefer  ficknefs  to  health, 
and  pain  to  pleafure  ?  Can  you  be  thus  infatuated 
by  fin  ?  Is  there  any  of  you  ftill  under  this  ftrong 
delufion  ?  if  you  are,  may  the  almighty  phyfician 
take  your  cafe  into  his  own  hands,  and  out  of  his 
infinite  love  and  compalfion  firft  difpofe  you  to 
feek  health  from  him,  and  then  freely  bellow  it 
upon  you.    Bleffed  Jefus,  let  thy  divine  power 

be 
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be  now  prefent  to  heal  every  one  of  us,  that  we 
may  all  join  in  giving  thanks  and  glory  to  thy 
name,  which  is  the  Pfalmift's  third  remark  in  the 
text. 

I  fliall  fpeak  very  briefly  to  this  jiarticular,  be- 
caufe  it  concerns  only  thofe  perfons,  who  have 
experienced  the  (kill  of  the  great  phyfician.  They 
alone  are  here  called  upon  to  offer  their  facrifice 
of  thankfgiving.  None  can  be  thankful  to  Chrift, 
but  they  who  have  tafted  of  his  redeeming  love  : 
becaufe  thankfulnefs  arifes  from  our  fenfe  of  his 
mercy.  We  muft  firft  cry  unto  him  to  fave  us 
from  the  mortal  difeafe  of  fin,  and  afterwards  have 
received  falvation,  before  our  minds  are  rightly 
difpofed  to  be  thankful.  And  when  the  almighty 
healer  has  thus  gracioufly  reftored  us,  we  can  no 
more  with  this  experience  of  his  love  refrain  from 
his  praifes,  than  we  can  refrain  from  breathing  : 
the  redeemed  of  the  Lord  praife  him  as  freely  as 
they  breathe  :  for  praife  is  as  much  the  breath  of 
a  redeemed  foul,  as  air  is  of  his  body.  The  re- 
deemed cannot  be  filcnt.  It  is  their  delight  and 
joy,  and  they  are  never  more  happy,  than  when 
they  are  praifing  the  Lord  Jefus  for  his  goodnefs, 
and  declaring  the  wonders  which  he  hath  done 
for  their  falvation.  O  !  may  the  number  of  the 
redeemed  of  the  Lord  increafe  daily.  May  the 
honour  and  praife  of  our  almighty  phyfician 
fprtad,  and  be  celebrated  with  more  tongues, 
and  with  more  grateful  hearts.  O  thou  fovereign 

healer 
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healer  of  every  finful  malady,  let  thy  fame  be 
more  known  in  the  earth,  and  thy  faving  health 
among  all  nations.  Manifeft  thy  power  to  heal 
all  the  difeafes  of  fin,  but  more  efpecially  mani- 
feft it  to  this  congregation.  O  thou  God  of  love, 
let  thy  power  now  be  prefent  to  heal.  We  call 
upon  thee,  bleffed  Jefus,  we  earneftly  intreat 
thee,  to  hear  us,  and  grant  that  no  one  perfon 
may  leave  this  place,  until  they  either  dcfire  to 
find,  or  do  indeed  find,  that  thou  art  a  mod: 
loving  God,  almighty  to  heal  the  greatefl  of 
fmners :  and  for  thefe  our  prayers  we  defire  ac- 
ceptance through  thine  infinite  merits,  that  thou 
mayeft  anfwer  them  to  the  glory  of  God  the 
Father,  and  to  the  honor  of  the  holy  Spirit,  the 
Trinity  in  unity,  whom  we  worfliip  and  adore, 
now  and  for  ever.  Amen. 
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SERMON  VI. 

Psalm  cvii.  23 — 33. 

They  that  go  down  to  the  fea  in  JJiips,  thai  do  bvjinefs 
in  great  waters ;  thefe  fee  the  works  of  the  Lord, 
and  his  wonders  in  the  deep  :  For  he  commandeth 
and  raifeth  the  flormy  wind,  zvhich  lifteth  up  the 
waves  thereof ;  they  mount  up  to  the  heaven,  they 
go  down  again  to  the  depths,  their  foul  is  melted 
becaufe  of  trouble ;  they  reel  to  and  fro,  and 
Jiagger  like  a  drunken  man,  and  are  at  their  wits 
end.  Then  they  cry  unto  the  Lord  in  their  trouble, 
and  he  bringeth  them  out  of  their  diflreffes.  He 
maketh  the  form  a  calm,  fo  that  the  waves  thereof 
are  fill.  Then  are  they  glad,  becaufe  they  be 
quiet ;  fo  he  bringeth  them  unto  their  defired  haven. 
O  that  men  would  therefore  praife  the  Lord  for 
his  goodnefs,  and  for  his  wonderful  works  to  the 
children  of  men.  Let  them  exalt  him  alfo  in  the 
congregation  of  the  people,  and  praife  him  in  the 
affembly  of  the  elders. 

The  Pfalmift,  in  this  divine  hymn,  calls  upon 
us  to  be  thankful  for  the  bleflings  of  redemption, 
and  in  order  to  infpire  us  with  the  greater  thank- 
fulnefs,  he  fets  before  us  a  perfeft  reprefentation 
of  man's  mifery  before  he  is  redeemed.  The 

three 
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three  iirft  parts  of  this  facred  painting  ha\e 
been  ahcady  confidered.  We  have  feen,  that 
man,  in  his  natural  fallen  flate,  is  as  much  at  a 
lofs  to  find  out  the  way  to  heaven,  as  a  traveller 
would  be  in  fome  vaft  dcfert,  where  he  is  quite 
loft  and  ready  to  peridi.  He  is  as  much  unable  to 
walk  in  the  way,  even  if  he  were  directed  aright, 
being  faft  bound  with  the  chains  of  fin,  as  a  pri- 
foner  would  be,  who  is  ftiut  up  in  a  dungeon,  and 
there  bound  with  mifery  and  iron.  And  if  his 
chains  were  knocked  oflF,  and  the  prifon  doors 
thrown  open,  yet  he  is  in  fuch  a  weak  languifliing 
condition,  that  he  cannot  ftir  one  ft:ep.  He  has 
fo  weakened  and  impaired  his  faculties  by  a 
courfe  of  fin,  which  has  brought  on  him  a  total 
lofs  of  appetite,  and  has  fo  worn  him  away,  that 
he  is  now  near  to  the  gates  of  death.  Thefe 
are  the  three  beautiful  images,  under  which  the 
holy  Spirit  has  drawn  the  pifture  of  our  fallen 
nature.  The  fourth,  which  puts  a  finifliing  hand 
to  the  performance,  is  contained  in  the  words 
now  read  ;  wherein  our  diftrefs  is  ftill  heighten- 
ed, and  our  danger  is  painted  in  more  llrong 
colouring.  The  fubjeft  of  this  laft  piece  is  a 
ftorm  at  fea,  and  I  believe  there  is  not  in  the 
univerfe  an  obje£t  more  great  and  ftriking,  nor  is 
it  poffible  to  reprefent  it  in  words  more  clear,  or 
in  defcriptions  more  aftefting,  than  what  the 
holy  Spirit  has  here  ufed.  May  he  difpofe  your 
hearts  to  receive  the  inftruftion,  which  they  hold 
a  out 
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out  to  you,  that  every  one  of  you  may  reap  the 
profit  from  them,  for  which  he  infpired  them  and 
left  them  upon  record.  And  to  this  end  you 
will  look  up  to  him  for  his  grace  and  bleffing, 
while  I  am, 

Firft,  Laying  before  you  a  paraphrafe  upon  the 
words  ;  and  then. 

Secondly,  Applying  the  do£lrinc  contained  in 
them  to  your  fpiritual  benefit  and  improvement. 
And, 

Firll,  The  holy  Spirit  has  here  given  us  the 
rcprcfcntation  of  a  ftorm  at  fea ;  which  is  fo 
cxprelTive  and  fublime,  that  the  bare  reading  of 
it  is  fufficient  to  humble  the  pride  of  human 
genius.  If  one  of  the  beft  heathen  poets  had 
undertaken  to  WTite  upon  the  fubjcft,  he  wouJd 
probably  have  given  us  a  volume  upon  it. 
Whereas  this  facred  drawing,  though  it  be 
fliort,  is  neverthelefs  abfolutely  complete.  The 
defcription  rifes  up  to  the  greatnefs  of  the  fub- 
je£t,  and  every  circumflance  in  the  order  it  is 
mentioned  heightens  what  went  before,  and 
makes  the  whole  fo  full  and  perfeft,  that  they 
who  have  been  in  a  ftorm  at  fea,  and  in  danger, 
of  being  caft  away,  cannot  but  tremble  at  this 
relation  of  it.  "  They  who  go  down  to  the 
"  fea  in  Ihips,  and  occupy  their  bufmefs  in  great 
"  waters  ;  thefe  men  fee  the  works  of  the  Lord, 

and  his  wonders  in  the  deep."  We  fee  his 
wonders  every  where ;  the  creation  is  full  of 

them. 
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them.    In  every  place,  in  every  condition  of 
life,  we  may  behold  evident  marks  of  ahiiighty 
power  and  infinite  wifdom ;  but  they  who  live 
a  feafaring  life,  have  more  evident  marks  than 
any  other  perfons :  for  they  fee  the  moft  won- 
derful difplay  of  the  divine  attributes.  Upon 
the  land  we  can  fcarce  form  an  idea  of  what 
they  feel  and  endure  at  fea,  when  at  the  word  of 
God,  "  the  ftormy  wind  arifeth,  which  lifteth  up 
"  the  waves  thereof."    The  accidents  of  the 
ftorm,  and  the  caufes  on  which  they  depend,  are 
here  fo  juftly  reprefented,  that  it  is  not  poffible 
to  fee  a  more  afFefting  pi6ture.    You  may  here 
behold  diftinftly  and  in  beautiful  order,  the 
command  of  God — the  aftion  of  the  wind — the 
rage  of  the  waves — and  the  diftrefs   of  the 
mariners.    God  commands  the  wind  to  arife — 
the  wind  raifes  and  lifts  up  the  waves  of  the 
fca--the  waves  beat  furioufly  againft  the  veffel— 
put  her  in  danger — and  this  danger  raifes  another 
tempeft  in  the  fouls  of  the  poor  mariners.  In 
this  chain  of  caufes  and  effects  God  holds  the 
firft  place  ;  for  he  commandeth  the  ftormy  wind, 
and  then  the  wind  lifteth  up  the  waves  of  the 
deep.    Although  the  wind  be  nothing  but  air 
in  motion,  yet  there  is  no  agent  in  nature  capa- 
ble of  afting  with  greater  force  and  violence. 
The  fea,  in  a  perfeft  calm,  appears  to  be  one 
beautiful  and  even  plain,  fmooth  as  the  polifhed 
marble  ;  but  the  wind  no  fooner  begins  to  blow. 
Vol.  IV.  K  than 
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than  it  is  ruffled  and  agitated.  And  when  it 
blows  with  might  and  fury,  it  tofTes  up  the  waves, 
and  beats  them  one  againft  another  with  fuch 
impetuofity,  that  the  noife  is  inceflant,  and  as 
loud  as  thunder.  And  then  heaping  wave  upon 
wave,  they  here  fwell  into  lofty  mountains,  and 
there  fink  down  into  deep  and  horrible  vallies. 
The  natural  weight  of  the  water  carries  it  down, 
and  the  violence  of  the  ftorm  raifes  it  up,  and 
by  the  oppofition  of  thefe  two  jarring  elements 
there  is  formed  the  moft  dreadful  conflift,  which 
is  to  be  feen  in  the  univerfe  ;  even  on  the  ftiore, 
where  you  are  fafe,  yet  you  cannot  behold  it 
without  horror.  But  what  muft  be  their  fitua- 
tion  who  are  in  the  midft  of  the  ftorm,  and  over 
whofe  heads  the  raging  billows  are  breaking 
every  moment  ?  how  great  muft  be  their  diftrefs, 
when  they  find  their  veflel  become  the  fport  of 
the  winds  and  waves,  and  fometimes  carried  up 
to  heaven,  up  high  into  the  air,  and  prefently 
down  again  into  the  deep  ?  And  to  give  us  a 
ftrong  image  of  the  confufion  of  the  mariners, 
the  holy  Spirit  adds,  that  they  reel  to  and  fro, 
and  ftaggcF  like  a  drunken  man,  tofled  from  one 
fide  to  the  other,  thrown  up  and  down,  and 
reeling  about,  as  unable  to  walk  upright  in  the 
iiiip,  as  a  drunken  man  is  upon  the  land.  In 
this  diftrefs  they  find  the  rudder,  and  the  fails, 
and  the  oars,  of  no  life.  The  fury  of  the  wind 
and  ftorm  carry  the  veffel  where  they  pleafe,  and 
2  the 
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the  waves  beating  againft  her  with  all  their 
might,  in  different  parts,  and  in  ditferent  direc- 
tions, fliake  her  ftrongeft  timbers,  and  make 
fuch  wide  leaks,  into  which  the  fea  comes  pour- 
ing in,  that  the  affrighted  mariners  are  at  their 
wits  end.  All  their  wifdom  is  fwallowed  up. 
The  light  of  reafon  cannot  fuggefl  to  them  any 
expedient,  or  if  it  could,  yet  the  ftrength  and 
arm  of  flefli  are  not  able  to  carry  it  into  execu- 
tion. All  hope  of  being  faved  is  now  taken 
away,  and  their  fouls  are  in  the  utmofl  fear  and 
dread,  and  melt  away  becaufe  of  the  trouble,  as  it 
is  here  expreffed — no  ftability  is  left,  no  courage 
remains.  Their  minds  are  agitated  like  the 
ocean,  and  in  as  much  confufion:  for  befides  the 
lofs  of  the  veffel,  and  of  the  goods,  on  which 
they  fet  but  too  great  a  value,  they  can  turn 
their  eyes  no  way,  but  they  fee  the  waves  ready 
to  fwallow  them  up,  and  death  awaiting  them 
on  every  fide.  No  defired  fliore,  no  favourable 
haven  appears.  On  earth  there  is  no  profpe£l:  of 
deliverance. 

This  is  a  fhort  fketch  of  the  holy  Spirit's  dc- 
fcription,  which,  how  briefly  foever  I  may  have 
reprefented  it,  is  neverthelefs  pcrfeftly  expref- 
five  and  fublime  in  itfelf,  and  will  appear  more 
fo  to  them,  who  have  feen  a  ftorm  in  its  higheft 
rage  and  fury :  for  if  you  have  never  feen  one, 
you  can  form  but  very  faint  ideas  of  it.  I  judge 
thus  from  my  own  experience  :  for  I  have  feen 
K  2  many 
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many  ftorms  from  the  {hore,  and  thought  I 
could  have  given  a  good  defcription  of  them  ; 
but  when  I  was  afterwards  really  in  one,  and  in 
danger,  I  then  found  that  my  former  knowledge 
was  very  imperfe£t.  To  be  in  a  ftorm  at  fea  is 
as  different  from  feeing  it  from  the  fliore,  as  a 
painted  Itorm  differs  from  .a  real  one.  It  felt 
very  differently  to  me  from  what  it  had  ever 
done  before  ;  when  I  \v?ls  in  the  midfl  of  the 
waves,  and  was  toffed  up  to  heaven,  and  then 
down  again  to  the  deep.  The  fea  ran  fo  high, 
that  I  well  remember,  when  our  fhip  was  down 
in  the  deep,  between  two  waves,  I  could  not  fee 
the  top  of  the  mafl  of  a  large  veffel,  which  came 
very  near  us  during  the  ftorm.  You  may  judge 
what  a  fituation  we  were  then  in.  I  believe  the 
flouteft  heart  among  you  would  have  trembled 
upon  this  occafion.  If  you  would  know  how 
you  fliould  have  behaved,  put  yourfelves  in  the 
fame  fituation  we  were  in.  Suppofe  yourfelves 
to  have  been  feveral  days  in  a  troubled  Tea,  toffcd 
with  winds  and  tempefts,  and  at  laft  all  hopes  of 
being  faved  began  to  fail.  What  do  you  think 
would  be  your  fentiments,  if  the  florm  fliould 
ftill  continue,  the  veffel  fliould  grow  kaky  and 
ready  to  fmk,  and  inftant  death  was  before  your 
eyes  ?  if  you  could  really  fuppofe  yourfelves  to 
be  in  this  fituation,  you  would  want  none  of  my 
argumenvs  to  perfuade  you  to  feek  help  from 
God  in  fai:li  a  time  of  need.    Would  not  you 
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pray,  and  iiitrcat  him  with  ftrong  crying  and  tears 
to  come  to  your  aflHtancc  ?  O  with  what  earncft- 
nefs  would  your  fouls  implore  and  beg  him  to 
ftretch  out  his  merciful  hand,  and  fave  you  from 
perifliing  !  let  there  then  be  raifcd  in  your  hearts 
the  fame  ftrong  crying  and  tears,  that  you  may 
be  delivered  from  a  more  dreadful  ftorm,  than 
what  we  have  been  confidering.  This  tempeft 
in  the  natural  world  is  but  a  faint  image  of  a 
much  greater,  which  fm  has  occafioncd  in  tlie 
fpiritual  world.  The  one  is  but  a  painted  ftorm 
compared  to  the  other.  And  to  this  more  ter- 
rible ftorm  you  are  all  fubjcct.  Every  fon  of 
Adam  being  a  fmner,  is  embarked  on  a  troubled 
fea,  where  the  winds  and  waves  are  contrary : 
for  it  muft  be  remembered,  that  this  defcription 
cannot  be  peculiar  to  failors,  becaufe  the  whole 
Pfahii  is  fpiritual,  it  belongs  to  the  redeemed  of 
the  Lord,  and  all  his  redeemed  people  do  not 
literally  go  down  to  the  fea  in  fliips,  nor  do  they 
meet  with  ftorms  from  the  rage  of  winds  and 
waves ;  and  yet  they  are  all  called  upon  to  be 
thankful  for  being  delivered  from  fome  ftorm, 
confequently  they  were  all  in  this  ftorm  before 
they  were  redeemed,  and  they  were  thrown  into 
it  by  the  fame  caufe,  which  made  them  lofe 
themfelves  in  the  wildernefs— fall  into  the  pit— 
ficken  and  pine  away  for  want  of  appetite.  Sin 
was  the  fruitful  parent  of  all  thefe  miferies. 
And  the  ftorm  which  lin  raifcs  is  in  the  foul. 

It 
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It  is  a  fpiritual  tempeft  of  which  the  natural  is  a 
pi£lure.  The  holy  Spirit  intended  the  one  fhould 
be  a  natural  reprefentation  of  the  other.  He 
gave  us  the  outw^ard  image  that  we  might  in  it 
fee  the  likenefs  of  an  inward  ftorm.  And  he 
himfelf  in  his  own  word  has  applied  the  out- 
ward image  to  reprefent  thefe  inward  obje£ts, 
and  therefore  we  have  his  own  infallible  appli- 
cation of  the  text ;  wherein  he  fuppofes  us  all  to 
be  embarked  upon  a  voyage  to  the  haven  of 
eternal  reft.  And  we  failed  thither  on  a  fmooth 
unruffled  fea,  until  fin  entered  into  the  world, 
and  raifed  the  winds,  and  made  the  waves  beat 
againft  us,  and  a  furious  ftorm  darkened  the 
face  of  the  fky,  and  hid  tlie  defired  haven  from 
our  fight.  And  here  the  holy  Spirit  begins  his 
defcription — "  They  who  go  down  to  the  fea," 
into  the  ever  moving,  bafy,  agitated  world, 
which  fin  has  made  like  the  troubled  fea,  "  in 
"  fhips,"  in  worldly  focieties,  oppofed  to  the 
ark  of  the  church,  which  is  but  one,  "  and  do 
"  bufinefs  in  great  waters,"  and  are  occ  ipied  in 
worldly  bufinefs  among  the  crowd,  and  in  the 
buftle  of  worldly  men.  "  Thefe  fee  the  works 
of  the  Lord,  and  his  wonders  in  the  deep" — 
they  fee  a  full  difplay  of  his  wonderful  v»'orks  in 
his  manner  of  bringing  thefe  worldly  people 
into  diftrefs:  for  he  commandeth,  all  affliftions 
come  by  his  order  and  appointment,  this  efpe- 
cially,  which  raifeth  the  ftormy  wind,  which 
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moveth  the  fpirit  of  the  world  to  oppofc  its  owa 
people,  and  lifteth  up  the  waves  thereof  to  dif- 
trefs  them.  Worldly  men  meet  with  a  fea  of 
troubles:  for  the  wicked  arc  like  the  troubled 
fea  when  it  cannot  reft :  wave  after  wave  beat 
againft  them,  and  fvvell  and  lift  up  themfelves 
ftill  higher  and  higher,  until  the  raging  billows 
break  over  their  heads.  And  when  thefe  af- 
fiiftions  come,  they  are  fo  diftrefled,  their  minds 
are  tolTed  and  agitated,  that  they  can  find  no 
reft.  Sometimes  they  mount  up  to  heaven  car- 
ried up  and  fvvelled  with  fpiritual  pride,  then 
again  they  go  down  to  the  depths,  funk  with 
diftruft  and  defpair — their  foul  melteth  away, 
has  no  ftability  or  courage  left,  becaufe  of  the 
trouble.  The  trouble  is  fo  great,  that  the  light 
of  reafon  is  put  out.  The  boafted  moral  fenfe 
refufes  to  take  the  helm,  and  the  re£titude  and 
dignity  of  human  nature  dare  not  dire£t.  The 
religion  of  nature  and  the  fitnefs  of  things  aided 
with  all  the  graces  and  ornaments  of  the  arts 
and  fciences,  and  fet  off  with  the  luftre  of  claf- 
fical  learning,  cannot  hinder  them  from  reeling 
to  and  fro,  and  ftaggering  like  a  drunken  man. 
Nay,  with  all  thefe  learned  and  polite  accom- 
plifliments,  they  are  at  their  wits  end,  quite  un- 
able to  find  out  any  expedient  to  extricate  them 
from  their  diftrefs. 

This  is  a  true  picture  of  man  in  his  natural 
ftate.    It  is  drawn  by  the  fpirit  of  God,  and  is 

the 
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the  likcnefs  of  every  fon  of  Adam  j  for  fin  has 
thrown  them  upon  this  boifterous  fea,  and  raifed 
this  furious  ftorm  againft  them,  and  the  fpirit  of 
the  world  and  the  devil  keep  it  up  in  all  its  fury, 
and  drive  its  mighty  billows  over  their  heads. 
And  they  can  do  nothing  to  efcape  perifliing  in 
the  deep  waters.  Nothing  but  death  is  before 
them.  Oh  may  the  God  of  mercy  open  your 
eyes  to  fee  your  danger,  that  finding  no  help 
upon  earth,  you  may  be  difpofed  to  look  up  to 
him,  from  whom  alone  can  your  falvation  come! 
and  being  thus  difpofed,  then  you  will  follow 
them  in  the  text,  "  who  cried  unto  the  Lord  in 
"  their  trouble,  and  he  delivered  them  out  of 
"  their  diftreffcs." 

This  is  the  fccond  part  of  the  beautiful  paint- 
ing in  the  text.  Happy  was  the  affliction  which 
made  them  fcek  help  from  God:  for  while  the 
world  fmiled  on  them,  they  were  apt  to  forget 
heaven.  But  when  affliction  preflTed  fore  upon 
them,  ap.d  no  human  relief  offered,  the  moft 
ftupid  and  hardened  fmners  were  then  ready  to 
alk  relief  from  God,  and  to  feek  him  in  their 
diftrcfs,  although  they  had  forgotten  and  dcf- 
pifed  him  in  their  profperity.  But  no  affliction 
works  this  happy  effeft  more  certainly,  than  the 
dangers  of  the  fea,  which  are  fo  great,  and  in  a 
florm  fo  far  out  of  the  reach  of  any  fuccour,  that 
there  are  very  few,  in  fuch  a  cafe,  who  do  not 
cry  unto  God  for  help.    And  hence  comes  the 

common 
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common  faying — "  that  they,  who  know  not 
"  how  to  pray,  fliould  go  to  fea  to  learn."  A 
ftorm  is  an  excellent  teacher,  it  forces  men  to 
pray,  it  makes  the  mofl:  profane  and  irreligious 
look  up  to  heaven,  and  if  they  once  look  up 
with  the  prayer  of  the  heart,  our  God,  out  of  his 
infinite  love,  immediately  hears  and  anfwers. 
Call  upon  me,  fays  he,  in  the  day  of  trou- 
ble,  fo  will  I  hear  thee.  And  it  fliall  come  to 
"  .pafs,  that  before  they  call  I  will  anfwcr,  and 
"  while  they  are  yet  fpeaking,  I  will  hear." 
Thus  prayer  engages  the  almighty  on  their  fide, 
and  then  nothing  is  impoffible  to  it.  Prayer 
commands  the  elements — changes  the  feafons— 
flops  the  fun  in  its  courfe — quenches  the  vio- 
lence of  fire--and  calms  the  mod  tempeftuous 
fea.  You  faw  thcfe  poor  mariners  in  diftrefs, 
they  had  exerted  all  their  fkill,  and  toiled  fo 
Jong  as  their  ftrength  lafted,  but  to  no  purpofe  : 
the  llorm  ftill  raged,  and  grew  more  violent,  lo 
that  all  efforts  being  in  vain  they  give  up  their 
vefTel  to  the  fury  of  the  winds  and  waves,  and 
then  at  laft  betake  themfelves  to  their  prayers, 
and  the  prayer  of  faith  did  for  them,  what  the 
united  fkill  and  flrength  of  all  the  men  in  the 
world  could  never  have  effefted.  It  calmed  the 
wind,  it  quieted  the  waves,  it  fmoothed  the 
fea,  and  carried  the  fliattered  veffel  fafe  to  the 
dcfired  haven :  for  upon  their  crying  to  him, 
he  maketh  the  Rorm  a  calm,  fo  that  the  waves 
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"  thereof  are  ftill,  then  are  they  glad,  becaufe 
"  they  be  quiet,  and  fo  he  bringeth  them  unto 
"  their  defired  haven."  And  this  deliverance  is 
to  them  a  matter  of  great  gladnefs.  The  paft 
danger  inhances  the  prefent  fafety — the  ftorm 
which  they  have  efcaped  now  increafes  their 
enjoyuaent  of  the  defired  haven  :  for  it  is  certain 
we  relifli  profperity  better  after  adverfity,  peace 
after  war,  and  health  after  ficknefs.  A  calm  is 
never  fo  pleafant  as  after  a  ftorm.  And  while 
we  are  tafting  the  pleafures  of  it,  how  can  we 
avoid  acknowledging  our  deliverance  with  gra- 
titude. 

This  is  the  third  part  of  the  painting  in  the 
text.  So  foon  as  thefe  mariners  are  delivered, 
they  inftantly  offer  up  their  ,  facrifice  of  thankf- 
giving — "  O  that  men  would  therefore  praife  the 
*'  Lord  for  his  goodnefs,  and  declare  the  won- 
"  ders  that  he  doeth  for  the  children  of  men." 
The  wonders,  which  he  had  wrought,  deferved 
their  beft  thanks,  not  only  in  private,  but  alfo 
in  public,  not  only  in  the  clofet,  but  alfo  in  the 
great  congregation.  And  the  holy  Spirit  in  the 
laft  words  calls  upon  them  to  exalt  their  deli- 
verer in  the  congregation  of  the  people,  and  to 
praife  him  in  the  affembly  of  the  elders,  i.  e. 
openly,  in  the  face  of  the  church,  and  if  they 
fhould  negleft  this,  I  appeal  unto  you  all,  whe- 
ther fuch  ungrateful  wretches  did  not  deferve 
to  have  pcriflicd  unregarded  in  the  ftorm. 

I  have 
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I  have  now  confidered  the  paraphrafe  upon 
the  vvj^ords,  and  have  fet  before  you  the  lively 
painting  of  our  natural  flate,  vsrhich  they  con- 
tain, and  I  come,  fecondly,  to  the  fpiritual  ufe 
and  application  of  them. 

The  image  is  this.  Mankind  before  they  are 
redeemed,  are  like  a  fliip  in  a  ftormy  fea,  agi- 
tated with  paflions,  toffed  up  and  down  with 
cares,  and  fo  blown  about  with  various  tempta- 
tions, that  they  are  never  at  reft.  This  is  their 
calmeft  ftate  in  the  fmiling  day  of  fmooth  profpe- 
rity:  but  affli£tions  will  come,  the  affliftions  of 
fin  and  fatan  and  the  world  will  raife  a  violent 
ftorm,  which  all  the  wit  and  ftrength  of  man 
cannot  efcape.  He  will  foon  be  fwallowed  up 
of  the  devouring  waves  ^  unlefs  that  fame  God 
who  created  the  fea,  fpeak  to  it,  "  peace,  be 
"  ftill."  We  are  all  in  the  fame  fituation  the 
apoftles  were,  when  they  were  alone  in  the  even- 
ing in  the  midft  of  the  fea,  and  the  wind  and  the 
waves  were  contrary  ;  againft  which  they  toiled 
rowing  in  vain,  until  Chrift  came  to  them  walk- 
ing upon  the  fea,  and  commanded  the  winds 
to  ceafe,  and  the  waves  to  be  ftill.  Upon  which 
there  was  a  great  calm  :  for  they  knew  his  voice, 
who  had  fpoken  them  into  being,  and  they 
obeyed.  His  word  is  almighty  to  compofe  and 
ftill  the  raging  war  . of  the  moft  furious  elements. 
And  he  is  as  almighty  in  the  fpiritual  world,  as  he 
is  in  the  natural.    Into  Avhatever  foul  he  enters. 
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he  commands  all  the  jarring  paffions  to  be  niH, 
and  there  is  indeed  a  blcfTed  calm.  O  may  the 
ahnighty  Saviour  fpeak  thus  unto  you  all,  that 
you  may  fail  on  a  fmooth  unruffled  fea,  until 
you  arrive  fafe  at  the  dcfired  haven  of  eternal 
reft! 

And  now,  my  brethren,  after  what  has  been 
faid  in  this  and  tlie  preceding  leftures  of  man's 
fallen  ftate,  let  me  afk,  what  opinion  you  enter- 
tain of  it  ?  do  you  really  think,  that  the  image 
which  the  holy  Spirit  has  fet  before  you  this  day 
is  true,  and  drawn  from  nature  .''  do  you  indeed 
believe,  that  fm  has  thrown  you  upon  the  wide 
and  furious  ocean,  that  the  f[)irit  of  the  world 
and  the  devil  have  raifed  a  tempeft  againft  you, 
and  that  you  are  every  moment  in  danger  of 
being  fwallowed  up  by  the  niercilefs  waves,  and 
that  there  is  no  deliverer  in  heaven  or  earth,  but 
the  Lord  Jefus  ?  if  you  do  not  believe  this  truth, 
upon  what  principles  do  you  deny  it  ?  not  upon 
fcripture  principles ;  for  it  is  very  common  iu 
fcripture  to  defcribe  the  fmful  ftate  of  man  under 
this  image.  The  book  of  Pfalms  is  full  of  it. 
In  the  1 8th,  Chrift  complaining  of  his  enemies 
lays,  "  the  floods  of  ungodly  men  made  me 
*'  afraid,  but  God  took  mc,  he  drew  me  out  of 

many  water?,  he  delivered  me  from  my  ftrong 
"  enemies" — here  the  many  waters  and  the 
ftrong  enemies  ftand  for  the  fame  pcrfons.  The 
69th  Pfalm  begins  thus—''  fave  mc,  O  God,  far 

"  the 
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"  the  waters  are  come  in,  even  unto  my  foul,  I 
"  am  come  into  deep  waters,  where  the  floods 
"  overflow  me-,"  and  then  in  the  14th  verfe 
Chrift  prays  for  deliverance  in  thefe  words,  "  let 
"  me  be  delivered  from  them  that  hate  me,  and 
"  out  of  the  deep  waters" — the  fame  ungodly 
men  who  hated  him  are  alfo  called  deep  waters. 
He  prays  again  in  the  144th  Pfalm,  verfe  7, 
"  fend  thirie  hand  from  above,  rid  me  and  deliver 
"  me  out  of  the  great  waters,  and  from  the  hand 
"  of  ftrange  children."  And  thefe  ftrange  chil- 
dren are  compared  to  troubled  waters  throughout 
the  Prophets,  and  even  to  the  end  of  the  New 
Teftament.  St.  James  likens  theinconflant  waver- 
ing man  to  a  wave  of  the  fea,  driven  with  the 
wind  and  toffed,  and  St.  Jude  calls  the  ungodly 
infidels  raging  waves  of  the  fea,  foaming  out  their 
own  fliame.  And  St.  John,  in  the  17th  chapter 
of  the  Revelation,  has  given  us  a  key  to  open 
all  thefe  fcriptures ;  he  was  fliewn  in  a  vifion 
the  judgment  of  the  great  whore  that  fitteth  up- 
on many  waters — and  in  the  15th  verfe,  the 
angel  explains  the  vifion,  and  fays,  ".  the  waters 
"  which  thou  faweft,  where  the  whore  fitteth, 
"  are  peoples,  and  multitudes,  and  nation^;,  and 
"  tongues,"  all  the  unconverted  race  of  mankind 
of  every  nation  and  tongue. 

Thefe  fcriptures  are  plain  and  exprcfs,  and 
the  meaning  of  them  cannot  be  niiftuken.  If 

you 
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you  deny  the  evidence  which  they  give,  you 
rauft  deny  the  plaineft  matter  of  fa£l  in  the 
world :  for  if  you  look  upon  the  troubled  face 
of  the  fea,  and  then  look  into  the  working  of 
your  own  fouls,  you  muft  obferve  the  moft  ftrik- 
ing  likenefs.  The  mind  is  as  feldom  ferene  and 
calm,  as  the  face  of  the  ocean  is :  various  paffions 
fucceeding  one  another  in  perpetual  flucluation 
forbid  it  to  reft,  they  are  always  agitating  and 
toffing  it,  opinions  are  continually  changing, 
tempers  ever  fluftuating,  as  wave  follows  wave, 
fafhions  are  never  at  a  ftand,  not  only  in  drefs, 
but  alfo  in  learning,  one  fyftem  ftill  pufhing  out 
another,  ebbing  and  flowing,  like  the  tide,  and 
even  the  moral  relations,  and  the  moral  fitnefs 
of  things,  notwithftanding  their  metaphyfical 
eternity,  are  always  flu£luating  and  changing, 
and  yet  always  reftlefs.  And  it  cannot  be 
otherwife,  becaufe  the  mind  of  fallen  man 
is  the  very  pifture  of  the  troubled  fea,  when 
it  cannot  reft,  whofe  waters  caft  Up  mire  and 
dirt,  troubled  like  the  fea,  like  it  cannot  rei^, 
]ike  it  cafting  up  the  mire  of  corruption,  and  the 
dirt  of  fenfuality,  confequently  there  is  no  peace, 
faith  my  God  to  the  wicked.  And  is  not  thi^ 
altogether  the  perfeft  likenefs  of  the  changeable 
inconftant  world,  whofe  tempers,  paffions,  pur- 
fuits,  and  vices,  are  like  the  waves  of  the  fea, 
fucceeding  one  another  in  perpetual  flu£tuation 
and  difordcr  ? 

Thus 
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Thus  experience  confirms  the  teftimony  of 
fcripture,  and  by  the  mouth  of  thefe  two  wit- 
nclTes  the  truth  ought  to  be  eftabliflied.  And 
what  farther  obje£tion  will  you  make  to  it? 
you  will  not  fay,  that  you  do  not  find  it  to  be  a 
matter  of  fa£l  by  your  own  experience.  Would 
to  God  none  of  you  made  this  objeftion  :  for  it 
docs  not  prove  that  you  are  not  in  a  ftorm,  but 
only  that  you  are  feized  with  a  finful  lethargy, 
and  you  doze  and  fieep  on,  while  the  veflel  ia 
finking.  O  my  brethren,  this  is  the  ftrongefl: 
dclufion  of  fin,  and  for  the  love  of  God  and 
your  own  fouls,  awake.  You  are  indeed  perifli- 
ing,  fee,  the  waves  are  breaking  in  upon  you, 
death  is  at  hand,  and  will  not  your  own  fafety 
induce  you  to  fliake  off  this  lethargy  ?  what  a 
wonderful  delufion  is  this  ?  fatan  and  the  world 
have  been  crying  unto  you,  peace,  peace,  when 
there  is  no  peace;  they  have  lulled  confcience 
aflcep,  and  probably  have  feared  it  with  an  hot 
iron,  and  rendered  it  pad  feeling.  In  this  cafe 
you  will  not  feel  your  danger,  although  you  are 
juft  finking ;  the  waves  will  foon  fwallow  you 
up,  and  then  you  will  find  a  fl:orm,  when  the 
wrath  of  the  almighty  falls  upon  you,  of  which 
the  greateft  fury  of  winds  and  waves  can  give 
but  a  very  faint  and  imperfe6l  image.  '  God 
grant  you  may  efcape  it  !  and  may  his  grace 
awaken  all  your  confciences,  who  fleep  in  fin  \ 
may  the  infinite  love  of  the  blefTed  Jcfus  open 

your 
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your  eyes,  and  fliew  you  your  danger,  that  yoa 
may  be  led  to  cry  unto  him  for  deliverance  ( 
which  is  the 

Second  remark  I  have  to  make.    And  this 
relates  to  thofe  perfans  among  you,  who  find 
they  are  in  a  ftorm,  and  are  willing  to  come  to 
Chrift,  as  thefe  redeemed  of  the  Lord  did  in  the 
text,  that  he  may  command  the  winds  and  the 
waves,  and  there  may  be  a  calm.    If  you  can 
but  once  fee  your  danger,  you  are  fafe  :  for  your 
diftrefs  cannot  be  greater  than  the  Redeemer's 
mercy.    Although  you  find  yourfelves  finking  in 
the  mighty  waters,  yet  you  have  only  to  cry 
with  Peter  on  the  fame  occafion.  Lord  fave  me, 
and  Jefus  will  certainly  ftretch  forth  his  almighty 
arm,  and  you  fliall  be  faved.    If  you  do  but  fee 
your  danger,  and  out  of  the  deep  fenfe  of  it  cry 
unto  him  for  help,  he  will  not  caft  out  your 
prayer :  for  he  is  a  God  of  love,  and  his  love  i» 
almighty  to  fave.    Be  your  fins  ever  fo  great, 
ever  fo  numerous,  your  danger  from  them  ever 
fo  imminent,  fly  but  to  the  altar  of  his  mercy, 
and  take  hold  of  the  merits  of  that  moft  preci- 
ous blood,  which  was  flied  upon  it,  and  then 
you  are  fafe.    For  the  blood  of  the  lamb  of 
God  was  Ihed  for  finners,  and  no  finner  ever 
fought  aright  to  partake  of  the  merits  of  it,  and 
was  cafl  out.    I  came  not,  fays  the  bleflcd  Jefus, 
I  came  not  to  call  the  righteous,  but  finners  to 
re])cntance.    Sinners  alone  want  a  Saviour,  and 
5  our 
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our  God  was  therefore  called  Jefus,  bccaufe  he 
was  to  fave  his  people  from  their  fins,  and  he 
has  promifed  in  the  text,  that  fo  foon  as  they 
cry  unto  him  out  of  the  deep  fenfe  of  their  dif- 
trefs,  he  will  hear  and  anfwer  :  for  he  is  always 
more  ready  to  fave,  than  they  are  to  cry  unto 
him  for  falvation.  And  may  thefe  confidcrations 
haftcn  you  to  feck  this  help  !  into  whatever 
diftrefs  fin  may  have  thrown  you,  if  it  has  ex- 
pofed  you  to  all  the  ftorms  and  tempefts  of  the 
world,  yet  here  is  an  almighty  deliverer.  The 
winds  and  the  waves  know  his  voice,  and  when 
he  commands,  they  obey.  At  his  w^rd  the 
jarring  elements  are  filent  in  the  natural  world, 
and  they  will  be  the  fame  in  the  fpiritual.  If 
he  fpeak  peace  unto  your  fouls,  there  will  be 
a  calm  indeed.  The  rage  of  confcience,  agi- 
tated by  the  dark  blafts  of  guilt,  and  by  the  hor- 
rible, waves  of  mifery,  will  prefently  fubfide,  all 
the  inconllant  tempers,  and  ruffled  paffions  will 
be  compofed,  and  a  ferenity,  but  little  fhort  of 
heaven,  will  enfue. 

Such  is  the  God  of  our  falvation  ;  whoever 
among  you  then  fees  your  danger,  and  wiflies 
for  deliverance,  come  to  our  God  and  he  will 
fave  you.  Come  to  the  Lord  Jefus,  with  ftrong 
crying  and  tears,  and  you  have  his  word  for  it, 
that  you  fliail  find  in  him  an  almighty  deliverer. 
O  ye  poor  diftreffed  fouls,  whom  confcience  and 

Vol.  IV.  L  guilt 
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guilt  torment,  here  is  your  only  remedy.  Look 
up  to  your  redeeming  God  :  for  his  mercy  is 
above  your  diftreffes.     Your  offences  may  be 
great  againft  him,  but  they  cannot  be  fo  great 
as  you  will  find  by  faith  his  love  is  to  you.  He 
loved  you  even  when  you  left  him,  how  much 
more  will  he  love  you  now  you  are  returning  ? 
remember  what  he  fufFered  for  you :  for  your 
fins  he  fweat  great  drops  of  blood — for  your 
fins  he  endured  the  torments  of  his  bitter  pafl[ion 
—for  your  fins   he  bled   on  the  crofs — and 
for  your  fins  he   died — ^his  love  to  you  was 
ftronger  than  death  :  and  therefore  be  not  dif- 
couraged  at  the  fight  of  your  own  wickednefs. 
He  will  receive  you,  be  ye  ever  fo  finful ;  he 
will  not  fhut  you  out,  if  ye  have  been  ever  fo 
ungrateful.    Only  come  to  him  this  day,  and  let 
there  be  raifed  in  your  hearts  a  flrong  cry  for 
his  falvation.    Now  try  the  truth  of  what  you 
have  heard.     Seek  him  with  your  moft  fer- 
vent defires  and  earned  prayers,  and  fee  whe- 
ther he  be  not  the  almighty  Saviour  of  finners. 
And  if  you  come  believing,  as  thefe  redeemed 
of  the  Lord  did  in  the  text,  who  when  they  faw 
no  way  left  to  efcape,  at  laft  looked  up  to  him, 
then  he  will  as  certainly  fave  you,  as  he  did 
them.    O  may  his  bleffed  Spirit  put  it  into  all 
your  hearts  to  fcek  his  love,  until  he  bring  you 
t<5  the  havoi,  where  you  would  be,  firft  to 

the 
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the  holy  haven  of  the  church  militant,  and  then 
to  the  happy  haven  of  the  church  triumphant ! 
And 

After  you  have  received  his  mighty  deliver- 
ance, after  he  has  brought  you  fafe  from  the 
ftorms  of  the  world,  and  has  cahr.ed  the  winds, 
and  compofed  the  waves,  which  oppofed  your 
voyage  to  the  defired  haven,  has  made  you  a  jull 
and  holy  member  of  the  ark  of  his  church,  and 
has  placed  you  fecurely  in  it ;  after  he  has  done 
thefe  wonders  for  you,  is  it  poflible  for  you  to  be 
filent  in  your  deliverer's  praife  ?  while  you  have 
a  grateful  fenfe  of  his  benefits  frefli  in  mind,  you 
will  certainly  be  celebrating  them.  You  cannot 
refrain  from  the  juft  tribute  of  thanks.  And 
this  is  the  third  and  laft  part  of  the  beautiful 
painting  in  the  text,  "  O  that  men  would  there- 
*'  fore  praife  the  Lord  for  his  goodnefs,  and  for 
*'  his  wonderful  works  to  the  children  of  men." 
And  they  who  have  been  in  danger,  and  they 
•who  have  been  delivered,  and  now  live  in  fafety 
and  joy,  they  muft  be  telling  of  his  falvation  all 
the  day  long.  Their  hearts  overflow  with  gra- 
titude and  praife.  Redemption  is  their  favourite 
fubje6t,  and  the  very  name  of  their  Redeemer  is 
dear  and  precious.  JESUS  is  a  word  that  founds 
exceeding  fweet  and  pleafant  in  their  ears  :  they 
find  continual  delight  in  fpeaking  of  their  re- 
deeming God,  and  in  declaring  the  wonders 
which  he  hath  done  for  their  redemption.  And 
L  2  they 
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they  praife  him  with  the  gratitude  of  the  heart, 
and  with  the  thankfulnefs  of  all  the  afFe£tions, 
not  only  in  private,  but  alfo  in  public,  not  only 
with  their  lips>  but  with  their  lives ;  for  the 
praifes  of  a  pure  and  holy  life  are  the  beft  facri- 
fices  of  thankfgiving  which  we  can  now  offer. 
And  may  our  almighty  God  and  Saviour  grant, 
that  every  one  of  you  may  thus  praife  him  !  O 
bleffed  Jefus  !  let  this  fcripture  be  fulfilled  to  day 
in  this  whole  congregation.    Let  not  one  of 
them  depart  until  they  fee  upon  what  a  ftormy 
ocean  they  are  all  embarked,  and  what  dread- 
ful winds  and  waves  fm  and  fatan  and  the  world 
have  raifed  againft  them.    Shew  them  their  dan- 
ger, that  they  may  fly  unto  thee  for  help.  And 
the  moment  they  cry  unto  thee  be  at  hand,  O 
God  of  love,  to  hear  and  anfwer.    And  bring 
them  fafe  by  thy  good  Spirit  from  the  ftorms  and 
tempefts  of  this  world  unto  the  defired  haven, 
Blefled  Jefus  fay  unto  our  troubled  fouls,  peace, 
be  ftill.    Let  thy  grace  calm  all  our  paffions, 
and  fo  fmooth  all  our  ruffled  tempers,  that  every 
one  of  us  may  go  out  of  the  church  in  perfe£t 
love  with  thee,  and  with  one  another.    Hear  us, 
moft  adorable  Saviour,  and  anfwer  us  to  the  glory 
of  the  Father,  and  to  the  honour  of  ihe  eternal 
Spirit,  three  perfons  of  one  undivided  eflence, 
whom  we  worihip  and  adore  now  and  for  ever. 
Amen. 


il 
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Psalm  cvh.  33 — 39. 

He  iurneih  rivers  into  a  wildernefs,  and  the  waler- 
Jpriiigs  into  dry  ground  :  a  fruitfid  land  into  bar- 
reiinefs  for  the  wickednefs  of  them  that  dwell 
therein  :  he  turiieth  the  wildernefs  into  a  jlanding 
water,  and  dry  ground  into  water-fprings,  and 
there  he  maketh  the  hungry  to  dwell,  that  they  may 
prepare  a  city  for  habitation  :  and  few  the  fields, 
and  plant  vineyards,  which  may.  yield  fruits  of 
increafe  :  he  blefeth  ihetn  alfo  fo  that  they  are  mul- 
tiplied greatly,  and  fuffereth  not  their  cattle  to  de- 
creafe. 

In  the  former  parts  of  this  divine  hymn  we 
have  feen  the  mifery  and  diftrefs  of  mankind  in 
their  fallen  ftatc,  from  which,  fo  foon  as  they 
were  made  thoroughly  fenfible  of  it,  and  humbled 
under  it,  our  gracious  Redeemer  delivered  them, 
lie  came  upon  their  firft  cry,  and  his  almighty 
arm  brought  falvation.  And  his  love  was  equal 
to  his  power  :  for  he  not  only  faved  them  from 
their  mifery  and  diftrefs,  which  was  indeed  a 
moft  adorable  a£t  of  free  and  unmerited  grace, 
but  he  alfo  enriched  them  with  his  divine  and 
heavenly  bleflings,  which,  fince  they  could  never 
merit,  they  could  therefore  have  no  reafon  ever 

to 
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to  expeft.  But  mercy  is  the  diftinguifliing  at- 
tribute of  our  Lord  Jefus.  He  is  free  to  par- 
don—free to  give.  Whofoever  cometh  unto 
him, -he  will  in  no  wife  caft  out,  neither  out  of 
his  love  here,  nor  his  glory  hereafter.  And  fhall 
not  they,  who  have  tailed  of  his  redeeming  love, 
comply  with  the  Prophet's  requcfl:  in  this  Pfalm  ? 
fl)all  not  they  be  thankful  ?  confider  from  what 
a  depth  of  mifery  his  free  grace  has  raifed  them, 
and  then  judge  how  it  is  poflible  for  them  to 
refufe  their  due  tribute  of  thankfulnefs  ?  you 
faw  them  firft  in  the  wildcrnefs,  loft  and  ftarA'ing 
travellers,  ready  to  perifli ;  you  beheld  them 
falling  into  the  pit,  w^here  the  enemy  found  them, 
and  put  them  in  chains  of  mifery  and  iron  \  and 
how  greatly  were  you  moved  at  the  fight  of  their 
licknefs,  when  they  lay  pining  away  through  a 
total  lofs  of  appetite,  and  were  grown  fo  weak 
and  feeble,  that  death  was  ready  to  take  them 
into  the  prifon  of  the  grave,  and  to  (liut  its  gates 
upon  them  !  and  what  was  the  worft  of  all,  the 
jbul  was  never  at  reft  ;  fin,  which  brought  them 
into  thefe  miferies,  made  them  ftill  more  mifera- 
ble  under  them.  Guilt  would  not  fuffer  any  of 
the  faculties  to  be  compofed,  and  confcience 
never  knew,  what  it  was  to  be  in  a  calm.  In- 
deed the  whole  man,  body  and  foul,  were  in  fuch 
a  continual  ferment,  and  fo  diftrefted  for  fear  of 
perifliing  every  moment,  that  nothing  in  nature 
could  fo  perfectly  reprefent  their  fituation,  as  the 

diftrefs 

I 

f 

I 


'1 
1 


SERMON   VII.  171 

diftrcfs  of  mariners  at  fca  in  a  violent  ftorm. 
Thefe  are  the  dark  fcenes,  in  which  the  uncon- 
verted and  unregeneratc  lay :  you  have  beheld 
the  fliady  part  of  their  pi6lure,  now  you  are  to 
look  upon  a  more  agreeable  and  pleafing  prof- 
pe6t.  Under  the  image  which  we  are  to  view 
at  prcfent,  the  holy  Spirit  has  given  us  a  beautiful 
painting  of  their  deliverance,  and  we  fee  the 
fame  pcrfons,  who  lay  in  the  mofi:  exquifite 
diftrefs,  here  placed  in  the  mod  delightful  and 
happy  circumftances.  They  are  brought  out  of 
the  wilderncfs,  and  out  of  the  pit,  and  are  healed 
of  all  their  infirmities,  and  their  confciences  are 
compofed  and  calmed — they  are  pardoned  freely 
— made  juft  and  holy — admitted  into  the  one 
true  church  of  Chrift— and  bleffed  in  it  by  him 
w^ith  all  true  fpiritual  graces.  O  what  an  entire 
and  happy  change  is  this  !  God  grant,  that  every 
unconverted  perfon  here  prcfent  may  experience  it ! 
may  he  turn  the  wildernefs  into  a  (landing  water, 
and  dry  ground  into  water-fprings,  &cc.  May  the 
love  of  our  almighty  deliverer  exert  his  power  this 
day,  and  fulfil  every  word  of  what  is  here  faid  of 
the  Gentile  church  in  this  whole  congregation, 
while  I  am 

Firft,  Laying  before  you  a  comment  upon  the 
words,  and 

Secondly,  Bringing  the  do61:rine  contained  in 
them  home  to  your  hearts,  by  way  of  fpiritual 
application. 

3  The 
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The  holy  Spirit  begins  with  a  defcription  of 
the  rcjeaing  of  the  Jewifh  church,  and  of  the 
transferring  of  its  privileges  and  graces  to  the 
Gentiles.    "  He  turneth  rivers  into  a  wilder- 
"  nefs,  and  the  water-fprings  into  dry  ground." 
This  paffagc  is  here  applied  in  a  fpiritual  fenfe. 
It  relates  to  redemption.    And  nothing  more  is 
necclfary  to  the  underftanding  of  it,  than  to 
remember,  that  water  is  in  fcripture,  the  known 
and  cftabliflicd  emblem  of  the  holy  Spirit.  What 
the  one  does  in  nature,  the  other  does  in  grace. 
St.  John  puts  the  matter  beyond  all  doubt,  in  his 
comment  upon  Chrift's  words,  who  had  been 
fpeaking  of  the  waters  which  fliould  flow  from 
believers,  but  this,  fays  he,  he  fpake  of  the  fpirit. 
And  the  olhcr  fcripturcs  fpeak  of  the  fpirit  under 
the  fame  image.    A  church  enriched  with  the 
graces  of  heaven  is  compared  by  the  Prophets  to 
a  well-watered  garden  (Ifaiah  Iviii.  11.  Jer.  xxxi. 
12.)  to  the  paradife  of  God,  watered  with  its 
four  fruitful  rivers  :  for  as  every  thing  ufeful  and 
ornamental  in  the  vegetable  world  is  raifed  up 
by  water,  fo  is  every  thing  in  the  fpiritual  world 
raifed  up  by  the  holy  Spirit.    And  in  the  Jewifli 
church  he  had  caufed  every  virtue  abundantly  to 
c/row  ;  it  was  nourifhed  with  the  ftreams  of  his 
divine'  grace,  enriched  with  the  dew  of  heaven, 
and  bleffed  with  rivers  of  comfort,  infomuch 
that  it  wanted  no  manner  of  thing  that  is  good. 
St.  Paul  thus  enumerates  the  bleflings  of  the 

IfraelitCi 


SERMON  VII. 

Ifraclitcs— "  to  whom  pertaineth  the  adoption, 
"  and  the  glory,  and  the  covenants,  and  the 
"  giving  of  the  law,  and  the  fervice  of  God, 
and  the  promifes,  whofe  are  the  fathers,  and 
"  of  whom  as  concerning  the  flefli  Chrifc  carne." 
Rom.  Lx.  4.  And  when  he  cnmc,  this  once 
favourite  church  would  not  receive  him  for  the 
promifed  Meffiah,  but  reje8ed  and  murdered 
him.  For  which  crime  the  greateft  part  of  the 
Jcwidi  nation  was  cut  off,  and  the  reft  accordin^^ 
to  their  own  prophecies  were  difperfcd  over  tr.e 
face  of  the  earth,  and  they  will  continue  dif- 
perfed,  until  they  receive  Jefus  of  Nazareth  for 
their  Saviour  and  their  God.  Wliile  they  juflify 
the  liorrid  rebellion  of  their  fore-fathcrSj  who 
crucified  the  Lord  of  life,  the  veil  mull  remain 
upon  their  hearts  ;  and  it  is  remarkably  upon 
them  at  prefent :  for  they  are  the  mod  ftupidly 
infatuated  of  all  people — living  without  either 
civil  or  ecclefiaftical  polity— without  a  temple- 
without  a  prieft — without  fiicrifices — vvithout  an 
atonement— and  indeed  they  are  now  without  a 
God  ;  becaufe  they  have  rejefted  the  true  God, 
the  bleffed  trinity  of  their  fathers,  and  worfliip 
they  know  not  what ;  they  have  fet  up  fonie 
ftrange  kind  of  an  infinitely  extended  metaphyfi- 
cal  being,  whom  they  call  the  one  fupreme  God, 
and  who  never  had  any  exiflence  but  what  tlie 
enemies  of  chriftianity  have  been  plcafed  to  g  .  e 
}iira>    Thus  they  have  turned  the  once  fruittul 

church 
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church  into  a  wildernefs.  And  the  holy  Spirit 
here  defcribes  them  in  this  fituation.  The  church 
of  God,  which  he  had  blefled  with  his  promifes, 
and  with  his  prophets,  and  had  enriched  with 
the  continual  ftreams  of  his  grace,  was  now 
made  barren.  When  it  rejected  that  God  and 
Saviour,  on  whom  its  whole  oeconomy  was 
founded,  then  he  took  away  all  its  privileges  and 
blefTmgs,  and  it  has  been  ever  fince  a  poor  dead 
barren  wildernefs.  Deprived  of  his  grace,  it 
was  reduced  to  the  fame  ftate,  which  the  molt 
fruitful  country  would  foon  be  in,  if  it  fliould  be 
deprived  of  the  rain  and  dew  of  heaven  :  for 
then  nothing  could  grow.  It  would  become  a 
barren  defart.  Apply  this  to  the  prefent  ftate 
of  the  Jews,  and  you  fee  how  God  turneth  rivers 
into  a  wildernefs,  and  the  water-fprings  into  dry 
ground — and  as  it  follows  in  the  34th  vevfe,  "  he 
"  turneth  a  fruitful  land  into  barrennefs  for  the 

wickedncfs  of  them  that  dwell  therein."  This 
fcripture  is  now  fulfilled  literally,  as  well  as  fj)i- 
rltualJy.  The  holy  land  has  been  as  remarkable 
for  its  fruitfulnefs,  as  it  is  now  for  its  barrennefs  : 
for  it  was  once  the  moft  fruitful  country  in  the 
world.  The  facrcd  writers  mention  the  parti- 
cular bleflings  with  which  it  was  enriched. 
iVIofcs  fpeaks  of  it  in  thefe  words:  "  The  country 
"  which  thou  goeft  to  polTefs  is  a  land  which  the 
"  Lord  thy  God  careth  for,  the  eyes  of  the  Lord 

thy  God  arc  always  upon  if,  from  the  beginning 

"  of 
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"  of  the  year,  even  unto  the  end  of  the  year;  and 
"  therefore  it  is  a  good  land,  a  land  of  brooks  of 
"  water,  of  fountains,  and  depths  that  fpring 
"  out  of  valleys  and  hills,,  a  land  of  wheat  and 
"  barley,  and  vines  and  fig-trees,  and  pomc- 
"  granates,  a  land  of  olive  oil,  and  honey,  a  land 
"  wherein  thou  flialt  eat  bread  without  fcarce- 
"  nefs,  thou  flialt  not  lack  any  thing  in  it."  And 
it  fully  anfwered  this  defcription.  It  was  once 
drelTed,  and  cultivated,  and  flouriflied,  like  a 
fruitful  vineyard  J  but  at  prefent  it  lays  defolate 
and  wafte.  The  vineyard  of  the  Lord  of  hods 
was  the  houfe  of  Ifrael,  and  becaufe  after  all  his 
cultivation  they  brought  forth  no  fruit,  therefore 
he  declares,  "  I  will  take  away  the  hedge  there- 
"  of,  and  it  fliall  be  eaten  up,  and  break  down 
"  the  wall  thereof,  and  it  fliall  be  trodden  down. 
"  And  I  will  lay  it  wafte,  it  fliall  not  be  pruned 
"  nor  digged,  but  there  fliall  come  up  briars  and 
"  thorns  ;  I  will  alfo  command  the  clouds  that 
"  they  rain  no  more  upon  it."  (Ifaiah  v.  5,  6.) 
This  prophecy  is  now  fulfilled.  Judea  is  one  entire 
vvilderners,  over-run  with  briars  and  thorns,  as 
hidorians  relate,  and  modern  travellers  teftify. 
And  the  fruitful  land  was  turned  into  barrennefs 
for  the  wickednefs  of  them  who  dwelt  therein. 
Wickednefs  was  the  caufe  of  its  defolation.  The 
Prophets  had  foretold  them  of  their  utter  extir- 
pation from  the  promifed  land,  if  they  fliould 
reject  the  MelTiah  when  he  came.   And  he  came 

to 
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to  his  own,  but  his  own  received  him  not  5  thev'op- 
pofcd,  blafphcmed,  and  crucified  him,  and  there- 
fore according  to  his  own  prediftions  they  were 
cut  off,  and  difperfcd  over  the  face  of  the  earth, 
and  the  fruitfulnefs  of  their  country  was  taken 
from  it,  and  given  to  the  Gentiles,  as  it  follows 
in  the  35th verfe,  "  he  turneth  the  wildernefs  into 
"  a  ftanding  water,  and  dry  ground  into  water- 
"  fprings."  The  heathen  nations  gladly  received 
Jefus  for  their  Saviour  and  their  God,  and  there- 
fore their  wildernefs  .was  turned  into  a  (landing- 
water,  and  their  dry  ground  into  water-fprings  ; 
and  this  happened,  when  the  fpirit  was  poured 
upon  them  from  on  high  :  for  then  the  Avilder- 
nefs  became  a  fruitful  field,  and  the  defert  re- 
joiced and  bloffomed  like  the  rofe,  it  bloffomed 
abundantly,  and  rejoiced  even  with  joy  and 
fmging.  And  he  enriched  the  heathens  thus 
abundantly  with  the  ftreams  of  divine  grace, 
after  he  had  made  them  thirfty,  and  had  difpofed 
them  to  receive  the  water  of  life  with  thankful- 
nefs  :  "  for  when  the  poor  and  needy  feek  water 
"  and  there  is  none,  and  their  tongue  faileth  for 
thirft,  I  the  Lord  will  hear  them,  I  the  God  of 
"  Ifrael  will  not  forfake  them,  I  will  pour  water 
"  upon  him  that  is  thirfty,  and  floods  upon  the 
"  dry  ground— I  will  pour  my  Spirit  upon  thy 
"  feed,  and  my  bleifmg  upon  thine  offspring, 
"  and  tb.ey  fliall  fpring  up  as  among  the  grafs, 
"  as  willows  by  the  water  courfes."  The  pro- 
phet 
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phct  Ifaiah  is  full  of  thefe  images  ;  he  frequent- 
ly compares  the  heathens,  before  they  received 
the  gofpel,  to  a  defolate  wildernefs,  but  after  they 
embraced  it,  to  a  cultivated  garcJfen,  enriched 
with  beautiful  flowers,  and  ufeful  fruits,  covered 
at  firfl;  with  the  moft  fragrant  bloflfoms,  and  af* 
terwards  abounding  with  the  richeft  products. 
and  it  received  all  its  fruitfulnefs  from  the  rain 
and  dew  of  heaven.  The  grace  of  the  holy 
Spirit  was  the  caufe  of  their  flourifliing  and 
bringing  forth  fruit  under  the  gofpel.  His  gra- 
cious operation  is  as  necefiary  in  the  fpiritual 
world,  as  the  genial  influences  of  warm  fliowers 
are  in  the  natural.  He  does  the  fame  in  grace, 
which  they  do  in  vegetation. 

The  fcripture  teaches  us  to  take  our  ideas  of 
his  operation  from  this  image,  and  it  is  very 
familiar  and  well  underftood.  You  all  know 
what  are  the  eflfefis  of  foft  gentle  rain  :  you 
have  feen  it  cover  the  earth  in  a  Ihort  time  witji 
a  moft  agreeable  verdure,  after  it  had  been 
parched  and  burnt  up  with  a  long  drought. 
You  have  feen  what  plentiful  harvefts  followed  a 
mild  dropping  feafon,  fo  that  it  might  be  faid 
without  a  figure  "  the  clouds  drop  fatnefs." 
And  you  may  fee  the  influence  of  the  holy  Spirit 
equally  fruitful  in  his  province.  Look  into  the 
early  ages  of  the  chriftian  church,  and  you  will 
fee  how  he  bleffed  and  enriched  the  firft  con- 
verts from  hcathcnifm ;  they  put  forth  every 

bloffbm 
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bloffom  that  is  fair  and  fragrant,  and  were  fruit- 
ful alfo  in  every  good  word  and  work  :  they  had 
been  like  barren  trees  in  a  wildernefs,  v/ithout 
leaves,  or  bloffom,  or  fruit,  but  fo  foon  as  they 
v/ere  tranfplanted  into  the  church,  they  began  to 
flourifli  abundantly,  and  watered  with  the  con- 
tinua'l  fireams  of  divine  grace  they  brought  forth 
fruit  unto  eternal  life.  And  thus  the  wildernefs 
was  turned  into  a  ftanding  water,  and  the  dry 
ground  into  water-fprings  ;  verfe  36.  "  and  there 
"  he  maketh  the  hungry  to  dwell,  that  they 
*'  may  prepare  a  city  for  habitation."  And  in 
this  fruitful  foil  he  placeth  the  hungry.  They 
wander  no  more  as  they  did  in  the  wildernefs, 
they  are  no  more  loft  and  ready  to  perifli ;  but 
they  here  find  an  abiding  city,  and  are  fecurely 
fettled  within  the  pale  of  the  church.  "  And 
"  they  fow  their  lands,"  verfe  37.  Our  bleffed 
Lord  has  explained  thefe  words.  The  feed  he 
fays  is  the  word — fowing  the  feed  in  the  lands  is 
fowing  the  word  in  the  hearts  of  the  hearers. 
And  this  was  the  office  of  the  Apoftles,  and  of 
the  fucceeding  minifters  of  the  gofpel.  Indeed 
the  apoftles  were  moft  eminent  and  bleffed  in 
this  great  work  :  for  they  carried  the  good  feed 
into  all  lands,  and  their  words  unto  the  ends  of 
the  world.  They  converted  whole  provinces 
and  kingdoms  to  the  faith,  and  they  went  on 
fowing  the  word  without  ceafing,  until  they 
had  planted  it  in  every  wildernefs  upon  the  face 

of 
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of  the  earth,  and  had  there  watered  it  with  the 
dew  of  heaven.  O  that  our  almighty  Lord 
would  raife  up  in  this  our  day  an  army  of  apof- 
tolical  minifters,  who  like  their  predecefibrs  have 
the  good  feed  fown  abundantly  in  their  own. 
hearts,  and  are  therefore  beft  able  to  fow  it  in 
the  hearts  of  others  !  and  by  the  fuccefs  of  fuch 
men  in  fowing  their  lands  may  many  "  vineyards 
"  be  planted."  A  vineyard  is  in  fcripture  the 
cftabliflied  emblem  of  the  church,  where  the 
true  vine  grov^^s  and  fiouriflies.  The  Pfalniift 
and  the  wife  king  apply  it  in  this  fenfe,  and  the 
prophet  Ifaiah  puts  it  beyond  doubt  in  the  5th 
chapter,  where  explaining  the  parable  of  the 
vineyard,  he  fays,  "  the  vineyard  of  the  Lord 
"  of  hofts  is  the  houfe  of  Ifrael."  And  our 
bleffed  Saviour  makes  this  application  of  the 
fame  parable  ;  indeed  the  Jews  themfelves  make 
it :  For  when  he  afked  them  what  he  fliould  do 
to  thofe  hufbandmen,  who  had  injured  fome, 
and  {lain  others  of  the  fervants  of  the  Lord  of  the- 
vineyard,  and  at  laO:  murdered  his  own  fon,  they 
reply,  "  He  will  miferably  dcftroy  thefe  wicked 
"  men,  and  will  let  out  his  vineyard  unto  other 
*'  hnibandmen."  xVccordingly  he  let  it  out  to 
us.  When  he  deftroyed  the  wicked  men  of  the 
Jcwifli  church,  he  then  let  out  his  vineyard  to 
us  Gentiles.  The  Apoftles  came  and  planted 
churches  aqiong  us,  and  the  almighty  arm  of  our 
Cod  has  thus  far  protected  them.    O  may  his 
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grace  and  favour  continue,  that  we,  "  may  bring 
"  forth  fruits  of  incrcafe,"  as  the  churches  firft 
brought  out  of  the  v^ildernefs  did.   They  brought 
forth  all  the  fair  bloffbms  of  an  lioiy  life ;  and 
they  were  not  like  fome  early  buds,  which  are 
apt  to  be  cut  off  by  cold  winds  and  Hiarp  frofts, 
but  they  had  grace  to  withftand  tlie  fevereft 
ftorms  of  temptation,  and  both  to  fet  and  to  ripen 
their  fruit — fruit  of  increafe — growing  dill  in 
grace — increafing  from  one  degree  to  another — 
and  pcrfcvering,  until  they  reaped  the  crown  of 
eternal  glory.    And  thus  the  laft  part  of  the 
beautiful  image  in  the  text  was  compleated — 
He  blefled  them  fo  that  they  are  multiplied 
greatly,  and  fuffcreth  not  the  cattle  to  decreafe. 
By  the  particular  blefiing  of  the  almighty  God 
and  Saviour  they  multiplied  greatly,  the  Lord 
adding  to  the  church  daily  fuch  as  fhould  be 
faved.    His  grace  went  out  along  with  the  firft 
preachers  of  the  gofpel,  as  he  Hill  does  with  all 
his  faithful  minifters,  and  he  gave  them  a  forti- 
tude, which  no  danger  could  intimidate,  and  a 
power  of  utterance,  which  the  adverfary  could 
not  witliftand.    Infomuch,  that  when  the  poor 
filliermen  had  been  toiling  all  the  night,  and  had 
taken  nothing;  yet  when  the  Lord  gave  the 
word,  and  accompanied  it  with  his  bleffing,  they 
inclofcd  a  great  number  of  fiflies,  even  enow  to 
fill  both  the  fhips,  both  the  ark  of  the  Jewilh, 
and  the  ark  of  the  Gentile  church.    Then  was 

his 
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his  promife  fulfilled,  "  I  will  make  you  fifhers 
"  of  men  :"  for  they  caught  thoufands  at  once. 
The  firrt  time  they  let  down  the  net,  they  took 
three  thoufand,  and  the  fecond  time  five  thou- 
fand.  So  mightily  grew  the  word  of  God  and 
prevailed.  And  though  this  be  a  day  of  fmall 
things  ;  yet  the  Lord's  hand  is  not  Ihortened. 
He  can  ftill  blefs  us,  and  make  us  multiply  ex- 
ceedingly. We  fee  fome  happy  inftances  of  it — 
fuflicient  to  convince  us,  that  if  we  had  more 
apoftolical  minifters,  who  had  a  fingle  eye  to  the 
glory  of  their  adorable  mafter,  and  were  inflamed 
with  a  fervent  love  to  the  fouls  of  men,  he  would, 
ftill  blefs  our  labours  abundantly.  O  almighty 
Jcfus  we  are  here  waiting  for  thy  bleffing,  now 
blefs  us  ;  and  fince  thou  haft  promifed,  that  the 
very  cattle  of  thy  houOiold  the  church  fliould 
not  decreafe,  enable  us  Lord  fo  to  increafe,  that 
every  part  of  this  fcripture  may  be  fulfilled  to 
day  in  this  whole  congregation.  And  may  his 
divine  grace  influence  all  your  hearts,  while  I 
am  endeavouring  to  fpeak  unto  them  urder 
the 

Second  general  head.  Which  was  to  apply 
what  has  been  faid. 

The  words  contain  a  new  argument  for  thank- 
fulnefs,  taken  from  the  loving  kindnefs  of  our  moft 
gracious  Redeemer,  who  found  us  in  the  dry 
barren  dcferts  of  heathenifm,  blind  in  ignorance, 
funk  in  vice,  and  yet  wretched  as  we  were,  his 
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mercy  was  moved  at  the  fight  of  our  mifery,  and 
his  grace  flev^'  to  our  relief.  When  the  Jewifli 
church  rejected  him,  and  perfecuted  his  Apofrlcs 
and  followers,  then  he  fent  the  Romans  to  deftroy 
it.  Upon  which  we  were  taken  into  his  love 
and  favour — we  poor  heathens,  who  lay  in  dark- 
nefs  and  the  fhadow  of  death — we  were  admitted 
into  his  church — watered  with  his  grace— en- 
riched with  his  blcfllngs — and  protected  by  his 
almighty  arm  unto  this  very  day.  And  ought 
we  not  to  be  thankful  fcr  fuch  ineftimable  and 
eternal  mcrcii.s?  fliould  we  not  fpeak  forth  the- 
praifcs  of  this  mofl:  loving  Redeemer,  and  en- 
deavour to  infpire  all  the  world  with  gratitude 
to  him  ?  certainly  this  is  a  duty  mofi:  right  and 
equitable,  and  therefore  I  will  make  fome  fhort 
remarks  upon  the  diftinft  parts  of  it  in  the  order 
they  are  placed  in  the  text.  And 

Firff,  The  holy  Spirit  here  teaches  us  what  a 
fituation  we  were  in  before  God  turned  away  the 
ftrcams  of  his  grace  from  the  Jewilh  church,  and 
dirc£led  them  to  us.  We  were  in  a  barren  wil- 
dernefs — barren  of  every  thing  fpiritual  and 
divine.  Although  the  heathens  flourilbed  in  arts 
and  fciences,  were  polite  and  clalhcal,  although 
they  could  form  the  accompliflied  gentleman,  and 
finifli  the  chara£ter  of  the  good  moral  man,  al- 
though they  had  excellent  fyftems  of  ethics,  and 
knew  all  the  moral  and  civil  virtues,  yet  if  the 
word  of  God  be  true,  they  were  in  a  wlldernefs. 

The 


SERMON  VII.  183 

The  moft  refined  claffical  fcholars  with  all  their 
knowledge  were  in  a  vaft  defert :  for  they  knew 
not  Jefus  Chrift.  And  without  him  the  moft 
polifhed  genius  is  no  nearer  falvation,  than  the 
moft  barbarous  favage  ;  becaufe  without  him 
they  neither  know  the  way  to  heaven,  nor  if 
known  can  they  take  one  ftep  in  it.  There  was 
a  total  ignorance  among  them  concerning  the 
divine  nature,  and  concerning  the  atonement  for 
fin.  And  our  anceftors  in  this  ifland  were  funk 
as  low  in  ignorance  and  vice  as  any  of  the  hea- 
thens. They  were  in  a  wildernefs,  where  no 
faving  truth  grew  ;  but  fuperftition  and  idolatry 
flouriflied.  That  we  are  not  ftill  in  this  fituation, 
is  entirely  owing  to  the  free  mercy  of  our  blefled 
Redeemer,  who  fent  the  ftreams  of  his  grace  into 
our  barren  hearts.    This  is  the 

Second  point  remarkable  in  the  text.  The 
Pfalmift  fays,  he  fent  waters  into  the  wilder- 
nefs to  change  its  nature,  i.  e.  he  fent  his  grace 
into  our  hearts  to  change  their  nature,  to  (hew 
them  their  dead  and  barren  ftate,  to  make  them 
feniible  of  it,  diftrefled  under  it,  and  then  cry 
to  him  for  deliverance.  And  when  grace  has  thus 
far  difpofed  the  heart  aright,  and  it  can  pray  for 
more  grace,  then  will  our  Lord  enrich  it  with 
abundant  ftreams  :  for  he  is  always  difpofed  to 
give  in  the  meafure  we  are  difpofed  to  receive  ; 
and  if  we  hunger  and  thirft  for  much,  he  has 
promifed  that  we  fliall  be  filled. 

M  a  Xhere 
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There  is  no  doftrine  of  chriftianity  more  op- 
pofed  than  this,  nor  any  at  prefent  more  ridi- 
culed, And  until  men  defire  to  have  their  bar- 
ren hearts  changed,  it  muft  found  ftrange  to 
them,  to  talk  of  the  necelTity  of  doing,  what 
they  have  no  defire  to  do.  They  have  found 
nothing  of  this  barfennefs  in  their  own  fouls, 
tliey  do  not  believe  what  we  fay  of  it,  and  there- 
tore  it  appears  to  them  like  talking  of  a  fixth 
fcnfe.  But  the  more  infenfiblc  tliey  are,  the 
greater  is  their  danger.  And  if  there  be  any  of 
you  in  this  ftate,  thus  dozing  and  fleeping  away 
vour  lives  in  carnal  fecurity,  be  affured  that  you 
arc  yet  in  the  wildernefs,  and  the  lefs  you  fee  it, 
the  more  barren  you  are.  If  you  fee  not  your 
hearts  covered  with  fm  and  defolation.  Oh!  what 
blindnefs,  wliat  infatuation  has  feized  you !  for 
until  you  fee  your  natural  barrennefs,  you  will 
find  no  want  af  grace  to  amend  and  enrich  the 
foil,  and  without  grace  nothing  can  grow.  It  is 
equally  neceflary  towards  changing  and  reform- 
ing the  foul,  as  water  is  to  change  and  reform 
the  defolate  wildernefs.  And  as  in  its  hot  dry 
fand  no  vegetable  can  grow  without  moifture,  fo 
in  your  barren  hearts  no  good  thing  can  grow 
without  the  grace  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift : 
"  for  without  me,  fays  he,  ye  can  do  nothing." 
And  therefore,  my  brethren,  if  you  refufe  to  be- 
lieve this  doclrinc,  you  muft  a£t  againft  the  evi- 
dence of  your  fcnfcs.    And  it  will  greatly  in- 

creafe 
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crcafc  your  condemnation,  that  the  fcripturcs 
have  fet  in  fo  clear  a  light  the  neceffity  of  grace, 
and  yet  you  would  not  be  convinced,  but  would 
ftill  obftinatcly.  live  and  pcrifli  in  your  barrea 
(late,  unfruitful,  and  dead  to  every  good  word 
and  work.  May  God  flicw  you,  fince  argument 
cannot,  vour  linfulncfs  and  guilt.  O  that  his 
blefled  Spirit  would  now  let  \'ou  fee  your  own 
liearts,  that  there  may  be  raifcd  in  them  a  ftrong 
crying  for  grace.  And  if  lie  does  bring  you  to 
defirc  it,  the  love  of  our  blefied  God,  vvhohas  it 
to  give,  cannot  withhold  it :  he  will  blefs  and 
enrich  you  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  you  fliall  bring- 
forth  fruits  of  increafe.    This  is  the 

Third  doctrinal  point  in  the  text.  The  dreams 
of  divine  grace  were  therefore  fent  into  the  wil- 
dernefs,  that  its  nature  might  be  changed,  and 
might  bring  forth  fruits  of  increafe.  And  into 
whatever  heart  grace  enters,  it  makes  an  entire 
change  and  reformation.  A  wildernefs  improved 
into  a  regular  and  beautiful  garden  is  n'ot  fo 
great  a  change  :  for  grace  makes  tlio  man  a  new 
creature.  The  dead  faculties  of  his  foul  revive — 
the  barren  grow  and  llioot  forth — the  underfland- 
ing  bears  the  fr.ireft  blolToms,  and  the  will  and 
affeclions  ripen  and  perfect  the  fwecteil  fruit. 
Under  the  genial  influence  of  grace  llie  whole 
niaa  is,  like  a  tree  planted  by  'ihc  watcr-fide,  al- 
ways green  and  flourifliing,  tliat  will  bring  forth 
its  truit  in  due  feafon.    And  whatever  fruit  Is 

brought 
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brought  to  maturity,  by  the  mild  and  gentle  opc' 
ration  of  this  divine  agen%  will  be  acceptable  to 
God  the  Father.  Good  works  put  forth  and 
perfe6led  by  grace,  are  well  pleafmg  to  him. 
When  grace  has  changed  our  barren  hearts  and 
reformed  them,  byjuftifying  us  through  the  me- 
rit of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  then  are  we  enabled 
to  proceed  in  the  work  of  fanclification  ;  but  not 
before  :  becaufe  an  unjuft  perfon  cannot  bring 
forth  jullifying  fruit,  no  more  than  a  corrupt 
tree  can  bring  forth  good  fruit.  Our  perfons 
muft  be  juft  and  right  before  our  works  can  be, 
and  the  fcripture  is  pofitive,  that  we  are  created 
in  Chrift  Jefus  unto  good  works.  Good  works 
belong  to  a  new  creation,  and  before  we  can  do 
them,  we  muft  be  created  anew--we  muft  be- 
come new  creatures  in  Chrift  Jefus,  and  be 
grafted  into  him  by  the  living  principle  of  grace, 
and  draw  our  nouriftiment  from  him  as  much  as 
a  branch  does  from  its  ftock,  before  we  can 
bear  the  fruit  of  any  one  good  work.  This  is 
fcripture.  This  is  the  doftrine  of  our  ciiurch. 
And  whatever  fome  proud  felf- righteous  phari- 
fees  may  fancy,  this  is  the  doftrine  of  philofophy 
and  nature.  We  have  fenfible  demonftration  of 
it.  Take  a  branch  off  from  the  ftock  on  which 
it  grew,  and  let  it  lie  in  the  open  air,  what  will 
it  produce  r  you  fee  it  withers  and  dies.  If  any 
man  be  cut  off  from  Chrift,  the  ftock  upon  which 
we  muft  all  grow,  or  pcrilh  for  ever,  what  will 
z  he 
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lie  produce?  hear  our  Lord's  judgment.  "  As 
"  the  branch  cannot  bear  fruit  of  itfelf  except  it 
"  abide  in  the  vine,  no  more  can  ye,  exxept  ye 
abide  in  me.  I  am  the  vine,  ye  are  the 
"  branches.  He  that  abideth  in  me  and  I  in 
*'  him,  tlie  fame  bringeth  forth  much  fruit :  for 
"  without  me,  ye  can  do  nothing."  This  is  the 
determination  of  our  infallible  God,  and  if  you 
refufe  to  fubmit  to  it,  after  it  has  been  confirmed 
by  our  church,  and  indeed  by  the  whole  Chrif* 
tian  church,  and  by  matter  of  fa£l,  and  fenfible 
demonftratlon,  if  all  this  evidence  cannot  con- 
vince you,  what  will  you  obje£t  to  the  expe- 
rience of  all  living  chriftians,  who  declare  with 
one  voice — "  Not  unto  us,  O  Lord,  not  unto  us, 
"  but  unto  thy  free  grace  be  all  the  praife." 
This  is  the  language  of  every  true  believer,  who 
confefles,  that  he  cannot  fo  much  as  think  a  good 
thought,  without  the  influence  of  the  holy  Spirit: 
tor  it  is  he  who  worketh  in  us  both  to  will  and 
to  do.  If  this  flill  cannot  convince  you,  may 
that  grace  which  you  oppofe  work  upon  your 
hearts,  and  convince  you  effe£lually ;  may  the 
giver  of  all  grace  fnewyou  your  barrcnnefs  with- 
out it,  and  difpofe  you  to  feek,  until  you  find  a 
thorough  change  and  reformation  ;  and  then  you 
will  join  your  grateful  hearts  with  ours,  in  re- 
turning praife  and  thanks  to  our  God,  who  has 
fo  blefled  us  with  his  grace,  as  to  enable  us  to 
bring  forth  fruits  of  increafe  : 

And 
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And  this  is  the  fourth  and  lafl:  remark,  which 
belongs  to  believers,  who  know  by  happy  expe- 
rience the  truth  of  the  fcripture,  which  we  have 
been  c-onfidering :  for  the  love  of  our  Lord  Jefus 
Chrift  has  brought  them  out  of  the  wildernefs, 
changed  their  barrennefs  by  his  grace,  planted 
them  in  his  church,  watered  them  with  the  dew 
of  heaven,  and  enriched  them  with  all  the  fweet 
fruits  of  an  holy  life.  In  you,  my  chriftian  bre- 
thren, this  fcripture  is  fulfilled.  And  therefore 
you  cannot  bat  be  thankful.  To  our  deareft 
Redeemer  you  offer  up  your  praifes  with  joy  and 
delight.  When  you  confider  what  wonders  Jefus 
hath  done  for  your  falvation,  you  cannot  be 
filent  in  his  praife  ;  but  big  with  a  lively  fenfe  of 
the  numerous  and  eternal  bleiTmgs  of  his  free 
grace,  j^ou  fpeak  of  him  with  the  highefl  flrains 
of  gratitude,  and  yet  you  find  you  cannot  put 
forth  all  his  praife.  You  are  unable  to  declare 
in  words,  what  your  hearts  feel,  and  therefore 
you  let  your  lives  fpeak  forth  his  praife,  as  well 
as  your  lips.  O  may  his  bleffed  Spirit  keep  you 
always  in  this  thankful  temper !  and  may  our 
gracious  and  mofl  adorable  Jefus  increafe  daily 
the  number  of  the  thankful !  may  his  grace 
change  and  reform  the  wildernefs  of  fmners 
hearts,  that  the  good  feed  of  the  word  may  be 
fown  in  them,  and  they  may  grow  and  flourifh 
in  the  vineyard  of  the  Lord's  church,  there  bring- 
ing forth  abundantly  the  fruits  of  increafe  !  O 
I  almighty 
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almighty  Saviour,  if  there  be  any  in  this  congre^ 
gation  ftill  in  the  wildcrnefs,  now  bring  thera 
out  of  it  J  now  water  their  hearts  with  the  plen^ 
tiful  dreams  of  thy  grace,  and  grant,  moft  loving 
God,  that  fome — O  if  it  be  but  one  foul,  may  be 
added  this  day  to  thy  little  flock,  that  finding  thy 
blefling  and  thy  power  prefent  among  us,  we 
may  go  on  multiplying  exceedingly,  until  the 
earth  be  full  of  the  grace  of  our  Lord  Jefus 
Chrift,  as  the  waters  cover  the  fea :  -and  may  all 
redound  to  the  glory  of  God  the  Father,  and  to 
the  honour  of  the  eternal  Spirit,  the  Trinity  in 
unity,  whom  we  worfliip  and  adore  now  and  for 
ever.  Jme/i. 
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Jgain  they  are  minijlied  and  brought  low,  through 
opprejjion,  afflicUon,  and  forrow.  He  poiireth  con- 
tempi  upon  princes,  and  cauf'th  them  to  wander  in 
the  wildernefs  where  there  is  no  ia'ay.  Yet  fetteih 
he  the  poor  on  high  from  affliction,  and  maketh  him 
families  like  a  flock. 

"We  left  the  redeemed  of  the  Lord  in  the 
moft  fiourhlihig  fituation.  After  they  had  been 
brought  out  of  the  wildernefsj  and  delivered  from 
1  lie  pit,  and  healed  of  their  inrirmities,  and  faved 
from  the  ftorms  of  vice,  they  were  placed  under 
the  tender  care  of  their  moll  loving  Redeemer. 
And  upon  the  rejection  of  the  Jevvilh  church,  he 
fent  into  the  -wildernefs  the  abundant  ftrcams  of 
his  grace,  and  there  he  planted  the  Gentile 
church,  watering  it  with  his  good  Spirit,  and 
cherifliing  it  with  the  genial  warmth  of  the  light 
of  life  :  by  vvhofe  influence  it  grew  and  fpread, 
and  was  fo  enriched  and  blefled,  that  it  multi- 
plied exceedingly,  and  became  like  a  weif-cul- 
tivated  and  fertile  country,  where  they  fow  their 
lands  and  plant  vine-yards,  which  yield  them 
fruits  of  increafe,  fome  an  hundred  fold,  fome 

fixty 
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fixty  fold,  and  fome  thirty  fold.  And  this  ex- 
perience of  their  Redeemer's  love  is  certainly 
fufficient  to  make  every  one  of  them  thankful, 
and  to  excite  in  their  hearts  the  warmeft  fenti- 
nients  of  praife  and  gratitude. 

In  the  words  which  1  have  read  we  have  a 
new  motive  for  thankfulnefs,  taken  from  the  de- 
cline and  decay  of  the  chriftian  church.  Its 
fruitfulnefs  is  now  turned  into  barrennefs.  The 
fame  country  which  you  faw  before  adorned  with 
the  fwccicfl  bloffoms,  and  bringing  forth  the 
richcft  fruits,  covered  all  over  with  plenty,  is  now 
degenerated  again  into  a  wildcrnefs.  Noticing 
grows  in  it  but  thorns  and  thiftles,  the  fruits  of 
the  curfe.  This  is  a  melancholy  change  of  the 
church,  and  it  fliould  move  us  greatly  to  fee  it 
fall  back  again  into  the  fame  defolate  and 
wretched  ftate,  from  which  it  had  been  raifed, 
But  it  has  been  the  invariable  rule  of  the  Re- 
deemer's providence.  lie  waters  the  church 
with  his  grace,  and  blefTes  it  with  the  light  of 
his  fruitful  rays  fo  long  as  men  will  receive  their 
kind  influence.  But  when  they  rejefl  them,  ei- 
ther by  i'efufing  to  make  any  ufe  of  them,  or  by 
perverting  them  to  a  wrong  ufe,  then  he  with- 
holds his  bleflings.  He  withdraws  his  grace  and 
the  light  of  his  countenance,  upon  which  the 
fame  darknefs  and  deadnefs  enfue  in  the  church, 
as  would  be  in  the  world,  if  the  fun  were  to 
withdraw  his  comfortable  light  and  heat,  and  to 

arife 
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arife  no  more  with  his  reviving  beams  upon  the 
earth.  Thus  he  turned  the  fruitful  land  of  the 
Jewifli  church  into  a  vi'ildernefs  for  the  wicked- 
nefs  of  them  who  dwelled  therein.  And  he 
transferred  their  fruitfulnefs  to  the  wildernefs  of 
the  Gentiles.  And  again  he  turns  our  fruitful 
country  into  a  wildernefs  for  the  wickednefs  of 
them,  who  dwell  in  it.  He  began  to  fulfil  this 
fcripture  by  removing  the  grace  and  light  of  the 
gofpel  from  tlie  feven  churches  in  Afia,  and  hq 
has  left  us  in  his  treatment  of  them  a  terrible 
example  of  hisjuft  vengeance  upon  every  wicked 
infidel  church.  And  he  has  fince  taken  ven- 
geance upon  feveral  other  churches.  When 
they  refufed  to  walk  by  the  light  of  his  gofpel> 
he  then  removed  the  candlcftick  from  them : 
and  deprived  of  his  light,  they  could  produce 
nothing  but  the  works  of  darknefs,  and  would 
certainly  be  fentenced  to  that  outward  darknefs, 
where  there  is  weeping  and  gnalbing  of  teeth 
for  ever.  Our  church  has  long  refufed  to  walk 
by  the  light  of  the  gofpel ;  God  grant  our  can- 
dlcftick may  not  be  entirely  removed  !  we  do 
indeed  deferve  it.  Our  crying  national  fins,  and 
our  open  infolent  infidelity  call  aloud  for  judg- 
ment. O  !  what  mercy  muft  dwell  in  hisbreart, 
who  hears  daily  multitude  of  traitors  plotting 
the  deftraclion  of  his  divinitv,  and  yet  after  re- 
peated afts  of  treafon,  for  any  one  of  which 
againft  the  king's  pcrfon  they  would  have  been 

juftly 
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jiiRly  put  to  death,  nevertheless  fpares  them,  and 
withholds  the  defervcd  punifliment?  but  al- 
though he  be  a  God  of  mercy,  yet  his  Spirit  may 
be  grieved,  and  his  long-fufFering  may  be  wea- 
ried out.  Remember  how  he  deftroyed  the  fe- 
Ven  churches,  and  behold  in  what  a  wildernefs 
they  now  lay,  and  we  fliall  perifli  after  their  ex- 
ample, unlcfs  we  repent.  And  I  hope  the  con- 
fideration  of  the  fcripture  now  before  us  may  by 
his  blefllng  be  the  means  of  pcrfuading  thofe 
among  you,  who  are  his  enemies,  now  to  fue  to 
him  for  pardon,  and  to  confirm  thofe  w  ho  liave 
placed  their  whole  truft  and  confidence  in  his 
merits.  As  to  the  former,  their  dreadful  fitua- 
tion  is  dcfcribed  in  thefe  words,  "  again  they 
"  arc  diminiilicd  and  brought  low,  through  op- 
prcffion,  aflliftion,  and  forrow,  &c,"  And  as 
to  the  latter,  they  have  a  fweet  promife  of  his 
loving  prote6lion,  even  in  the  greateft  corrup- 
tion of  the  church.  "  Yet  fetteth  he  the  poor 
"  humble  chriftian  on  high  from  affliftion,  and 
"  maketh  him  families  like  a  flock."  While 
the  reft  of  the  world  fits  in  darkncfs  and  in  the 
fliadow  of  death,  the  people  of  God  have  light 
in  all  their  dwellings.  While  others  are  vifitcd 
with  his  plagues  and  judgments,  he  fets  his  own 
people  on  high,  out  of  the  reach  of  affliction, 
and  in  the  woift  of  times  he  watches  over  them 
with  the  care  of  the  mo.^  tender  ftiepherd,  and 
makes  them  families  like  a  flock.    And  thefe 

are 
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are  the  perfons  here  called  upon  to  be  thanlcful, 
and  if  they  after  fuch  mercies  fliould  be  filent, 
the  very  ftones  would  cry  out,  and  call  thcra  un- 
grateful. 

Let  us  then  meditate  upon  thefe  intercfting 
words, 

Firft,  By  confidcrinij  their  fenfo  and  meaning, 
and 

Secondly,  By  applying  the  doclrine  contained 
in  them  to  our  fpiritual  ufe  and  improvement. 

And  may  the  blefled  Spirit  go  along  with  us, 
and  enable  us  to  reap  all  the  profit  from  this 
fcripture,  which  he  intended  for  the  faithful  by 
recording  it !  let  us  then  enquire  under  hie  guid- 
ance by  what  means  the  church,  which  we  faw 
before  fiourifliing  and  fruitful,  fliould  now  be- 
come a  defolate  vv'ildcrnefs :  for  the  fame  peo- 
ple, who  had  been  in  the  wildernefs,  and  were 
brought  out  of  it,  and  placed  in  the  fruitful 
garden  of  the  church,  are  again  diminiflied  and 
brought  as  low,  as  they  were  at  firft.  They 
dccreafe  in  number,  and  are  depreffed  in  con- 
dition. They  who  multiplied  exceedingly,  are 
again  diminilhed,  and  they,  Avho  were  high  in 
every  refpe£l,  are  brought  low.  The  faithful 
are  diminiflied  from  among  the  children  of  men. 
Oh  dreadful  change !  to  be  turned  from  fruit- 
fulnefs  into  barrennefs — from  a  fiourifliing  church 
into  a  defolate  wildernefs — from  being  cheriflied 
with  the  comfortable  rays  of  divine  light,  and 

watered 
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t\'»tered  with  the  fertile  dew  of  heaven,  now  to 
be  deprived  of  both,  are  the  greateft  calamities 
which  can  befal  a  people  in  this  world.  To  he 
thus  driven  into  the  wildernefs  again,  is  worfe 
than  to  have  been  in  it  at  firlt :  becaufe  after 
God  had  vifited  them  with  the  grace  of  his  gof- 
pel,  and  has  now  witlidrawn  himfelf  in  difplea- 
furc,  there  is  no  reafon  to  think,  that  he  will 
return  in  mercy  to  a  people,  who  have  abufed 
his  grace  and  iafiilted  his  gofpel  :  after  he  has 
long  waited  to  reclaim  tliem,  and  they  ftill  re- 
ject the  offers  of  his  pardoning  love,  and  ftand 
out  againft  all  liis  intreaties,  obftinately  re- 
bellious, then  it  will  be  but  juft  and  equitable, 
if  he  fuffer  them  to  be  again  diminilhed  and 
brought  low  through  oppreffion,  affliftion,  and 
forrow.  Thefe  three  are  the  caufes  of  the  decay 
of  the  chriftian  church,  and  they  contain  a  f^ort 
hiflory  of  that  niyflery  of  iniquity,  which  now 
worketh  in  the  children  of  difobedience.  The 
firlt  caufe  is  tlie  opprcflbr,  the  fecond  is  the  evil 
of  fin  into  which  he  brings  them,  the  third  is  the 
evil  of  forrow  and  mifery.  And  it  is  inipoffiblc 
that  aiiy  churcli  or  focicty  (hould  flourifli,  wh.ich 
is  under  the  vile  bondage  of  the  cruel  opprcffor 
and  fin  and  mifery.  Under  thefe  tyrants  it  muft 
be  dimiaiflied  and  brought  low. 

The  firft  we  render  oppreflion,  but  as  there 
muft  be  an  agent  to  perform  the  aftion,  I  there- 
fore choofe  to  give  him  his  term  of  office,  and 

to 
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to  call  him  the  opprefTor.  Such  an  one  was 
Pharoah,  who  opprefled  the  children  of  God, 
and  by  his  hard  bondage  tried  to  diminilh  them 
and  to  bring  them  low :  and  he  holds  forth  to  us 
in  his  manner  of  treating  the  Ifraelites  a  lively 
portraiture  of  a  more  cruel  oppreffor,  who  is  a 
declared  enemy  to  all  the  people  of  God,  and 
who  has  been  trying  to  murder  them  from  the 
beginning.  The  oppreffion  of  this  great  adver- 
fary  was  reprefented  in  Pharoah's  bondage  :  for 
it  was  by  his  initigation  that  Pharoah  was  fuch  a 
t)  rant  over  the  bodies  of  the  Ifraelites,  as  he  is 
over  the  fouls  of  all  his  deluded  followers.  So 
that  the  opprcflbr  is  a  juft  and  expreffive  title  of 
the  great  tyrant  the  devil.  Is  not  he  the  oppreffor 
of  God's  people,  who  brought  us  all  into  flavery 
by  the  original  tranfgrclTion,  and  who  leaves  no 
tenijDtation  untried  to  keep  us  his  flaves  ?  al- 
though he  deals  in  nothing  but  lies,  and  murder, 
yet  he  keeps  the  multitude  under  his  infernal 
bondage,  and  oppreffes  them  with  the  moft  heavy 
yoke  of  fin  and  mifery.  And  when  they  begin 
to  be  uneafy,  and  to  be  galled  with  the  yoke,  he 
tempts  and  deceives  them  on  with  lies,  ufes  all 
his  cunning  wiles,  and  lays  every  bewitching 
fnare  for  their  deftruction.  And  although  they 
are  affurod,  that  he  has  no  wages  to  give  them, 
but  death  temporal  and  eternal,  yet  he  deludes 
and  leads  them  on,  until  he  get  them  faff  bound 
with  the  chains  of  fin  and  mifery.    And  is  he 

not 
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not  an  opprelTor  ?  Is  not  fuch  a  lawlefs  tyrant, 
who  has  an  abfolute  dominion  over  finners,  and 
wha  exereifes  it  with  hcllifli  malice,  is  not  he 
the  great  oppreflTor  ?  and  fo  far  as  his  tyranny 
reaches,  the  church  mufi:  be  diminiOied  and 
brought  low.  He  keeps  it  under  by  means  of 
evil,  which  is  the  fecond  caufe  of  its  decline. 
We  render  the  word  affliction,  but  it  fignifies 
evil,  and  properly  the  evil  of  fin,  the  evils  of  af- 
fliction and  mifery  which  follow  fin  are  exprefied 
in  the  third  caufe  of  the  church's  decay.  The 
great  opprelTor  overthrows  the  moft  flourifliing 
church  by  fin.  This  is  the  fuccefsful  battery  he 
raifes  againft  it,  by  which  he  firft  gained,  and 
iilll  keeps  his  dominion :  for  fin  cuts  off  all  the 
fupplies  of  grace,  which  the  foul  might  receive 
from  heaven,  ftrips  it  of  its  armour,  and  leaves 
it  quite  naked  and  defencelefs  againft  the  op- 
prcffor's  ftratagems.  And  a  courfe  of  fin  recon- 
ciles men  to  it,  and  although  they  know  it  muft 
cud  in  their  eternal  deftru£tion,  yet  they  never 
feek.  nay  they  are  offended,  when  we  prefs  them 
to  feek,  that  divine  grace,  which  alone  can  fet 
them  free.  And  is  it  not  the  ftrongeft  of  all  de- 
lulions,  that  the  opprefibr  fliould  make  men 
choofe  eternal  deftruftion }  and  fhould  force 
them  to  work  and  labour  for  it,  to  take  more 
pains  to  attain  a  place  in  hell,  than  are  necelTary 
to  gain  heaven  ?  what  bondage  can  be  harder  ? 
muft  it  not  wear  them  down  and  bring  them 
VoL.iV.  N  low? 
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low  ?  for  fin  is  the  caufe  of  all  evil,  and  that 
which  fubjefts  us  to  all  evil — evil  of  all  kinds, 
certainly  muft  be  the  vileft  oppreflion.  And  it 
is  impoffible,  that  any  church  ftiould  be  in  a 
flourifliing  condition,  which  is  under  the  bon- 
dage of  fatan  and  fm,  and  thereby  fubje£l  to 
forrow,  which  is  the  third  caufe  of  the  decay  of 
the  chriftian  church.  The  word  forrow  includes 
all  the  evil  effects  of  fin  upon  the  body  and  the 
foul,  in  time  and  to  eternity :  for  no  good  can 
come  wherever  fin  is.  The  prophet  Ifaiah  gives 
the  reafon  (lix.  i,  2.)  "  Behold  the  Lord's  hand 
*'  is  not  fliortened,  that  it  cannot  fave,  neither 
*'  his  ear  heavy,  that  it  cannot  hear,  but  your 
"  iniquities  have  feparated  between  you  and 
your  God,  and  your  fins  have  hid  his  face  from. 
"  you,  that  he  will  not  hear."  Evil  is  the  caufe 
of  God's  withholding  good  :  "  for  your  iniqui- 
"  ties,  fays  he,  have  turned  away  thefe  things, 
"  and  your  fins  have  withholden  good  things 
"  from  you."  And  when  the  good  things, 
which  God  has  to  give,  are  withholden,  what 
can  the  finner  find,  but  mifery  and  forrow  ?  and 
muft  not  mifery  and  forrow  wear  him  down  and 
bring  him  low  ?  will  they  not  affe£l  his  foul,  as 
ficknefs  does  his  body,  bringing  it  firft  down  to 
the  grave,  and  then  to  the  loweft  place  of  the 
infernal  pit !  and  thus  the  church  decays.  By 
thefe  three  caufes  it  declines.  Chrift  made  it 
flourifii — the  opprelTor  makes  it  diminifh.  Grace 
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rendered  it  fruitful — fin  renders  it  defolate. 
Through  Chrift  and  his  grace  it  was  happy — by 
the  oppreffbr  and  lin  it  is  miferable.  And  it  is 
one  of  the  ftrongeft  proofs  and  evidences  of  its 
prefont  loweftate,  that  the  offices  of  the  church, 
which  were  formerly  refpeftable,  are  now  be- 
come contemptible — "  He  poureth  contempt 
upon  princes." — The  head  of  the  church  ful- 
fils his  promife — them  that  honour  me,  I  will 
"  honour,  but  they  that  defpife  me  fhall  be 
"  lightly  efteemed."  Be  their  rank  and  ftation 
ever  fo  great,  yet  if  they  defpife  me  and  my 
laws,  I  will  make  them  defpicable  ;  their  highcft 
honours  Hiall  not  keep  them  from  the  loweft 
contempt,  but  fliall  expofe  them  the  more  to  it, 
and  bring  it  upon  them  the  fooner :  for  they 
were  therefore  raifed  to  be  princes,  that  they 
might  have  it  in  their  power  to  prevent  the  de- 
cline of  the  church.  Their  great  offices  gave 
them  authority,  and  their  great  revenues  gave 
them  intereft,  which  they  ought  to  hav'c  em- 
ployed for  the  honour  of  their  mafter ;  but  as 
they  fuffered  him  to  become  contemptible,  he 
therefore  poured  contempt  upon  them.  "  The 
"  priefts  lips,  fays  God  in  the  Prophet  Mala- 
"  chi,  (hould  preferve  knowledge,  and  they 
"  fliould  feek  the  law  at  his  mouth  :  for  he  is 
"  the  meffenger  of  the  Lord  of  hofts  :  but  ye 
"  have  departed  out  of  the  way,  ye  have  caufed 
**  many  to  ftumble  at  the  law,  therefore  have  I 
N  2  «  alfo 
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"  alfo  made  you  contemptible  and  bafe  before 
"  all  the  people:"  fo  long  as  the  pric-ftslips  pre- 
ferve  knowledge,  he  is  refpeftable.  So  long  as 
he  has  a  zeal  for  his  mafler's  honour,  he  is  in 
high  efteem.  But  when  he  forgets  whofc  fervant 
he  is,  and  purfues  any  one  thing  in  preference 
to  the  falvation  of  men's  fouls,  then  God  fuffers 
him  to  fall  in  the  opinion  and  efteem  of  man- 
kind :  for  his  fovereign  Lord  and  mafter  pour- 
eth  contempt  upon  him,  and  "  caufeth  him  to 
"  wander  in  the  wildernefs  where  there  is  no 
"  way."  He,  who  fliould  teach  others  the  right 
way,  wanders  from  it,  and  even  the  princes  are 
turned  into  the  wildernefs,  w^here  the  gofpel  at 
firfl;  found  them.  And  when  the  fliepherds  are 
thus  loft  and  bewildered,  what  muft  become  of 
their  poor  flocks  ?  can  the  teachers  fliew  the 
flieep  how  to  keep  out  of  that  wildernefs, 
into  which  they  themfelves  are  fallen  ?  how 
fliould  it  be  that  the  blind  ftiould  lead  the 
blind,  and  yet  neither  of  them  lliould  go  aftray  ? 
doubtlefs  the  flieep  muft  be  unhappy,  which 
have  a  blind  fhepherd  over  them  :  for  the  wolf 
may  prey  upon  them  unmolefted,  whenever  he 
pleafes,  and  may  devour  and  difperfe  the  whole 
flock. 

This  is  a  faithful  account  of  the  general  decay 
of  the  chriftian  church.  Sad  experience  proves 
the  truth  of  it.  The  once  fiourilliing  church  is 
now  turned  into  a  wildernefs.    We  fee  it.  The 

whole 

4 


SERMON  Vin. 


201 


■viholc  face  of  chriftcndom,  compared  to  its  for- 
mer fruitfulnefs,  is  now  a  defert.    The  light  of 
the  gofpel  is  ahnofi:  cxtinguilhed  for  the  wick- 
cdnefs  of  thofe  men,  who  take  upon  them  the 
name  of  chriftianity,  but  deny  the  power  of  it : 
for  the  European  churches,  proteftant,  and  ro- 
man,  are  ah'cady  diminiflied  and  brought  low  by 
the  great  oppreflTor,  and  by  fin,  and  by  mifery — 
they  are  fo  low,  that  the  princes  have  loft  the 
rcfpeft  due  to  their  high  offices,  and  are  become 
contemptible,  and  are  now  got  into  that  very 
wildcrncfs,  from  whence  the  gofpel  delivered 
them.    In  thefe  times  of  general  corruption,  the 
Redeemer  might  injufticc  take  aw^ay  our  candle- 
ftick,  as  hehasdonefromotherchurches.  But  here 
is  the  fubjeft  of  praife  and  thankfgiving,  that  he 
ftill  continues  the  light  of  the  gofpel  to  us.  He 
is  infinitely  merciful  to  them,  who  truft  in  him, 
and  be  they  ever  fo  few,  ever  fo  poor  and  mean, 
yet  he  has  given  them  a  moft  fweet  and  com- 
fortable promife,  that  when  he  comes  to  vifit  a 
wicked  infidel  church,  he  will  watch  over  them 
with  the  care  of  the  moft  tender  fliepherd,  and 
they  fliall  lack  nothing — Yet  fetteth  he  the  poor 
on  high  from  affli6iion — the  poor — the  poor  in 
fpirit— the  humble  chriftian  he  fetteth  on  high. 
He  will  exalt  them  of  low  degree,  according  to 
his  invariable  rule,  he  that  humbleth  himfelf 
lhall  be  exalted.     "  And  he  will  make  them 
families  like  a  flock" — no  flock  can  be  more 
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fafe  within  the  fold,  than  they  fliall  be — regarded 
by  his  infinite  love,  watched  over  by  his  all-fee- 
ing eye,  and  defended  by  his  almighty  arm,  they 
fliall  be  fet  on  high  out  of  the  reach  of  danger. 
Though  they  be  few,  yet  they  are  as  dear  to  their 
God  as  the  apple  of  his  eye.  Though  the  world 
defpife  them,  yet  the  Lord  Jefus  loves  them. 
Though  they  be  the  fcorn  and  ridicule  of  an  in- 
fidel age,  yet  he  efteems  them  more  than  his  own 
life,  for  he  Ihed  his  blood  upon  the  crofs  to  fave 
them.  Though  they  be  the  ofF-fcouring  of  the 
earth,  yet  they  are  the  riches  of  heaven.  And 
when  their  Lord  comes  again  in  all  his  glory, 
he  will  take  them  into  his  family,  and  will  ad- 
mit them  into  the  eternal  joys  of  his  heavenly 
kingdom.  How  happy  then  muft  thefe  cliriftians 
be,  who  are  thus  blefled  in  thofe  vvoril  times  of 
the  church  ?  and  O  how  thankful  fliould  they 
be,  that  they  were  not  carried  away  with  the 
torrent  of  vice  and  infidelity  !  The  more  wicked 
the  age  is,  tlie  more  are  they  indebted  to  the 
grace  of  their  God,  which  kept  them  from  the 
prevailing  corruption.  And  feeing  nothing  but 
open  profanenefs  around  them,  how  can  they 
refrain  from  the  praifes  of  their  deareft  Lord, 
who  preferved  them  from  it  ?  certainly  they  can- 
not avoid  giving  him  thanks  for  this  great  bleff- 
ing,  while  their  hearts  feel  it ;  and  they  will  do 
all  that  lays  in  their  power  to  make  others  par- 
take of  the  fame  blefllng,  that  they  may  join 
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with  US  in  the  fame  thanks ;  O  that  men  would 
therefore  praife  the  Lord  for  his  goodnefs,  and 
for  the  wonders  that  he  hath  done  for  the  redemp- 
tion of  men. 

This  is  I  think  the  fenfe  and  meaning  of  the 
text.  And  it  is  a  very  awakening  fcripture,  and 
ought  to  roufe  up  your  particular  attention :  for 
it  offers  to  your  confideration  a  mofi:  interefting 
truth,  viz.  that  the  chriftian  church  would  de- 
cline from  its  fiourithing  fruitful  ftate,  and  dege- 
nerate again  into  the  wildernefs,  from  whence 
the  Redeemer  had  taken  it.  And  has  this  fcrip- 
ture been  fulfilled  ?  has  the  chriftian  church 
been,  or  is  it  at  prefent  in  a  wildernefs  ?  let  us 
confider  thcfe  points  under  the  fecond  general 
head,  and  endeavour  to  improve  them  to  our 
fpiritual  ufe  and  benefit.  And  firft  the  flourifh- 
ing  church  was  to  be  diminiflied  and  brought  low 
by  the  cruel  oppreflbr,  and  by  fin,  and  by  mifery. 
And  God  knows  it  is  diminiflied  and  brought 
low  indeed,  fo  very  low,  that  it  is  of  the  Lord's 
mercy  we  are  not  confumed.  And  I  hope 
his  goodnefs  in  fparing  us  may  be  the  means 
of  converting  feme,  and  confirming  others ;  if 
we  take  a  fliort  view  of  our  prefent  unhappy 
ftate,  with  refpeft  to  immorality  and  infidelity, 
and  confider  how  little  we  deferved  to  be 
fpared. 

As  to  morals,  our  people  are  entirely  corrupt. 
They  are  beyond  the  example  of  former  ages, 
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diflblute  and  difhoneft,  infomuch  that  his  ma- 
jefty  has  more  than  once  recommended  it  to  the 
parliament  to  try  to  put  a  flop  to  the  fpreading 
of  immorality.  But  nothing  has  been  done. 
Nay  the  want  of  morals  is  fo  evident  and  glar- 
ing, that  even  the  teachers  of  dry  morality  be- 
gin to  find  it,  and  have  lately  complained  in 
public,  that  after  all  their  moral  preaching  for 
near  an  hundred  years,  the  people  are  not  in 
the  leaft  more  moral.  And  is  it  not  time  then 
to  have  ^ne  with  mere  morality,  fince  we  have 
had  fo  much  preaching  of  it,  that  now  we  have 
no  morality  left  ?  this  moral  preaching  has  made 
our  people  fo  immoral,  that  they  are  got  to  a 
pitch  of  wickednefs  beyond  what  the  very  hea- 
thens ever  attained  :  for  to  boaft  of  having  no 
virtue  or  honefty,  to  make  it  a  matter  of  merit 
to  be  able  to  a£t  upon  no  principle,  and  to  be 
guided  by  nothing  but  intereft,  thefe  are  thq 
peculiar  charatteriftics  of  the  prefent  age.  And 
when  men  thus  avow  open  and  barefaced  cor- 
ruption, and,  throwing  off  the  very  malk  of 
honefty,  dare  appear  publickly  the  rotten  advo- 
cates for  vice,  then  certainly  the  church  can  ne- 
ver be  diminifhed  and  brought  lower,  as  to  mo- 
rals. And  it  might  reafonably  be  expefred,  that 
the  comm.on  people  would  be  thus  immoral,  fince 
the  great  have  fet  them  the  example,  and  have 
entirely  caft  off  chriftianity.  Men  of  rank  and 
politcnefs  are  become  too  rciined  and  delicate  in 

their  . 


SERMON  VIII.  205 

their  notions  to  believe  in  Jefus  Chrift.  And 
they  have  taken  avv^ay  all  neceffity  of  believing 
in  him  by  utterly  exploding  his  divinity :  and 
yet  they  keep  up  the  name  of  chriftianity,  which 
is  the  moft  ftupid  and  idolatrous  religion  that  was 
ever  invented,  if  the  author  of  it  be  not  the  true 
God.  It  refts  entirely  upon  the  divinity  of 
Chrift :  this  is  its  foundation.  Nothing  can 
ftand  without  it.  But  where  fliall  we  find  great 
and  learned  men,  who  believe  that  Jefus  Chrift 
is  felf-exiftent,  and  equal  with  the  father  in 
every  perfeftion  and  attribute  ?  publickly  from 
the  prefs,  privately  in  converfation,  you  hear 
this  fundamental  do£trine  of  chriftianity  ridiculed 
and  infulted  ;  and  the  difbelief  has  fpread,  and 
poifoned  all  orders  and  degrees  of  men,  info- 
much  that  we  have  focieties  erected  upon  the 
principle  of  blafphemy,  with  liberty  of  free  de- 
bate, as  they  call  it,  i.  e.  with  liberty  to  blaf- 
pheme  the  Godhead  of  Jefus  Chrift.  And  what 
is  the  moft  melancholy  point  of  all,  the  church 
and  ftate  look  on  unconcerned,  while  that  God, 
vvhofe  fervants  they  are,  is  treated  with  more 
infolent  blafphemy  in  this  city,  than  the  very 
Jews  offered  to  him  at  his  crucifixion.  And  are 
thefe  things  really  fo  ?  do  immorality  and  infi- 
delity flourifli  thus  abundantly  among  us  ?  If 
they  do,  immorality  will  foon  pull  down  our 
church,  and  infidelity  will  dig  up  the  very  founda- 
tions of  it,  and  then  certainly  it  will  be  diminifli- 

ed 
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ed  and  brought  low.  God  grant  it  may  not  fall 
lower  than  it  is,  but  that  the  few  names  which 
are  left  in  it  may  be  kept  from  falling,  and 
others  may  daily  be  added  to  them.  And  this 
we  pray  for  the  more  earneftly,  that  Chrift  may 
not  pour  contempt  upon  princes,  which  is  the. 
fecond  remark. 

The  church  muft  be  fallen  very  low,  when  its 
princes  are  become  contemptible  :  for  they  were 
raifed  to  great  dignity,  that  they  might  flop  the 
torrent  of  profanenefs  and  unbelief.  Their  ho- 
nours and  revenues  were  to  give  them  weight 
and  influence  in  the  fupport  of  their  mafter's 
caufe,  and  when  it  was  finking  and  like  to  fall 
into  difgrace,  it  was  certainly  their  intereft  then 
to  maintain  it  with  all  their  might,  becaufe  if  it 
fell,  their  difgrace  would  not  be  long  after  it. 
But  they  fat  ftill  and  quiet,  enjoying  themfelves, 
warm  and  fnug  in  their  opulent  ftations,  while 
their  mailer  was  wounded  with  immorality,  and 
crucified  afrefli  by  unbelief.  Although  they  eat 
of  his  bread,  yet  they  faw  him  robbed  of  his  di- 
vine glory,  and  neither  ufed  their  tongues  nor 
their  pens  in  his  defence,  therefore  juftly  did 
he  pour  contempt  upon  fuch  princes.  He  made 
them  bafe  and  mean  in  the  eyes  of  the  people.  He 
took  away  the  refpeQ  due  to  their  high  offices, 
and  becaufe  they  refufed  to  defend  his  divine 
honour,  though  they  were  well  paid  for  it,  he 
therefore  made  them  diflionourable ;  for  them 

that 
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tliat  dcfpife  mc,  .fays  our  God,  whatever  their 
tlatlon  be,  fliall  be  lightly  efteemed.  And  has 
not  this  happened?  look  around  chriftendom, 
and  fee  in  what  church  the  princes  of  it  are 
refpeftable.  The  bilhop  of  Rome — how  low  is 
he  funk  !  and  his  brethren  are  fallen  faft  into  dif- 
grace,  and  the  latter  part  of  this  verfe  is  fulfil- 
ling— "  He  caufeth  them  to  wander  in  the  wil- 
"  dcrncfs  where  there  is  no  way."  Chriftianity 
at  firft  found  them  in  a  wildernefs,  and  brought 
them  out  of  it,  but  now  by  rejefting  Chrift  they 
are  got  into  it  again  :  for  every  church  with- 
out him  is  defolation.  The  fineft  fyftem  of 
religon,  that  the  wit  of  man  can  drefs  up  and 
delineate,  is  a  wildernefs  without  Chrift.  Let 
it  be  ever  fo  artfully  put  together,  yet  unlefs  it 
begin  and  end  with  him,  it  is  but  a  mere  defert. 
Lay  the  foundation  of  it  ever  fo  deep  in  the  reli- 
gion of  nature,  build  it  up  ever  fo  ftrong  with 
morality,  and  adorn  it  ever  fo  richly  with  meta- 
phyfics,  yet  it  will  be  a  mere  delufive  phantom, 
and  of  no  ufe  but  to  feed  learned  pride.  As 
Chrift  is  not  in  it,  furnifli  it  with  what  you  pleafe, 
it  will  want  all  the  treafures  of  wifdom  and 
knowledge,  of  which  the  chriftian  church  is  full: 
for  it  is  a  building  made  of  God,  the  foundation 
of  it  is  laid  upon  the  rock  of  ages,  even  upon 
Jefus  Chrift,  and  in  him  alone  is  it  built  up  and 
fupported.  And  it  fliall  ftand  for  ever,  and  be 
as  beautiful  as  the  paradife  of  God,  when  all 

human 
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human  fyftems  fliall  be  in  ruins  :  for  this  fliall 
furvive  the  flames  of  the  great  day,  and  all  its 
members  with  Chrift  at  their  head  fliall  afcend 
into  the  church  triumphant  with  eternal  glory. 
And  then  they  who  built  a  religion  without 
Chrift  will  be  turned  away  into  a  wildernefs 
indeed— even  the  wildernefs  of  mere  morahfts^ 
of  the  prophane  and  the  infidel,  into  the  place 
appointed  for  their  eternal  reception  and  tor- 
ment. 

O  what  a  melancholy  and  terrible  ftate  of 
things  is  this  !  and  now  let  us  confider,  thirdly, 
how  the  profpeft  of  it  ought  to  affect  us.  And 
whatever  our  condition  be,  I  think  it  mufl  af- 
fe£l  us  greatly:  for  what  grief  of  heart  mufl  it 
be  to  every  true  believer  to  fee  the  church  which 
once  flouriflied  and  multiplied  exceedingly,  now 
thus  diminiflied  and  brought  low — to  behold  the 
intercfl  of  their  fovereign  Lord  lofl,  and  his 
princes  contemptible,  how  afflifting  is  the 
thought !  but  it  is  indeed  diftrefsful,  when  the 
danger  comes  nearer  to  us,  and  we  fee  the  once 
fruitful  church  become  a  wildernefs.  Such  as 
the  poor  ignorant  heathens  were  before  Chrifl 
came,  fuch  are  we  like  to  be,  with  this  heavy 
circumflance  to  add  to  our  mifery,  that  they 
wiflied  and  longed  for  what  we  reject.  They 
faw  their  want  of  a  Saviour,  and  embraced  the 
good  tidings  of  the  gofpel  with  great  joy.  But 
we  want  no  Saviour.    Natural  religion  is  enough 
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for  us.  And  the  gofpel  in  any  other  hght,  than 
as  a  fyftem  'of  morality,  is  abfolutely  rejefted. 
Thus  we  are  in  a  worfe  condition  by  refufmg- 
Clirift's  offers  of  mercy,  than  the  poor  heathens 
were  ;  and  confequently  our  wildernefs  will  be 
more  difmal  and  melancholy  than  theirs.  And 
how  foon  our  church  may  be  turned  into  this 
wildernefs  God  only  knows  :  but  of  this  I  am 
certain,  that  we  deferve  it,  and  we  have  lately 
had  many  loud  calls  to  prepare  us  for  it,  and 
fome  of  his  judgements  are  ftill  heavy  upon  us, 
and  unlefs  they  lead  us  to  repentance,  we  muft 
perifli.  Our  deftru£tion  is  at  hand.  And  while 
our  national  fins  are  crying  aloud  for  vengeance, 
O  let  every  one  of  you,  who  have  any  intereft  in 
the  Saviour  of  the  world  call  aloud  unto  him  for 
mercy.  Let  us  pray  without  ceafing  for  the 
continuance  of  his  blefl"ed  gofpel  among  us.  And 
let  this  confideration  inflame  our  hearts,  and  add 
zeal  to  our  devotion,  that  our  Lord  has  promifcd 
to  fet  the  poor  chriftians  on  high,  out  of  the  reach 
of  affliction. 

This  is  the  fourth  and  laft  remark  which  belongs 
only  to  believers,  who  are  of  Chrift's  family  and 
flock.  Let  the  times  be  ever  fo  bad  and  corrupt, 
they  fliall  be  fafe— let  the  times  be  ever  fo  tcmpef- 
tuous,  they  fliall  be  fet  on  high  out  of  the  reach  of 
thcftorm.  His  grace  fliall  keep  them  from  corrup- 
tion, and  his  almighty  power  fliall  defend  them 
frpm  the  difirefles  of  the  times.    What  a  fwcct 
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promife  is  this,  and  how  full  is  it  of  confolation  I 
God  grant  you  may  all  tafte  the  comforts  of  it, 
and  then  you  will  be  thankful  indeed.  You 
will  fee  how  gracious  a  mafter  we  ferve,  and  you 
will  have  reafon  to  blefs  his  holy  name.  He 
will  pour  down  upon  you,  not  contempt,  but 
the  riches  of  his  free  and  unmerited  graces  :  by 
which  you  will  find,  that  though  the  chriftians 
be  few,  and  poor  and  mean,  though  the  church 
be  diminifhed  low,  yet  the  head  of  it  is  ftill  the 
almighty  God.  Jefus  has  all  power  in  heaven 
and  earth,  and  he  can  give  his  followers,  how- 
ever the  world  may  dcfpife  them,  fuch  joys  as 
the  world  has  not  to  give,  and  fuch,  thanks  be 
to  him  for  it,  as  the  world  cannot  take  away. 
And  thefe  joys  he  here  promifes  to  them  who 
are  of  his  family  and  flock.  And  we  know  that 
he  is  faithful  who  hath  promifed.  We  have  ex- 
perienced his  faithfulnefs.  God  grant  you  may 
all  experience  it  this  day,  that  you  may  happily 
begin  the  new  year.  And  though  the  weather 
be  dull  and  cloudy  like  the  ftate  of  the  church, 
and  the  fun  has  not  appeared  for  many  days,  O 
may  the  day  ftar  arife,  and  fupply  his  place  in 
all  your  hearts  with  a  better  light — and  then  you 
will  go  away  thankful.  And  may  the  mercy  of 
our  moft  adorable  Saviour  be  extended  to  this 
whole  church  and  kingdom,  as  well  as  to  this 
congregation.  O  may  he  fend  out  his  grace  to 
reform  the  morals,  and  his  good  Spirit  to  flop 
2  the 
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the  infidelity  of  our  people.  BlefTed  Jefus,  fpai-e 
them  a  little.  Now  the  found  of  the  gofpel  is 
heard  in  our  land,  be  pleafed  to  accompany  it 
with  thy  bleffing  ;  and  if  they  to  whofe  ears  it  is 
brought  ftill  rejeft  it,  then  indeed  they  will  de- 
ferve  deftrudlion.  But  in  thy  wrath,  O  think 
upon  mercy.  Spare  thy  people,  O  Lord,  fpare 
them,  and  turn  not  thine  once  fruitful  heritage 
entirely  and  finally  into  the  wildernefs.  Hear 
us,  thou  God  of  love,  and  anfwer  our  prayers 
to  the  glory  of  the  Father,  and  the  eternal 
Spirit— the  Trinity  in  unity--to  whom  be  equal 
honour,  and  worfliip,  and  praife  for  ever  and 
ever.  Amen. 
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SERMON  IX. 

PSALM  CVII.  42,  43. 

The  righteous  JJiall  fee  it  and  rejoice^  and  all  iniqtdtv 
Jliall Jlop  her  mouth.  Whojo  is  wije  and  will  oh- 
ferve  thefe  things,  even  they  Jliall  underjiand  the 
loving  kindnefs  of  the  Lord. 

The  holy  Spirit  finiflies  this  divine  hymn  with 
thefe  words.  He  here  fums  up  the  argument, 
and  makes  the  application.  His  fubjedtis  thankf- 
giving.  The  argument  ufed  to  infpire  us  with 
thankfulnefs  is  taken  from  redemption.  And 
fince  redemption  is  the  greateft  bleliing,  which 
the  almighty  has  to  beftow  upon  his  creatures, 
it  is  confequently  the  ftrongeft  argument  for  their 
thankfulnefs.  In  order  to  fliew  the  greatnefs  of 
the  bleffing,  the  all-wife  author  of  this  Pfalm  has 
painted  under  feveral  images  the  cxquifite  dif- 
trefs  and  mifery  of  mankind,  before  they  were 
redeemed.  And  thefe  images  are  juft  and  ex- 
preflive.  They  are  founded  in  nature  and  drawn 
to  the  life.  And  all  the  redeemed  of  the  Lord 
have  feen  their  lofl:  eftate  by  fm,  which  is  repre- 
fented  under  thefe  images,  and  can  bear  their 
teftimony  to  the  truth  of  the  reprefcntation.:  they 
remember  when  they  wandered  in  the  wildernefs 
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out  of  the  way— when  they  fell  into  the  bondage 
and  prifon  of  fin— and  were  there  fore  difeafed 
with  its  plagues— and  always  uneafy  and  difturb- 
ed,  like  the  troubled  fca  when  it  cannot  reft, 
tofTed  and  agitated  with  the  ftorms  of  vice.  The 
retrofpect  of  thefe  miferles-  now  makes  them 
thankful  to  their  redeemer,  who  flicwed  them 
the  way  out  of  the  wildernefs,  by  enlightning 
their  underftanding,  who  delivered  them  from 
the  prifon  and  bondage  of  fin  by  juftifying  them 
with  his  mod  precious  blood,  and  he  fent  his 
word  and  healed  them  of  all  their  plagues,  by 
fanclifying  them  with  the  holy  anointing  of  his 
good  Spirit,  and  thus  he  calmed  and  compofed  all 
the  ftorms  of  vice,  which  had  threatened  their  de- 
flru£tion.  And  then  he  placed  them  in  the 
fecure  haven  of  the  church,  where  they  flou- 
riflied  and  multiplied  exceedingly.  In  the  early 
ages  of  chriflianity  this  part  of  the  Pfalin  was 
fulfilled,  when  the  firft  preachers  carried  the 
found  of  the  gofpel  into  all  lands,  and  their  words 
unto  the  ends  of  the  world.  But  in  thefe  latter 
days  the  church  is  again  diminiflied  and  brought 
low  by  the  cruel  oppreflbr,  and  by  fin,  and  by 
mifery.  Thefe  are  the  three  caufes  of  its  decay, 
and  they  have  now  reduced  it  into  the  fame 
wretched  flate,  into  which  it  lay  before  it  had 
the  knowledge  of  redemption.  But  in  thefe 
times  of  reproach  and  blafphemy  the  Redeemer 
has  ftill  a  finall  flock  left,  over  whom  he 
Vol..  IV.  O  watches 
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watches  with  the  care  and  affcclion  of  the  mofi: 
tender  fliepherd.  And  when  he  comes  to  de-.. 
ftroy  a  wicked  infidel  church,  he  will  fet  thefe 
poor  humble  chriftians  on  high,  out  of  the  reach 
of  aflBiftion,  and  will  make  them  families  like  a 
flock.  "  The  righteous  fliall  fee  it  and  rejoice, 
"  and  all  iniquity  fliall  flop  her  mouth.  Whofo 
"  is  wife,  and  will  obferve  thofe  things,  even 
"  they  fliall  underfland  the  loving  kindnefs  of 
"  the  Lord."  God  grant  that  every  one  of  us 
may  be  wife  to  obferve  thofe  things,  and  that 
we  may  have  the  true  experimental  underftand- 
ing  of  the  loving  kindnefs  of  the  Lord  :  and  then 
we  fliall  be  able  to  join  our  thankful  hearts  and 
voices  with  the  church  militant  and  triumphant, 
and  to  afcribe  praife,  and  honour,  and  glory  to 
Jefus  our  redeeming  God.  And  may  the  eter- 
nal Spirit  now  be  prefent  among  us,  and  dircft 
our  hearts  by  his  grace,  enabling  us  to  finifli. 
our  meditations  upon  this  Pfalm,  with  that  thank- 
fulnefs  and  gratitude,  with  which  he  intended  it 
fliould  infpire  us.  And  may  this  be  the  hapjpy 
cfleft  of  our  confidering. 

Firfl,  The  fenfe  and  meaning  of  the  words, 
which  contain  the  application  of  the  whole  Pfalm. 
The  righteous  fliall  fee  it.  The  word  here  render- 
ed righteous  is  not  what  the  fcripture  ommonly 
ufes  to  flgnify  righteous  or  juflified  pcrfons  ;  but 
it  is  another  word,  and  conveys  another  idea.  It 
fignifies  to  direct,  to  fet  right ;  and  the  righte- 
ous 
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cus  here  mentioned  are  they  who  are  direftcd  in 
the  right  way,  and  walk,  as  Enoch  did,  with  God 
in  his  way,  and  not  in  the  way  of  the  world. 
And  thefe  fliall  fee  the  goodnefs  and  mercy  of 
God's  dealings  with  the  fallen  race  of  men.  They 
fliall  have  eyes  to  fee  the  ways  of  his  providence, 
The  fame  grace,  which  fet  them  right,  will  ma- 
nifeft  to  them  the  reafonablenefs  of  the  plan  of 
redemption.    They  ftiall  fee  and  admire,  and.be 
thankful  for,  the  wonders  of  his  redeeming  love, 
which  are  recorded  in  this  divine  hymn.  While 
they  read  it,  their  own  hearts  will  bear  tcfli- 
mony  to  its  truth  ;   for  it  is  a  lively  pidure  of 
their  own  ftate  and  condition.    They  well  re- 
member the  time,  when  fin  miHed  them,  held 
them  in  bondage,  and  fubjecled  them  to  all  its 
difeafes  and  fl:orms  :  but  fo  foon  as  they  had  a 
deep  fenfe  of  their  mifery,  and  were  difpofed  to 
feek  the  Redeemer's  mercy,  he  was  at  hand,  a 
God  to  fave.    When  they  cried  unto  the  Lord 
Jefus  in  their  trouble,  he  delivered  them  out  of 
their  diftreffes,  and  gave  them  a  free  and  full 
redemption.    Finding  all  this  fulfilled  in  their 
own  fouls,  have  they  not  great  reafon  to  rejoice  ? 
the  righteous  flrall  fee  it,  and  rejoice.    It  fliall 
be  to  them  a  matter  of  folid  laftingjoy ;  not  like 
the  crackling  of  thorns  under  a  pot — a  flafliy 
tranfitory  joy,  which  arifes  from  a  light  vain 
mind,  and  which  the  world  can  give  and  take 
away  ;  but  the  chriftian  joy  is  the  fruit  of  the 
O  2  fpirit. 
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fpirit,  produced  by  bis  gracious  working  upon 
the  heart,  fliewing  it  the  dangers  which  it  has 
efcaped,  and  the  happy  ftate  into  which  it  is 
brought,  from  whence  fprings  what  the  fcrip- 
ture  calls  joy  in  the  holy  Ghoft:  becaufe  it  is 
entirely  his  gift.  Nothing  but  his  grace  can 
enable  finners  to  rejoice  in  the  Lord  always, 
which  we  find  they  can  :  for  this  is  the  happy 
flate  of  every  pardoned  finner,  that  he  can  re- 
joice in  God;  fo  foon  as  he  is  admitted  into 
Chrift's  kingdom,  he  is  filled  with  peace  and  joy 
in  the  holy  Ghoft.  The  fenfe  of  Chrift's  redeem- 
ing love  adrainifters  to  him  joy  unfpeakable  and 
full  of  glory :  as  he  told  his  apoftles,  "  Ye 
"  PaaW  be  forrowful,  but  your  forrow  fliall  be 
"  turned  into  joy,  and  your  heart  fliall  rejoice, 
"  and  your  joy  no  man  taketh  from  you."  Every 
believer  has  found  the  truth  of  this  fcripture. 
After  they  had  feen  their  loft  eftate  by  nature, 
and  their  fouls  were  filled  with  anguffli  and 
bitternefs  at  the  fight  of  their  guilt  and  mifery, 
they  cried  unto  the  Lord  Jefus  for  deliverance, 
and  he  came.  His  infinite  love  brought  him 
with  hafte  to  fave  them,  and  he  turned  their 
forrow  into  joVj  giving  them  rcafon  to  rejoice' 
with  a  gladnefs  of  heart,  which  no  man  can 
take  from  them.  O  !  may  the  love  of  the  al- 
mighty Jefus  beftow  this  joy  upon  every  one  of 
you,  and  he  will  not  withhold  it  from  you,  if  you 
feek  it.    If  you  can  but  dcfire  it,  you  will  find 
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him  more  ready  to  giVe,  than  you  are  to  afk  it. 
He  filed  his  blood  to  purchafe  it  for  you ;  he 
bought  it  with  an  incftimable  price,  and  the 
fame  love  which  difpofed  him  to  die,  rather  than 
you  Hiould  be  without  this  joy,  ftill  difpofes  him 
to  beftow  it.  Go  therefore  to  the  throne  of  his 
grace.  Aflc,  and  ye  fliall  have.  And  will  you 
not  go  to  him  for  it  ?  will  you  not  receive  it 
upon  thefe  eafy  terms  ?  have  you  no  defire  to 
attain  that  joy,  which  Chrill  alone  can  give  r 
no  defire  to  be  pardoned,  to  be  made  juft  and. 
holy,  and  to  be  filled  with  the  fruits  of  the  fpirit, 
love,  joy,  and  peace  ?  if  any  of  you  are  in  this 
wretched  condition,  flop — reflefcl;  a  moment — 
and  confider,  what  enemies  you  are  to  your  own 
enjoyments,  for  you  cannot  live  without  joy. 
And  what  is  your  conftant  fubje£t  of  rejoicing .? 
if  it  be  any  thing  in  this  world  it  is  imperfeft  in  its 
kind.  You  know  it  by  experience.  And  it  en- 
dures but  a  fliort  time,  and  then  it  periflics,  and 
you  with  it.  And  will  you  prefer  this  empty 
deftruftive  joy,  to  that  fulnefs  and  perfe£lion  of 
joy,  which  Jefus  Chrifl:  has  to  give Be  ye 
alTured,  there  is  no  true  raufe  of  rejoicing,  but 
in  him  ;  and  nothing  that  deferves  the  name  of 
joy,  but  in  the  knowledge  of  what  he  hath  done 
for  our  fouls.  And  would  to  God  I  could  in- 
form you  perfeftly  of  this  knowledge  :  for  if  you 
had  clear  ideas  of  it,  you  could  not  avoid  feek- 
ing  and  praying  for  it ;  but  it  is  indeed  beyond 
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defcription.  Joy  in  the  holy  Ghoft  is  an  earneft 
and  a  foretafte  of  heaven.  O  !  may  you  feek 
until  you  find  it,  and  may  the  bleffed  Spirit  bring 
you  into  the  happy  number  of  the  righteous, 
■who  fee  the  wonders  which  the  Redeemer  has 
done  for  their  falvation,  and  therefore  rejoice. 
And  when  their  joy  is  full,  then  all  iniquity  fliall 
flop  her  mouth  :  the  ridiculer  and  the  blafphe- 
mer  fliall  be  filent.  They  fliall  be  ftruck  dumb, 
and  not  able  to  open  their  mouths  againft  the 
Lord  and  againll  his  Chrift,  They  will  no 
longer  be  able  to  object  to  that  gracious  plan  of 
redemption,  by  which  our  God  decreed  to  bring 
many  fons  unto  glory  :  but  all  iniquity — all — 
wichout  exception — every  infidel  champion,  eve- 
ry  treafonable  fociety,  every  congregation  of  re- 
bels fliall  flop  their  mouths.  Lord,  when  are 
we  to  fee  this  much-defired  day  !  O  when  fliall 
the  blafpheniers  of  Jefus  be  filent  !  when  fliall  it 
be  no  longer  faid,  that  God  our  Saviour  is  not 
felf-exiftent,  and  equal  in  every  perfection  and 
attribute  with  the  Father  ?  when  fliall  the  in- 
fidel ceafe  to  tread  under  foot  our  mofl:  adora- 
ble God,  and  the  wicked  ccafe  to  crucify  him 
afrefli  ?  not  I  fear  till  the  end  :  for  while  there 
arc  c\i\  men,  there  will  be  railing  and  blafphe- 
niy.  But  there  will  be  a  day,  when  iniquity 
fliall  flop  hor  mouth,  and  it  is  not  far  ofl'. 
When  our  Lord  fliall  come  again  in  all  his 
glory,  then  they  fliall  look  upon  him  whom  they 
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have  pierced,  and  they  fliall  fee  that  the  cru- 
cified Jefus  is  a  God  indeed  ;  the  luftre  of  his 
divine  glory,  infinitely  beyond  the  brightnefs  of 
the  fun,  will  be  to  thcnr\  infufferable,  and  con- 
founded, aba  (lied,  fUenced,  they  fhall  lay  their 
hands  upon  their  mouths.  And  when  he  pro- 
nounces the  dreadful  fentcnce  upon  them, 
never,  never,  to  be  reverfed,  "  go  ye  curfed  into 
"  everlafting  fire,  prepared  for  the  devil  and  his 
"  angels,"  then  they  fhall  not  have  one  word 
to  objeft — all  iniquity  fliall  flop  her  mouth. 

Until  this  great  day  come,  it  is  every  chri- 
ftian's  part  and  duty  to  defend  his  Redeemer's 
caufe :  but  it  is  more  particularly  incumbent 
upon  us,  who  have  taken  his  commiflion  and 
are  his  minifters,  to  exert  ourfelves  in  his  de- 
fence. AQuated  by  zeal  for  his  honour,  and  by 
love  to  thefe  precious  fouls,  for  whom  he  died, 
we  fliould  be  unwearied  in  our  labours.  Every 
talent  and  gift,  with  which  we  are  blelTed, 
ought  to  be  devoted  to  the  promoting  of  his 
interell,  and  we  fliould  fl:rive  to  bring  as  many 
as  we  poflibly  can  over  to  it.  And  every  per- 
fon  we  gain  is  flopping  one  of  the  tongues  of 
iniquity.  And  if  we  gain  but  few,  yet  we  may 
bring  fuch  arguments  in  defence  of  the  plan  of 
redemption,  that  we  may  filence  many.  I  hope 
the  arguments  in  this  Pfahn  will  filence  fome. 
if  they  were  well  confidered,  they  would  filence 
all.    And  therefore  we  mufl:  call  upon  men  and 

prefs 


220 


HUNDRED   AXD   SEVENTH  PSALM. 


prefs  them  to  confider  what  is  here  faid  :  for 
the  holy  Spirit  in  the  laft  words  requires  it  of  us. 
"  Whofo  is  wife  and  will  obferve  thofe  things, 
"  even  they  fliall  underftand  the  loving  kind- 
"  nefs  of  the  Lord."  "  Whofo  is  wife,"  has 
the  true  wifdom  that  is  from  above,  "  will  ob- 
"  ferve  thofe  things,"  will  carefully  note  and 
remark  what  is  here  faid  of  the  fall  and  reco- 
very of  mankind,  of  our  ftate  by  nature  and  by 
grace.  True  wifdom  confifts  in  obferving  thefe 
two  things,  what  we  are  hi  ourfelves,  and  what 
we  are  in  Chrift  ;  in  a  deep  fenfe  of  our  mifery 
by  fin,  ftirring  us  up  to  feek  our  remedy  in  the 
Redeemer.  This  is  wifdom.  And  whofoever 
is  thus  wife  unto  falvation  "  fliall  underftand 
*'  the  loving  kindnefs  of  the  Lord"  fhall  be  able 
to  apply  what  he  underftands  of  it  to  his  own 
private  ufe  and  benefit.  The  verb  in  the  origi- 
jial  rendered  "  fhall  underftand,"  is,  in  the 
conjuga.tion,  called  Hithpael,  which  fignifies  to 
act  upon  itfelf.  Whoever  obferves  thofe  things 
properly,  finds  his  own  intereft  in  them.  He 
makes  the  underftanding  of  them  ufeful  to  him- 
felf.  He  does  not  ftudy  them  as  a  fcience  or 
theory,  but  as  interefting  points  in  which  he  is 
.nearly  concerned,  and  which  he  therefore  tries 
to  bring  home  for  his  own  private  advantage. 
When  he  hears  of  the  mercies  of  the  Lord  Jefus 
recorded  in  this  Pfalm,  he  defires  to  partake  of 
them.    When  he  hears  of  the  great  deliverances 
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rouchfafed  to  finful  ruined  man,  he  ftudies  to 
have  his  own  fliare  in  them.  What  is  faid  of 
thefe  perfons,  v,^ho  wandered  out  of  the  way  in 
the  wildernefs,  and  fell  into  the  bondage  of  fin, 
and  were  afflided  with  its  difeafes,  and  troubled 
like  a  ftormy  fea  with  its  continual  tempefts : 
all  this  he  knows  was  his  own  cafe,  and  there- 
fore what  follows  of  their  flourifliing  ftate  after 
Chrift  delivered  chem  may  be  his  alfo,  if  he  cry 
unto  the  Lord,  as  they  did,  for  help.  And  he 
never  ceafes  praying  and  feeking,  until  the 
blefled  Jefus  bring  him  to  the  haven  of  the 
church,  where  he  would  be.  And  if  he  find 
the  church  diminifhed  and  brought  low,  he  is 
not  difcouraged ;  but  relies  on  the  promifes  of 
his  God,  who  will  fet  him  on  high  out  of  the 
reach  of  public  calamity,  when  he  comes  to  de- 
ftroy  an  infidel  church.  lie  obferves  what  is 
faid  in  this  Pfalm  concerning  thofe  things ;  and 
he  knows  it  to  be  true,  by  his  own  experience. 
And  therefore  the  loving  kindnefs  of  the  Lord 
here  recorded  is  to  him  a  fubje£l  of  exceeding 
great  joy,  becaufe  he  has  tafted  of  it.  Whofo 
is  wife  will  bring  his  knowledge  of  this  Pfalm 
home  to  his  own  heart,  and  he  (hall  underftand 
the  loving  kindnefs  of  the  Lord,  he  fhall  be  able 
to  apply  what  he  underftands  to  his  own  bene- 
fit, and  fliall  therefore  be  continually  praifing  the 
Lord  for  his  goodnefs,  and  declaring  the  wonders 
nhich  he  hath  done  for  the  falvation  of  men. 
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And  here  the  holy  Spirit  ends,  recommending 
to  us  the  obfervation  of  thofe  things,  as  the  only 
■wifdom,  and  exhorting  us  to  apply  what  we  un- 
derftand  of  them  to  our  own  particular  benefit, 
as  the  only  ufe  we  can  make  of  them.  And  if 
we  can  but  obferve  and  underftand,  until  we  find 
our  intereft  in  them,  then  his  defign  in  recording 
this  Pfalm  will  be  anfwered,  and  we  fliall  be 
thankful  indeed :  for  thankfulnefs  is  only  ex- 
preffing  with  the  mouth  what  the  heart  feels, 
and  if  the  heart  feels  itfelf  entitled  to  the  bleff- 
ings  of  redemption,  it  will  be  irfipoflible  to  re- 
train the  tongue  from  praifing  the  almighty  God 
and  Redeemer  of  the  world.  The  redeemed 
foul  can  no  more  forbear  to  praife  its  Redeemer, 
than  the  body  can  forbear  to  breathe,  fo  long  as 
there  is  any  life  in  it. 

You  may  remember,  that  I  fot  out  at  firfl:  with 
a  general  plan  of  the  whole  Pfalm,  and  I  need 
not  here  repeat  it.  You  have  heard  each  part 
explained,  and  have  been  fhewn  how  each  tends 
to  carry  on  the  general  plan.  You  have  feen 
how  regular  and  beautiful  it  is  altogether ;  how 
important  the  fubje£t,  how  ftrong  and  ftriking 
the  arguments.  It  is  indeed  a  mafterly  painting 
of  our  loft  eftate  by  fin,  which  is  here  reprcfented 
in  various  lights,  the  more  forcibly  to  afFe£l  us, 
that  finding  our  diftrefs,  and  being  difpofed  to 
cry  out  for  deliverance,  we  may  be  the  more 
thankful  to  the  Redeemer,  when  he  comes  and 
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brings  us  free  and  full  redemption.  For  this  end 
the  holy  Spirit  infpired  the  Pfalm,  and  for  the 
fame  good  purpofe  we  have  been  confidering  it. 
God  grant  we  may  not  have  confidered  it  ia 
vain.  It  is  a  very  weighty  and  folemn  fcripture, 
and  contains  the  moft  powerful  motives,  which 
infinite  wifdom  itfelf  could  propofe,  both  to  con- 
vince us  of  our  mifery  without  a  Redeemer,  and 
alfo  of  our  happinefs  in  him,  and  thefe  moft 
powerful  motives  ought  certainly  to  produce  the 
greateft  effefts,  they  ought  to  fill  our  hearts  with 
gratitude,-  and  to  raife  us  to  the  higheft  pitch  of 
thankfulnefs  ;  but  if  we  have  no  better  difpo- 
fitionstobe  thankful  to  ourbleffed  Redeemer,  than 
we  have  had  before  we  heard  thefe  motives,  there 
muft  be  fome  very  bad  caufe  in  our  own  hearts  : 
what  it  is  I  will  endeavour  to  find  out  by  applying 
myfelf, 

Fifft,  To  them  who  difbelieve  the  ftate  of  the 
cafe  as  it  is  laid  down  in  this  Pfalm.  The  fub- 
je£l:  is  thankfgiving.  The  motives  ufed  to  excite 
jn  us  a  thankful  temper  are  taken  from  the 
diftretfed  eftate  of  mankind  by  nature,  and  from 
their  perfect  recovery  by  grace.  And  no  man 
can  be  unthankful,  who  has  feen  himfelf  in  this 
loft  condition,  out  of  which  he  was  brought  by 
the  free  grace  and  mercy  of  the  Redeemer. 
Such  a  perfon  I  fay  cannot  be  unthankful :  be- 
caufe  while  he  retains  the  fenfe  of  his  former 
jnifcryj  and  of  his  prefciit  happinefs,  his  mind  is 
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always  in  a  thankful  temper,  and  he  muft  lofe 
this  fenfe,  before  he  can  be  indifpofcd  to  give 
thanks  and  praife  to  his  redeeming  God.  This 
is  the  clear  and  plain  ftate  of  the  cafe.  And 
the  holy  Spirit  fuppofes,  that  the  proper  con- 
fidcration  of  it  would  be  fufficient  to  infpire  us 
all  with  thankfulnefs  :  for  when  he  comes  to 
fum  up  the  argument,  he  fays,  "  whofo  is  wife," 
whofoever  has  the  true  wifdom,  "  will  obferve 
*'  thefe  things,"  will  obferve  the  great  points 
treated  of  in  this  divine  compofition,  and  will 
endeavour  to  underftand  them  in  a  practical  way, 
by  applying  what  he  knows  of  them  to  the  ftate 
of  his  own  foul.  And  whenever  he  is  thus 
wife,  and  has  this  right  underftanding,  then  he 
will  be  full  of  thanks  and  praife  to  the  God  of 
his  falvation.  Now  there  are  men  among  us, 
who  diftjelieve  all  this,  who  deny  the  loft  and 
fallen  eftate  of  mankind,  and  who  talk  of  I 
know  not  what  fancied  dignity  and  reftitude  in 
poor  fmful  worms ;  and  although  they  fee  the 
whole  face  of  the  earth  covered  with  fin,  yet 
they  will  not  allow  that  man  is  fmful.  And 
thus  they  deny  the  very  evidence  of  their  fenfes, 
when  it  makes  againft  infidelity,  and  are  therefore 
greater  enthufiafts,  than  miftaken  religion  ever 
did  produce.  A  poor  creature,  who  believes 
without  evidence,  is  indeed  an  enthufiaft ;  but 
the  infidel,  who  difbelieves  againft  evidence,  is 
got  to  the  very  top  of  enthufiafm.    All  deifts 
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are  rank  enthufiafts,  and  of  the  worft  kind  :  be- 
caufc  they  can  refufe  to  believe  their  own  fenfes, 
when  they  give  evidence  for  chriftianity.  If  there 
be  any  of  them  in  this  place,  I  muft  call  upon 
them  to  obferve  thofe  things,  which  arc  recorded 
in  this  Pfalm.  Confider,  why  you  difbelieve  them. 
What  reafon,  what  motive  have  you  ?  if  you 
would  fubmit  to  the  authority  of  fcripture,  it  has 
determined,  that  we  are  altogether  corrupt  and 
abominable,  and  that  there  is  none  of  us  righte- 
ous, no  not  one.  And  if  the  experience  of  all 
ages  had  any  weight  with  you,  it  comes  in  con- 
firmation of  the  fcripture  authority.  If  plain 
matter  of  fafl:  could  convince,  if  reafon  was 
heard,  you  could  not  deny  the  corruption  and 
depravity  of  human  nature  :  for  nothing  is  more 
certain,  than  that  the  man  lives  not,  who  never 
fumed.  And  if  you  fee  not  that  you  yourfelvcs 
are  finners,  you  are  in  great  darknefs.  The  eyes 
of  your  undcrftanding  are  as  yet  blind.  For 
what  elfe  can  be  the  caufe,  why  you  fnould  have 
no  eyes  to  fee  thofe  things,  which  are  certain, 
yea  fclf-evident  to  every  chriftian  ?  You  have  no 
defire  to  find  the  truth  of  them.  I  appeal  to 
your  own  hearts,  whether  this  be  not  the  true 
caufe.  It  is  not  want  of  evidence  to  convince, 
but  want  of  defire  in  you  to  be  convinced. 
Though  the  fun  fiiine  ever  fo  bright  and  cle^ir, 
yet  it  can  give  no  light  to  them,  who  iliut  their 
eyes  againll;  it.    None  are  more  blind,  than  they 

who 
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tvho  will  not  fee.  Nothing  is  more  difficult,  than 
to  perfuade  a  man  to  believe,  what  he  is  un- 
willing to  believe.  Reafon  and  argument  are 
feldom  fuccefsful  againft  fuch  flrong  prejudices, 
efpecially  when  thefe  prejudices  fall  in  with  our 
natural  corruptions,  and  flatter  our  finful  pride, 
and  pay  their  court  to  the  dignity  of  our  bafe 
nature.  In  fuch  a  cafe  fomething  more  power- 
ful, than  reafoning  is  neceifary.  To  convince  fuch 
perfons  is  a  work  too  great  for  >any  agent,  but 
the  grace  of  God  ;  and  if  after  all  that  has  been 
faid,  there  are  (till  men  among  us,  who  fee  not 
fin  and  mifery  enough  in  their  own  hearts  to 
want  a  Redeemer,  may  his  good  fpirit  open  their 
eyes,  before  it  be  too  late,  and  fliew  them  the 
truth  of  this  Pfalm,  and  bring  the  doftrines  con- 
tained in  it  home  with  power  to  their  hearts,  that 
they  may  find  their  loft  eftate  by  fin,  and  their 
perfeft  redemption  through  Jefus  Chrift.  And 
with  my  fervent  prayers  for  them  to  our  graci- 
ous God  I  conclude,  for  the  prefent,  and  turn 
myfelf  in  the 

Second  place  to  them,  who  believe  what  the 
holy  Spirit  has  here  recorded,  concerning  the  fall 
of  man,  and  who  defire  to  experience  the  truth  of 
what  is  here  faid  concerning  his  recovery.  Go  on, 
my  beloved  brethren  ;  you  have  fet  out  vi  ell ;  per- 
fevere  in  your  defires  and  prayers  :  for  you  are  not 
far  from  the  kingdom  of  heaven  :  it  is  God  who 
hath  begun  a  good  work  in  you,  let  him  finifli 
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it.  And  as  the  proper  means  thereto,  wait  upon 
God,  in  all  his  holy  ordinances,  and  particularly 
obferve  thofe  things  ;  remark  the  great  points 
treated  of  in  this  divine  hymn  :  fludy  to  undcr- 
lland  them,  and  to  apply  them  to  your  own 
hearts  ;  labour  to  find  your  intereft  in  them,  and 
be  aflured  that  God  will  accompany  the  devout 
meditation  of  this  fcripture  with  his  grace  and 
bleffihg.  Whofo  is  wife  will  obferve  thofe 
things,  fays  the  holy  Spirit,  therefore  if  you 
would  be  wife,  obferve  them.  Mark,  learn,  and 
inwardly  digeft  them.  Try  to  find  in  them 
fpiritual  nourifliment  and  fupport,  and  if  you 
confider  them  with  humility  and  prayer,  they 
will  be  greatly  bleffed  unto  your  fouls.  Wait 
and  perfevere  in  thefe  holy  exercifes,  and  in 
God's  own  good  time  you  will  find  reafon  to 
join  with  all  his  redeemed  people,  and  to  declare 
that  he  is  loving  to  every  man,  to  you  in  parti- 
cular, and  that  his  mercy  endureth  for  ever. 
And  thefe  are  the  happy  perfons,  to  whom  I 
addrefs  my 

Third  and  laft  remark.  You,  my  chriftian 
brethren,  are  prepared  to  join  with  me,  in  offering 
up  our  tribute  of  thanks.  You  know  what  the 
Redeemer  has  done  for  your  falvation,  and  you 
are  grateful ;  but  you  are  not  grateful  enough ; 
neither  can  you  be.  Our  moft  adorable  God 
condcfcended  to  do  fuch  miracles  for  your  re- 
demption, that  he  deferves  far  more  thanks  than 

you 
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you  can  pay.  Your  bed  fervice,  what  a  poor 
return  is  it  for  the  riches  of  his  love  and  your 
higheft  ftrains  of  praife,  how  far  do  they  fall 
below  his  infinite  dcferts  ?  alas  !  what  can  we 
do  in  the  way  of  return,  fince  all  we  have  is  his 
free  gift,  and  all  we  hope  for  comes  from  his 
free  grace.  The  ineftimable  riches  of  earth  and 
heaven,  while  they  proclaim  the  love  of  Jefus  to 
us,  yet  prove  that  we  cannot  praife  him  enough 
for  them.  And  indeed  we  never  praife  him  fo 
well,  as  when  we  ftrive  to  do  the  beft  we  can  ; 
but  yet  find  how  little  it  is  we  can  do,  how  empty 
and  worthlefs  our  beft  praifcs  are.  God  knows, 
our  prefent  adoration  and  praife  in  their  utmoft 
fervour  are  very  imperfeft.  And  the  Redeemer 
is  fo  great  and  infinite,  and  fo  eternal  are  the 
blcflings  which  he  has  freely  conferred  upon  us, 
that  our  praifes  muft  be  infinite  and  eternal,  if 
they  rife  up  to  his  merit :  for  eternity  itfelf  will 
acknowledge  that  Jefus  is  above  all  blefling  and 
praife,  and  therefore  we  are  to  praife  him  for  ever. 
And  how  then  can  we  rife  up  to  the  greatncfs 
of  h's  merit  in  time,  fince  there  is  to  be  no  end 
of  giving  him  thanks;  but  though  our  praifes  be 
imperfeft,  yet  our  Lord  requires  them,  and  we 
muft  return  him  the  beft  we  can  :  and  when  we 
know  his  love,  and  tafte  of  his  mercy,  the  heart 
will  feel  more  than  the  tongue  can  utter,  and 
then  our  praifes  will  be  acceptable  :  and  his 
grace  will  render  them  fweet  and  delightful  to  us, 
I  and 
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iui  we  fliall  efteem  thefe  moments  to  be  the 
^cafanteft  in  our  lives,  which  we  fpend  in  giving 
thanks  to  the  bieffed  Jefus,  the  author  of  all  our 
joys.    And  this  kind  of  praife  is  fomething  like 
the  praifes  of  heaven.     It  has  their  fmcerity, 
])ut  not  their  perfection  :  May  God  enable  us  to 
incrcafe  in  both  !  O  that  we  could  raife  our 
hearts,  and  exalt  our  affeftions  to  that  heavenly 
.  ame,  with  which  the  glorified  fpirits  are  now 
inaifing  the  lamb,  who  fitteth  upon  the  throne. 
The  holv  Spirit  can  tune  our  hearts  to  join  in 
harmony  with  theirs,  though  in  an  humbler  ftrain  i 
and  let  us  now  feek  his  gracious  influence,  and 
beg  of  him  to  blefs  thefe  lectures  upon  thank- 
fulnefs,  and  to  make  them  the  means  of  render- 
ing every  one  of  us  more  thankful  to  our  moft 
adorable  Redeemer.    The  means  may  be  weak, 
but  he  who  is  to  give  them  his  bleffing  is  almighty, 
and  if  we  afk  and  feek  it  of  him  in  humble 
prayer,  he  will  fupply  all  their  defects  by  his 
grace.    Let  us  then  agree  to  requeft  him  to 
fend  his  good  Spirit  into  our  hearts,  that  we 
may  reap  all  the  profit  from  the  confideration  ot 
this  divine  hymn,  which  he  intended  it  fiiould 
adminifter  to  the  faithful.    And  I  know  of  no 
words  more  truly  devout  and  pious,  nor  more 
proper  wherewith  to  conclude  thefe  leClures, 
than  the  general  thankfgiving  of  our  church. 

Almighty  God,  Father  of  all  mercies,  we 
thine  unworthy  fervants,  do  give  thee  moft  hum- 
VoL.  IV.  P  ble 
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ble  and  hearty  thanks  for  all  thy  goodnefs  and 
loving  kindnefs  to  us,  and  to  all  men.  We  blefs 
thee  for  our  creation,  prefervation,  and  all  the 
bleffings  of  this  life  3  but  above  all,  for  thine 
ineftimable  love,  in  the  redemption  of  the  world 
by  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift:  for  the  means  of  grace, 
through  him,  and  for  the  hope  of  glory.  And 
we  befeech  thee,  giveiis  that  due  fenfe  of  all  thy 
mercies,  that  our  hearts  may  be  unfeignedly 
thankful ;  and  that  we  may  flievv  forth  thy  praife, 
not  only  with  our  lips,  but  in  our  lives,  by  giving 
up  ourfelves  to  thy  fcrvice,  and  by  walking  before 
thee  in  holinefs  and  righteoufnefs  all  our  days, 
through  Jefus  Chrift  our  Lord  ;  to  whom,  with 
thee,  and  the  holy  Ghoft,  be  all  honour  and  glory^ 
world  without  end.  Amen. 
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I  Cor.  iii.  ii. 

Other  foundation  can  no  man  lay,  than  that  is  laid, 
which  is  Jeftis  Chrijl. 

In  every  undertaking  it  is  the  principal  point 
to  lay  and  to  fecure  a  good  foundation.  In  tem- 
poral concerns,  all  men  fee  and  acknowledge  this 
truth,  and  are  careful  enough  to  aft  agreeably  to 
it.  The  men  of  bufinefs,  of  pleafure,  and  of 
ambition,  have  each  their  foundation  to  build 
upon,  from  whence  they  promife  themfelves 
fuccefs.  The  learned  alfo  have  their  data,  and 
firft  principles  in  every  art  and  fcience,  which 
are  laid  down  as  a  fure  foundation,  whereon  the 
art  or  fcience  may  be  built.  The  chriftian  in 
like  manner  has  his  foundation.  Divinity  has 
its  firft  principles,  with  this  manifeft  advantage 
above  the  arts  and  fciences,  that  God  hath  built 
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it,  and  upon  one  plain  firnple  truth,  which  is 
clearly  afcertalned  botli  in  tlie  Old  Tcftamcnt 
and  the  New,  Jefus  Chrift  being  propofed  in 
both  as  the  only  foundation  of  faith  and  obedi- 
ence. This  one  fure  foundation  is  laid,  and  no 
other  can  be  laid  :  "  For  other  foundation  can 
'••  no  man  lay,  than  that  ir  laid,  which  is  Jefus 
"  Chnft."  What  words  can  be  more  clear  and 
decifive  than  thcfe  are,  and  yet  the  miftakes  of 
men  about  them  are  endlefs,  even  of  men  who 
allow  the  divine  authority  t>(  this  very  paffage  ? 
The  papifts  have  multiplied  the  one  foundation 
into  a  great  number,  building  upon  the  Virgin 
Mary,  as  much  as  they  do  upon  the  ever  blefled 
God  her  Saviour,,  and  upon  a  multitude  of  fabu- 
lous faints.  And  the  Arians  and  Socinians,  the 
pefts  of  this  age,  have  been  trying  to  dig  up  the 
foundation,  and  would  willingly  leave  no  traces 
of  it  remaining.  And  fome  of  the  reformed 
churches,  which  fet  out  well  at  firft,  laying  Chrift, 
and  Chrift  alone  for  the  foundation,  have  fmce 
built  upon  him,  wood,  hay,  ftubble,  and  fuch 
like  reprobate  ftulf,  which,  when  it  comes  to  be 
tried  in  the  fire,  will  be  burnt.  And  the  gene- 
ralitv  of  men  have  no  foundation  at  all,  but  live 
carelefs  and  unconcerned  about  the  ftate  of  their 
fouls,  never  examining  whether  they  are  built 
upon  Jefus  Chrift,  the  rock  of  ages,  on  whom 
tl  e  buildmg  fitly  framed  together,  growxth  into 
an  holy  temple  in  the  Lord.    Each  of  thefe 
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niillakeshas  atprefent  numerous  advocates,  fome 
of  them  have  great  intereft,  and  others  have  en- 
joyed a  long-  eftablifliment,  and  the  efpoufers  of 
each  have  fomething  fpecious  to  ofFer  in  its  de- 
fence, which  being  drefled  up  with  the  orna- 
ments of  falfe  learning,  and  falling  in  with  our 
own  corrupt  inclinations,  is  very  apt  to  feduce 
us  from  the  foundation  of  truth.  For  thefe 
reafons  it  will  be  proper  and  feafonable  to  look 
to  the  foundation,  and  to  fee  whether  we  ftand 
fecure  upon  it.  In  this  enquiry,  the  words  of 
the  text  will  be  ufeful ;  they  are  fo  plain  and 
clear,  as  to  leave  no  doubt  in  every  honefl: 
teachable  mind,  which  is  willing  to  be  deter- 
mined by  the  authority  of  the  written  word,  and 
hears  and  reads  it  under  the  guidance  of  its  all- 
wife  infpircr.  St.  Paul  is  here  reproving  his 
Corinthians  for  the  envying  and  ftrife,  and 
divifions,  which  were  among  them.  He  had 
converted  them  to  the  faith,  and  Apollos  had 
built  them  up  in  it,  and  they  had  great  reafon 
to  join  together  in  giving  praife  and  glory  to 
God,  who  had  called  them  out  of  darknefs  into 
his  marvellous  light.  But  the  common  enemy  of 
their  fouls  prevented  this  defirable  elFett,  by 
fowing  difcord  among  them.  He  tempted  them 
into  a  party  fpirit,  and  they  divided  about  the 
gifts  and  talents  of  their  minifters.  One  faid 
that  he  was  of  Paul,  another  that  he  was  of 
Apollos ;  and  they  forgot,  that  neither  is  Paul 
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that  planteth  any  thing,  neither  Apollos  that  wa- 
tereth,  but  God  that  giveth  the  increafe.  All  the 
glory  of  planting  and  watering,  as  well  as  of  the 
increafe  is  God's.  For  we,  fays  the  Apoftlc, 
are  only  labourers  together  with  God.  Although 
by  our  miniftry  the  good  feed  was  fown  in  your 
hearts,  yet  ye  are  G  od's  hufbandry.  Although 
by  our  preaching  ye  were  built  up  in  your  moft 
holy  faith,  yet  ye  are  God's  building.  We  could 
do  nothing  without  his  grace :  for  according  to 
the  grace  of  God,  which  is  given  to  me  as  a  wife 
mafter  builder  I  have  laid  the  foundation.  This 
wife  mafter  builder  laid  the  foundation,  when  he 
converted  them  to  chriftianity,  and  he  cautions 
every  minifter  of  the  gofpel  to  take  heed  how 
he  buildeth  thereon,  becaufe  there  was  but  one 
foundation  on  which  all  doftrines  and  duties 
relied — "  for  other  foundation  can  no  man  lay, 
"  than  that  is  laid."  The  foundation  is  the  en- 
tire ground-work  of  religion,  upon  which  every 
part  of  it  muft  reft.  The  whole  building  is  to 
ftand  upon  it,  and  therefore  it  fhould  be  laid 
fecure.  Certainly  it  cannot  be  too  ftrong  and 
firm,  which  is  to  fupport  our  prefent  and  our 
eternal  happinefs.  Look  at  this  tempeftuous 
world,  and  behold  what  rains  defcend,  what 
floods  come,  what  winds  blow,  and  beat  upon 
our  weak  tabernacle,  threatening  its  fall,  how 
can  we  ftand  againft  thefe  mighty  aflaults,  unlefs 
we  be  founded  upon  a  rock  ?  For  our  comfort 
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tlodhath  laid  a  foundalion,  againft  which  the 
L;ates  of  hgll  fliall  not  prevail,  and  therefore  we 
need  not  doubt  of  its  ftability  or  duration.  He 
laid  it  Hrft  in  the  covenant  of  grace,  ordered  in 
all  things  and  fure,  when  he  purpofed  before  all 
worlds,  to  bring  many  fons  unto  glory  through 
Jefus  Chrift.  He  afterwards  revealed  his  pur- 
pofe  in  the  written  word,  and  he  hath  therein 
laid  but  one  foundation,  and  there  is  no  other. 
Mofes  and  the  prophets  have  laid  no  other  foun* 
dation  in  the  Old  Tcftament  than  what  is  ella- 
hliflied  throughout  the  New,  which  is  Jefus 
Chrift,  on  whom  we  may  fafely  build  all  our 
hopes  of  falvation,  becaufe  he  is  God  and  man 
united  in  one  Chrift,  who  came  as  our  repre- 
fentative,  to  aft  and  fulFer  for  us,  and  thereby 
to  reftore  us  to  the  happy  eftate  which  we  had 
forfeited  by  the  fall.  As  man  he  obeyed  the 
divine  law  to  atone  for  our  difobedience,  as  man 
lie  fuflered  what  we  fliould  have  fuffered  for 
difobeying ;  but  then  his  obedience  and  fuffer- 
ings  could  never  have  wrought  out  perfect  righ- 
teoufnefs  for  a  guilty  race,  unlefs  the  holy  fuffer- 
ing  Jefus  had  been  united  to  the  moft  high  God, 
and  God  and  man  had  been  as  intimately  united 
in  one  Chrift,  as  the  reafonable  foul  and  fiefli  is 
one  man.  The  merit  of  all  that  he  did  and 
fuftered,  refts  upon  his  being  a  divine,  as  well  as 
a  human  perfon.  Take  away  his  eternal  felf- 
exiftent  Godhead,  and  you  fink  him  down  into  a 
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mere  creature:  and  then  place  hiiti  ever  fo  higli, 
fuppofe  him  to  be  at  the  very  top  of  the  fcale  of 
creatures,  yet  you  make  him  finite;  and  being 
fo,  cloath  him  with  every  grace  and  perfeftion 
ihort  of  divine,  he  could  fave  no  periuii  but  him- 
felf,  for  it  is  an  adjudged  cafe  upon  record, 
that  no  man  can  redeem  his  brother,  or  pay  to 
God  a  ranfom  for  him. 

The  divinity  then  of  Jefus  Chrift  is  tlie  foun- 
dation on  which  the  whole  of  our  falvation  refts: 
for  there  is  falvation  in  none  other,  and  if  he  be 
not  true  and  very  God,  there  is  no  falvation  in  him^ 
Our  preaching  is  vain,  and  your  faith  in  him  is 
alfo  vain.  We  are  all  yet  in  our  fms,  for  nothing 
(hort  of  divine  and  infinite  can  fave  us  from  the 
guilt  and  power  of  them.  But  the  fcripture  has 
clearly  revealed  his  divine  and  infinite  nature. 
It  has  not  left  us  in  doubt  concerning  the  power 
of  the  fon  of  man  to  forgive  fins.  The  Saviour 
of  finners  was  Jehovah,  a  perfon  of  the  felf-ex- 
iftent  elTence ;  for  we  are  taught  by  the  chriftian 
verity  to  believe,  that  in  the  unity  of  the  God- 
head there  are  three  perfons  of  equal  glory  and 
co-eternal  majefi:y.  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghoft, 
who  were  pleafed  to  difplay  their  attributes  and 
perfe£tions,  by  fuftaining  diftinSt  offices  in  the 
oeconomy  of  man's  redemption,  to  v^hom  we 
therefore  owe  equal  glory  and  worlhip,  becaufe 
their  love  to  us  in  fuftaining  thefe  ofuces  for  our 
recovery  was  equal.  God  the  r  ather  was  glori- 
fied 
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liod  by  having  honour  paid  to  his  holinefs  and 
juflice.  He  demanded  full  and  perfe6T:  fatisfac- 
tion  for  fin,  which  God  the  Son  paid  by  taking 
upon  him  the  human  nature,  and  therein  obey- 
ing and  fufFering  for  finners :  for  which  ftupen- 
dous  aft  of  love  and  condefcenfion,  he  was  feated 
upon  the  throne,  and  had  all  power  in  heaven 
and  earth  committed  to  him,  and  he  is  now  glo- 
rified by  all  the  heavenly  hoft,  angels  and  arch- 
angels, and  by  the  fpirits  of  jull  men  made  per- 
fefct,  thoufands,  thoufands,  and  ten  thoufand  times 
ten  thoufand,  a  great  multitude  whom  no  man 
can  number.  Glory  be  to  his  holy  name,  for 
that  his  courts  will  be  filled  with  fuch  an  innu- 
merable company,  afcribing  falvation  to  our 
God  who  fittcth  on  the  throne,  and  to  the  Lamb 
for  ever.  And  God  the  Holy  Ghoft  is  glorified 
for  abiding  with  us,  even  unto  the  end  of  the 
world,  to  carry  on  the  work  of  falvation,  for 
awakening  the  dead  in  fin,  enlightening  them 
with  the  light  of  life,  and  guiding  them  in  their 
chriftian  courfe  by  his  grace,  until  he  bring 
them  unto  glory.  Thus  God  the  Father  de- 
mands fatisfaftion — God  the  Son  pays  it — God 
the  Holy  Ghoft  applies  it— but  ftill  in  thefe  offi- 
ces the  glory  is  equal,  becaufe  the  perfons  are 
equal.  If  the  Son  was  not  equal  to  the  Father, 
how  could  he  pay -him  an  infinite  fatisfaftion  ? 
If  the  Holy  Ghoft  was  not  equal  to  the  Father 
and  the  Son,  how  could  he  fuftain  his  office, 
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which  requires  an  all-wife,  all-prefent,  and  al- 
mighty fpirit  ?  Thefe  diflinft  offices  make  no 
difference  or  inequality  between  the  perfons,  as 
it  is  well  exprefTed  in  that  form  of  found  words 
to  which  we  have  all  fubfcribed^  "  In  the  holy, 
"  bleffed,  and  glorious  Trinity  none  is  afore  or 
"  after  other,  none  is  greater  or  lefs  than  ano- 
"  ther,  but  the  whole  three  perfons  are  co-eter- 
"  nal  together  and  co-equal."  Jcfus  Chrift  is 
co-equal  and  co^eternal  with  the  Father  and  the 
Holy  Spirit ;  and  being  a  truly  divine  as  well  as 
an  human  perfon  united  in  one  Saviour,  in  this 
charafter  every  thing  he  did  and  fulfered  for  us 
muft  be  perfeft  and  complete.  Nothing  can  be 
wanting  to  make  him  a  fure  foundation.  When 
he  obeyed — when  he  fufFered — when  he  died — 
he  was  paying  the  fatisfaclion  demanded  by  the 
jufHce  of  the  Father,  who  demonftrated  his  ac- 
ceptance of  it  by  raifing  the  manhood  from  the 
dead.  And  then  the  foundation  of  God  was 
eftabliflied  immoveably.  God  himfelf,  even  God 
manifefted  in  the  flefli,  is  the  foundation  that 
ftandeth  fure.  It  is  neither  the  bleffed  virgin, 
nor  the  faints  and  martyrs  ;  it  is  neither  repent- 
ance nor  good  works  5  neither  morality  nor  na- 
tural light,  but  the  one  foundation  is  the  God- 
man,  Chrift  Jefus.  As  God,  he  is  almighty: 
for  he  created  all  things,  and  he  upholdeth  all 
things  by  the  word  of  his  power.  As  God  ma- 
nifefted in  the  flefh  he  has  engaged  to  ufe  his  al- 
mighty 
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mighty  power  for  our  falvatlon.  In  his  obe- 
dience and  fufferings,  death  and  refurreftion,  he 
laid  a  foOndation  that  can  never  be  fliaken,  upon 
which  finners  may  fafely  build  their  hopes  of 
pardon  and  forgivenefs,  of  righteoufnefs  and  ho- 
lincfs,  of  heaven,  and  eternal  glory.  And  they 
may  build  on  him  with  greater  fafety,  becaufe 
the  fcripture  throughout  fets  him  forth  as  the 
only  foundation.  He  is  laid,  and  other  founda- 
tion, the  apoftle  fays,  can  no  man  lay.  There 
is  an  utter  impoffibility  of  laying  any  other  :  be- 
caufe to  attempt  it,  would  be  oppofing  the  im- 
mutable decree  of  heaven,  by  which  this  one 
foundation  was  laid  in  the  covenant  of  grace  ;  it 
would  be  oppofing  God's  revealed  will,  which 
has  cftabliflied  this  one  foundation  in  the  written 
word ;  and  it  would  be  oppofing  the  fufficiency 
of  Chrift's  obedience  and  fufferings,  by  which 
alone  we  can  obtain  acceptance  with  God  the 
.  Father.  ^  Will  not  thefe  men  be  found  fighting 
againft  God,  and  how  then  can  they  fucceed, 
who  oppofe  his  covenant,  confirmed  by  his  re- 
vealed will,  and  eftabliQied  by  his  miraculous 
works  ?  So  long  as  this  fcripture  ftands  upon 
record,  it  will  overthrow  all  their  attempts  to 
lay  any  other  foundation.  Will  the  metaphyfi- 
cian  think  of  laying  his  reafon  and  the  light 
of  nature  ?  It  is  written,  Jefus  Chrift  is  the 
foundation,  and  there  is  no  other.  Will  the 
moralifl:  think  of  laying  a  fyftem  of  ethics,  and 
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the  religion  of  nature  ?  Jefus  Chrift  is  the  foun- 
dation, and  there  is  no  other.  Will  the  Arian, 
Socinian,  and  other  infidels  think  of  being  j  unified 
•without  the  merits  of  the  God-man  ?  Jefus  Chrift 
is  the  foundation,  and  there  is  no  other.  In  fliort, 
every  doclrine  and  duty  ftands  eftablifhed  upon 
him.  He  is  the  foundation  of  all :  "  for  other 
"  foundation  can  no  man  lay,  than  that  is  latd^ 
"  which  is  Jefus  Chrift." 

The  fcope  and  defign  of  the  words  thus  i:i 
part  opened  and  explained,  offer  to  our  confi- 
deration  the  following  truths  : 

Firft,  Jefus  Chrift  is  the  foundation  of  all  fa- 
ying knowledge. 

Secondly,  He  is  the  foundation  of  all  accep- 
tance with  God  the  Father. 

Thirdly,  He  is  the  foundation  of  all  holy  obe- 
dience. And, 

Fourthly,  He  is  the  foundation  of  all  prefent 
and  eternal  happinefs.  And  may  the  Spirit  of- 
the  Lord  Jefus  direft  our  hearts  to  make  a  right 
ufe  of  this  fcripture  under  the  Firft  Particular, 
which  was  to  prove.  That  he  is  the  foundation 
of  all  faving  knowledge. 

By  faving  knowledge  I  underftand  all  the 
knowledge  which  refpe£ts  the  falvation  of  fin- 
ners.  And  man,  in  his  fallen  ftate,  neither  has 
any  of  this  knowledge,  nor  can  he  attain  it  by 
any  means  in  his  own  power.  His  reafoning  fa- 
culties in  their  higheft  refinement  could  never 

havt 
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have  difcovered  to  him,  how  he  might  be  par- 
doned :  for  when  fin  cut  him  off  fiom  ail  com' 
munion  with  the  Father  of  fpirits,  who  is  to  the 
foul  what  the  fun  is  to  the  body,  it  then  deprived 
him  of  all  fpiritua!  difcernment,  and  without  the 
light  of  revelation  he  is  unable  to  difcover  thofe 
objefts,  which  can  only  be  fpiritually  difcerned. 
He  is  blind  and  ignorant  in  the  things  of  God, 
and  obflinate  too  in  his  ignorance.  He  is  in  the 
dark,  and  he  loves  darknefs ;  and  being  a  flave 
to  the  prince  of  the  powers  of  darknefs,  lie  is 
taught  to  hate  the  light  ;  and  he  hates  it  with  a 
perfect  hatred.  He  flies  from  it,  left  his  works 
fliould  be  manifeft,  and  their  horrid  deformity 
fliould  fill  him  with  fliame  and  painful  convic- 
tion. While  he  is  in  this  condition,  and  every 
man  is  in  it  by  nature,  the  eyes  of  his  underftand- 
ing  have  no  more  perception  of  any  fpiritual  ob- 
jc£l,  than  his  bodily  eyes  would  have  of  material 
objefts,  if  there  was  no  light  to  enlighten  them. 
The  organ  of  fight  would  remain,  but  then  with- 
out light  it  would  be  of  no  more  ufe  than  if  it 
was  quite  deftroyed.  The  fcripture  has  given 
us  a  melancholy  account  of  this  fpiritual  dark- 
nefs and  blindnefs,  and  reprefents  it  to  be  fo  far 
above  the  power  of  nature  to  remove,  that  it  was 
pnc  principal  end  of  Chrift's  comi-ng  from  heaven 
to  preach  recovery  of  fight  to  the  bhnd.  And 
to  enable  hiiij  tQ  recover  it,  the  fpirit  of  the  Lord 
>vas  poured  out  upon  him  Avithout  meafure :  for 

it 
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it  required  the  power  of  an  almighty  fpirit  to 
cure  the  obftinate  blindnefs  of  a  finful  world, 
who  loved  darknefs  rather  than  light.  Read  the 
firft  chapter  of  the  Romans,  and  you  will  there 
find,  what  horrid  deeds  of  darknefs  were,  and 
always  will  be  the  fruits  of  nature,  when  left  to 
its  own  fancied  light.  The  apoftle  does  not 
fcruple  to  declare  of  the  refined  tafte  of  this 
polite  claiTiCal  people,  "  that  they  were  become 
"  vain  in  their  imaginations,  and  their  foolifli 
"  heart  was  darkened."  The  imagination  of 
their  fineft  poets— even  Virgil's  imagination,  St. 
Paul  being  judge,  was  vain.  And  Tully  with 
his  great  parts,  with  his  vaft  reading,  and  all  his 
attainments,  had  a  foolifh  heart,  St.  Paul  being 
judge,  and  in  the  things  of  God  Avas  exceeding 
dark.  And  this  was  true  of  the  reft  of  the  hea- 
then world,  as  well  as  of  the  Romans.  When 
St.  Paul  received  his  commiffion  from  Jefus 
Chrirt,  it  run  in  thefc  words—"  I  fend  thee  to 
"  the  Gentiles  to  open  their  eyes,  and  to  turn 
"  them  from  darknefs  to  light."  And  accord- 
ingly we  find  it  the  principal  fubje£t  of  his  preach- 
ing and  writing,  to  call  them  out  of  darknefs 
into  the  marvellous  light  of  the  gofpel.  His 
Ephcfians  he  cautions  iv.  8.)  "  not  to  walk  as 
"  other  Gentiks  in  the  vanity  of  their  mind, 
"  having  the  underftanding  darkened,  being 
"  alienated  from  the  life  of  God  through  the 
"  ignorance  that  is  in  them,  becaufe  of  the 
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"  bllndnefs  of  their  heart."  And  left  this  dark- 
ncfs  and  blindnefs  fliould  be  fuppofed  to  take 
place  only  in  the  heathen  world,  the  fcripture 
lias  exprcfsly  declared  it  is  the  cafe  of  every  fon 
of  fallen  Adam-— of  whom  not  one  in  his  natural 
ftate  can  attain  to  the  knowledge  of  faving  truth, 
"  for  the  natural  man  receiveth  not  the  tilings  of 
"  the  fpirit  of  God,  for  they  are  fooliflinefs  unto 
"  him,  neither  can  he  know  them,  bccaufe  they 
"  are  fpiritually  difcerned."  i  Cor.  ii.  14.  And 
for  want  of  this  fpiritual  difcernment,  the  apoftle 
fays,  that  the  natural  man,  that  is,  every  man 
in  a  ftate  of  nature,  not  only  does  not,  but  alfo 
canniot,  there  is  an  abfolute  impoflibility  that  he 
Hiould,  know  the  things  of  the  fpirit  of  God, 
Nay,  when  they  are  propofed  to  him,  they  ap- 
pear to  be  foolilhnefs,  and  he  receiveth  them 
not. 

But  why  need  I  multiply  texes  in  defence  of  a 
truth,  for  which  fcripture  fpeaks  fo  plain,  and 
matter  of  fa£l  fpeaks  for  itfelf.  It  is  an  undoubted 
truth,  that  there  was  no  faving  knowledge  in  , 
the  heathen  world.  We  therefore  call  it  hea- 
then, becaufe  it  wanted  this  chriftian  know- 
ledge. What  difcoveries  did  the  claffical  ages 
of  Greece  and  Rome  make  in  the  doftrines  of 
falvation  ?  Rather,  what  had  they  not  done  to 
obliterate  the  fcope  and  intent  of  the  ceremonies^ 
which  God  had  inftituted  to  keep  up  the  know- 
ledge of  thefe  doftrines  ?  the  very  traces  of  thqm 
.     Vol.  IV.  Q  were 
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were  fo  entirely  loft,  that  among  the  numerous 
altars  in  the  famous  univerfity  of  Athens,  there 
was  but  one  cre£ted  to  any  thing  like  divinity, 
and  that  was  to  an  unknown  God.  St.  Paul 
made  an  excellent  ufe  of  this  infcription,  taking 
occafion  from  it  to  preach  chriftianity  to  the 
Athenians,  and  affuring  them  that  this  God 
confefledly  unknown  was  Jefus  Chrift :  and  if  a 
faith  in  him,  that  purifies  the  heart,  and  that 
works  in  an  holy  life,  be  the  bafis  of  faving 
knowledge,  then  neither  Greeks  nor  Romans 
had  any  of  it :  for  in  none  of  their  authors  do  we 
find  the  leaft  mention  made  of  the  nature,  virtue, 
and  efficacy  of  the  purifying  faith  in  Jefus 
Chrift. 

And  this  matter  of  fa£l  is  confirmed  by  every 
day's  experience.  Are  we  not  forced  to  teach 
children  the  firft  rudiments  cf  letters,  and  as  their 
minds  open,  the  firft  rudiments  of  faving  know- 
Jedge  ?  is  not  a  chriftian  education  every  where 
acknowledged  to  be  neceflary,  as  well  to  reftrain 
and  fubdue  the  headftrong  paflions  of  corrupt 
nature,  as  to  inftil  the  wholefome  truths  of  chrif- 
tian faith  and  obedience  ?  And  are  there  not  in 
every  country,  fchools  and  univcrfities  founded 
for  thefe  laudable  purpofes  ?  And  when  we 
leave  thefe  places  of  education,  does  not  every 
good  fteward  of  the  myfteries  of  God  ftill  find 
the  neceflity  of  continual  ftudy  and  application 
to  the  written  word,  that  he  may  be  able  out  ot 
c  his 
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his  treafure  to  bring  forth  things  new  and  old  for 
his  own  and  his  people's  inftruftion  in  righteouf- 
nefs ;  and  thefe  circumftances  may  convince  us, 
that  wc  are  naturally  blind  and  ignorant  in  the 
faving  truths  of  the  gofpel.  We  know  only  as 
much  as  we  are  taught.  Without  the  light  of 
revelation,  the  inhabitants  of  England  would  be 
no  wifer  in  the  things  of  God,  than  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  defcrts  of  Africa — the  fame  fpiri- 
tual  darknefs  would  cover  both  lands,  the  fame 
grofs  darknefs  the  people.  And  whether  they 
be  polite  or  favage  it  makes  no  difference,  until 
the  fun  of  rightcoufnefs  arife  to  difpel  their  heavy 
night  of  ignorance  :  for  what  the  fun  is  to  the 
natural  world,  fuch  is  Jefus  Chrift  the  fun  of 
righteoufnefs  to  the  fpiritual  world.  The  fcrip- 
ture  hath  fet  him  forth  as  the  only  light  of  the 
fpirits  of  men,  from  whom  all  faving  knowledge 
muft  flow  :  for  he  was  made  unto  us  wifdom, 
fays  the  apoftle.  In  his  divine  nature  wifdom, 
perfe£t  and  infinite  wifdom  is  eflentially  inhe- 
rent. He  is  the  all-wife  God,  in  whom  are 
ftored  all  the  treafures  of  wifdom  and  know- 
ledge, which  he  was  pleafed,  as  our  Saviour,  to 
open  for  our  ufe  and  to  communicate.  The 
word  of  God  moll  high  is  the  fountain  of  wifdom, 
from  whom  by  the  covenant  of  grace  it  was  to 
flow  ;  and  ever  fmce  the  fall  it  has  been  flowing 
in  the  richeft  ftreams.  And  from  him  every  fm- 
ner  muft  be  enlightened  before  he  can  enter  into 
Q  2  the 
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the  light  of  life  :  for  he  faid  of  himfelf,  "  I  am 
"  the  light  of  the  world  j"  and  he  mult  fulfil  his 
word  by  enlightening  every  dark  benighted  foul, 
until  the  number  of  the  ele£t,  the  children  of 
light  (hall  be  perfefted,  aed  then  he  will  fliine 
for  ever  in  the  fulnefs  of  glory  in  the  heavenly 
Jerufalem  :  for  the  glory  of  God  fhall  lighten  it, 
and  the  Lamb  is  the  light  thereof,  and  the  na- 
tions of  them  that  are  faved  fhall  walk  in  his 
light  for  ever  and  ever.  Thus  the  light  has  been 
and  always  will  be  the  glorious  title  of  the  in- 
carnate God.  He  took  this  name  to  denote  his 
gracious  ofiBce  of  enlightening  our  blind  and  dark 
underftandings.  Under  this  charafter  the  pro- 
phet Ifaiah  fpeaks  of  him  (ix.  2.)  "  The  people 
"  that  walked  in  darknefs  have  feen  a  great 
"  light,  they  that  dwell  in  the  land  of  the  flia- 
"  dow  of  death,  upon  them  hath  the  light 
"  fliined."  Thefe  words  are  applied  to  Chrift 
by  an  infallible  interpreter.  St.  Matthew  makes 
them  relate  to  Chrift's  being  a  light  to  lighten 
the  Gentiles.  And-  again  in  the  fame  prophet 
the  Lord  faith  (xlix.  6.)  "  It  is  too  little  a  thing 
"  that  thou  fliouldft  be  my  fervant  to  raife  up 
"  only  the  tribes  of  Jacob,  and  to  reftore  the 
preferved  of  Ifrael,  I  will  alfo  give  thee  for  a 
"  light  to  the  Gentiles,  that  thou  mayeft  be 
*'  my  falvation  to  the  ends  of  the  earth."  Paul 
and  Barnabas  (Afts  xiii.  47.)  apply  thefe  words 
to  Chrift :  he  was  the  true  light,  the  day-fpring 

from 


SERMON   I.  249 

from  on  high  that  vilited  the  Gentiles,  to  give 
them  the  knowledge  of  falvation,  for  if  the  eyes 
of  them  who  fit  in  darknefs  and  the  fliadow  of 
death  be  ever,  opened,  if  they  fee  that  they  have 
loft  the  way  to  heaven,  if  they  defire  to  walk  in 
it,  and  are  enabled  to  go  on  fteadfaftly  unto  the 
end,  all  this  is  the  work  of  that  divine  light,  in 
whom  whofoever  believeth  fliall  not  walk  in 
darknefs,  but  fliall  have  the  light  of  life. 

From  thefe  fcriptures  it  is  evident,  that  every 
man  who  cometh  into  the  world  is  by  nature  dark 
and  blind  in  the  things  of  God.  Sin  blinded  his 
eyes,  and  left  him  without  the  leaft  fpiritual  dif- 
cernment.  The  intelleftual  faculty  indeed  is  not 
totally  deftroyed.  The  organ  of  fight  is  not  an- 
nihilated. It  remains,  but  not  enlightened.  It 
is  in  the  fame  ftate  our  eyes  would  be,  if  the  fun, 
moon,  and  ftars  were  to  withhold  their  fliining, 
and  not  one  ray  of  light  was  left  in  the  creation. 
If  men  could  live  in  this  grofs  darknefs,  the  organ 
of  fight  v/ould  not  be  deftroyed,  but  it  would  be 
quite  ufelefs.  All  things  would  be  invifible,  be- 
caufe  whatfoever  doth  make  manifeft  is  light. 
And  this  is  the  ftate  of  the  foul :  for  the  eye  of 
the  foul  can  no  more  fee  without  its  proper  light, 
than  the  eye  of  the  body  can  fee  without  its  pro- 
per light.  And  what  the  fun  is  to  the  body,  that 
is  Chrift  to  the  foul.  He  is  the  light  of  the 
world,  not  of  this  outward  world,  which  is  abun- 
dantly- fupplicd  from  tlie  fountain  of  created 

lights 
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light ;  but  he  is  the  light  of  the  fpiritual  world, 
which  lay  in  darknefs  and  the  fliadovv  of  death, 
until  he  arole  with  healing  under  his  wings, 
and  brought  with  him  from  heaven  the  reviving 
light  of  life. 

Upon  the  authority  of  God's  word  thefe  truths 
are  eftabliflied.  The  evidence  for  them  is  clear 
and  full.  If  our  bodily  eyes  cannot  fee  without 
light,  it  is  equally  certain,  that  our  fpiritual  eyes 
cannot  fee  without  Chrift:  becaufe  both  are 
fpoken  of  in  the  fame  language,  and  under  the 
fame  expreffions.  And  as  he  is  the  Lord  God 
omnipotent,  he  is  certainly  able  to  enlighten  the 
darkeft  foul  ;  and  as  he  is  God  incarnate,  he  is 
engaged  to  do  it.  He  wall  ufe  his  almighty 
power,  and  if  he  give  the  word,  "  Let  there  be 
"  light,"  there  will  be  light.  Upon  the  ftrength 
of  this  evidence  we  muft  believe,  that  it  is  the 
name,  and  the  office,  and  the  glory  of  Jefus 
Chrift,  to  be  the  light  of  tb.e  faithful  through  this 
dark  wildernefs  of  fm  and  forrow. 

Convinced  of  this,  there  is  an  important  en- 
quiry to  be  made,  without  which  our  conviction 
will  be  of  no  ufe,  and  that  is.  Have  we  reduced 
it  to  practice  ?  Since  Chrift  is  the  foundation  of 
all  faving  truth,  have  we  been  led  to  feek  it  from 
him,  and  him  only  r  In  our  ftudies  of  divine 
learning  do  we  always  read  the  fcripture  with 
humility  and  prayer,  defiring  in  the  royal  Pfal- 
raift's  words,  which  are  devout  and  fliort,  and 
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which  contain  an  excellent  prayer  always  to  be 
ufed  before  we  open  a  bible,  "  Lord  open  thou 
"  mine  eyes,  that  I  may  fee  wondrous  things  in 
"  thy  law."  And  in  our  ftudies  of  human  learn- 
ing have  we  taken  Chrift  for  a  light  to  guide 
us  and  to  blefs  us,  that  we  might  attain  more 
underftanding  than  the  aged.  Rather  have  we 
not  robbed  the  eternal  light  of  his  name,  and 
office,  and  glory,  by  feeking  faving  truth  from 
the  light  of  nature  ?  If  God  be  true,  and  the 
fcriptures  which  I  have  read  be  his  word — nature 
is  dark  and  blind.  To  talk  of  the  light  of  fallen 
nature,  and  all  nature  is  fallen,,  is  more  abfurd 
than  to  talk  of  the  darknefs  of  light.  There 
cannot  be  a  more  wicked  contradiftion  to  God 
and  his  word,  to  experience  and  matter  of  fa6l, 
than  for  men  profelTmg  chriftianity  to  talk  about 
the  light  of  fmfuldark  and  blind  nature:  neither 
can  there  be  a  greater  infult  offered  to  the  incar- 
nate God,  than  to  feek  that  light  which  he  was 
made  incarnate  on  purpofe  to  give,  from  meta- 
phyfics,  or  any  fcience,  that  pretends  to  mani- 
feft  fpiritual  obje£ls  without  revelation  :  neither 
can  there  be  a  greater  crime,  than  to  think  of 
feeing  and  reafoning  a  priori,  becaufe  this  is 
God's  incommunicable  attribute,  of  which  he  is 
fo  jealous,  that  for  pretending  to  it  we  were  all 
caft  out  of  paradife.  In  honour  then  to  the  God 
whom  we  worfliip,  and  out  of  love  to  our  own 
fouls,  let  us  talk  no  more  of  the  light  of  fallen 
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nature  ;  Jet  us  degrade  the  unnatural  fcience  of 
metaphyfics,  and  forget  all  abftra£ted  reafoning; 
they  can  give  us  no  light  in  the  things  of  God, 
but  what  is  borrowed,  and  it  is  fainter  than  the 
fainteft  ftars  ;  and  were  they  brighter  than  they 
are,  yet  when  the  fun  arifes,  his  fuperior  lultre 
hides  their  pale  and  glimmering  rays.  God  be 
praifed,  the  fun  of  righteoufnefs  has  arifen 
among  us  in  perfeft  beauty  and  falfe  fcience  is 
hiding  her  head.  He  fhines  with  his  noon-day 
glory  upon  this  highly-favoured  church.  Long 
may  he  fhine  unrivalled  by  any  fancied  light  of 
fallen  nature.  And  may  his  brighteft  beams  en- 
lighten this  univerfity,  that  every  member  of  it, 
guided  by  his  word  and  fpirit,  may  receive  the 
light  of  the  knowledge  of  the  glory  of  God  in 
the  perfon  of  Jefus  Chrift, 

If  it  fliould  be  enquired,  in  what  manner 
Chrifl:  enlightens  the  fpirits  of  men,  whether  it 
be  in  fome  certain  regular  way,  or  he  has  left  no 
fure  direction  in  this  cafe :  The  anfwer  is,  God 
has  eftabliflicd  the  means  of  grace  for  this  very 
purpofe,  of  which  his  word  is  the  principal : 
"  For  the  commandment  is  a  lamp,  and  the 
"  law  is  light :"  And  when  his  good  fpirit  ac- 
companies the  hearing  or  reading  of  the  word, 
then  it  is  indeed  a  lantern  unto  our  feet,  and  a 
light  unto  our  paths.  Then  the  word  difcovers 
to  us  the  wretched  darknefs  of  our  natural  ftate, 
lirips  rcafon  of  all  its  high  and  divine  titles,  and 
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thereby  humbles  us  before  God,  and  brings  us 
low  before  his  footftool,  waiting  upon  him  in  all 
the  means  of  grace,  and  particularly  in  prayer, 
that  the  light  of  the  glorious  gofpel  of  Chrift  may 
fhine  into  our  dark  and  fmful  hearts.  To  expeft 
this  light  without  the  ufe  of  the  inftituted  means 
is  enthufiafm ;  and  to  expeft  to  keep  this  light, 
after  you  once  have  it,  without  continuing  in  the 
ufe  of  thefe  means,  is  the  very  madnefs  of  enthu- 
fiafm. In  them  God  has  promifed  to  be  found 
of  thofe  that  feek  him.  Out  of  them  you  have 
no  promife  ;  and  you  may  as  reafonably  hope 
God  will  create  a  new  light  for  you  to  read  by 
in  the  night,  as  that  he  will  enlighten  \ou  with- 
out the  eftabliflied  means,  without  prayer,  and 
the  word  and  facraments.  And  therefore  when- 
ever you  are  tempted  to  entertain  fuch  hopes, 
be  affured  it  is  a  delufion  of  the  devil's,  and  be- 
ware at  the  peril  of  your  fouls,  left  the  light 
which  you  fuppofe  to  be  in  you  be  darknefs  : 
for  remember  it  is  written,  "  Woe  be  unto  them, 
"  that  put  darknefs  for  light,  and  light  for  dark- 
"  nefs."  In  order  to  keep  clear  of  this  Vv'oe,  let  us 
wait  in  the  ufe  of  the  appointed  means,  and  then 
we  may  with  truth  and  fobernefs  expeft,  that 
Chrift  will  enlighten  us  with  all  faving  truth,  and 
particularly  with  a  full  and  practical  conviftion  of 
tliat  great  truth,  which  I  propofcd  to  confider  in 
the  fecond  place,  viz.  That  Jefus  Chrift  is  the 
f  oundation  of  all  acceptance  with  God  the  Father. 

The 
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The  fame  finfulnefs  which  darkened  the  facul- 
ties of  the  foul,  and  feparated  us  from  God, 
ilirred  up  his  holinefs  and  juftice  and  truth  againft 
us.  Againft  thefe  attributes  we  had  finned,  and 
they  were  become  our  enemies,  and  until  they 
received  full  fatisfaftion,  God  the  father  would 
not  accept  us.  He  declared  under  the  law  that 
he  would  accept  nothing  in  atonement  but  what 
was  perfect,  and  perfection  is  not  in  the  finner. 
The  facrifices  were  to  be  without  blemifli.  This 
was  the  ftanding  rule — "  Whatfoever  hath  a 
"  blemifh,  that  fhall  ye  not  offer,  for  it  Ihall  not 
*'  be  acceptable  for  you — and  whofoever  ofFereth 
"  a  peace-offering  or  a  free-will  offering,  it  fhall 
"  be  perfeft,  to  be  accepted,  there  fhall  be  no 
*'  blemifli  therein."  (Lev,  xxii.  20,  21.)  This 
was  both  to  fliadow  out  the  abfolute  perfeftion 
of  our  holy,  harmlefs,  and  undefilcd  high-prieft, 
who  fhould  by  the  one  offering  of  himfelf  make 
a  perfeft  fatisfaction  for  fin,  and  alfo  to  convince 
the  finner  of  his  utter  inability  to  make  any  fatis- 
faftion  :  For  the  finfulnefs  of  his  nature,  and  the 
finfulnefs  of  his  life  would  render  every  thing  he 
could  do  imperfeft  and  finful,  until  he  fhould  be 
accepted  in  the  beloved. 

Men  are  not  much  affected  with  the  finfulnefs 
of  their  nature  until  Chrift  enlighten  them.  Sin 
which  firft  blinded  their  eyes,  by  its  deceitfulnefs 
keeps  them  blinded.  And  although  the  foun- 
tain of  iniquity,  the  corrupt  heart  within,  is  al- 
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ways  fending  out  filthy  ftreams,  yet  it  gives  them 
little  uneafinefs  until  the  divine  light  break  in,  and 
lay  open  to  view  its  impurity.  Then  the  finner 
finds  and  confeffes,  that  he  is  by  nature  a  child  of 
wrath.  He  freely  fubfcribes  to  the  fcripture 
account  of  the  corruption  of  mankind,  as  it  is 
defcribed  by  Mofes  and  the  prophets,  and  ex- 
prefsly  treated  of  in  the  I4thand  53d Pfalms,  upon 
which  St.  Paul  has  given  us  a  comment  in  the  3d 
chapter  of  the  Romans,  and  he  fums  it  up  in 
thefe  emphatical  words  :  "  for  all  have  finned 
"  and  come  fliort  of  the  glory  of  God." 

If  any  doubt  fliould  remain  concerning  the 
meaning  of  thefe  fcriptures,  our  church  has  re- 
moved it  in  her  9th  article,  where  flie  deter- 
mines, that  "  original  fin  ftandeth  not  in  the 
"  following  of  Adam  (as  the  Pelagians  do  vainly 
talk)  but  it  is  the  fault  and  corruption  of  the 
"  nature  of  every  man,  that  naturally  is  engcn- 
"  dered  of  the  offspring  of  Adam,  whereby  man 
"  is  very  far  gone  from  original  righteoufnefs, 
"  and  is  of  his  own  nature  inclined  to  evil,  fo 
"  that  the  flefli  lufteth  always  contrary  to  the 
^'  fpirit,  and  therefore  in  every  perfon  born  into 
"  the  world  it  deferveth  God's  wrath  and  dam- 
"  nation."  This  is  a  truly  fcriptural  account  of 
man's  finful  and  guilty  ftate  by  nature,  to  which 
add  the  finfulnefs  of  his  life,  and  you  feparatc 
him  ftill  farther  from  God  :  For  what  man  is  he 
that  liveth  and  finneth  not?  And  fin  is  the 
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tranfgreflion  of  the  Jaw — and  the  law  is  holy, 
juft,  and  good — it  is  fo  pure  and  fpiritual,  that 
it  cannot  overlook  the  leaft  offence.  It  muft 
have  perfect  unerring  obedience  in  thought, 
word,  and  deed,  or  it  puts  the  offender  under  the 
curfc  :  for  it  is  written,  "  Curfed  is  every  one, 
"  who  continueth  not  in  all  things  that  are 
"  written  in  the  book  ot  the  law  to  do  them." 
You  mufi:  continue  (without  intermilTion)  in  all 
things  (not  keeping  nine  commandments  and 
breaking  the  tenth,  not  keeping  them  all  out- 
wardly, and  breaking  them  in  thought)  that 
are  written  in  the  book  of  the  law  to  do  them ; 
not  only  to  purpofe  well,  and  to  make  good 
refolutions,  but  you  muft  alfo  do  and  execute 
them,  or  the  law  can  £hew  you  no  mercy.  And 
which  of  us  has  kept  the  law  in  this  perfect 
manner  ?  Who  can  fay,  that  he  never  offended 
in  thought,  word,  or  deed  ?  Certainly  every 
mouth  muft  be  ftopt,  and  all  the  world  muft  plead 
guilty  before  that  righteous  judge,  who  trieth  the 
very  hearts  and  reins. 

Now  God  has  already  paft  the  decree  againft 
a  linfal  nature,  and  againft  a  finful  life.  "  The 
"  foul  that  fmneth  it  fliall  die."  God  is  faithful 
and  juft  to  fulfil  his  decrees — he  is  almighty  to 
execute  them — and  what  can  man  do  under  a 
ftate  of  guilt  and  condemnation  toreverfe  them  ? 
Two  things  are  requifitc,  each  of  which  are  as 
much  out  of  his  power  as  to  create  a  world. 

I  h 
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I  !c  mud  firft  change  his  own  nature,  wliich  is 
like  the  Ethiopian's  changing  his  Ikin,  and  he 
niuft  be  renewed  in  the  fpirit  of  his  mind  with 
every  fweet  and  holy  temper.  And  then  this 
change  wrought  by  himfelf  muft  make  a  full 
fatisfaftion  to  the  holinefs  of  God  for  his  paft 
pollution,  to  the  juftice  of  God  for  the  violation 
of  his  laws,  and  to  the  truth  of  God,  that  he 
may  be  true,  and  yet  remit  the  threatened 
puniflimcnt.  But  alas !  man  has  neither  \^  ill 
nor  power  to  change  his  nature  :  who  can  fay  I 
have  made  my  heart  clean — I  am  pure  from  my 
fin  ?  No  man  can  truly  fay,  I  have  done  it :  for 
it  is  God's  work.  To  create  a  clean  heart,  is  as 
great  an  aft,  as  to  create  the  heart  at  firft  ;  and 
accordingly  we  find  the  prophet  praying  to  God 
for  it — "  Create  in  me  a  clean  heart,  O  God, 
"  and  renew  a  right  fpirit  within  me."  And 
until  God  create  a  clean  heart,  how  can  any 
thing  clean  proceed  from  it  ?  Who  in  an  impure 
nature  can  do  a  pure. action?  Who  under  the 
curfe  of  the  law,  and  under  the  fentence  of 
condemnation,  can  perform  a  meritorious  fcryice  ? 
Who  by  his  own  works  can  attain  fuch  perfect 
unfpotted  righteoufnefs,  that  God  the  father 
will  accept  him  in  virtue  of  it  ?  The  fcripture 
hath  determined  that  there  is  none  righteous,  no 
not  one,  and  that  by  the  deeds  of  the  law  there 
Jhall  no  flefli  be  juftifiecl ;  and  our  church  has 
determined  the  fame  in  her  articles  and  homilies, 
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affirming  that  we  are  accounted  righteous  before 
God,  only  for  the  merit  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour 
Jefus  Chrift,  and  not  for  our  own  works  or  de- 
fervings. 

A  great  part  of  the  miftakes  in  rehgion  arifes 
from  men's  not  attending  to  thefe  truths.  They 
have  not  a  deep  conviftion  of  their  loft  eftate  by 
nature,  which  occafions  their  not  feeing  in  its 
proper  light  the  necefTity  of  their  recovery  by 
grace.  1  he  malady  of  a  fmful  heart  is  not  pain- 
ful enough  to  make  them  apply  to  the  fovereign 
phyfician  :  nor  is  the  burden  of  a  finful  life  heavy 
enough  to  perfuade  them  to  feek  the  comfort  of 
this  fcripture — "  Come  unto  me,  all  ye  that  are 
«  weary  and  heavy  laden,  and  I  will  give  you 
*'  reft."  But  when  confcience  alarms  them, 
when  guilt  terrifies,  and  they  read  the  fentence 
of  condemnation  paft  upon  them  in  the  law, 
then  helplefs  and  miferable  in  themfelves,  with 
tranfports  of  joy  will  they  receive  the  glad 
tidings  of  the  gofpel,  which  difcovers  to  them 
how  they  may  be  reconciled  to  an  offended 
God.  To  fuch  perfons,  whofe  eyes  the  Lord, 
has  opened  to  fee  their  guilt  and  their  mifery, 
the  gofpel  fets  forth  Jefus  Chrift  as  the  fole 
foundation  of  their  acceptance.  We  are  faid 
to  be  accepted  in  the  beloved  ;  who  came  in 
our  nature  to  work  out  that  perfect  righteouf- 
nefs  for  us,  which  infinite  holinefs,  and  juftice, 
and  truth  required,  and  which  we  could  not  by 
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our  own  power  attain  ;  but  by  the  merits  of  his 
obedience,  fufferlngs,  death,  and  refurreftion,  he 
is  able  to  cloath  us  with  the  immaculate  robe  of 
his  righteoufnefs,  in  which  we  lhall  be  prefented 
before  God  the  father  without  fpot  of  fm  unto 
falvation. 

It  muft  be  always  remembered,  that  ourSaviour 
was  God  and  man  united  in  one  Chrift ;  by  which 
union  whatever  he  did  and  fuffered  for  us  became 
truly  divine  and  infinite.  Jefus  flied  his  blood, 
and  the  fcripture  fays  it  was  the  blood  of  God. 
Jefus  died  for  us,  and  the  fcripture  fays,  that  God 
laid  down  his  life.  In  what  fenfc  can  thcfe  ex- 
prelTions  be  undcrftood,  unlefs  the  Godhead  and 
manhood  were  united  in  one  pcrfon  ?  This  fun- 
damental do£trine  of  God's  being  in  Chrift  re- 
conciling the  world  unto  himfelf  muft  never  be 
forgotten,  when  we  are  fpeaking  of  the  merits  of 
Chrift's  aftions  and  fufferings.  Our  nature  was 
impure  and  corrupt,  the  imaginations  of  our 
hearts  were  only  evil  continually.  Chrift  came 
in  a  pure  fpotlefs  nature,  feparate  from  finners, 
that  whatever  he  did  for  them  might  appear 
without  blemifli  before  God  the  father.  He 
began  his  miniftry  with  rcfifting  the  devil,  and  all 
his  temptations,  to  atone  for  our  yielding  to 
them  ;  for  us  he  conquered,  and  from  his  con- 
queft,  grace  is  derived  to  the  faithful  to  refift  all 
his  temptations.  Then  he  obeyed  the  law ;  its 
purity,  its  fpirituality,  its  extenfivcnefs,  could 

find 
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find  in  him  no  tranfgreffion  in  thought,  word,  or 
deed.  Its  higheft  demands  were  anfwered  :  for 
according  to  its  utmoft  rigour,  "  he  continued  in 
"  all  things  that  are  written  in  the  book  of  the 
"  law  to  do  them."  And  thus  he  redemed  us. 
from  the  curfe  of  the  law,  and  as  by  one  man's 
difobedience  many  were  made  finners,  fo  by  the 
obedience  of  one  fhall  many  be  made  righteous. 
Then  he  humbled  himfelf .  to  fuffer  what  we 
ought  to  have  fuffered  for  our  difobedience. 
The  holy  innocent  Jefus  bore  our  griefs  and 
carried  our  forrows  throughout  the  fcene  of  his 
bitter  paflion.  See  him  on  the  eve  of  the  cru- 
cifixion in  the  garden,  alone,  proftrate  upon  the 
cold  ground,  in  an  extreme  fliarp  night,  and  lo  ! 
at  the  fight  of  that  load  which  he  was  going 
to  take  upon  him,  a  praeternatural  fweat  flows 
through  his  raiment,  and  falls  to  the  ground  in 
great  drops.  Oh  curfed  fm  !  with  what  an  holy 
hatred  ought  we  to  crucify  thee,  fince  the  prof- 
pe£t  only  of  the  number  and  guilt  of  our  fins, 
and. the  v^Tath  and  vengeance  of  the  father  due 
to  them,  forced  our  blelTed  Lord  to  fweat  as  it 
were  great  drops  of  blood  falling  to  the  ground. 
Being  apprehended,  he  came  as  a  free  ready 
vi£tim  to  bear  thofe  fufferings,  of  which  we 
cannot  form  a  perfeft  idea  at  prefent,  and  unlefs 
the  vengeance  of  a  juftly  offended  God  thould 
hereafter  pour  the  vials  of  his  wrath  upon  our 
guilty  heads,  we  fliall  never  know  them.  God 
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grant  that  Chrift  may  have  endured  them  for 
every  one  of  us.  The  outward  part  of  his 
paOion  was  but  a  famt  pifture  of  what  he 
endured,  when  the  chaftifement  of  our  peace 
was  laid  upon  him,  and  yet  of  the  outward  part 
he  might  truly  fay,  "  Is  it  nothing  to  you,  all 
"  ye  that  pafs  by.  Behold  and  fee  if  ever  there 
"  was  any  forrow  like  unto  my  forrow,"  &c. 
The  fhame  that  ought  to  cover  all  our  faces  he 
endured  ;  for  us  the  guilty,  and  (hamelefs  in 
guilt,  if  by  continuing  in  fin  we  put  him  again 
to  an  open  fhame,  he  was  defpifed  and  rejefted 
of  men ;  he  was  mocked,  and  derided,  and  fpit 
upon,  buffeted  and  fcourged,  crowned  with 
thorns  and  blindfolded,  falfly  accufed,  and  falfly 
condemned.  Then  behold  him  bearing  his  crofs. 
When  we  fee  him  fainting  and  finking  under 
the  load,  and  his  face  and  raiment  covered  with 
blood,  docs  it  not  bring  to  mind  what  he 
fays  of  himfelf  in  the  book  of  Pfalms  ?  "  The 
"  ploughers  ploughed  upon  my  back  and  made 
"  long  furrows"-7-they  ploughed  up  his  back 
with  the  long  and  deep  wounds  of  their  ftripes 
and  fcourges ;  but  by  thefe  ftripes  we  were 
healed.  Nay  he  fays  more  in  another  Pfahn, 
that  he  was  fo  wounded  from  head  to  foot, 
there  was  no  -whole  part  in  his  body:  and  you 
cannot  doubt  of  it,  if  you  raife  your  eyes  to  the 
crofs,  and  fee  the  fuffering  bleeding  lamb  of 
God  in  the  lafl  fcene  of  his  pafTion.  And  yet 
Vol.  IV.  R  this 
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this  was  the  leaft  part  of  his  fufferings.  "  Give 
"  me  any  grief"  fays  the  wife  man,  "  but  the 
"  grief  of  the  mind,  for  a  wounded  fpirit  who 
"  can  bear  ?"  Who  indeed  can  bear  a  fpirit 
wounded  of  God  ?  when  Jefus  was  in  the  gar- 
den, his  foul  was  exceeding  forrowful,  was  in 
an  agony,  even  unto  death ;  but  thefe  were 
only  the  beginning  of  forrows.  When  he  took 
upon  him  the  iniquities  of  us  all,  and  almighty 
juftice  finding  them  upon  him  demanded  full 
fatisfaftion,  and  received  it  to  the  uttermoft 
farthing,  then  he  had  a  wounded  fpirit,  fuch  as 
all  the  men  upon  earth,  no  not  all  the  holy  an- 
gels hi  heaven  could  have  fuftained  for  a  mo- 
ment. He  bore  it  for  fix  hours  hanging  upon 
the  curfed  tree,  until  all  was  finiflied ;  then  he 
bowed  his  head  and  gave  up  the  ghoft.  And 
thus  he  was  made  fin  for  us,  and  fuffered  for 
our  fins,  who  knew  no  fin  himfelf,  that  we 
might  be  made  the  righteoufnefs  of  God  in 
him:  and  he  became  obedient  to  death,  even 
the  death  of  the  crofs,  and  tafted  death  for 
every  man.  He  died  to  fave  our  fouls  and  bo- 
dies from  the  power  of  death.  And  he  rofe 
again,  that  we  might  receive  juftification  to  life, 
that  our  fouls  might  arife  here  from  the  grave 
of  fin,  and  that  our  bodies  might  in  God's  good 
time  arife  from  the  grave  of  death,  and  both  of 
them  united  in  a  glorified  ftate  might  receive 
eternal  life  as  the  free  gift  of  God  through  Je- 
1  fus 
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fiis  Chrift  our  Lord.  And  being  thus  made 
perfeft  through  obeying  and  fuffering,  through 
death  and  refurreftion  he  became  the  author  of 
eternal  falvation.  He  wrought  out  fuch  per- 
fect righteoufnefs  to  be  imputed  unto  fmners, 
that  he  is  now  able  to  fave  them  to  the  utter- 
moft.  He  has  the  infinite  merit  of  his  obedi- 
ence to  atone  for  their  difobedience.  He  has 
the  infinite  merit  of  his  fuflferings  to  free  them 
from  fuffering.  He  died,  to  fave  them  from  the 
firft  and  the  fecond  death.  He  rofe  again,  that 
they  might  rife  to  a  newnefs  of  life  here  in 
grace,  and  to  life  everlafting  in  glory.  And  he 
is  now  the  one  mediator  between  God  and 
man,  able  and  willing  to  plead  the  fulnefs  of 
his  merits  for  the  acceptance  of  every  finner, 
who  comes  unto  God  the  father  through  him. 
From 

Hence  it  follows.  That  Jefus  Chrift  is  the 
foundation  of  our  acceptance.  If  God  the  father 
ever  receive  us  as  juft  and  righteous,  it  muft 
be  in  the  perfe£l  righteoufnefs  of  his  fon.  We 
muft  be  accepted  in  the  beloved  ;  in  whom  the 
father  was  well  pleafed,  and  through  whom  he 
will  be  well  pleafed,  with  us.  The  paflages 
before  cited  clearly  prove,  that  this  is  the  doc- 
trine of  all  fcripture.  The  Pfalmift  has  given  us 
the  fentiments  of  the  Old  Teftament  worthies — 
"  I  will  go  in  the  ftrength  of  the  Lord  God — I 

will  make  mention  of  thy  righteoufnefS;,  even 
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"  of  thine  only."  And  God  forbid,  that  we, 
under  the  New  Teftament,  fliould  make  men- 
lion  of  any  other.  Shall  we  go  about  to  efta- 
blilh  bur  own  righteoufnefs  in  oppofition  to  the 
righteoufnefs  of  God  ?  Or  fliall  we,  under  the 
guilt  of  original  and  a£lual  fin,  think  of  working 
out  any  righteoufnefs  for  which  we  fhall  be  ac- 
cepted in  part  or  altogether  ?  If  we  could, 
then  Chrift  obeyed  and  fuffered  in  vain.  If  we 
could  attain  faving  knowledge  by  the  light  of 
nature,  and  could  aft  agreeably  to  it  by  the  law 
of  nature,  then  of  what  ufe  would  be  the  light 
and  law  of  the  gofpel  ?  But  nature  has  no  light,  it 
is  dark  and  blind  in  the  things  of  God,  and 
what  can  its  law  be,  that  is  difcovered  by  a 
dark  and  blind  nature,  but  darknefs  and  blind- 
nefs?  Nay,  it  is  fomething  worfe.  If  fallen 
nature  has  any  law,  it  is  the  law  of  the ,  mem- 
bers, which  warreth  agalnft  the  law  of  God, 
and  bringeth  a  man  into  captivity  to  the  law  of 
I'm.  This  is  the  only  law  of  nature  to  be  met 
with  in  the  word  of  God :  for  nature  is  fallen 
and  corrupt ;  it  is  depraved  in  the  vv^ill  and  af- 
feftions,  as  well  as  ignorant  in  the  underftand- 
ing.  It  is  always  inclined  and  prone  to  evil ; 
"  for  the  flefli"  (which  ftands  in  fcripture  for 
the  fallen  depraved  affe£lions  of  the  natural  man) 
"  lufteth  always  againft  the  fpirit,  and  the  fpirit 
"  againft  the  flefli,  and  thefe  two  are  contrary 
the  one  to  the  other" — tlie  will  of  the  natural 

man 
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man  is  always  contrary  to  the  will  of  God; 
from  hence  it  follows,  that  what  is  called  the 
religion  of  nature,  is  contrary  to  the  religion  of 
God  :  becaufe  nature  ufed  with  religion  confines 
it  to  man's  nature,  no  other  nature  being  con- 
cerned in  the  queftion  ;  and  man's  nature  is  fal- 
len and  corrupt,  finful  in  the  fountain,  and  fin- 
ful  in  the  ftreams,  and  what  then  can  the  reli- 
gion he,  which  this  nature  is  able  to  difcover 
and  to  praftice  ?  Certainly  it  muft  be  a  blind 
and  corrupt  religion.  Jefus  Chrift  makes  no 
*  part  of  it.  He  is  not  the  foundation  upon  which 
it  (lands.  The  fined  fyftem  of  the  religion  of 
nature  that  ever  was  delineated  builds  nothing 
upon  him,  and  fmce  there  is  no  other  founda- 
tion but  him,  confequently  it  Hands  upon  no- 
thing. And  if  the  heart  was  not  corrupt  as  well 
as  blind,  it  would  be  unaccountable  what  fhould 
tempt  men  with  the  pure  word  of  God  in  their 
hands,  which  is  able  to  make  them  wife  unto  fal- 
vation,  to  negleft  it,  and  to  write  and  read  and 
ftudy  thofe  antichriflian  fyftems,  which  can  teach 
no  wifdom,  but  what  is  earthly,  fenfual,  devilifli. 

Men  and  brethren,  be  not  offended  ;  it  be- 
hoves mc  to  Life  great  plainnefs  of  fpecch.  If  I 
was  to  fpeak  fmooth  things,  and  to  give  flatter- 
ing titles  to  the  religion  of  nature,  I  fliould  not 
be  the  fervant  of  Chrift :  for  this  religion  was 
fet  up,  and  has  been  ufed  to  hurt  his  intereft, 
and  when  we  fee  it  has  fucceeded,  furely  it  is 

high 
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high  time  for  thofe  fervants,  who  love  their  ma- 
iler's praife  more  than  the  praife  of  men,  tofet^ 
themfelves  ftrenuoufly  againft  it.  Happy  will  it 
be  for  this  place,  if  the  noble  company  of  his 
fervants  (hould  increafe,  until  the  religion  of  na- 
ture has  not  one  admirer  left.  Jefus  Chrift  will 
be  exalted  among  you  in  proportion  as  the  reli- 
gion of  nature  falls  in  efteem  :  and  he  has  pro- 
mifed,  "  them  that  honour  me,  I  will  honour." 
Honour  Jefus  Chrift,  and  exalt  him  above  all, 
and  then  his  higheft  honours  (hall  defcend  upon 
this  univerfity,  and  he  will  make  her  very  ene- 
mies to  be  at  peace  with  her.  Oh  for  that  happy 
day,  when  the  honour  that  is  of  God  fliall  be 
fought  after  as  the  crown  and  reward  of  all  your 
ftudies.  And  why  need  we  doubt  it  ?  We  have 
an  earneft  before  our  eyes.  Do  we  not  fee  the 
religion  of  nature  lofing  its  intereft  every  day  ? 
Do  not  men  begin  to  be  afraid  of  trufting  the 
vaft  concerns  of  eternity  upon  it And  have 
they  not  good  reafon  }  For  has  it  not  appeared, 
from  what  has  been  faid,  that  its  firft  princi- 
ples are  antichriftian  ?  They  fuppofe  man's 
natural  faculties  to  be  able  to  inveftigate  the 
things  of  God — Scripture  abfolutely  denies  it. 
They  fuppofe  he  has  will  and  power  to  aft  agree- 
ably to  the  will  of  God — Scripture  abfolutely 
denies  that  he  has  either  will  or  power.  They 
fuppofe  that  by  praftifing  the  duties  of  natural 
religion  you  may  altogether  or  in  part  render 

yourfelves 


SERMON   r.  26^ 

yourfelves  acceptable  to  God — Scripture  abfo- 
lutely  denies  this,  declaring  that  there  is  no 
other  foundation  of  acceptance,  but  Jefus  Chrift. 
And  befides,  the  religion  of  nature  manifeftly 
tends  to  rob  the  God  of  our  falvation  of  his 
glory,  and  to  leffen  the  merits  of  his  righteouf- 
nefs,  as  much  as  fcripture  tends  to  exalt  both. 
And  both  are  exalted,  wherever  the  fcripture 
is  received  pure  and  unmixed  with  human  fyf- 
tems  ;  and  we  have  melancholy  experience  of 
the  contempt  offered  to  both,  wherever  the  reli- 
gion of  nature  is  embraced.  The  doftrine  of  the 
ever-blelfed  trinity,  on  which  all  fcripture  ftands, 
makes  no  part  of  this  religion.  So  that  the  re- 
ligion of  the  bible  and  the  religion  of  nature 
have  different  objefts  of  worfliip.  The  chriftian 
worfliips  one  God  in  trinity,  and  trinity  in  unity  ; 
but  this  is  rank  idolatry  with  the  natural  man, 
who  adores  one  fupreme  being,  a  metaphyfical 
divinity,  exifting  in  one  perfon,  with  certain 
imaginary  attributes,  fuch  as  infinitely  extended, 
filling  all  fpace,  Sec. — Hence  he  explodes  the  di- 
vinity of  Jefus  Chrilt — Hence  he  defpifes  the  au- 
thority of  his  laws. — Hence  that  diffolutenefs  of 
morals  throughout  the  kingdom,  which  all  men 
fee,  and  even  the  profefTors  of  natural  religion 
confefs.  Would  to  God  they  were  convinced, 
what  a  great  fliare  they  have  in  it,  and  how 
much  of  it  they  have  to  anfwer  for.  It  would 
be  for  their  prefent  and  eternal  peace,  if  inflead 

of 
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of  maintaining  and  teaching  this  unfcriptural  re- 
ligion, which  is  the  fink  of  herefy  and  corrup- 
tion, they  would  join  their  hearts  and  hands  in 
exalting  the  religion  of  Jefus  Chrift,  and  his  in- 
fallible word,  wherein  that  religion  is  contained, 
and  in  labouring  to  bring  the  lives  as  well  as 
the  opinions  of  men  into  obedience  to  it.  How 
highly  it  is  incumbent  upon  you,  my  brethren, 
to  promote  this  much-delired  reformation,  I  need 
not  farther  urge  at  prefent,  than  by  reminding 
you  of  a  very  awful  truth,  to  which  we  have  ail 
fet  our  hands,  and  may  God  fet  our  hearts  to 
a£t  agreeably  to  it.  What  I  mean  is  the  iSth 
article  of  our  church,  wherein  we  have  declaredj 
"  They  alfo  are  to  be  had  accurfed,  that  pre- 
"  fume  to  fay,  that  every  man  fliall  be  faved 
"  by  the  law  or  fe£l  which  he  profeflTcth,  fo  that 
"  he  be  diligent  to  frame  his  life  according  to 
that  law,  and  the  light  of  nature.  For  holy 
"  fcripture  doth  fet  out  unto  us  only  the  name 
"  of  Jefus  Chrift,  whereby  men  m.uft  be  faved." 
In  this  article  we  have  given  in  our  public 
teftimony  before  God  and  his  church  againft 
the  light  and  the  law  of  nature,  and  with  our 
own  mouths  have  put  both  of  them  under  the 
curfe.  And  fliall  we  with  the  fame  mouths  af- 
terwards preach  up  the  light  and  law  of  nature, 
and  pronounce  them  bleffed  ?  God  forbid.  I 
hope  his  good  fpirit  will  keep  us  free  from  this 
monftrous  guilt,  and  enable  us  in  all  our  preach- 
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ing  to  fet  forth  only  the  name  of  Jefus  Chrifl 
whereby  men  muft  be  faved. 

But  it  may  be  here  enquired,  if  man  in  a  ftate 
of  nature  be  at  enmity  with  God,  and  can  be 
accepted  only  through  Jefus  Chrift,  by  what 
means  fliall  he  feek  this  reconciliation  ?  The 
fcripture  has  given  us  this  plain  and  eafy  method. 
God  the  father  accepts  us  through  the  all-per- 
fe£l  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift  ;  this  righteoufnefs  is 
imputed  unto  us  by  faith ;  and  the  true  living 
faith  is  a  divine  grace  wrought  in  the  foul  by  the 
giver  of  every  good  and  perfeft  gift.  It  is  not 
the  rcfult  of  comparing  evidence,  and  of  giving 
the  alTent  to  the  ftrongeft  arguments  :  for  a  man 
may  do  this  without  the  leaft  grain  of  faving 
faith  ;  but  it  is,  according  to  St.  Paul,  the  gift 
of  God — And  in  another  place  he  calls  it  one  df 
the  fruits  of  the  fpirit— And  St.  Peter  fays,  it  is 
God  that  purifieth  the  heart  by  faith.  He  ena- 
bles the  finner,  who  finds  his  want  of  Chrift's 
righteoufnefs,  to  feek  it,  and  to  lay  hold  of  it :  for 
whoever  hungers  and  thirfts  after  Chrift's  righte- 
oufnefs, has  a  promife,  that  he  fliall  be  filled,  even 
.filled  with  peace  and  joy  in  believing  that  this 
righteoufnefs  is  imputed  unto  him,  and  with  the 
love  of  God,  which  is  flied  abroad  in  his  heart 
by  the  holy  fpirit.  And  if  there  be  any  truth  in 
God  or  man,  this  promife  is  now  fulfilled,  and  eve- 
ry one  that  enters  in  to  our  Lord's  kingdom  finds 
righteoufnefs  and  peace  and  joy  in  the  holy  Ghoft. 

Some 
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Some  perfons  think  they  can  eafily  evade  the 
force  of  this  reafoning,  by  fuggefting  it  to  be 
pofliblc,  that  all  this  may  be  a  delufion.  If  a 
man  is  not  acquainted  with  the  fcripture  marks 
of  true  faith,  and  is  not  careful  to  compare  them 
with  his  own  experience,  poffibly  he  may  be  de- 
luded, and  fancy,  that  God  has  accepted  him, 
when  he  has  not.  But  if  he  fets  out  deeply 
convinced  of  his  want  of  faith,  waits  for  it  in  the 
inftituted  way,  in  that  way  receives  it,  and  the 
effefts  of  true  faith  follow  upon  receiving  it, 
then  if  fuch  a  perfon  may  be  deluded,  there  is 
no  certainty  in  the  world.  The  fcriptures  were 
written  to  dire£t  us  in  thefe  points,  and  they  are 
fo  plain,  that  the  way-faring  man,  though  fool- 
ifli,  cannot  err  therein.  They  have  given  us  one 
infallible  rule  to  guide  our  enquiries,  which  is  to 
examine  the  nature  of  faith  by  its  purifying  vir- 
tue. Wherever  the  true  faith  is,  it  purifies  the 
heart,  cleanfing  it  from  the  pollution  and  from 
the  guilt  of  fin,  and  deftroying  alfo  the  domi- 
nion of  fin,  fo  that  the  believer  daily  grows  in 
grace,  and  goes  on  in  his  chriftian  courfc,  perfe£t- 
ing  holinefs  in  the  fear  of  God. 

If  faith  does  not  work  thus  in  an  holy  life, 
it  is  indeed  a  <lelufion.  What  doth  it  profit, 
my  brethren,  if  a  man  fay  he  hath  faith,  and 
have  not  works  ?  If  he  have  not  a  working 
faith,  an  aftive  operative  grace,  purifying  the 
heart  from  fin,  and  producing  in  the  clean  heart 

all 
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all  the  fruits  of  the  fpirit,  he  wants  the  fcripture 
marks  of  true  faith  ;  and  Jet  him  talk  ever  fo 
much,  and  be  ever  fo  ftrongly  perfuaded  of  his  ac- 
ceptance with  God,  he  is  in  a  dangerous  delufion. 
It  is  but  a  dead  thing,  which  he  fuppofes  to  be 
the  living  faith :  for  it  is  written,  "  As  the  body 
"  without  breath  is  dead,  fo  faith  without  works 
"  isdeadalfo."  Works  are  the  breath  of  faith. 
If  it  be  alive  it  will  breathe,  as  certainly  as  the 
living  body  breaths.  If  it  have  no  breath,  no 
works  to  evidence  its  life,  the  fcripture  looks 
upon  it  to  be  a  dead  carcafs  ;  but  if  it  breaths, 
and  a£ls,  and  abounds  in  every  good  word  and 
work  to  the  glory  of  God,  and  to  the  fervice  of 
men,  then  we  may  Vv'ith  as  much  certainty  pro- 
nounce it  to  be  the  true  faith,  as  we  can  pro- 
nounce the  body  to  be  alive,  when  it  is  able  to 
perform  all  the  offices  of  its  animal  life :  for  as 
the  body  while  it  breaths  is  alive,  fo  faith  while 
it  works  is  alive  alfo.  In  this  cafe  there  can  be 
no  delufion  :  becaufe  we  follow  the  fure  rule 
laid  down  for  our  dire£tion.  By  their  fruits  ye 
fliall  know  them.  How  can  we  miftake  the 
fruits  of  the  fpirit  for  the  fruits  of  the  flefh  ^  Is 
not  every  tree  known  by  its  own  fruit  ?  Do 
men  ever  think  of  gathering  figs  of  thorns,  or 
grapes  of  a  bramble-bufli  ?  The  fruits  of  grace, 
and  of  fallen  nature,  are  as  oppofite  as  the  two 
fpirits  which  produce  them.  The  one  abounds 
in  the  works  of  the  fleflij  the  other  crucifies  the 

flefli 
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flefli  with  its  a.ffeftions  and  lufts.  The  one  fills 
the  mind  with  fpiritual  pride,  envy,  and  malice, 
the  other  begins  with  humility,  and  works  by 
love.  The  one  lives  in  open  tranfgreflion  of  the 
laws  of  God,  the  other  conforms  his  words  and 
works,  and  even  the  thoughts  of  his  heart,  to 
the  ftandard  of  fcripture.  Can  you  fee  thefe 
different  fruits,  and  be  at  a  lofs  to  determine, 
who  is  the  author  of  each  ?  Surely  we  want  no 
evidence  to  difprove  the  pretences  of  an  adul- 
terer, a  fornicator,  an  unclean  perfon,  and  the 
reft  mentioned  by  the  apoftle.  Their  lives  fpeak 
their  want  of  faith.  By  their  fruits  we  fee  that 
they  have  not  the  root  of  matter  within  them, 
becaufe  they  hold  the  truth  in  unrighteoufnefs. 
They  muft  either  have  deluded  themfeives,  or 
elfe  they  are  downright  hypocrites  :  for  it  is  of 
the  very  eflence  of  true  faith  to  deftroy  fm,  and 
to  work  in  an  holy  obedience.  When  we  are 
accepted  in  the  beloved,  and  faith  in  his  blood 
has  purified  our  hearts,  then  we  are,  through  his 
grace,  both  prepared  and  alfo  able  to  fliew  this 
work  of  faith  in  our  lives  and  converfations  ;  and 
this  point  comes  to  be  confidcred  under  the 
third  head,  which  was  to  prove.  That  Jefus 
Chrift  is  the  foundation  of  all  holy  odedicnce. 
But  this  I  muft  leave  for  the  fubjeft  of  another 
difcourfe,  and  would  only  obferve  at  prefent 
from  what  has  been  faid,  that  fince  Chrift  is  the 
foundation  of  all  faving  knowledge,  it  is  our 

duty 
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duty  to  feek  it  from  him  in  all  the  means  of 
grace,  and  efpecially  in  the  word  :  for  the  com- 
mandment is  pure,  enlightening  the  eyes.  Who- 
ever hears  and  reads  it  with  humility  and  prayer, 
will  find  the  eyes  of  his  underftanding  enligh- 
.tened.  He  will  fee  clearly  the  things  of  God, 
and  will  fee  more  clearly,  than  others  can,  the 
ufeful  arts  and  fciences.  If  he  ftudy  them  un- 
der the  direftion  of  divine  grace,  and  with  a 
view  to  the  divine  glory,  the  eternal  light  will 
{h'me  into  his  heart,  and  give  him  more  under- 
ftanding  than  his  teachers.  And  fince  Jefus 
Chrift  is  the  foundation  of  our  acceptance  with 
God  the  father,  let  us  feek  to  be  accepted 
through  faith,  and  never  think  of  fetting  up 
any  righteoufnefs  of  our  own  in  oppofition  to 
his.  He  is  the  Lord  our  righteoufnefs,  through 
whofe  merits  imputed  unto  us  by  faith,  God 
will  receive  us  as  juft  and  righteous.  And  may 
the  holy  Spirit  give  you  the  pra£tical  convic- 
tion of  thefe  two  important  truths,  that  you 
may  find  the  knowledge  of  the  glory  of  God 
in  the  perfon  of  Jefus  Chrift,  and  may  through 
his  all-perfeft  righteoufnefs  be  prefcnted  before 
God  the  father  without  fpot  of  fm  unto  falva- 
tion ;  to  whom  with  the  Son  and  the  holy  Spirit 
three  perfons  in  the  unity  of  the  Godhead,  be 
equal  glory,  worfhip,  and  praife,  in  the  church 
militant  and  triumphant,  now  and  for  ever. 
Amen. 
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SERMON  II. 

I  Cor.  iil.  n. 

Other  foundation  can  no  man  lay,  than  that  is  laid, 
'which  is  Jefus  Chrijl. 

From  the  fcope  and  defign  of  thefe  words, 
•which  -were  opened  in  a  former  difcourfe,  it  was 
propofed  to  confider  the  following  particulars  : 

Firft,  That  Jefus  Chrift  is  the  foundation  of 
all  faving  knowledge. 

Secondly,  He  is  the  foundation  of  all  accep- 
tance with  God  the  father. 

Thirdly,  He  is  the  foundation  of  all  holy  obe- 
dience. And, 

Laftly,  He  is  the  foundation  of  our  prefent 
and  eternal  happincfs. 

Under  the  firft  head  it  was  proved,  that  man's 
natural  ignorance  and  blindnefs  in  the  things  of 
God  iTiade  it  neceflary  he  fliould  be  enlightened. 
Jefus  Chrift  came  into  the  world  to  open  the 
blind  eyes,  and  to  be  a  light  to  them  that  fat 
in  darknefs.  He  fays  of  himfelf,  "  I  am  the 
*'  light  of  the  world,  and  wholoever  believeth 
"  in  me  fhall  not  walk  in  darknefs,  but  fhall 
"  have  the  light  of  life."  He  is  as  truly  the 
light  of  the  fpiritual,  as  the  fun  is  the  light  of  the 
material  world,  and  whoever  feeks  to  be  en- 
lightened 
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lightened  with  any  faving  truth,  muft  receive  it 
from  the  gracious  influence  of  his  divine  rays. 
And  under  the 

Second  head  man's  natural  corruption,  and 
aflual  finfulnefs,  were  confidered.  The  holi- 
nefs,  juftice,  and  truth  of  God  could  not  accept 
the  fmner,  while  he  lay  in  this  ftate  of  pollution 
and  guilt,  and  he  could  do  nothing  to  deliver 
himfelf  from  it,  but  muft  have  Jived  here  and 
for  ever  feparated  from  God,  unlefs  Jefus  Chrift 
had  obeyed  and  fuifered,  died  and  rifen  again, 
to  work  out  that  perfect  righteoufnefs,  through 
the  merits  of  which  imputed  unto  the  finner  by 
faith,  God  the  father  will  now  accept  him,  and 
receive  him  as  juft  and  righteous  into  his  love 
and  into  his  heaven.  From  whence  it  follows 
by  dire£t  confequence,  that  until  he  be  thus 
accepted  he  can  do  no  good  works,  which  comes 
to  be  confidered  under  the 

Third  head,  viz.  that  Jefus  Chrift  is  the  foun- 
dation of  all  holy  obedience.  Man  in  his  natu- 
ral ftate  cannot  perform  any  holy  obedience. 
He  wants  both  will  and  power,  until  his  perfon 
be  accepted  through  Jefus  Chrift,  and  united  to 
him  by  true  and  lively  faith.  The  do61rine  of 
our  church  upon  this  point  is  very  clear  and  full. 
In  the  13th  article,  entitled,  "  Of  works  before 
"  juftification,"  fhe  teaches  that—"  Works  done 
"  before  the  grace  of  Chrift,  and  the  infpiration 

"  of 
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"  of  his  fpirit,  are  not  pleafant  to  God  ;  for- 
"  afmuch  as  they  fpring  not  of  faith  in  Jefus 
"  Chrift,  neither  do  they  make  men  meet  to 
"  receive  grace,  or  (as  the  fchool  authors  fay) 
"  deferve  grace  of  congruity  :  yea  rather  for  that 
"  they  are  not  done  as  God  hath  willed  and 
"  commanded  them  to  be  done,  we  doubt  not 
"  but  they  have  the  nature  of  fin."  Our  works 
are  not  acceptable,  until  we  have  the  grace  of 
Chrift  and  the  infpiration  of  his  fpirit  to  render 
our  perfons  accepted.  "Nay  the  very  beft  works 
we  can  do,  if  they  be  not  done,  as  God  hath 
willed  and  commanded  them  to  be  done,  have 
certainly  in  them  the  nature  of  fin.  "  We 
"  doubt  not  but  they  have  the  nature  of  fin," 
is  a  very  ftrong  expreflion :  but  our  pious  re- 
formers could  not  foften  it.  They  had  left  the 
bifliop  of  Rome  upon  account  of  the  do61:rine  of 
merit,  which  the  Papifts  hold,  and  it  is  the  moft 
dangerous  of  all  their  tenets :  for  hereby  they  go 
about  to  eftablifli  their  own  righteoufnefs,  not 
fubmitting  themfelvcs  to  the  righteoufnefs  of 
God.  All  the  reformers  joined  in  aflerting  jufti- 
fication  by  faith  only,  knowing  that  Chrift  was 
the  end  of  the  law  for  righteoufnefs  to  every 
one  that  believeth.  It  is  impoffible  to  be 
more  clear  and  exprefs  againft  the  merit  of 
works,  than  the  compilers  of  our  articles  and 
homilies  are ;  they  feem  to  have  been  guided  in 

their 
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their  opinion  by  two  principal  reafons,  both  taken 
from  fcripture,  the  firft  refpefting  God,  the  fe- 
cond  ourfclves. 

It  is  impoffible  to  do  any  good  works  well- 
pleafing  to  God,  until  we  are  accepted  in  Chrift, 
becaufe  our  whole  nature  is  finful— in  it  dwell- 
eth  no  good  thing,  and  without  the  grace  of 
Chrift  and  the  infpiration  of  his  fpirit  no  good 
thing  can  ever  dwell.  The  fcripture  declares  us 
to  be  by  nature  children  of  wrath.  We  became 
objefls  of  God's  wrath,  when  by  the  original 
offence  mankind  tranfgreffed  his  holy,  juft,  and 
good  law.  Then  his  holinefs,  juftice,  and  good- 
nefs  became  concerned  to  infli£l;  the  tiireatened 
punifliment,  which  they  did  inflift,  and  to  which 
every  fon  of  fallen  Adam  is  fubjeft,  until  he  be 
accepted  through  Jefus  Chrift.  In  this  fallen 
ftate  he  is  like  an  attainted  rebel,  who  cannot 
do  any  a£lion  that  is  deemed  good  and  valid 
in  law,  until  his  attainder  be  reverfed,  and  he 
be  reftored  in  blood.  This  is  our  very  cafe  in 
fpirituals.  What  can  we  do,  that  will  be  deem- 
ed good  and  valid  in  the  court  of  heaven,  while 
we  are  under  a  ftate  of  forfeiture,  our  pcrfons 
are  guilty,  and  our  whole  nature  (as  our  church 
cxpreffes  it)  deferves  God's  wrath  and  damna- 
tion ? 

And  wc  are  ftill  more  incapable  of  doing  any 
acceptable  works,  if  we  confidcr  the  ftate  we 
are  in  by  aftual  tranfgreftion.    We  are  under 
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fentence  of  condefnnation  for  the  drd  offence : 
for  the  law  is  of  fo  pure  and  fpiritual  a  nature 
as  to  reach  to  the  inmoft  thoughts  of  the  heart. 
It  requires  truth  in  the  inward  parts,  and  ex- 
pects perfe£l  obedience  there,  as  well  as  in  the 
words,  and  aftions.  The  ftile  of  it  is,  "  Do 
"  this,  and  thou  (halt  live."  It  promifes  life, 
but  to  them  only,  who  never  err  from  its  com- 
mandments. One  fmgle  failing  cuts  us  off  from 
the  promifed  life,  and  puts  us  under  the  curfe  : 
for  it  is  written,  "  Curfed  is  every  man  who 
continueth  not  in  all  things,  that  are  written 
"  in  the  book  of  the  law  to  do  them."  Now 
the  fame  law,  which  has  brought  him  in  guilty 
before  God  cannot  acquit  him  afterwards ;  be- 
caufe  he  is  already  a  convift,  is  fentenced,  and 
under  the  curfe,  and  he  can  think  of  no  method 
of  efcaping  the  deferved  puniftiment,  but  to  pay 
an  unerring  obedience  for  the  future.  Suppof- 
ing  he  could  do  this,  yet  it  would  be  making 
no  fatisfaftion ;  becaufe  after  one  tranfgreflion 
by  the  deeds  of  the  law  can  no  flefti  be  juftified. 
It  is  an  adjudged  cafe,  that  partial  obedience 
can  make  no  atonement  to  the  law,  which  re- 
quired perfe£l  obedience  :  the  equity  of  this 
proceeding  we  acknowledge  in  our  own  laws. 
If  a  criminal,  found  guilty  of  murder,  was  to 
alledge  in  his  defence,  that  he  had  broken  no 
other  law  of  the  land,  that  he  was  not  a  thief 
nor  an  adulterer,  8cc.  would  this  plea  be  allow- 
ed 
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ed  in  court  ?  Would  he  be  acquitted  of  the 
murder,  becaufe  it  was  not  attended  with  rob- 
bery ?  No,  The  judge  would  obferve  to  him> 
that  he  came  there  to  be  tried  for  a  murder,  and 
that  he  was  found  guilty  by  the  law,  and  as  fuch 
muft  be  condemned  :  for  he  that  faid.  Thou 
fhalt  not  fteal,  faid  alfo.  Thou  (halt  do  no  mur- 
der. Now  if  thou  commit  no  robbery,  yet  if 
thou  kill,  thou  art  a  tranfgrelTor  of  the  law : 
for  whofoever  fliall  keep  the  whole  law,  and 
yet  offend  in  one  point,  he  is  guilty  of  all,  and 
is  under  guilt  and  condemnation,  as  if  he  had 
offended  againft  the  whole  law.  The  law  of 
God  is  pure  and  fpiritual,  and  allows  of  no  devi- 
ation from  it.  If  it  gives  life,  it  muft  have  perfedl 
unerring  obedience ;  where  this  is  wanting  in 
one  inftance,  it  cannot  take  partial  obedience  as 
any  atonement  for  difobedience  :  from  whence  it 
follov^'S,  that  men  under  the  guilt  of  original  and 
a£tual  fm  cannot,  with  refpeft  to  God,  perform 
any  holy  obedience.  And 

With  refpeft  to  ourfelves,  there  is  another 
reafon,  which  being  taken  from  a  matter  of  fa£l, 
Ihould  carry  with*  it  full  conviftion.  Our  fallen 
nature  is  fo  entirely  depraved,  that  it  has  nei- 
ther will  nor  power  to  perform  any  holy  obe- 
dience. The  old  man  of  fin,  which  is  corrupt 
according  to  the  deceitful  lufts,  can  do  nothing 
but  fin.  And  until  he  be  put  off  and  crucified 
with  all  his  affe61ions  and  lufts,  we  cannot  put 
S  2  on 
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on  the  new  man,  which  after  God  is  created 
in  righteoufnefs  and  true  holinefs :  for  we  are 
not  only  corrupt,  but  alfo  under  the  bondage  of 
corruption  j  not  only  finners,  but  alfo  flaves  to 
fin,  fold  under  fin,  and  led  captive  to  commit  it 
by  the  devil  at  his  w  ill.   Sin  has  fuch  an  abfolute 
dominion,  that  although  it  exercifes  the  moft 
cruel  tyranny,  yet  men  have  no  defire  to  lhake 
off  its  yoke.    Sin  wears  away  their  bodies  in 
its  fervice,  and  yet  they  are  pleafed  with  their 
own  deftruftion,  and  fin  on.     Whenever  the 
tyrant  commands — Do  this,   the  natural  man 
doeth  it,  though  it  be  at  the  peril  of  his  life. 
When  fin  puts  him  upon  a  courfe  of  unclean- 
nefs,  which  he  knows  will  bring  the  infirmities 
of  old  age  upon  him  before  he  has  come  to  man- 
hood, or  a  courfe  of  intemperance,  which  muft 
end  in  painful  and  acute  diftempers,  the  poor 
flave  fubmits.    And  muft  not  fin  reign  in  his 
mortal  body,  fince  he  thus  obeys  it  in  the  lufts 
thereof?    Muft  it  not  have  abfolute  dominion 
over  him,  fiuce  he  thus  yields  his  members  in- 
ftruments  of  u.virighteoufnefs  unto  fin,  and  yields 
them,  even  to  w.ork  out  his'  own  deftruftion  ? 
And  when  he  fees  this  deftruftion  before  his 
eyes,  yet  he  has  no  defire  to  avoid  it ;  we  have 
neither  will  nor  pov^'cr  to  deliver  ourfelves  from 
fin's  dominion  :  becaufe  when  we  were  yet  with- 
out ftrength,  Chrift  died  for  the  ungodly.  Tlie 
foul  was  enflaved,  and  w.ithout  ftrength  to  reco- 
ver 
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ver  its  liberty  as  well  as  the  body.  Which  of 
its  faculties  are  free  and  able  to  caft  off  the  tyran- 
ny of  fin  ?  Can  this  good  defire  arife  firfl:  in 
the  imagination  ?  It  cannot,  Tlic  imaginations 
of  the  heart  of  the  natural  man  are  evil,  and 
only  evil,  and  that  continually.  Can  it  arife  in 
the  underftanding  ?  It  cannot :  for  it  is  in  dark- 
nefs.  When  the  Lord  looked  down  from  hea- 
ven upon  the  children  of  men,  to  fee  if  there 
were  any  that  did  underftand,  and  feek  after 
God,  he  found  none,  no  not  one — they  were 
wife  enough  to  do  evil,  but  to  do  good  they  had 
no  knowledge;  neither  had  they  a  will  to  chufe 
it :  for  the  natural  man  follows  the  will  of  the 
flcfli,  which  is  always  contrary  to  the  will  of 
God,  and  with  the  heart  and  affections  he  ferves 
the  law  of  fin. 

Thus  the  dominion  of  fm  is  univcrfal.  It  com- 
mands all  the  faculties  of  foul  and  body,  which 
ferve  it  with  a  willing  and  uninterrupted  obe- 
dience ;  and  from  what  has  been  faid  with  re- 
fpe6t  to  God,  and  with  refpecl  to  ourfelves,  it 
is  evident  that  the  natural  man  is  utterly  unable 
to  perform  any  holy  obedience.  This  is  the 
plain  doftrine  of  fcripture,  and  it  is  confirmed 
by  our  church  in  her  loth  article,  which  de- 
clares, that  "  the  condition  of  man  after  the 
"  fall  of  Adam  is  fuch,  that  he  cannot  turn  and 
"  prepare  himfelf  by  his  own  natural  ftrength 
*'  and  good  works  to  faith  and  calling  upon 

"  Godi 
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"  God  :  wherefore  we  have  no  power  to  do 
good  works,  pleafant  and  acceptable  to  God, 
"  without  the  grace  of  God  by  Chrift  pre- 
"  venting  us,  that  we  may  have  a  good  will, 
"  and  working  with  us,  when  we  have  that 
"  good  will."  Both  the  good  will,  and  the 
power  to  work  with  it  come  from  Chrift ;  and 
the  manner  in  which  he  beftows  both  upon  us 
is  thus  defcribed  in  fcripture.  God  the  father 
accepts  us  as  righteous  through  the  merits  of 
Jefus  Chrift,  whereby  we  are  j  uftified  ;  upon 
which  we  are  united  to  Chrift  through  faith 
given  us  by  his  holy  fpirit ;  and  from  this 
union  we  receive  continual  fupplies  of  grace 
to  enable  us  to  bring  forth  the  fruits  of  the 
fpirit,  which  are  well-pleafing  unto  God  the 
father. 

This  vital  union  with  Chrift  the  head  of  the 
body  is  the  principal  of  divine  life  in  all  his 
members,  and  it  is  expreffed  in  fcripture  by  va- 
rious phrafes,  which  denote  the  reality  and  ab- 
folute  certainty  of  it,  and  which  cannot  admit 
of  a  metaphorical  fenfe,  fuch  as,  "  Chrift's 
"  dwelling  in  us,  and  we  in  him,  our  being 

rooted  and  planted  into  him,  and  built  up  in 
"  him,  our  being  of  one  fpirit  and  one  flefli 
"  vpith  him,  our  living  and  being  led  by  his 
"  fpirit."  And  it  is  alfo  reprefented  by  various 
images,  fuch  as  the  union  between  the  head  and 
the  body,  what  a  ftrange  body  would  it  be, 

which 
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which  had  only  a  metaphorical  union  with  the 
head  ?  between  the  bread  and  the  eater,  what 
fort  of  a  conftitution  miifl:  it  be,  which  could 
live  upon  metaphorical  bread  ?  and  between  the 
foundation  and  the  building,  what  kind  of  a 
building  would  it  be,  which  lliould  (land  upon 
a  metaphorical  foundation  ?     But  chiefly  be- 
tween the  vine  and  the  brauchcs,  which  our 
Lord  has  largely  treated  of  in  John  xv.    "  1  am 
"  the  vine,"  fays  he,   "  ye  are  the  branches. 
*'  As  the  branch  cannot  bear  fruit  of  itfelf  ex- 
*'  cept  it  abide  in  the  vine,  no  more  can  ye  ex- 
"  cept  ye  abide  in  me.    He  that  abideth  in  me, 
"  and  I  in  him,  the  fame  bringeth  forth  much 
"  fruit :  for  without  me  ye  can  do  nothing." 
If  'any  man  abide   in  Chrift,  and  bear  much 
fruit  to  the  glory  of  the  father,  he  muft  be  as 
truly  and  as  vitally  united  to  Chrift,  as  the 
branches  are  to  the  vine  :  for  he  is  the  root  and 
flock,  from  whence  the  branches  receive  their 
nourifliment,  and  are  enabled  to  bring  forth 
fruit :  and  therefore  whoever  is  not  united  to 
Chrift  can  have  no  principle  of  divine  life  in  him, 
but  is  like  a  branch  cut  off  from  the  ftock  and 
withered,  whofe  end  is  to  be  burnt. 

From  thefe  fcriptures  it  is  evident,  that  we 
cannot  live  to  God  nor  bring  forth  any  fruit  unto 
holinefs  until  we  are  united  to  Chriit,  and  have 
fellowfliip  with  him.  The  fpirit  of  God  is  the 
bond  of  this  xuiion  :  for  he  gives  us  the  true 
I  faith. 
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faith,  whereby  the  foul  is  enabled  to  reject  every 
thing  that  would  feparate  it  from  Chrift,  and  to 
caft  away  all  hopes  of  falvation  in  its  own  en-- 
deavours  and  works,  and  thus  placing  no  merit 
in  any  thing  it  can  do,  it  clofes  in  wkh  the 
free  offer  of  mercy  in  Chrift  Jefus,  whom  faith 
has  a  peculiar  fitnefs  to  receive,  and  does  a£lu' 
ally  receive  him  with  all  his  fulncfs,  as  thefe 
fcriptures  teftify,  "  For  we  have  an  accefs," 
fays  the  apoftle,  "  and  entrance  by  faith  into 
that  grace  of  Chrift,  wherein  we  ftand,"  And 
again,  ^'  Chrift  dvvelleth  in  our  hearts  by  faith." 
And  that  moft  holy  faith,  whereby  Chrift  dwelK 
eth  in  us,  enables  us  to  live  the  life  of  Chrift : 
for  by  purifying  all  the  faculties  of  the  foul  it 
makes  us  to  be  like  him,  to  love  his  image, 
and  to  defire  it  may  be  pcrfe£ily  formed  in  our 
fouls.    And  accordingly  by  the  clofe  and  inti- 
mate union  which  faith  keeps  up  between  Chrift 
and  us,  we  are  made  conformable  to  his  death 
and  refurrection  :  for  faith  draws  virtue  from  his 
death  to  deftroy  the  dominion  of  fin,  and  from 
■  his  refurrecl ion  to  rife  to  newnefs  of  life.  No- 
thing but  the  inflaence  of  the  death  of  Chrift, 
and  a  real  tellowniip  with  it,  can  free  us  from 
fm's  dominion.    We  muft  be  planted  together 
in  the  likencfs  of  his  death,  if  we  ever  get  any 
mortifying  power  over  the  body  of  fm.    And  we 
muft  be  alfo  planted  into  the  likencfs  of  his  re- 
furrc6fion,  that  we  who  are  by  nature  dead  in 

trefpaffes 
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trefpaflTes  and  fins  may  be  quickened  in  Chrift, 
and  made  alive  in  him.  St.  Paul  had  happy  ex- 
perience of  this  doftrine — "  I  am  crucified,  fays 
*'  he,  with  Chrift,  neverthelefs  I  live,  yet  not  I, 
"  but  Chrift  liveth  in  me,  and  the  life  which  I 
"  now  live  in  the  flcfli,  I  live  by  the  faith  of  the 

fon  of  God."  And  whoever  is  crucified  with 
Chrift  in  the  fame  manner,  has  the  body  of  fin 
deftroyed,  that  henceforth  he  fliould  not  ferve 
fin,  and  whoever  liveth  by  the  fame  faith  in  the 
fon  of  God,  has  continual  fupplies  of  grace  from 
Jefus  Chrift  to  enable  him  to  live  a  life  of  holl-^ 
ncfs  unto  God. 

This  is  the  fcripture  doftrine  of  holy  obe» 
dicncc.  We  arc  therein  taught,  that  God  muft 
work  in  us  whatever  is  well-pleafing  to  him, 
St.  Paul  prays  thus  for  his  Hebrews  :  "  Now  the 
"  God  of  peace  make  you  perfect  in  every  good 
"  work  to  do  his  will,  working  in  you  that 
"  which  is  well-pleafing  in  his  fight,  through 

Jefus  Chrift  :"  who  came  in  the  flefli  to  de- 
ftroy  in  us  ungodlinefs  and  worldlv  lufts,  that  we 
might  be  fit  to  perform  holy  obedience.  "  The 
^'  great  God  and  our  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift,  fays 
"  hcj  gave  himfelf  for  us,  that  he  might  redeem 

us  from  all  iniquity,  and  purify  unto  himfelf  a 
"  peculiar  people,  zealous  of  good  works."  And 
again  another  fcripture  faith — "  Wc  are  created 
"  in  Chrift  Jefus  unto  good  works."  When  we 
arc  made  new  creatures  in  \um,  then  have  wc  a 

new 
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new  nature  w  ith  new  affe£lions,  which  delight 
to  obey  the  will  of  God,  as  much  as  the  old  fm- 
ful  nature  hated  it :  for  if  any  man  be  in  Chrift, 
he  is  a  new  creature,  old  things  are  paffed  away, 
behold  all  things  are  become  new.  He  is  re- 
newed throughout,  in  body,  foul,  and  fpirit. 
The  body,  which  fin  enflaved  and  defiled,  is 
cleanfed  by  the  blood  of  Chrift,  and  confecrated 
by  his  Spirit  for  an  holy  temple  to  the  living 
God.  The  foul  is  enriched  with  the  divine  gra- 
ces of  faith,  and  hope,  and  love,  which  work 
upon  all  the  faculties,  reftraining  the  imagination, 
enlightening  the  underftanding,  regulating  the 
will,  and  turning  the  heart  and  afFeftions  to 
God ;  and  then  renewing  the  fpirit  day  by  day 
with  the  fweet  and  holy  tempers  of  the  blefied 
Jefus,  that  the  whole  man  may  grow  up  to  the 
meafure  of  the  ftature  of  the  fulnefs  of  Chrift. 
Nothing  availcth  in  Chrift  Jefus  but  this  new 
creature.  God  the  Father  will  accept  of  no 
obedience,  unlefs  it  be  the  work  of  this  new 
nature.  Our  bcft  duties  and  fervices  are  dif- 
pleafing  to  him,  unlefs  we  be  renewed  by  faith 
in  the  fpirit  of  the  mind,  as  our  church  has 
clearly  determined  in  the  12th  article.  "  Albeit 
*'  that  good  works,  which  are  the  fruits  of  faith, 
"  and  follow  after  (don't  go  before)  juftification, 
"  cannot  put  away  our  fins,  and  endure  the  fe- 
"  verity  of  God's  judgment,  yet  are  they  pleaf- 
*'  ing  and  acceptable  to  God  in  Chrift,  and  do 

"  Spring 
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"  rprlng  out  neceflfarily  of  a  true  and  lively  faith, 
"  infomuch  that  by  them  a  lively  faith  may  be 
"  as  evidently  known,  as  a  tree  difcerned  by  the 
"  fruit," 

From  thefe  authorities  it  is  evident,  that  Jefus 
Chrift  is  the  foundation  of  all  holy  obedience. 
Until  you  be  accepted  in  him,  you  can  do  no 
good  works ;  nav,  without  him  you  can  do  no- 
thing. The  fcripture  and  our  articles  and  ho- 
milies fpeak  full  to  this  point,  and  they  entirely 
overthrow  the  deftruclive  doftrine  of  the  Papifts 
and  Socinians,  who  agree  in  maintaining  the 
merit  of  works.  Every  true  fon  of  our  church 
has  renounced  their  hercfies.  The  fcripture  has 
affured  him,  that  without  holinefs  no  man  fliall 
fee  the  Lord ;  but  he  finds  the  finfulnefs  of  his 
nature  reigning  in  many  unholy  tempers,  and 
breaking  out  into  many  offences,  againft  which 
he  ftrives,  but  not  in  his  own  (Irength :  for  he  is 
convinced,  that  his  foul  is  by  nature  dead  in  tref- 
paffes  and  fins,  and  that  all  his  ftriving  can  no 
more  give  it  fpiritual  life,  than  rubbing  and  chaf- 
ing a  dead  carcafs  can  reffore  to  it  animal  life, 
and  therefore  he  docs  not  feek  to  attain  holinefs, 
while  his  nature  continues  corrupt  and  dead  in 
fin.  The  gofpel  method  is  dlreftly  contrary.  It 
fint  clcanfes  the  heart,  from  whence  are  the 
iffucs  of  life,  and  then  the  ftrcams  will  certainly 
run  pure  :  It  directs  you  to  labour  firft  to  be  re- 
conciled unto  God,  that  you  may  be  accepted 

through 
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through  the  righteoufnefs  of  Jcfus  Chrift,  and 
juftified  by  his  merits,  and  then  you  will  have  a 
new  nature  inclined  to  holinefs,  and  endued 
by  the  holy  fpirit  with  power  to  feek  and  to  at- 
tain it.  After  you  have  received  juftification  to 
life,  you  may  go  on  with  the  work  of  fanctifica- 
tion  :  for  by  juftification  your  nature  is  regene- 
rate and  new-born,  and  fanftification  is  the  pro- 
per work  of  this  regenerate  nature,  as  it  brings 
all  its  parts  and  faculties  into  ufe,  whereby  they 
improve  and  grow  in  ftrength.  Juftification, 
which  is  the  new  birth  of  the  foul,  is  like  the 
firft  birth  of  the  infant  into  this  world.  When  it 
is  born,  it  has  all  the  parts  of  the  body  perfect ; 
no  new  ones  are  added  afterwards,  only  thefe 
grow  in  fize  and  ftrength,  until  they  reach  to 
the  ftature  of  a  man,  as  the  graces  grow  in  the 
juftified  foul  until  it  arrive  to  a  perfe6t  man  in 
Chrift.  And  then  God,  who  has  been  glorified 
by  it  upon  earth,  will  receive  it  into  his  eternal 
glory  through  Jefus  Chrift  our  Lord — 

Who  is  the  foundation  of  our  prcfent  and  eter- 
nal happinefs,  as  I  propofed  in  the  fourth  and 
laft  place  to  confider.  Tliis  is  a  direft  confe- 
quence  from  what  has  been  faid,  and  does  not 
require  many  words  to  iliuftrate  it :  for  fince  the 
finner  has  no  faving  knowledge,  until  Chrift  en- 
lighten him  J  fmce  God  the  Father  will  not  ac- 
cept his.perfon,  but  through  the  righteoufnefs  of 
Chrift,  nor  his  works,  but  as  done  in  Chrift,  and 

flowing 
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flowing  from  living  faith  in  him,  then  it  is  certain 
tliat  whatever  happinefs  he  enjoys  muft  be  de- 
rived from  the  Lord  and  giver  of  grace  and 
glory.  He  can  merit  none,  for  when  he  has 
done  all  thefe  things  that  are  commanded  him, 
which  yet  no  man  has  done,  he  was  even  then 
to  fay,  I  am  an  unprofitable  fervant,  I  have  done 
that  which  was  my  duty  to  do,  and  therefore  I 
cannot  deferve  prefent,  and  much  lefs  eternal 
hai)pinefs  from  the  hand  of  God. 

By  prefent  happinefs  I  mean  thofe  comforts 
of  the  gofpel  which  I  have  been  defcribing,  and 
which  the  heavenly  comforter  adminifters  to 
the  finncr,  when  he  is  enlightened  with  faxing 
truth,  when  he  is  convinced  of  his  reconciliation 
with  God  the  Father,  and  fatisfied  that  the  di- 
vine holinefs,  juftice,  and  truth,  are  no  longer 
his  enemies,  but  will  now  make  all  things  work 
together  for  his  good;  and  when  he  is  affured  of 
the  ti-uth  of  his  reconciliation,  as  well  from  the 
inward  witnefs  of  the  fpirit  of  God  with  his  fpirit, 
as  from  the  holy  obedience  in  which  he  now 
delights,  and  which  he  has  power  to  perform. 
This  happy  foul  enjoys  the  comforts  of  prefent 
falvation,  which  are  daily  ftrengthened  in  it 
more  and  more,  as  it  grows  in  grace,  and  bears 
fairer  and  richer  fruits  of  holinefs :  for  this 
growth  in  grace  is  an  evident  proof  of  our  ac- 
ceptance with  God,  and  a  fruitful  fource  of  fpi- 
rit ual  comfort :  when  we  find  ourfelves  renewed 
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in  the  fpiiit  of  our  minds,  and  are  pleafed  with 
the  will  of  God  in  the  inner  man,  and  are  enabled 
to  run  cheerfully  in  the  way  of  God's  command- 
ments, the  happinefs  arifing  from  hence  can  no 
mare  be  defcribed  than  the  joys  of  heaven.  If 
you  would  know  what  bleffings,  love,  joy,  peace, 
and  the  other  fruits  of  the  fpirit  bring  to  the  foul, 
O  tafte  and  fee  how  gracious  the  Lord  is.  And 
whenever  he  gives  you  the  experience  of  them, 
you  will  then  find  that  in  them  heaven  is  already 
begun  in  the  foul ;  and  if  by  believing  we  can 
rejoice  at  prcfent  with  joy  unfpeakable,  and  full 
of  glory,  what  muft  our  joy  be  when  we  receive 
the  end  of  our  faith,  even  the  eternal  falvation 
of  our  fouls.  When  Jefus  Chrift  admits  us  into 
his  kingdom,  and  beftows  upon  us  all  his  fpiri- 
tual  bleffings  in  heavenly  places,  what  happinefs 
we  fliall  then  feel,  tongue  cannot  utter,  nor  can 
heart  conceive.  And  inconceivably  great  though 
it  be,  yet  it  is  all  the  free  gift  of  God  through 
Jefus  Chrift  our  Lord,  "  for  he  hath  given  us 
*'  eternal  life,  and  this  life  is  in  his  fon  :" — And 
faith  is  the  hand  by  which  we  receive  it :  "  for 
"  he  that  believeth  on  me,  faith  the  blefled 
"  Jefus,  hath  everlafting  life."  He  purchafed 
it  for  us.  We  could  not  attain  it  by  any  of  our 
ov/n  works,  nor  could  the  higheft  angel  in  hea- 
ven merit  it  for  one  of  the  fons  of  men.  It  was 
bought  for  us  by  an  ineftimable  price,  by  the 
obedience  and  fuffcrings  of  the  God-man  Chrift 
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Jefus,  and  he  therefore  obeyed  and  fufFered, 
died  and  rofe  again,  that  we  might  be  heirs  of 
God  and  joint-heirs  with  Chrift.  He  a£led  as 
our  reprefentative,  by  which  means  we  have  an 
intereft  in  all  that  he  did  and  fufFered.  He  re- 
fifted  the  temper,  obeyed  the  law,  fufFered  the 
punifliment  due  to  the  tranfgrefllon  of  it,  even 
unto  death,  rofe  from  the  dead,  afcended  into 
heaven,  and  fat  down  on  the  throne  of  glory,  as 
the  head  and  reprefentative  of  all  the  eleft  peo- 
ple of  God.  In  all  thefe  things  he  a£led  as  the 
head  of  the  body  the  church ;  and  we  commonly 
fay,  a  pcrfon  is  crowned,  when  the  crown  is 
put  upon  his  head.  Now  our  head  is  already 
crowned,  and  therefore  fo  long  as  he  pofFeiFes  his 
glory,  we  his  members  fhall  pofFefs  ours,  and 
fliall  fliare  in  the  glories  of  our  heavenly  king. 
What  thefe  eternal  glories  are,  it  furpafFeth  all 
underftanding  to  comprehend.  The  fcripture 
has  revealed  them  to  us  chiefly  in  negative  de- 
fcriptions.  It  removes  from  them  that  imperfec- 
tion to  which  all  fublunary  good  is  fubjeft .  It 
calls  them  riches,  but  then  they  are  not  fubjcft 
to  ruft  and  moth,  nor  can  thieves  break  in  to  rob 
us  of  them.  It  compares  them  to  an  inheritance, 
but  then  it  is  always  in  peace,  no  armies  can  lay 
it  wafle,  no  irregular  paffion  can  interrupt  the 
happy  enjoyment  of  it :  and  there  can  be  no  fear 
of  lofmg  it,  becaufe  all  tears  are  wiped  away 
from  every  eye  ;  and  upon  every  head  there  is 
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placed  a  crown  of  glory,  which  is  "  incorrupt- 
"  tible,"  has  no  principles  of  diflblution,  and 
therefore  no  defeft  in  it ;  is  "  undefiled,"  has 
no  ftain  of  fin,  or  infirmity  under  it,  and  "  fa- 
"  deth  not  away,"  all  human  glory  like  a  flower 
of  the  field  withers  and  dies,  but  this  is  always 
fiourifliing,  and  blooms  in  never-fading  fpring. 
Thus  the  fcripture  removes  every  thing  from  our 
heavenly  happinefs,  which  renders  our  prefent 
enjoyments  impcrfcft  ;  and  then  to  make  the  de- 
fcription  full,  puts  eternity  to  it.  And  yet,  even 
of  this  eternal  happinefs  we  have  but  faint  ideas  ; 
we  know  it  at  prefent  but  in  part.  We  fliall 
know  it  better  when  our  almighty  Saviour  be- 
ftows  it  upon  us.  When  he  admits  us  into  his 
prefence,  receives  us  into  his  heaven,  and  places 
the  never-fading  crown  of  glory  upon  our  heads, 
then  we  fliall  feel  what  an  eternal  weight  of 
glory  is.  Then  we  fliall  enjoy  that  beatific  vifion, 
without  which  heaven  would  not  be  defirable, 
and  we  fliall  fee  the  Lord  Jefus  face  to  face,  and 
fliall  know  that  he  is  above  all  blelTmg  and  praife. 
We  know  indeed  at  prefent  that  he  is  God  over 
all  blelTed  for  ever,  but  the  corruptible  body 
prelTeth  down  the  foul,  and  the  earthly  taberna- 
cle weigheth  down  the  mind,  fo  that  our  know- 
ledge and  our  praifes  are  imperfect.  But  then 
we  fliall  be  free  from  this  earthly  clog,  and  fliall 
fee  more  of  his  excellencies,  and  fliall  be 
more  able  to  praife  them,    ^^'e  fliall  continually 
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find  new  beauties,  new  worlds  of  delight  in  him  ; 
for  his  perfe£tions  being  infinite,  will  afford  us 
frefli  fubjeft  of  praife  to  eternity.    And  our  inte- 
refl:  in  them  being  an  a£l  of  his  free  grace,  will 
render  them  to  us  more  precious,  and  the  con- 
templation of  them  more  fwcet.    Every  new  day 
of  glory  (if  I  may  fo  fpeak,  when  time  is  no 
more)  will  bring  us  more  in  debt  to  his  fri^e 
grace.    The  holding  of  glory  fhall  be  free  grace 
without  end  ;  fo  that  Chrift's  relation  of  creditor, 
and  oufs  of  debtor,  fhall  grow  and  be  greater  for 
ever.    Redeemed  fmners  can  never  fav,  Now 
our  tribute  of  praife  to  Jefus  is  fully  paid,  becaufe 
they  will  be  always  contra6ting  new  debts,  and 
while  they  ftand  confirmed  in  blifs,  the  more 
broken  debtors  will  they  be.    The  longer  thcv 
enjoy  the  glory  of  heaven  through  millions  of 
ages,  the  debt  to  the  Lamb  that  purchafed  it 
for  them  by  his  blood  will  grow  infinitely.  Praifes 
to  eternity  can  take  nothing  from  the  debt ;  for 
the  debt  increafes,  while  they  are  praifing.  And 
let  the  innumerable  company  of  angels  join  the 
fpirits  of  jufl  men  made  perfe£t :  let  them  raife 
their  hearts  and  voices  to  the  higheft  ftrains  of 
praife,  they  would  flill  fall  fhort  of  the  greatnefs 
of  his  merits.    O  holy  Spirit !  now  give  us  a 
heart  and  a  tongue  to  join  our  imperfe6t  praife.^ 
with  theirs.    With  them  we  afcribe  falvation  to 
the  Lord  God  omnipotent.  Blefling,  and  honour. 
Vol.  IV.  T  and 
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and  glory,  and  power  be  unto  him  that  fitteth 
upon  the  throne,  and  to  the  Lamb  for  ever. 

I  fhall  here  finifii  the  doftrinal  parts  of  this 
difcourfe,  but  I  cannot  conclude  without  mak- 
ing a  fliort  application.  Every  ufeful  do£lrine 
may  be  reduced  to  practice  ;  and  all  the  chrif- 
tian  do6trines  have  a  direft  tendency  to  operate 
in  our  lives,  and  to  produce  their  proper  effefts 
in  oiir  converfations.  We  have  been  confidering 
fome  of  the  excellencies  of  God  our  Saviour, 
which  are  not  mere  fpeculative  points;  becaufe 
he  was  made  unto  us  wifdom  and  righteouf- 
ncfs,  and  fan£tification,  and  redemption.  He  is 
our  all-wife  prophet  to  enlighten  the  blindnefs  of 
our  underftanding,  and  to  teach  us  faving  know- 
ledge. He  is  our  all-meritorious  pried,  through 
the  merits  of  whofe  perfeft  facrifice  the  pollution 
and  the  guilt  of  our  fins  are  taken  away,  and  we 
are  accepted  as  righteous  before  God  the  Father. 
And  he  is  our  almighty  king,  by  whofe  grace 
the  dominion  of  fin  is  deftroyed  in  us,  and  we  are 
enabled  to  perform  an  holy  obedience.  "  Jefus 
"  Chrift  is  all  and  in  all :  for  we  are  complete 
"  in  him."  Salvation  from  firft  to  laft,  from  the 
firfl:  ray  of  light  which  broke  into  our  dark  and 
finful  fouls,  until  we  fee  Chrift  in  the  fulnefs  of 
glory,  is  all  his  work,  and  to  him  muft  the  ho- 
nour of  it  be  afcribed.  He  is  the  foundation  on 
whom  it  all  ftands  :  for     other  foundation  can 
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"  110  man  lay,  than  that  is  laid,  which  is  Jefus 
"  Chrift." 

Men,  brethren,  and  fathers,  fufter  the  word  of 
exhortation.    You  profefs,  that  Jefus  Chrift  is 
the  foundation  of  all  faving  knowledge  :  do  you 
then  feek  it  from  him  in  the  ftudy  of  his  holy 
word,  and  through  the  bleffing  of  his  good  Spirit 
upon  your  ftudies  ?  or  are  any  of  you  feeking  it 
from  the  unfcriptural  unnatural  light  of  nature, 
from  that  nature  which  is  totally  dark  and  blind, 
until  the  abftrafted  metaphyfician  has  ftolen  fome 
great  truths  from  the  revealed  worj,  and  then 
boafts  that  he  was  felf-enlightened,  and  that 
they  were  felf-irradiated  upon  his  own  mind  by 
a  more  myfterious  and  enthufiaftic  light  than  the 
maddeft  Quaker  ever  pretended  to.    In  their 
metaphyfical  reveries,  let  them  talk  of  their  light 
of  nature  ;  yet  if  God  may  be  heard,  nature  is 
in  darknefs.    It  is  blind  in  the  things  of  God  ; 
nay  more,  until  it  be  renewed,  it  cannot  fee  and 
know  them.    To  whom  then  wouJd  you  go  for 
the  knowledge  of  them  ?    To  Chrift,  as  held 
forth  in  his  word,  and  applied  by  his  Spirit,  or 
rather  to  human  learning  and  its  arts  and  fci- 
ences  ?  God  forbid.    They  have  not  one  ray  of 
their  own  to  give.    Their  boafted  luftre  is  but  a 
borrowed  light.    Blot  the  fun  out  of  heaven  and 
thefe  bright  ftars  are  at  once  in  the  blacknefs  of 
darknefs:  for  there  is  but  one  created  fun  to 
enlighten  this  material  world,  as  there  is  but  one 
T  2  uncreated 
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uncreated  fun  to  enlighten  the  fpiiitual  world 
here  in  grace,  and  for  ever  in  glory-  When  the 
arts  and  fciences  keep  their  proper  ftation,  re- 
flecting the  light  caft  upon  them  by  the  fun  of 
righteoufiiefs,  then  the  ftudy  of  them  is  fanfti- 
iicd,  and  they  are  liighly  ufcfiil  in  the  fchool  of 
Chrift;  but  uufanclified,  they  only  tend  to  pufl 
up  and  to  feed  the  pvide  of  corrupt  nature.  Let 
this  be  an  anf\Aer  to  the  adverfary,  who  may 
objecl,  that  I  a  n  a  decrier  of  human  learning. 
When  it  is  preferred  to  divine,  I  do  decry  it, 
but  in  no  other  refpect.  Am  I  an  enemy  to 
light  bccaufe  I  prefer  the  all-reviving  light  of  the 
fun  to  thic  faint  glimmering  light  of  the  ftars  ? 
Chriit  is  the  fun  of  righteoufnefs,  the  light  of 
the  fpiritual  world.  Let  it  then  be  your  firft 
and  principal  ftudy  to  attain  from  him  divine 
learning,  and  in  fubordination  to  it  feck  human, 
learning.  Let  God  be  your  teacher  in  the  things 
of  God.  Read  his  word,  as  he  who  was  wifer 
than  liis  teachers  did,  day  and  night ;  but  read 
it  with  humility,  and  always  begin  with  the  ex- 
cellent prayer  bcft.re  mentioned,  "  Lord  open 
"  thou  mine  eyes,  that  I  may  fee  wondrous 
"  things  in  thy  law  :"  the  Lord  will  open  them, 
and  you  will  not  only  fee  fpiritual  truths  clearly, 
but  will  alfo  be  more  diligent  in  the  ftudy  of 
ufeful  knowledge,  and  will  attain  more  of  it, 
than  a  man  of  the  beft  parts,  trufting  to  the  mere 
ftrength  of  genius,  can  ever  attain.    And  one 
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great  truth  the  word  and  the  Siiirit  of  God  will 
certainly  manifeft  to  you,  and  that  Is, 

Secondlyj  The  manner  of  your  acceptance. 
To  a  finner  convinced  of  the  corruption  of  his 
nature,  and  of  the  tranfgreffions  of  his  life,  no- 
thing can  be  more  interefting  than  to  know, 
whether  God's  juftice  and  holinefs  and  truth  can 
pardon  him.  The  fancied  light  of  fallen  nature 
cannot  teach  him  this.  It  never  did.  It  never 
led  one  learned  heathen,  Greek,  or  Roman,  to 
Jefus  Chrift.  It  never  can  :  Bccaufe  it  is  blind, 
and  with  the  aid  of  all  the  fciences,  blind  it  re- 
mains, until  Chrift  by  his  word  and  fpirit  oi)en  its 
eyes.  Then  it  fees,  that  his  righleoufnefs  im- 
puted to  it  by  faith  is  the  only  method  of  being- 
accepted  as  righteous  before  God  the  father. 
Are  you  then  feeking  to  be  accepted  in  the 
righteoufnefs  of  the  beloved  ?  Or  are  you  trying 
to  v>oik  out  fome  righteoufnefs  of  your  own, 
which  altogether  or  in  part  may  render  you 
accepted  ?  It  muft  never  be  forgotten,  that  juf- 
tification  by  faith  only  is  the  grand  Proteftant 
doctrine.  Juftification  by  works  is  downright 
Popery.  We  feparated  from  the  biihop  of  Rome, 
becaufe  he  fet  up  the  merit  of  works  in  oppo- 
fition  to  the  righteoufnefs  of  God.  And  lo  ! 
Proteftant  divines  have  fallen  back  again  into 
the  fmk  of  Popery,  maintaining  the  merit  of 
works  :  as  every  man  muft  do,  who  talks  of  the 
dignity  and  reclityde  of  human  nature,  of  tlic 
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dignity  of  finful  nature,  and  of  the  rectitude  of 
fallen  nature,  of  natural  religion,  of  the  moral 
fenfe,  and  of  the  moral  fchemc,  and  of  the 
fitnefs  and  relation  of  things  :  for  thefe  fyftems 
are  big  with  contradiftions,  unlefs  man  be  able 
of  himfclf  to  difcover  and  to  pra£tice  fuch  duties 
as  will  render  him  acceptable  to  God.  And  in- 
deed, metaphyfical  writers  have  afcribed  to  blind 
fallen  nature  both  this  will  and  power,  maintain- 
ing that  "  every  one  may  find  within  himfelf  the 
"  rule  of  right,  and  obligations  to  follow  it." 
Bifliop  Butler's  Sermons,  p.  32.  But  what  faith 
the  fcriptui-e  ?  Pofitively  and  exprefsly  it  fpcaks 
of  man's  having  neither  will  nor  power,  unlefs 
thcvbc  given  him  of  God.  Being  finful  in  heart 
and  life  he  lies  under  fentence  of  condemnation 
by  the  juft  law  of  heaven,  and  like  an  attainted 
rebel  he  cannot  do  a  legal  a6t,  until  he  be  par- 
doned. Jefus  Chrifl:  is  the  foundation  of  this 
pardon ;  and  until  we  are  accepted  through  his 
righteoufnefs,  our  bcft  works  have  in  them  the 
nature  of  fin.  This  is  fcripture,  and  the  doftrine 
of  our  church.  Andean  you  believe  a  man  to 
be  a  friend  to  either,  who  wants  to  eftablifli  the 
merit  of  works  ?  Can  he  be  a  found  Proteftant, 
or  a  good  church  of  England-man }  No,  he 
cannot.  Certainly,  rny  brethren,  you  would 
condemn  him  with  one  voice.  Away  then  with 
all  the  metaphyfical  rubbifli,  which  has  long 
obfcured  the  fcripture  doftrine  of  acceptance  : 
2  for 
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for  the  love  of  the  Lord  Jefus,  and  of  his  flock 
for  whom  he  Hied  his  blood,  let  us  hear  no  more 
of  the  religion  of  nature — of  that  religion  which 
finds  us  and  leaves  us  children  of  wrath  :  for  the 
fake  of  your  own  prcfent  and  eternal  peace  let 
all  metaphyfical  f)'ftems  of  the  religion  of  nature 
be  no  more  your  favourite  ftudies.  You  have 
the  holy  fcripture  in  your  hands  ;  whither  would 
}  ou  go,  but  to  it  for  the  words  of  eternal  life  ? 
And  docs  it  not  teach  you,  that  Jefus  Chrill 
came  into  the  world  to  redeem  us  from  the 
miferies  of  our  fallen  nature  ?  And  whofe  caufe 
then  are  thcfe  men  defending,  who  want  to 
eftablifli  a  religion  founded  on  that  nature,  from 
which  Chrift  came  to  redeem  us  r  Good  God  ! 
what  an  attempt  is  this,  for  chriftlan  men,  chrif- 
tian  minifters,  embaflTadors  of  Jefus  Chrift,  not 
only  to  preach  up  the  religion  of  nature,  as 
if  nature  was  not  fallen,  but  alfo  to  make  this 
religion  of  nature  the  foundation  of  revealed. 
What  a  monftrous  paradox  is  this,  natural  religion 
the  foundation  of  revealed  r  Is  not  this  taking 
away  Jefus  Chrift  the  fure  foundation,  which 
God  hath  laid,  and  putting  the  religion  of  nature 
under  him  as  a  foundation  to  bear  him  up,  and 
thus  trying  to  lay  another  foundation,  w-hich  if 
God  be  true  no  man  can  lay.  The  folly,  the 
guilt,  and  the  danger  of  this  proceeding  are  fo 
evident  upon  the  principles  before  laid  down, 
that  I  ftiall  not  urge  the  matter  farther  at  prefent 

onl 
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only  if  there  be  here  any  admirers  of  this  ineta- 
phyfical  and  unnatural  religion,  it  may  be  ufeful 
to  them  to  confider,  what  this  religion  can  do 
for  them,  even  as  they  underllan'd  it,  which  the 
religion  of  the  bible  has  not  promifed  to  do  for 
them  in  a  more  full  and  ample  manner,  efpecially 
with  refpeft  to  their  performing  an  holy  obe- 
dience, of  which  Jefus  Chrift  is  the  fole  foun- 
dation, which  is  the  third  inference  from  what 
has  been  faid. 

Until  you  are  accepted  in  Chrift  you  cannot 
do  any  good  works  :  becaufe  your  whole  nature 
is  coVi'i'.pt,  and  nothing  but  corrupt  fruit  can 
grow  upon  it.  Are  you  then  feeking  for  an  holy 
nature,  that  in  it  you  may  perform  an  holy  obe- 
dience r  Are  you  then  praying  to  God  to  be 
renewed  in  the  fpirit  of  yovyr  mind,  that  Chrift 
may  dwell  in  your  hearts  by  faith,  that  his  will 
may  become  yours,  his  word  your  ftudy  and 
delight,  his  Spirit  your  guide  ?  And  is  it  the 
defire  of  your  foul,  that  you  may  be  enabled  to 
run  cheerfully  in  the  way  of  God's  command- 
ments unto  the  end  ?  Is  Chrift  the  foundation  of 
this  great  work  ?  And  are  you  convinced  you 
want  grace  from  him  every  moment  to  carry  it 
on  ?  Then  bring  this  convi£tion  into  practice. 
Let  it  operate  in  your  lives.  Where  would  you 
feek  his  grace,  but  in  the  means  of  grace  ? 
And  when  your  perfons  are  accepted  through 
the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift  imputed  to  you  by 

faith. 
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iaitli,  then  God  will  accept  your  attendance 
upon  thefe  means,  but  not  before.  Tlien  he 
will  be  found  of  you  in  them,  will  give  his 
blefling  to  the  ufe  of  them,  and  will  enable 
you  to  abound  in  every  good  word  and  work 
to  the  praife  of  his  glory.  The  fcripture  is  ex- 
prefs,  that  we  are  created  in  Chrift  Jefus  unto 
good  works.  We  can  bear  no  fruit  until  we  be 
grafted  into  him  the  true  vine.  Our  church  is 
exceeding  clear  upon  this  head.  To  their  au^ 
thorities  we  muft  fubmit,  and  we  flaall  find  the 
happy  efFefts  of  embracing  them,  if  they  difpofe 
us  to  feck,  until  God  gives  us  a  new  nature  with 
new  faculties  and  afFcftions,  and  enables  us  to 
bring  forth  much  fruit  to  the  praife  of  the  glory 
of  his  free  grace,  wherein  he  hath  made  us  ac- 
cepted in  the  beloved  :  for  then  we  fliall  find  the 
prefent  comforts  of  the  gpfpel  fweetly  drawing 
us  on  in  the  way  of  duty,  until  we  be  at  laft 
prefented  perfeft  in  Chrift  Jefus.  Perfeft  and 
complete  in  him,  but  not  in  our  own  righteouf- 
nefs,  we  fliall  be  prefented  before  God  the  father 
without  fpot  of  fin  to  an  inheritance  incorrupti- 
ble, and  undefiled,  and  that  fadeth  not  away,  re- 
ferved  in  heaven  for  us. 

To  thefe  truths  every  chriftian  aflfents.  He 
lays  no  other  foundation  for  his  prefent  and 
eternal  happinefs  than  Jefus  Chrift,  and  he  is  a 
fure  foundation  :  for  he  is  the  author  and  finiflier 
of  the  faith,  the  author  to  begin  it  here  in  grace, 
the  finiflier  to  end  it,  when  faith  fliall  be  fwallow- 
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cd  up  in  villon.  As  he  is  the  autlior  of  all  tlie 
works  of  creation,  fo  is  he  the  author  of  all  the 
works  of  redemption,  by  whom  they  begin, 
through  whom  thc)  are  carried  on,  and  in  whom 
they  will  be  completed  :  "  For  I  am  alpha  and 
"  omega,  fays  he,  the  firft  and  the  laft,  which 
"  was,  which  is,  and  which  is  to  come,  the  al- 
"  mighty."  He  is  the  Lord  God  omnipotent, 
by  whom  all  things  w^ere  made  ;  by  his  over- 
ruling providence  they  are  fupported  :  for  he 
upholdeth  all  things  by  the  word  of  his  power. 
He  is  the  moft  bleffcd  God  and  Saviour  in  thc 
offices,  of  a  prophet  to  enlighten  our  blind  eyes, 
and  to  be  our  wifdom,  of  a  priell:  to  atone  for  the 
pollution  and  the  guilt  of  our  fins,  and  to  be  our 
righteoufnefs,  and  of  a  king  to  deftroy  in  us  the 
dominion  of  fin,  and  to  be  our  fanctification. 
And  he  is  God  the  fovereign  judge,  before  whofe 
awful  tribunal  we  muft  all  foon  appear.  View 
Jefus  Chrill  in  thefe  exalted  Rations,  where  he 
fits  far  above  all  principalities  and  powers,  as  the 
firft  and  laft  in  the  works  of  creation,  providence, 
redemption,  and  final  judgment,  and  then  fee 
whether  you  can  exalt  him  high  enough.  Is  not 
this  almighty  God  and  King  far  above  all  blelTmg 
and  praife You  cannot  fufficiently  extol  the 
works  of  creation.  Survey  them  with  a  philo- 
fophcr's  eye,  and  they  will  appear  great  and 
wonderful  in  wifdom  and  power,  affording  an 
unexhaufted  fubjeft  of  praife.    And  how  then 
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fliall  we  be  able  to  magnify  their  maker,  who  is 
great  aboVe  all  his  works  ?  Efpecially  great  and 
marvellous  are  thy  works,  O  Lord  God  almighty, 
in  the  redemption  of  a  finful  world  :  For  when 
you  glorify  the  Lord  Jefus  for  this  ineftiiTiablc 
mercy,  exalt  him  as  much  as  you  can,  for  even 
yet  will  he  far  exceed,  and  when  you  exalt  him, 
put  forth  all  your  ftrcngth  and  be  not  weary  : 
for  you  can  never  go  far  enougli.  How  iliould 
we  upon  earth  go  far  enough,  when  the  glorified 
fpirits,  who  try  to  exalt  him  as  much  as  they  are 
able,  yet  fall  Ihort  ?  He  will  always,  to  eternity 
he  will,  be  above  all  bleffing  and  praife.  The 
thoufands,  thoufands,  and  ten  thoufand  limes  ten 
thoufand,  who  are  now  Handing  round  his  throne, 
admiring  his  perfeftions,  and  finging  the  fong  of 
Mofes  and  tlie  Iamb,  when  they  put  forth  all  their' 
ftrength  and  are  not  weary,  ftill  they  can  never 
go  far  enough.  And  when  all  the  fons  of  God 
who  fliouted  for  joy  at  the  firft  creation,  (hall 
agnin  join  their  voices  upon  the  number  of  the 
elects  being  perfefted,  ftill  he  will  far  exceed 
their  moft  exalted  fong.  Angels  and  men  with 
their  higheft  l^rains  of  praife  cannot  come  up  to 
the  greatnefs  of  our  Lord's  merit.  Let  the  hea- 
venly fong  be  continued  through  millions  of  ages, 
yet  the  God  whom  they  celebrate  is  infinite,  and 
their  praife  therefore  muft  fall  ftiort  of  the  fub- 
je£t.  The  perfe£lion  of  the  almighty  creator, 
and  the  Jove  of  the  all-merciful  redeemer,  are,  to 
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the  redeemed  of  the  Lord,  fubjefts  which  eternity 
cannot  exhauft.  O  that  it  may  be  your  happinefs 
and  mine  to  lay  Jefus  Chnlt  and  him  only,  for 
the  foundation  of  all  faving  knowledge,  of  all 
acceptance  with  the  father,  and  of  all  holy 
obedience,  that  having  fpent  our  time  here  by 
the  ftrength  of  his  grace  in  his  fervice  and  to  his 
glory,  we  may  be  admitted  to  fee  his  perfetlions, 
and  to  be  happy  in  the  enjoyment  of  them,  and 
may  join  our  grateful  hearts  and  voices  with  the 
blefled  company  of  angels,  and  the  fpirits  of  juft 
men  made  perfect,  in  finging  the  eternal  hymn 
of  thanks  and  praife.  So  be  it,  Lord  Jcfus,  to 
the  honour  of  the  father,  and  to  the  glory  of  the 
eternal  fpirit,  three  perfons  in  one  Jehovah, 
whom  the  church  militant  now  worfliips,  and 
the  church  triumphant  praifcs  for  ever  and  ever. 
Jmeu. 


Id  a  Treatifi,  entitled.  The  Flower  of  Godly 
Prayers,  written  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Thomas  Be- 
con,  and  printed  in  the  Year  1563,  there  is 

A  PRAYER  FOR  FAITH, 

IVhicb  breathes  the  very  Spirit  of  the  Apojiles  Duc- 
trine,  and  which  I  lay  before  the  Reader,  that  he 
may  pray  for  the  Comforts  of  it  in  the  devout 
Words  of  this  holy  Man. 

VV^E  are  taught  by  thy  holy  apoftle,  O  moll- 
loving  Saviour,  that  whatfoever  is  not  of  faith  is 
fm,  and  that  it  is  impoflible  to  pleafe  thee  with- 
out faith.  And  therefore  they  that  come  unto 
thee  muft  beHeve  that  thou  art  God,  yea,  and 
fuch  a  God  as  is  both  able  and  will  alfo  abun- 
dantly reward  all  them  that  with  true  faith  feek 
thee.  For  thy  eyes,  O  Lord,  look  upon  faith, 
and  thou  doft  appear  and  Ihew  thyfelf  unto  them, 
that  have  faith  in  thee  :  yea,  through  faith,  thou 
being  t4ie  king  of  glory,  art  mairied  to  the  fouls 
of  the  fjiithful,  and  makcft  them  partakers  of  thy 
divine  nature,  through  the  wonderful  working  of 
thy  blelTed  Spirit.  Through  faith  fo  many  as 
believe  are  juftified,  made  the  fons  and  heirs  of 
God,  and  have  ever'afting  life.  By  faith  we  ob- 
tain 
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tain  of  God  all  good  things,  even  whatfoever  we 
afk  in  thy  name.  Seeing  that  faith  is  fo  precious 
a  jewel  in  thy  fight,  that  without  it  nothing  Isr 
acceptable  unto  thy  divine  majefty ;  and  we  of 
our  own  nature  cannot  have  this  mofl:  fingular 
treafure  except  thou  giveft  it  unto  us  from  above, 
and  doell:  breathe  it  into  our  hearts  by  thy  holy 
Spirit :  for  we  of  ourfelves  are  blind,  ignorant, 
fooliOi,  and  by  no  means  can  perceive  the  things 
that  pertain  to  the  fpirit  of  God,  we  moft  heartily 
befeech  thee  to  take  away  from  us  all  infidelity 
and  unfaithfulncfs,  which  we  received  of  old 
Adam,  and  to  plant  in  us  true  faith,  and  un- 
doubted belief,  that  we  may  be  thoroughly  per- 
fuaded  that  thou  art  the  fon  of  the  living  God, 
very  God  and  very  man,  our  alone  Rveet-fmelling 
facrifice,  our  alone  mediator,  advocate,  and  in- 
terceffor,  our  alone  wifdom,  righteoufnefs,  fan£fi- 
flcation,  and  redemption,  by  whom  alone,  and 
for  whofe  fake  only,  thy  heavenly  father  is  well 
pleafed  with  us,  our  fins  arc  remitted,  grace  and 
everlafting  life  are  freely  given  unto  us.  O  Lord 
God,  fufTer  us  not  to  lean  to  our  own  wifdom, 
r.or  to  believe,  as  blind  flefli  fancieth,nor  to  feek 
falvation  wliere  fuperftition  dreameth  ;  but  let 
our  faith  only  be  grounded  on  thy  word,  and 
give  us  grace  truly  to  believe  in  thee  with  all  our 
heart,  to  put  our  truft  in  thee,  to  look  for  all  good 
things  of  thee,  to  call  upon  thy  bleffed  name  in 
adverfity,  and  with  joyful  voices  and  more  merry 

beans. 
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hearts,  to  praife  and  magnify  It  in  profpcr"ty. 
Sufler  us  not  to  doubt  ncitlicr  of  God  thy  hea- 
venly father,  nor  of  thee,  God  his  fon,  nor  of 
God  the  Holy  Ghoft,  but  earncftly  to  believe  that 
you  being  the  diftin£t  perfons  in  the  Deity,  arc 
notwitliftanding,  one  very  God,  bclidcs  whor,'., 
there  is  no  God,  neither  in  heaven  nor  in  earth. 
Grant  alfo,  that  we  may  alTiu'edly  bclic\  e  vvhat- 
foever  is  contained  in  the  holy  fcri})tLires,  and  bv 
no  means  fufFer  ourfelves  to  be  plucked  from  the 
verity  thereof,  but  mainly  and  flcdfaftly  abide  in 
the  fame,  even  unto  death,  rage  world,  roar  devil. 
And  this  faith,  O  fweet  Jefu,  increafe  thou  daily 
in  us  more  and  more,  that  at  the  laft,  through  thy 
goodnefs,  we  may  be  made  perfeft  and  ftrong 
men  in  thy  holy  religion,  and  ihew  ourfelves  both 
before  thee  and  the  vv  orld  truly  faithful,  by  bring- 
ing forth  plenty  of  good  woiks  unto  the  glory 
and  honour  of  thy  name:  v.hich  with  God  the 
father,  and  God  thcMoly  Ghoft,  liveft  and  reigneil: 
true  God,  worlds  without  end.  Amen. 
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Judges  xi.  30,  31. 

And  Jeplithah  vowed  a  Fow  unto  the  Lord,  and [aid. 
If  thou  JJialt  vjithout  fail  deliver  the  Children  of 
Amnion  into  mine  hands. 

Then  it  Jliall  be,  that  tvhatfoever  comelh  forth  of  the 
Doors  of  my  Houfe  to  meet  me,  when  I  return  in 
Peace  from  the  Children  of  Ammon,  JJiall  furety 
be  the  Lord^s,  and  I  will  offer  it  up  for  a  Burnt- 
Offering. 

This  vow  has  been  the  fubje£l  of  much  ridi- 
cule ;  it  has  been  reprefented,  as  rafhly  made  and 
immorally  executed,  and  the  fcripture  itfelf  has 
fufTerod  through  the  character  of  Jephthah :  the 
vindication  of  it  alfo  has  been  attended  with  fo 
many  difficulties,  that  an  attempt  to  remove  them 
muft  be  of  fervice  to  religion  ;  and  this  I  ihall 
at  prefent  undertake.  I  lhall  endeavour  to  free  it 
from  the  falfe  interpretations  which  have  been  put 
upon  it,  and  trom  the  objeftions  which  have  been 
made  againft  it.  But  it  is  not  the  whole  hiflory  I 
U  2  lhaU 
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fliall  treat  in  this  manner :  that  would  be  too 
extcnfive  a  defign  for  a  Cnglc  difcourfe.  The 
principal  point  alone  fhall  be  now  confidered, 
namely  Jephthah's  fulfilling  his  vow,  which  I  pur- 
pofe  to  fhew  he  might,  and  did  fulfil  without  fa- 
crificing  his  daughter. 

The  hiftory  has  been  generally  underftood  in 
this  fenfe  :  when  the  men  of  Gilead  had  placed 
Jephthah  at  their  head,  in  order  to  deliver  them 
from  the  children  of  Ammon  ;  he  gathered  to- 
gether his  army,  and  before  he  begun  the  battle 
he  vowed  a  vow  unto  the  Lord,  and  promifed, 
that  if  God  would  profper  him,  he  would  facri- 
fice  whatever  ftiould  firft  meet  him  on  his  return. 
Upon  this  he  begins  the  attack,  and  the  Lord 
delivered  the  Ammonites  into  his  hands,  fo  that 
he  flew  them  with  very  great  flaughter.  By  this 
fuccefs  he  became  obliged  to  a  ftrift  obfervance 
of  his  vow ;  and  it  unfortunately  fo  happened, 
that  as  he  was  returning  to  his  houfe  in  peace, 
his  only  daughter,  not  knowing  of  his  vow,  came 
out  with  joy  to  meet  him.  Hereby  fhe  became 
according  to  his  vow,  the  perfon  to  be  facrificed, 
and  he  did  offer  her  up  for  a  burnt-offering. 

This  is  the  common  interpretation  of  Jephthah's 
vow.  It  has  generally  been  fuppofed  that  his 
daughter  was  facrificed.  An  a£lion  fo  contrary 
to  the  laws  of  God  and  man,  and  fo  inconfiftent 
with  the  good  character,  which  St.  Paul  has  given 
of  Jephthah's  faith,  that  it  is  not  eafy  to  conceive, 

how 


jephthah's  vow.  313 

how  it  came  to  pafs,  that  fuch  an  opinion  was 
ever  entertained  at  all,  much  lefs  how  it  became 
fo  general  ;  efpecially  as  no  hiftorical  paflage  of 
fcripture  has  laid  more  open  to  the  wanton  jefts 
of  the  infidel,  or  is  more  difficult  to  be  explained 
by  the  fober  believer.  From  thefe  difficulties 
which  the  hiftory  now  labours  under,  I  truft,  I 
fliall  be  able  to  free  it  by  (hewing, 

I.  That  the  opinion  of  her  being  facrificcd  is 

expofed  to  fo  many  folid  objeftions,  that 
it  is  not  defenfible,  and 

II.  By  proving  from  the  hiftory  itfelf,  that  (lie 

was  not  facrificed. 
1.  And  the  firft  objeftion  againft  the  hiftory 's 
being  explained  in  the  common  manner  is  this, 
that  Jephthah  could  not  have  facrificed  his  daugh- 
ter, though  he  had  vowed  to  do  it;  becaufe 
human  facrificcs  were  abfolutely  forbidden  by 
the  law  of  MOSES.    And  Jephthah  knew  this 
he  did  not  only  live  in  obedience  to  the  lav.',  but 
was  alfo  at  that  time  the  judge  of  it.  And 
would  he  a£l  contrary  to  his  knowledge  ?  Could 
he  live  in  obedience  to  the  law,  and  yet  difpenfe 
with  the  breach  of  one  duty,  which  Mofes  had 
made  indifpenfable  ?  Or  what  an  unjuft  judge 
would  he  be,  who  ffiould  undertake  to  punifli 
the  offences  of  others,  while  he  himfelf  was  a 
moft  notorious  ofteader  r  Thefe  circumftanccs, 
indeed,  prove,  rather  that  he  ought  not  to  have 
done  it,  than  that  he  did  it  not.  But, 
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2.  When  we  confider  further,  that  the  fame 
Spirit  of  the  Lord  was  upon  Jephthah  at  the 
making  his  vow,  as  was  upon  Mofes  at  the 
writing  of  the  law ;  this  clearly  proves  that  he 
did  it  not :  for  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  could  not 
give  one  law  by  Mofes,  and  another  oppofite  to 
it  by  Jephthah — he  could  not,  whilft  the  firftwas 
ftill  in  force,  dire6t  any  perfon  to  tranfgrefs  it — 
the  infallible  fpirit  of  God  cannot  contradi61  him- 
felf — nor  can  human  facrifices  be  both  lawful  and 
unlawful  at  the  fame  time — fo  that  if  the  fame 
fpirit,  which  fpake  in  Mofes,  direfted  Jephthah 
(as  the  text  exprefsly  fays  he  did)  in  making  his 
vow ;  then  no  doubt  he  did  not  facrifice  his 
daughter.  But 

5.  Further,  fuppofing  he  had  offered  her  up, 
and  pretended  to  be  directed  by  the  fpirit  of  God, 
yet  how  came  it  to  pafs  that  he  was  never  pu- 
nilhed?  To  offer  human  facrifices  was  made  a 
capital  crime  by  the  law,  and  yet  it  is  not  fo  much 
as  hinted,  that  he  fuffered  death  for  what  he  did  ; 
nay,  where  does  it  appear  that  he  was  ever  called 
to  an  account  for  it  ?  And  yet  there  was  fome- 
thing  fo  particular  in  the  offence,  in  the  perfon 
of  the  offender,  and  in  the  time  when  he  offend- 
ed, that  then  the  Jewifh  (late  ought  not  to  have 
over-looked  it  5  and  God,  who  then  prefided 
over  it,  was  in  equity  bound  not  to  fpare  fuch  an 
offender.  And  if  Jephthah  under  thefe  circum- 
(lanccs  was  not  punilhed,  it  is  at  Icaft  probable, 
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that  he  did  not  deferve  punlflimcnt,  wliicli  yet  he 
muft  have  defervcd,  if  he  liad  facrificed  his  daugh- 
ter. And, 

4.  Thcfe  circumftances  are  furtlier  confirmed 
from  the  nature  of  the  aftion,  which  was  cer- 
tainly immoral,  and  fuch  therefore  as  Jephthah 
did  not.  There  is  nothing  in  which  the  general 
fenfe  of  mankind  is  more  agreed,  than  that  every 
man'«  life  is  his  own  property:  This  general 
fenfe  arifes  from  the  natural  principle  of  felf- 
prefervation,  it  comes  confirmed  to  us  by  the 
laws  of  all  free  nations,  and  is  further  ilrength- 
ened  by  the  laws  of  God  :  And  that  a£tion 
which  lliould  break  through  all  thefe  laws  muft 
be  immoral..  But  though  the  aftion  be  immoral, 
yet  perhaps  it  may  be  faid,  was  Jephthah  fuch  a 
man  as  would  not  do  an  immoral  a£tion  ?  St. 
Paul  has  here  provided  us  with  an  anfwer,  which 
fully  clears  up  the  charafter  of  Jephthah  in  this 
particular :  for  the  moft  confiderable  circum- 
ftance  in  the  life  of  this  eminent  judge,  was  the 
hillory  before  us :  this  was  the  moft  material 
aftion  recorded  of  him  in  fcripture,  and  which 
placed  his  character  in  the  moft  confpicuous 
light.  Now  St.  Paul  could  not  form  a  judgment 
of  his  life  and  charadler  without  confidering  this 
his  principal  tranfadion  ;  and  in  the  nth  Chap- 
ter to  the  FJebrcws,  where  he  is  celebrating  the 
praifes  of  thofe  antient  worthies,  who  did  fuch 
great  and  excellent  acts  through  faith,  among 

others 
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others  he  mentions  Jephthah,  and  the  time,  he 
fays,  would  fail,  if  he  (hould  fet  about  praifing 
him,  and  the  other  worthies,  as  they  deferved. 
Such  a  commendation  from  an  apoftle  was  the 
highcft  honour  which  could  be  conferred :  for  praife 
is  ever  judged  of  according  to-thofe  who  give  it, 
and  that  is  the  greateft  praife  which  is  given  by 
them,  who  are  themfelves  the  moft  praife-worthy. 
What  an  high  honour  then  was  it  to  be»com- 
mendcd  by  a  St.  Paul !  certainly  there  could  be 
nothing  immoral  in  the  chara6ler  of  Jephthah 
whom  he  thus  commended,  and  yet  the  princi- 
pal point  of  view  in  which  St.  Paul  confidered 
him,  that  indeed  which  gives  us  the  ftrongeft 
proof  of  his  faith,  was  the  makirjg  his  vow; 
which  if  he  had  fulfilled  by  facnficing  his  daugh- 
ter, it  muft  be  confciTed  v^'^s  an  immoral  a£tion. 
And  therefore  if  Jephthah  could  not  facrifice  his 
daughterwithout  breaking  through  all  thofe  moral 
laws  of  God  and  man,  which  fay,  "Thou  flialt  not 

kill and  if  St.  Paul  when  he  confidered  him 
in  this  light,  could  not  have  recommended  him 
had  the  action  been  immoral ;  then  it  is  evident, 
that  Jephthah  did  nothing  immoral  in  fulfilling 
his  vow,  and  confequently  did  not  facrifice  his 
daughter.  And 

5.  Befides,  when  he  made  his  vow,  he  pro- 
miied  to  fulfil  it  upon  condition,  that  God  would 
profper  him  in  the  undertaking  he  had  in  hand  s 
and  can  it  be  fuppofed  but  that  Jephthah  would 
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word  his  vow  with  fo  much  caution,  as  not  to 
be  obliged  by  it  to  do  an  immoral  aftion  ?  there 
are  ftill  extant  proofs  enow  of  his  great  abilities 
as  well  as  faith,  which  clearly  evince,  that  he 
was  far  from  being  either  rafh  or  weak,  and  yet 
he  mull  have  been  both  to  a  very  great  degree, 
if  he  could  firfl;  have  vowed  to  facrifice  his  daugh- 
ter, or  afterwards  thought  himfelf  obliged  to 
do  it,  becaufe  God  had  given  him  fuccefs  :  in 
either  of  thefe  refpefts  he  muft  have  a£i:ed  out 
of  charaftcr ;  in  the  firft,  without  his  ufual  pru- 
dence, for  which  he  is  recommended  ;  in  the 
latter  without  his  faith,  for  which  he  is  cele- 
brated.   But  ftill, 

'6.  Whatever  Jephthah  was,  yet  God  is  per- 
fect ;  and  how  fliall  we  vindicate  the  divine  per- 
fections, if  he  gave  fuccefs  to  thofe  means,  which 
led  dire6tly  to  an  inm-oral  end  ?  The  Spirit  of 
God  was  upon  Jephthah^  when  he  made  his  vow 
— the  hand  of  God  enabled  him  to  fucceed — 
and  it  was  this  fuccefs  which  obliged  him  to 
perform  his  vow.  In  thefe  inftancos  he  was 
certainly  under  the-  divine  guidance.  And  was 
it  of  God  that  he  vowed  to  facrifice  his  daughter; 
or  could  God  in 'any  fenfe  be  the  means  of  fuch 
at '  facrifice  ?  Thefe  ■  thirtgs  ■  cannot  be.  Far  be 
fuch  proceedings  from  the  All-perfefl:.  His* 
goodnefs,  juftice,  veracity,  nay  every  divine  at- 
tribute forbid  :  us  to  think  of  it.  So  that  if  the 
perfections  of  God  will '  not  fufFer  him  to  coun- 
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tenance  an  immoral  aftiorij  and  if  he  did  coun- 
tenance Jephthah's  vow  by  affifting  him  with  his 
holy  Spirit,  and  by  giving  him  fuccefs,  then  cer- 
tainly the  thing  he  vowed  was  not  immoral,  and 
of  coarfe  he  did  not  facrifice  his  daughter. 

Out  of  many  more  objections  that  might  be 
urged,  let  thefe  fuffice  at  prefent,  as  it  fully  ap- 
pears from  them,  that  the  account  commonly 
given  is  not  rational,  is  inconfiftcnt  with  the 
truth  of  fcripture,  and  contrary  to  the  hiltory  it- 
felf.  Let  us  then  feek  out  for  fome  other  ex- 
planation, which  may  be  fairly  deduced  from 
the  words  themfclves ;  may  be  agreable  to  the 
reafon  of  the  thing,  and  confiftent  with  the  goad 
character  St.  Paul  hath  given  us  of  Jeptithjjh  ; 
and  fuch  an  interpretation  I  fliall  firft  lay  down, 
and  afterwards  endeavour  to  eftablifli,  in  order  to 

II.  Prove  from  the  hiftor)'  itfelf,  that  he  did 
not  facrifice  his  dayghtcr. 

.  The  matter  of  facl  was  this  :  when  the  chil- 
dren of  Ifrael  were  in  great  diftrefs  by  the  in- 
yafion  of  the  Ammonites,  and  had  no  captain 
who  might  lead  them  oujt  to  battle,  the  Lord 
Taifed  up  Jephthah  to  be  their  deliverer ;  and, 
as  it  was  common  in  fuch  cafes  during  the 
£cra  of  the  judges,  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord 
cam.e  upon  him  to  enable  him  to  execute  his 
office.  And  when  he  entered  upon  it,  he  niade 
a  vow  unto  the  Lord,.  "  that  upon  condition  of 
"  fuccefs,  whatever  Ihoiild  meet  him  at  his  doors 
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"  when  he  returned  in  p>2ace,  fliould  EITHliR 
"  be  the  Lord's,  OR  offered  up  for  a  burnt 
"  ofteriiij>-."  This  was  the  vow  '  and  if  it  con- 
fifts  of  two  diftinft  featencc?^,  as  1  lliall  prefently 
fliew  it  does,  then  Jeohthah  will  be  found  to  have 
worded  it  with  much  caution,  that  he  lay 
under  no  obligation  to  facrifice  hii  daughter. 
When  he  returned  and  nici  his  only  child,  the 
hiilory  reprefents  him  under  great  perplexity  3 
but  this  did  not  arife  from  his  concern  to  offer 
her  up  :  there  were  other  reafons.  The  text  it- 
felf  tells  us,  that  it  was  lofmg' all  hopes  of  def- 
cendants,  loiing  the  inheritance,  which  in  de- 
fault of  heirs  went  to  the  neareft  kinfman,  and 
many  other  privileges  which  then  fubfifled 
amon.T;  the  Jews,  but  have  now  ceafed  among 
us,  that  occafioned  his  grief :  for  we  find,  "  that 
"  flie  went  with  her  companions,  and  bewailed 
"  her  virginity  upon  the  mountains.  And  it 
"  came  to  pafs  at  the  end  of  two  months  that 
"  flie  returned  unto  her  father,  who  did  with 
«  her  ACCORDING  TO  HIS  VOW  WHICH 
"  HE  HAD  VOWED  i.  e.  according  to  the 
FIRST  PART  of  the  vow,  he  dedicated  her  unto 
the  Lord,  and  in  confequence  of  fuch  dedica- 
tion flie  continued  the  remainder  of  her  life  a 
virgin  :  for,  AFTER  the  vow  had  been  fulfilled, 
the  text  obferves — "  She  knew  no  man."  Hereby 
the  purpofe  of  the  vow  was  anfwered ;  from 
the  time  that  flie  was  dedicated  unto  the  Lord, 
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file  continued  to  the  end  of  her  days  in  an  un- 
married ftate  :  becaufe,  as  the  vow  happened  to 
fall  upon  her  while  flie  was  in  that  ftate,  flie 
could  not  change  it  without  caufing  her  father 
to  break  his  vow.  This  was  the  fa£t:  whether 
it  can  be  juftified  or  not,  is  another  queftion, 
which  no  ways  concerns  my  prefent  argument. 
It  is  fufficient  for  my  purpofe,  that  the  text 
clearly  afferts,  fhe  was,  according  to  the  words 
of  the  vow,  to  be  dedicated  to  the  Lord — was 
dedicated — at  the  time  of  dedication  was  a  vir- 
gin— continued  fo  fome  years  afterwards — and 
therefore  continued  fo  till  her  death. 

This  was,  indeed,  a  Angular  cafe  :  the  defign 
of  it  was  fo  uncommon,  the  reafons  to  juftify  it 
fo  extraordinary,  that  no  precedents  can  be 
drawn  from  hence  for  rcclufes  of  any  kind  ;  it 
might  eafily  be  fhewn  to  be  a  confutation  ratlier 
of  fuch  pvaftices,  if  that  were  within  the  defign 
of  my  prefent  argument.  But  I  wave  this,  and 
proceed  to  obferve,  that  it  was  in  her  fo  remarka- 
ble an  inftance  of  filial  piety,  fo  evident  a  proof 
of  her.  public-fpiritednefs,  and  love  of  her 
country;  and  thefe  virtues  were  in  her  fo  emi- 
nent, in  her  condition  fo  illuftrious,  that  the 
nation,  in  gratitude  to  her,  made  it  a  law,  fo 
long  as  (lie  lived,  "  for  the  daughters  of  Ifrael  to 
"  go  yearly  to  MAKE  PRESENTS  to  the 
*'  daughter  of  Jephthah,  four  days  in  the  year." 
And  here  certainly  I  need  not  point  out  the  ab- 
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furdity  of  going  year  after  year  to  make  prefchts 
to  a  dead  perfon,  though  the  propriety  of  mak- 
ing them  to  one  in  her  ftate  muft  be  manifeft  to 
every  one. 

This  is  the  true  interpretation  of  the  hiftory  ; 
and  it  is  free  from  all  the  objeftions  to  which  the 
common  opinion  is  expofed.  It  only  remains, 
that  I  fupport  it  by  found  arguments  ;  and  the 
following,  I  truft,  will  appear  to  every  one  fatif- 
faftory.  And, 

I.  The  firft  is  taken  from  the  hiftory  not  men- 
tioning her  being  facrificed ;  and  when  the  hif- 
tory is  thus  fdent,  from  whence  can  it  be  proved 
that  ftie  was  facrificed  ?  If  there  be  any  proof, 
it  muft  be  either  in  the  words  of  the  vow,  or  in 
the  fulfilling  it ;  but  there  is  no  proof  in  them : 
for  there  is  nothing  more  faid  in  the  latter,  than 
that  "  he  did  with  her  ACCORDING  TO  HIS 
"  VOW." — So  that  here  we  are  referred  to  the 
words  of  the  vow,  to  know  what  it  was  he  did 

with  her  ;  and  all  that  Jephthah  vowed  was  

"  If  the  Lord  would  give  him  fuccefs,  whatever 
"  met  him  on  his  return  in  peace,  ftiould  EI- 
"  THER  be  the  Lord's,  OR  he  would  offer  it 
"  up  for  a  burnt-offering."  Here  it  is  plainj^ 
what  he  promifcd  in  thefe  words  confifts  of  two 
parts :  for  what  met  him  and  was  to  be  dedi- 
cated to  the  Lord,  was  one  thing ;  but  what 
met  him  and  was  to  be  facrificed,  was  another: 

and 
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and  it  is  certain  thefe  two  things  are  diftinct. 
Though  every  thing  facrificed  was  dedicated  to 
the  Lord,  yet  every  thing  dedicated  to  the  Lord 
was  not  facrificed.  The  incenfe — aromatics — 
veftments — and  all  the  apparatus  of  the  temple 
■were  dedicated  to  the  Lord  ;  but  yet  none  of 
them  were  facrificed.  The  vow  then  confifts  of 
two  fentences,  which  mean  two  different  things, 
and  which  da  not  follow  in  confequence — 
"  whatever  meets  me  fhall  be  the  Lord's,  AND 
"  I  will  facrifice  it :"  but  the  true  conftruftion 
is,  "  It  fliall  be  the  Lord's,  OR  I  will  facrifice 
it  j"  for  the  particle  ufed  in  the  original,  has  the 
fenfe  of  OR,  and  the  tranflators  have  fo  often 
rendered  it  thus,  and  have  mentioned  it  even 
here  in  the  margin  of  the  bible,  that  no  one  can 
objc£l  to  its  being  fo  interpreted  in  this  place, 
where  the  whole  hiftory  fixes  it  to  this  fenfe. 
As  the  vow  then  confifts  of  two  diftin6l  parts,  it 
would  be  kept  by  obferving  either  of  them--and 
as  one  thing  Jephthah  promifed  mentions  nothing 
about  facrificing  his  daughter — and  as  when  he 
fulfilled  what  he  had  promifed,  it  is  only  faid, 
"  he  did  with  her  according  to  his  vow,"  then 
it  is  evident  that  the  hiftory  is  quite  filent  about 
her  being  facrificed  ;  which  as  clearly  proves,  as 
any  negative  argument  can,  that  llae  was  not  fa- 
crificed. But, 

2.  This  is  ftill  further  evident  from  hence,  that 
though  Jephthah  had  vowed  to  facrifice  whatever 
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creature  fliould  firft  meet  him,  yet  if  a  creature 
had  met  him  which  the  law  forbad  to  be  offered 
up,  'tis  certain  he  could  not  have  offered  it;  and 
how  then  could  he  his  daughter?  If  an  unclean 
creature  had  firfl  met  him,  would  he  have  thought 
himfelf  obliged  by  his  vow  to  offer  it  up,  when 
God  had  forbidden  it  ?  Certainly  he  would  not. 
No  vow  can  lay  a  man  under  any  obligation  to 
tranfgrefs  the  laws  of  God. 

What  then  w^as  to  be  done  in  this  cafe  ?  The 
law  itfelf  had  provided  a  remedy.  As  the  un- 
clean creature  could  not  be  facrificed,  it  was  to 
be  ranfomed,  and  another  allowed  of  for  facri- 
fice  was  to  be  offered  up  in  its  ftead :  and  why 
ought  not  this  rule  to  take  place  in  the  cafe  of 
Jephthah  ?  The  fame  law,  which  forbad  offering 
up  an  unclean  creature,  forbad  human  facrifices. 
If  a  vow  fliould  fall  upon  an  unclean  creature,  it 
was  to  be  ranfomcd— if  it  fliould  fall  upon  an 
human  creature,  it  was  alfo  to  be  ranfomed — 
and  God  promifed  to  accept  of  one  in  place  of 
the  other.  As  I  lay  great  ftrefs  upon  this  argu- 
ment, and  would  have  it  carefully  confidered. 
I  muft  refer  to  the  27th  chapter  of  Leviticus, 
where  this  point  is  fully  treated  of.  Now  Jeph- 
thah mufi  have  read  this  chapter.  He  could  not 
but  know  that  this  was  the  rule  prefcribed  in  the 
law  of  Mofes,  and  therefore  though  he  had 
vowed  to  facriiice  whatever  creature  fliould  firft 
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meet  him,  yet  he  was  not  obliged  by  this  vow  to 
facrifice  his  daughter ;  becaufe  by  the  law  flie 
was  to  be  ranfomed  :  and  this  eminent  judge 
could  not  be  ignorant,  that  it  was  lawful  to  ran- 
fom  her,  and  abfolutely  unlawful  not  to  do  it. 
So  that,  put  the  cafe  either  way,  the  point  is 
clear:  either  her  father  did  include  her  In  his 
vow,  or  he  did  not— If  he  did,  then  flie  was  to 
be  ranfomed— and  if  he  did  not,  then  flie  could 
not  be  facrificed.  And  therefore  this  is  another 
ftrong  negative  argument  that  fhe  was  not  made 
a  burnt-offering.  But. 

3.  The  evidence  does  not  reft  here.  There 
are  other  arguments,  which  clearly  prove  that 
flie  was  alive  after  her  father  had  fulfilled  his 
vow,  and  therefore  of  courfe  fhe  could  not  be 
facrificed:  for  the  facred  hiftorian  obferves,  as  a 
confequence  of  the  vow's  being  fulfilled — as  what 
followed  upon  her  entering  into  it,  that  fhe  con- 
tinued a  virgin  all  the  reft  of  her  life — "  Her 
"  father  did  with  her  according  to  his  vow : 
"  AND  SHE  KNEW  NO  MAN."  But  when? 
After  flie  was  facrificed  No.  This  remark 
would  have  been  abfurd,  when  flie  was  dead ; 
whereas  being  a  defcription  of  her  after  the 
vow  was  fulfilled,  it  muft  defcribe  fome  ftate  or 
condition  flie  was  in,  even  after  the  completion 
of  the  vow  and  in  confequence  of  it— and  this 
was  her  being  or  continuing  afterwards  a  virgin. 

Jephthah, 
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Jephthah,  as  I  before  obferved,  was  not  obliged 
by  his  vow  to  facrifice  her — his  vow  would  be 
kept  by  dedicating  her  to  the  Lord — he  did  de- 
dicate her — after  fhe  was  dedicated,  the  facred 
hiftorian  remarks,  that  f!ie  remained  a  virgin- 
can  any  thing  be  more  plain  or  felf-cvident,  than 
that  flie,  who  remained  a  virgin,  was  alfo  alive  ? 
Could  flie  with  any  propriety  be  faid  to  be  the 
one  without  being  the  other  ?  Nay,  if  he  had 
written  purpofely  to  prove  her  alive,  could  he 

have  brought  any  ftronger  proof  than  this  

"  That  from  the  day  of  her  dedication  flie  con- 
"  tinued  a  virgin."  This,  therefore,  I  look 
upon  as  a  pofitive  argument,  taken  from  the 
hiftory  itfelf,  for  her  not  having  been  facrificed. 
But 

4.  The  hiftory  proceeds  further,  and  afferts 
that  flie  was  alive  at  leafl;  fome  years  after  the 
vow  was  fulfilled.  The  words  are — "  And  it 
"  was  a  LAW  in  Ifrael,  that  the  daughters  of 
"  Ifrael  went  yearly  (to  lament  as  it  is  ren- 
dered, or  as  it  is  in  the  original)  to  MAKE 
"  PRESENTS  to  the  daughter  of  Jephthah  the 
"  Gileadite  four  days  in  a  year."  How  the 
tranflators  happened  to  miflake  this  paflage, 
is  not  eafily  to  be  conceived :  for  the  word, 
which  they  here  render  lament,  and  which 
fignifies  to  make  prefents,  they  have  given 
the  true  idea  of,  in  every  paflage  bat  this 
and  another.    They  have  tranflated  it  bv  thefe 
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three  words,  reward,  hire,  gift.  The  ufe  of  it 
is  very  remarkable  in  the  Ixviiith  Pfalm,  l8th 
verfe,  "  Thou  art  gone  up  on  high,  thou  haft 
"  led  captivity  captive,  thou  haft  received 
"  GIFTS  for  men."  Here  they  have  rendered 
the  fame  word  GIFTS,  which  they  have  in  the 
paffagc  above  made  to  fignify  lament.  And 
gifts  it  does  fignify-T  have  their  own  ufage  and 
authority  to  fay  it  does—and,  what  is  more,  the 
authority  of  dll  the  Lexicographers.  To  make 
prefents  is,  therefore,  the  meaning  of  it  in  this 
place,  and  when  thefe  prefents  were  made  to 
her,  flic  could  not  be  dead.  When  the  daugh- 
ters of  Ifrael  went  according  to  the  laws  of  the 
land  four  days  in  the  year  to  vifit  her,  flic  muft 
be  alive.  She  was  a  reclufe  dedicated — there- 
fore alive.  The  nature  of  the  prefents,  which 
they  carried,  fliew,  that  flie  was  alive.  The 
intention  of  making  them  proves  as  much.  So 
does  the  fctting  apart  four  days  in  a  year  to 
make  them.  The  very  thing  fpeaks  itfclf—She 
received  thefe  prefents — therefore  was  not  dead: 
and  belides,  by  the  law  of  Mofes  it  was  a  crime 
to  make  them  to  the  dead.  And  further,  it  was 
provided  by  a  law,  that  thefe  prefents  fliould  be 
made  her  yearly — but  this  law  was  contrary  to 
the  law  of  Mofcs,  if  the  had  been  dead  ;  and 
vet  no  cenfare  is  pailed  upon  it—  therefore  flie 
was  living.  And  when  thefe  circumftances  are 
confidered  together,  what  further  evidence  would 
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iiny  perfon  require  than  this  ?  Tliat  flie  could 
not  be  dead,  who  was  vifited  four  days  in  every 
year  by  the  daughters  of  Ifrael,  and  had  then 
fuch  prefents  made  her,  as  none  could  receive, 
but  one,  who  was  living. 

5.  And  what  greatly  ftrengthens  all  thcfe  ar- 
guments, what  demonftrates  that  flie  was  alive 
long  after  the  vow  was  fulfilled,  is  a  proof  taken 
from  the  facred  hiftorian's  obferving  "  that  flie 
"  RECEIVED  thefe  prefents.  Four  days  in 
"  every  year  the  daughters  of  Ifrael  made  their 
"  prefents  TO  the  daughter  of  Jephthah"— they 
made  them  for  HER  USE  AND  BENEFIT: 
the  particle  ufed  in  the  original  does  not  only 
denote  the  dative  cafe  TO — TO  the  daughter  of 
Jepthah;  but  frequently  exprefles  fomething 
further.  When  fpoken  of  two  things,  where 
one  is  faid  to  aft  upon  the  other,  it  denotes,  that 
one  was  the  caufe  of  the  other,  and  produced 
whatever  aftion  or  condition  the  writer  was 
then  treating  of :  in  this  fenfe  it  is  moft  elegant'y 
ufed  in  the  firft  chapter  of  Genefis.  When  fpo- 
ken of  perfons,  where  one  is  doing  fomething 
to  another,  it  often  denotes  that  one  did  the 
aftion  for  the  ufe  and  benefit  of  the  other.  This 
is  a  well-known  idiom  of  the  facred  tongue;  and 
the  literal  fenfe  of  the  word,  as  well  as  the  fcope 
of  the  hiftory,  require  that  in  the  pailage  before 
us  it  fliould  be  thus  underftood.  The  phrafe 
therefore  exprelTes  that  the  daughters  of  Ifrael 
X  2  made 
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made  their  prefcnts  "  for  the  ufe  and  benefit  of 
"  Jephthah's  daughter."  For  the  ufe  of  one  who 
was  facrificed  ?  For  the  bene6t  of  one  who  was 
dead?  Could  this  poffibly  be  ?  Certainly  there 
can  be  no  greater  abfurdity.  The  dead  are  out 
of  the  reach  of  our  good  offices  :  but  fhe  fliared 
in  them — prefents  were  made  TO  her,  therefore 
file  muft  have  received  them — they  were  made 
for  her  ufe  and  benefit,  therefore  flie  was  fenfi- 
ble  of  them — She  received  them,  and  was  fenfi- 
ble  of  them  for  fome  years  after  the  vow  was 
fulfilled,  therefore  was  for  fome  years  after  alive, 
and  of  courfe  was  not  facrificed. 

If  this  argument  required  any  thing  to  add  to 
its  clearnefs  and  conviction,  I  might  fupport  it 
by  other  authorities ;  but  it  feems  to  me  unde- 
niably conclufive.  I  fhall  only  mention  by  way 
of  illuftration  two  hiftorical  paflages  of  heathen 
writers,  in  tlic  grand  lineaments  of  which  there 
is  fo  great  a  refemblance  of  the  prefent  hiftory, 
that  I  doubt  not  they  took  their  origin  from 
lience  ;  I  mean  the  vows  of  Agamemnon  and 
Idomeneus.  Their  cafes  were  almoft  the  fame 
as  Jephthah's.  A  parallel  might  eafily  be  drawn 
between  them  to  fhevv  this ;  and  if  it  could  be 
proved  (with  fome  degree  of  probability  I  think 
it  might^  that  both  of  them  took  their  rife  from 
his  hiftory,  it  would  ftrengthen  the  interpreta- 
tion I  have  now  given  of  it :  becaufe  if  thefe 
were  borrowed  from  it,  and  tradition  had  pre- 
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ferved  perfe£t  the  chief  marks  of  likcncfs,  this 
would  be  a  probable  reafon  that  Jephthah's 
daughter  was  not  facrificed.  Neither  of  their 
daughters  were  offered  up,  though  they  were  in 
parallel  circumflances  with  his  ;  and  'tis  likely 
the  tradition  of  her  being  faved  v\'as  thx  foun- 
dation of  their  hiftorics  being  fo  rcprcfented. 
And, 

What  tends  ftrongly  to  confirm  the  opinion, 
that  thefc  hiftories  were  derived  from  Jephthah's 
vow,  is  an  inftance  of  the  fame  fort  of  prefents 
being  ottered  to  certain  reclufes  in  the  heathen 
world;  and  it  will  be  very  difficult  to  affign  any 
fatisfadory  reafons  for  the  origin  of  fuch  a  cere- 
mony, unlefs  we  trace  it  up  to  the  days  of 
Jephthah.  It  was  in  all  appearance  a  corrup- 
tion of  his  hiftory.  Men  retained  the  knowledge 
of  the  faft,  after  they  had  forgot  the  reafons 
upon  which  he  a6led,  and  this  led  them  to  en- 
graft on  it  numerous  errors.  The  praftice  of 
dedicating  reclufes  without  any  obligation  or 
neceflity,  muft,  I  think,  have  had  its  original  from 
hence.  It  took  its  rife  from  a  grofs  miftake  of 
this  hiftory.  It  could  not  come  into  the  heathen 
world  from  reafon — it  was  unreafonable  ;  nor 
from  nature — it  was  unnatural :  there  mufi:  have 
been  fome  authority  which  at  firil  feemed  to 
countenance  fuch  a  practice  ;  and  by  length  of 
time,  and  the  corruptions  of  mankind,  the  cafe 
pf  Jephthah  might  be  fo  much  miftaken,  as  to 

be 
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be  made  a  precedent  for  that  very  error,  of 
which  it  is  a  moft  clear  confutation.  Now  if 
this  cuftom  among  the  Heathens  came  from 
Jephthah,  it  will  greatly  eftablilh  the  interpre- 
tation of  the  text.  This  it  will  prove  at  lead, 
tbat  they  who  were  dedicated,  were  not  facri- 
ficed ;  and  that  they,  who  received  certain  pre- 
fents  by  virtue  of  fuch  dedication,  were  indifpu- 
tably  alive.  The  Heathens  made  the  fame  pre- 
fents  to  their  reclufes,  as  the  daughters  of  Ifrael 
did  in  the  cafe  before  us.  This  is  abundantly 
evident  from  their  own  writers.  And  for  what 
reafon  fhould  they  thus  agree  in  this  ceremony, 
unlefs  it  had  been  derived  froni  one  common 
caufe  ^  And  fo  far  as  this  is  probable,  it  muft 
be  admitted,  that  if  the  Heathens  offered  thefe 
prefents  to  none  but  them  who  were  alive,  then 
Ihe  who  received  the  fame  prefents  was  alfo 
alive. 

I  might  have  been  more  copious  upon  thefe 
arguments,  but  they  feemed  to  me  fo  plain  and 
conclufivc,  that  they  needed  not  be  further  in- 
fifted  on  :  and  now  the  cafe  hath  been  fairly 
dated,  I  leave  it  to  every  impartial  man  to  de- 
termine on  which  fide  the  truth  prevails.  The 
common-received  opinion  was,  that  Jephthah, 
according  to  his  vow,  facrificed  his  daughter, 
but  this  opinion  I  fliewed  vi'as  not  defenfible  : 
becaufe  human  facrifices  were  forbidden  by  the 
law  of  Mofes,  and  Jephthah  did  not  tranfgrefs 
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this  law;  for  he  was  direfted  by  the  Spirit  of 
God  in  making  his  vow — he  was  never  puniflied 
for  it — he  is  commended  for  it  by  St.  Paul — and 
had  fuccefs  in  confetiLience  of  it.  And  if  the 
common  opinion  cannot  be  fupported  againfl 
thefe  objeftions,  much  lefs  agaur!!  the  arguments 
brought  to  prove  that  Ihe  was  not  facrificed — 
the  hiftorian  has  neither  included  her  in  the  vow, 
nor  in  the  fulfilling  it — and  if  flie  had  been  in- 
cluded, the  law  had  provided  a  ranfoni,  whereby 
the  vow  would  be  kept,  and  Ihe  not  made  a 
burnt-offering.  From  thefe  negative  arguments 
I  endeavoured  to  eftablifli  the  true  interpretation, 
which  was  fettled  beyond  all  doubt  from  certain 
palfagcs  in  the  hiftory,  which  gave  her  the  attri- 
butes of  a  living  perfon  fome  years  after  her 
father  had  fulfilled  his  vow:  and  I  think  no  truth 
can  be  more  evident  than  this,  that  flie  could 
not  be  facrificed  and  dead,  who  ftill  had  the 
attributes  of  a  living  perfon. 

Thus  is  the  chara61er  of  Jephthah  vindicated, 
and  neither  raflmefs  nor  immorality  entered  into 
the  making  of  his  vow,  or  the  fulfilling  it :  but 
this  eminent  judge  appears  to  be  dillinguiHied 
for  his  faith  and  other  virtues.  The  fcripturc 
alfo  is  cleared  in  this  particular,  and  reconciled 
to  reafon  and  commoji  fenfe  :  and  this  hiftorical 
paffage  was  recorded,  as  all  fcrij^iture  was,  that 
the  man  of  God  might  be  pcrfca  thoroughly 
furniOied  to  every  good  work. 
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O  ye  dry  bones,  hear  the  word  of  the  Lord. 

i\LL  our  ideas  of  fpiritual  objefts  are  com- 
parative, taken  from  matter,  and  carried  up  to 
fpirit.  In  our  prefent  ftate  we  have  no  know- 
ledge but  what  is  firft  fenfible,  but  what  comes 
into  the  mind  from  fome  of  the  fenfes,  and  is 
borrowed  from  objects  upon  which  they  can 
make  their  obfervation.  This  is  at  prefent  a 
received  truth  among  the  learned.  Happy  for 
us  that  it  is  received,  bccaufe  fcripture  know- 
ledge is  conveyed  in  this  manner.  God  ac- 
commodates his  inftruftion  to  our  capacities: 
he  makes  ufe  of  outward  and  fenfible  objccls 
to  explain  inward  and  fpiritual  :  he  applies  the 
book  of  nature  to  illuftrate  the  book  of  grace, 
thus  bringing  heavenly  things  down  to  the  level 
of  our  underftandings,  and  fetting  them  (as  it 
were)  before  our  eyes  by  their  natural  pi£lares 
and  juft  fimilitudes. 

The 
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Tl:e  very  language  of  the  Old  Teftament 
Is  of  this  nature.  Every  word  flands  for  fome 
fenfible  object,  and  from  thence  raifes  the  idea  of 
fonie  corrcf[)ondent  fphitual  objett.  Since  this 
is  the  genius  of  the  Hebrew  tongue,  it  is  not  to 
be  wondered,  that  it  fliould  fo  much  abound 
with  wiiat  fome  call  figures  and  metaphors ; 
thcfe  are  not  the  ornaments  of  language,  or 
beauties  of  diftion,  as  it  hath  been  fuppofedj 
but  they  are  of  the  eiTence  of  the  facred  tongue  : 
neither  is  this  method  of  ufing  natural  obje£ts 
to  give  us  ideas  of  fpiritual  the  oriental  way  of 
writing,  as  we  have  been  told,  as  if  it  delighted 
in  bold  figures  and  lofty  metaphors ;  but  it  is 
the  method  of  i:;flru£lion,  which  man's  prefent 
fiate  renders  necefl'ary.  While  we  are  here  in  the 
body,  we  have  no  means  of  difcovcring  fpiritual 
objefts  but  by  divine  teaching.  God  informs 
us,  that  fuch  an  objeft  in  the  natural  world 
fiands  for,  and  is  the  perfeft  reprefentation  of 
fuch  an  object  in  the  fpiritual  world  5  and  this 
kind  of  information  he  has  given  us  in  every 
tiebrew  word  :  like  a  parable,  it  teaches  and 
illufirates  heavenly  things  under  the  expreflive 
figures  of  earthly.  And  while  men  were  accu- 
ftomed  to  this  method  of  inftrutlion  by  the  very 
nature  of  their  language,  one  might  expefl:  it 
would  run  alfo  into  their  compofitions  :  which 
we  find  from  faft  that  it  has.  The  Old  Tefta- 
ment, the  prophetical  writings  efpecially,  abound 

with 
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with  natural  images  ;  and  the  great  prophet  of 
the  New  Teftament  made  fuch  ufe  of  them,  that 
without  a  parable  fpake  he  not  unto  the  people. 
Wherever  he  was,  the  objefls  before  him  gave 
him  an  opportunity  to  fpiritualize  them — And 
this  application  of  material  things  to  illuftrate 
fpiritual,  is  what  the  fcripture  calls  a  parable. 
Of  this  kind  are  the  words  of  the  text.  They 
are  a  parable  in  which  the  all-wife  fpirit  teaches 
us  the  things  of  God,  by  comparing  them  to 
material  and  outward  objefts.  The  lelfon  he 
would  teach  us  is  of  eternal  moment  5  and 
may  the  Lord  God  take  the  veil  off  all  your 
hearts  while  I  am  explaining  this  part  of  the 
Old  Tcfiament.  ^lay  he  give  you.  to  undcr- 
ftand  it,  and  to  profit  from  it,  and  to  experience 
the  truth  of  the  whole  parable  in  your  own 
fouls. 

The  prophet  gives  us  the  literal  fcnfe  in  thefe 
words.  The  hand  of  the  Lord  was  upon  me, 
"  and  carried  mc  out  in  the  fpirit  of  the  Lord, 
"  and  fet  me  down  in  the  midft  of  the  valley, 
"  which  was  full  of  bones.  And  caufcd  me  to 
"  pafs  by  them  round  about,  and  behold  there 
"  were  very  many  in  the  open  valley,  and  lo, 
"  they  were  very  dry.  And  he  faid  unto  me, 
"  fon  of  man,  Can  thefe  bones  live  ?  And  I 
"  anfwered,  O  Lord  God  thou  knoweft.  And 
"  again  he  faid  unto  me,  prophecy  upon  thefe 

bones,  and  fay  unto  them,  O  ye  dry  bones, 

"  hear 
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**  hear  the  word  of  the  Lord.  Thus  faith  the 
"  Lord  God,  unto  thefe  bones,  behold  I  will 
"  caufe  breath  to  enter  into  you,  and  ye  fliall 
"  live.  And  I  will  lay  finews  upon  you,  and 
"  will  bring  up  flefli  upon  you,  and  cover  you 
"  with  fkin,  and  put  breath  in  you,  and  ye  ftiall 
"  live,  and  ye  fhall  know  that  I  am  the  Lord. 
"  So  I  prophecied,  as  I  was  commanded,  and 
"  as  I  prophecied,  there  was  a  noife,  and  be- 
"  hold  a  fliaking,  and  the  bones  came  together 
"  bone  to  his  bone.  And  when  I  beheld,  la 
"  the  finews  and  the  fiefti  came  up  upon  them, 
"  and  the  ficin  covered  them  above,  but  there 
"  was  no  breath  in  them.  Then  faid  he  unto 
"  me,  prophecy  unto  the  wind,  prophecy,  fon 
"  of  man,  and  fay  to  the  wind,  thus  faith  the 
"  Lord  God,  come  from  the  four  winds,  O 
"  breath,  and  breathe  upon  thcfe  flain,  that  they 
"  may  live.  So  I  prophecied  as  he  Commanded 
"  me,  and  the  breath  came  into  them,  and  they 
"  lived,  and  ftood  up  upon  their  feet  an  exceed- 
"  ^"S  great  army." 

Now  what  inftruttion  are  we  to  receive  from 
this  fcripture.  It  was  certainly  applicable  to 
the  ftatc  of  the  Jewifli  church,  Avhich  was  then 
deprived  of  all  its  ordinances.  It  was  carried 
away  captive  into  Babylon,  where  it  had  neither 
a  temple  nor  the  prefence  of  God,  neither  an 
ofiiciating  prieft,  nor  a  facrifice,  and  w  as  as  void 
ef  fpiritual  life  as  thefe  dry  bones  were  of  ani- 
mal 
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mal  life--To  the  church  in  this  ftate  the  appli- 
cation is  made — God  himfelf  makes  this  ufe  of 
it.  "  Then  he  faid  unto  me,  Son  of  man,  thefe 
"  bones  are  the  whole  houfe  of  Ifrael :  behold, 
"  they  fay.  Our  bones  are  dried,  and  our  hope 
"  is  loft,  we  are  cut  off  for  our  parts  :  there- 
"  fore  prophecy  and  fay  unto  them.  Thus  faith 
"  the  Lord  God,  Behold,  O  my  people,  I  will 

open  your  graves,  and  caufe  you  to  come  up 
"  out  of  your  graves,  and  bring  you  into  the 
"  land  of  Ifrael,  and  ye  fliall  know  that  I  am 
"  the  Lord,  when  I  have  opened  your  graves, 
"  O  my  people,  and  brought  you  up  out  of 
"  your  graves,  and  fhall  put  my  fpirit  in  you, 
"  and  ye  fhall  live,  and  I  fliall  place  you  in  your 
"  own  land,  then  ye  fliall  know  that  I  the 
"  Lord  have  fpoken  it  and  performed  it,  faith 
"  the  Lord." 

In  this  fenfe  the  fcripture  was  then  fulfilled, 
when  God  did  bring  the  Jews  from  their  graves : 
he  placed  them  in  their  own  land,  and  reftored 
the  life  of  their  civil  and  ecclefiaftical  policy. 
He  performed  what  he  had  fpoken,  and  they 
knew  that  he  was  the  Lord  their  God.  But  is 
this  the  full  fenfe  and  meaning  of  the  parable  ? 
Are  we  to  underftand  nothing  more  by  it,  than 
this  outward  completion  ?  Are  we  to  reft  here  ? 
By  no  means.  It  is  of  more  general  ufe  and  in- 
ftruftion.    We  may  all  receive  profit  from  it. 

Vol.  IV.  Y  as 
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as  I  hope  the  following  reafons  will  convince 
you.  And, 

Firft,  We  are  affured  by  the  apoftle,  that  "  no 
"  fcripture  is  of  private  interpretation."  It  was 
all  written  for  the  general  ufe  of  the  church  of 
Chriil:,  in  all  times  and  circumftances,  there- 
fore we  may  not  yet  reft  in  the  private  inter- 
pretation of  this  parable,  applicable  to  the 
Jewifli  church  in  the  Babylonifh  bondage,  but 
we  muft  look  out  for  a  more  extcnfive  fenfe,  ap- 
plicable to  the  catholic  church  of  Chrift  :  For 

Secondly,  We  othcrwife  get  no  farther  than 
the  literal  fenfe.  It  was  a  matter  of  faft,  that 
God  did  bring  the  Jev.-s  after  70  years  bondage 
up  again  to  their  own  land.  This  is  the  letter 
of  the  parable.  But  the  apoftle  forbids  us  to 
reft  here.  We  muft  feek  for  the  fpiritual  fenfe  ; 
"  Becaufe  the  letter,"  he  fays,  "  killeth,  but  the 
"  fpirit  giveth  life."  And  that  we  may  and  mpft 
attain  the  fpiritual,  which  is  the  life-giving  fenfe, 
he  exprefly  teaches  us,  when  he  declares 

Thirdly,  That  God's  outward  dealings  with 
the  Jewifli  church  were  a  type  and  figure  of  his 
fpiritual  dealings  with  the  chriftian  church.  For 
thus  he  fays,  i  Cor.  x.  11.  "  That  all  thefe  things 
"  happened  unto  them  for  examples,  and  they 
"  are  written  for  our  admonition."  Among  the 
reft,  what  happened  to  them  in  the  Babylonifli 
captivity  was  for  an  example  to  us,  and  this 
2  parable 
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parable  treating  of  their  ftate  under  it,  and  of 
their  dehverance  from  it,  was  written  for  our 
admonition,  and  is  to  have  its  completion  in  us 
fpiritually,  as  it  had  in  them  bodily. 

Thefe  arguments  may  fuffice  to  prove,  that 
this  parable  cannot  be  of  a  private  interpretation. 
It  has  a  fpiritual  as  well  as  a  literal  fenfe,  which 
belongs  to  us,  which  is  to  fet  before  us  an  ex- 
ample, that  we  are  to  follow,  and  from  which 
we  are  to  receive  admonition  and  inftru6tions  to 
our  fouls.  And  it  fets  before  our  eyes  fome  of 
the  great  truths  of  the  gofpel  in  a  moft  ftriking 
light.  We  have  here  an  aifefting  reprefenta- 
tion  of  our  loft  and  dead  ftate,  vv^hile  we  are  in 
the  bondage  of  fin,  and  of  our  happy  revival  to 
newnefs  of  life,  when  we  are  born  again  of  the 
fpirit  of  God.  Thefe  arc  the  great  out-lines  of 
the  parable,  which  may  the  divine  grace  deeply 
imprefs  upon  all  your  hearts,  while  I  am  giving 
you  a  fliort  paraphrafe  upon  the  words,  aiid  then 
applying  them  as  God  fliall  enable  me  to  each  of 
your  confciences. 

The  prophet  begins  with  informing  us,  that  it 
was  the  eternal  Spirit  who  flievved  him  this  vifion. 
"  The  hand  of  the  Lord  (the  power  of  Jehovah) 
"  Vv'as  upon  me,  and  carried  me  in  the  fpirit  of 
"  the  Lord,  and  fet  me  down  in  the  midft  of  the 
"  valley,  which  was  full  of  bones,"  even  in  the 
midft  of  the  valley  of  the  fliadow  of  death, 
where  I  faw  fin  and  corruption  reigning,  and 
Y  2  where 
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where  I  beheld  the  fouls  of  men  as  dead  in  tref- 
paffes  and  fins,  as  dead  to  God  and  to  the  things 
of  fpiritual  and  divine  life,  as  dry  and  dead 
bones  arc  to  the  offices  of  animal  life.  When 
the  fcripture  fpeaks  thus  of  the  death  of  the 
foul,  the  idea  is  evidently  taken  from  the  death 
of  the  body :  for  as  the  body,  when  it  dies, 
ceafes  to  be  aftuated  by  the  natural  agents 
which  carry  on  animal  life ;  fo  the  foul,  when 
it  dies,  ceafes  to  be  aftuated  by  the  divine 
agents,  which  cairy  on  fpiritual  life.  But  this 
fpiritual  death  does  not  imply  any  difTolution  or 
abfolute  infenfibility  ;  it  only  fignifies,  that  the 
finful  foul  is  cut  off  from  all  communion  with 
God,  who  is  the  fountain  of  life ;  it  is  alienated 
from  the  life  of  God,  and  has  loft  its  life  of  hap- 
pinefs  in  him,  being  now  dead  to  his  grace,  as 
it  may,  ere  long,  be  dead  to  his  glory.  And 
what  then  could  be  a  more  proper  reprefenta- 
tion  of  a  foul  thus  dead  in  fm,  than  a  body  dead 
in  the  grave  ?  And  what  could  paint  in  ftron- 
ger  colours  the  exceeding  deadnefs  of  a  fmful 
foul,  than  the  exceeding  drynefs  of  the  bones 
of  a  dead  body  ?  Under  the  death  of  the  out- 
ward man  the  prophet  was  made  to  fee  the 
death  of  the  inward  man.  The  fpirit  of  the 
Lord  gave  him  a  full  view  of  thefe  fouls  dead 
in  fm  :  "  For  he  caufed  me,"  fays  he,  "  to  pafs 
"  by  them  round  about,  to  go  all  round  them, 
"  and  behold  there  were  very  many  upon  the 

"  face 
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"  face  of  the  valley,  and  lo  they  were  very  dry 
their  number  was  very  great,  and  their  condition 
was  very  dead  ;  they  had  fo  long,  fo  entirely  loft 
all  fpiritual  life,  that  the  bones  of  dead  men, 
from  which  the  flelh  is  worn  quite  off,  and 
which  are  become  exceeding  dry,  were  not  far- 
ther removed  from  life,  than  the  fouls  thus  dead 
in  trefpaffes  and  fins.    After  the  prophet  had 
gone  all  round  them,    "  The  Lord  faid  unto 
"  him.  Son  of  man,  can  thefe  bones  live  ?  Is 
"  there  any  power  that  is  able  to  quicken  them 
"  to  newnefs  of  life  ?     And  I  anfwered,  O 
"  Lord  God,  thou  knoweft" — Thou  only  know- 
eft,  what  power  is  requifite  to  raife  a  foul  dead 
in  fin.    All  the  powers  in  nature  I  am  certain 
cannot  do  it.    They  can  no  more  give  life  to  a 
dead  foul,  than  they  can  raife  the  bones  of  a 
dead  man  to  life.    Although  this  was  the  pro- 
phet's opinion,  yet  the  Lord  faid  unto  him, 
"  Prophecy  unto  thefe   bones,  and  fay  unto 
"  them,  O  ye  dry  bones,  hear  the  word  of  the 
"  Lord.    Thus  faith  the  Lord  God,  Behold  I 
"  will  lay  finews  upon  you,  and  will  bring  up 
"  fled)  upon  you,  and  cover  you  with  Ikin,  and 
"  put  breath  in  you,  and  ye  fliall  live,  and  ye 
"  lhall  know  that  I  am  the  Lord.    So  I  pro- 
"  phecied  as  I  was  commanded."    He  did  not 
confult  carnal  reafon  which  would  have  fliewed 
him  the  abfurdity  of  doing  what  God  command- 
ed ;  but  he  inftantly  obeyed,  and  began  preach- 
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ing  to  the  dry  bones,  and  calling  upon  them  to 
hear  the  word  of  the  Lord.  Would  not  fome 
of  you,  my  brethren,  have  taken  him  to  be  quite 
difordered  in  his  head,  if  you  had  feen  him 
preaching  in  a  church-yard  to  a  great  number 
of  dead  dry  bones?  Would  not  you  have 
thought  Ezekiel  as  mad  as  any  of  our  modern 
enthuriafts  ?  For  men  reproach  and  ridicule  the 
minifiers  of  the  gofpel  for  doing  the  very  fame 
thing  that  he  did.  We  are  reckoned  vifionaries 
and  madmen,  and  what  not,  becaufe  after  his  ex- 
ample we  preach  the  word  of  the  Lord  to  the 
dead,  When  w'e  tell  finners,  that  they  are  all 
dead,  dead  to  God,  dead  to  grace,  and  may 
foon  die  to  glory  ;  and  when  we  call  upon  them 
in  the  name  of  the  Lord  to  awake  from  the  dead 
fleep  of  fin,  that  Chrift  may  give  them  life, 
then  they  may  mock  and  ridicule.  The  fame 
men  would  have  made  as  great  a  jeft  cf  the 
prophet,  if  they  had  feen  him  preaching  to  a 
congregation  of  dry  bones.  But  he  preached  as 
he  was  commanded,  and  fo  do  we.  Lord  grant 
the  fuccefs  may  be  the  fame.  The  blcfTcd  Jefus 
fends  us  to  preach  the  word  to  dry  bones,  and 
we  obey.  He  fends  us  out  in  his  nam.e,  with 
his  commiffion,  and  in  his  ftrength,  and  pro- 
mifes  to  be  with  us  by  his  Spirit.  We  (hould 
be  enthufialis  .indeed,  if  we  thought  ourfelves 
able  to  awaken  one  dead  finner  without  the 
effeaual  working  of  his  power.     We  know, 

that 
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that  it  is  he  who  worketh  in  us  and  by  us : 
for  without  him  we  can  do  nothing :  and  there- 
fore let  men  reproach  us  for  doing  his  work. 
We  will  go  on,  pitying,  and  praying  for  them, 
and  the  more  they  reproach  us,  the  more  we 
will  preach,  and  the  more  earneftly,  fo  the  dead 
in  fm — And  who  knows  but  as  the  work  is 
God's,  he  may  fpeak  to  the  inward  ears  of  the 
foul,  while  we  are  fpeaking  to  the  outward  ears 
of  the  body,  and  bid  the  finner  awake  and  live. 
Glory  be  to  his  holy  name,  for  that  he  often  ac- 
companies this  fooliflinefs  of  preaching  with  his 
divine  power.  Thanks  be  to  him  for  fetting  his 
feal  to  the  truth  of  our  words,  by  awakening 
the  dead  through  our  weak  miniftry.  O  that 
his  good  fpirit  may  now  feal  the  word,  and  by 
his  blclling  fulfil  what  follows  in  the  parable— 
"  So  I  prophecied  as  I  was  commanded,  and 
"  as  I  prophecied  there  was  a  noife,"  in  the 
Hebrew  a  voice,  namely,  the  voice  of  God. 
The  prophet  was  fpeaking,  and  to  fay  that  there 
was  a  voice  while  he  was  fpeaking  would  be 
mere  tautology,  and  unmeaning  repetition,  if 
we  apply  it  to  him.  But  if  while  he  fpake  the 
power  of  the  Lord  was  prefent,  then  the  drieft 
bones  would  hear ;  and  if  while  we  addrefs  our- 
felves  to  the  outward  ears  the  voice  of  God  car- 
ries the  found  at  the  fame  time  to  the  heart, 
then  even  the  dead  hear"  this  almighty  voice, 
and  awake,  and  fee  their  guilt  and\langer,  and 

begin 
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begin  to  be  concerned  about  their  falvation. 
When  the  fpirit  of  God  fpeaks  conviflion  to  the 
heart,  thefe  effects  always  follow,  and  it  is  evi- 
dent the  voice  was  his  from  what  is  mentioned 
next  in  the  parable ;  for  as  I  prophecicd  there 
was  a  voice,  and  bcliold,  a  fliaking — Behold,  a 
matter  worthy  of  the  clofeft  attention,  there  was 
a  great  fhaking  am.ong  the  dry  bones,  even  as 
it  were  an  earthquake  among  them :  for  the 
word  rendered  thaking  is  the  fcripture  term  for 
an  earthquake.  And  behold,  there  is  as  great 
a  lhakiiig  in  the  foul  of  the  fmner,  when  he  is 
awakened  and  convinced  of  fin ;  he  that  had 
been  dead  in  fm,  helplefs  and  loft  for  ever  in 
himfelf,  then  begins  to  quake  and  .tremble — He 
fees  the  corruption  of  his  nature — odious  and 
abominable  altogether — He  fees  his  life  w  as  one 
continued  fcene  of  open  injury  to  God,  and 
difiionour  to  his  law — Looking  back  he  beholds 
nothing  but  guilt — Looking  forward  he  be- 
holds nothing  but  everlafting  deftruftion,  upon 
which  fear  and  a  horrible  dread  overwhelm  him. 
The  holy  Spirit  fets  home  thefe  convi£lions  upon 
the  confcience.  He  gives  it  fuch  a  fight  of  the 
guilt  and  danger  of  fin,  that  the  finner  fees  he 
cannot  fave  himfelf.  In  this  diftrefs  he  continues, 
until  the  remainder  of  the  parable  be  fulfilled 
in  him :  for  we  read,  that  after  the  fliaking — 
"  The  bones  came  together,  bone  to  his  bone. 
"  And  when  I  beheld,  lo  the  finews  and  the 

"  flefli 
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"  flefh  came  up  upon  them,  and  the  fkin  co- 
"  vered  them  above,  but  there  was  no  breath 
"  m  them."  Here  is  in  the  letter  of  the  para- 
ble the  outfide  and  fliape  of  man — a  body,  but 
it  is  inanimate — there  is  no  life  in  it.  So  in  the 
fpiritual  fenfe,  if  the  foul  (houkl  reft  in  the  ex- 
ternals of  religion,  and  fit  down  content  with 
any  thing  fliort  of  the  vital  influence  of  the  H0I7 
Spirit,  there  is  no  life  in  it.  Whatever  may 
promife  to  animate  it,  ftill  it  will  remain  dead. 
Good  works,  ordinances,  orthodoxy,  are  but  the 
letter  that  killeth,  unlefs  the  fpirit  that  giveth  life, 
be  in  them.  You  may  belong  to  the  beft  con- 
ftituted  church  upon  earth,  which  has  found 
articles  and  creeds  like  ftrong  bones  and  finews, 
and  flefli  upon  them,  and  which  has  a  good  litur- 
gy, and  decent  public  worfliip,  like  a  fair  Ikin 
to  covei"  all ;  and  yet  in  this  communion  your 
foul  may  be  dead  :  for  thefe  external  privileges 
cannot  give  the  breath  of  life  to  the  foul.  "  It 
"  is  the  fpirit  that  quickeneth,  the  flefli  profiteth 
"  nothing,"  the  fleOi  (the  externals  of  religion) 
profiteth  nothing  unlefs  the  fpirit  animate  them, 
as  we  learn  from  the  next  words  in  the  parable. 
"  Then  faid  he  unto  mc.  Prophecy  unto  the 
"  wind  and  fay.  Thus  faith  the  Lord  God, 
"  Come  from  the  four  winds,  O  breath,  and 
"  breathe  upon  thefe  flain,  that  they  may  live. 

So  I  prophecied  as  he  commanded  me,  and 
"  the  breath  came  into  them,  and  they  lived,  and 

"  flood 
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"  flood  up  upon  their  feet,  an  exceeding  great 
"  army."  Glory  be  to  God  for  daily  fulfilling 
this  part  of  the  parable.  His  good  fpirit  daily 
awakens  poor  dead  finners,  and  puts  the  breath 
of  divine  life  into  them ;  and  this  he  does  by  the 
weakeft  means,  even  by  the  foolifhnefs  of  preach- 
ing, that  it  may  appear  the  power  comes  from 
him,  and  that  all  the  glory  may  return  to  him. 
He  fends  us  out  to  preach,  bids  us  call  to  the 
dead — We  do  as  we  are  commanded  ;  but  we 
know  that  we  could  no  more  raife  a  dead  foul 
from  the  grave  of  fin,  than  v;e  could  raife  a  dead 
body  from  the  grave  of  corruption.  We  fpeak 
our  Lord's  word, .  and  he  blefles  them.  He 
fends  his  grace  along  with  them,  and  the  dead 
hear  his  voice.  They  avfake.  They  fee  their 
guilt  and  their  danger :  at  the  fight  of  which 
their  hearts  fink  within  them— they  find  them- 
felves  perifliing—and  a  great  trembling  and  vio- 
lent fliaking  feizes  them.  Fear  is  on  every  fide. 
No  way  is  left  to  efcape,  but  to  fly  to  the  Savi- 
our of  finners.  And  as  foon  as  they  turn  to  him, 
he  receives  them  gladly.  He  fends  the  Holy 
Spirit  (the  deareil  pledge  of  his  love)  to  give 
them  evidence  oi"  their  new  birth  unto  righte- 
oufnefs,  and  to  afifure  them  of  their  juftification 
to  life.  Then  they  live  unto  God— and  "  (land 
"  up  upon  their  feet,"  being  enabled  to  go  for- 
ward in  the  ways  of  holinefs— "  An  exceeding 
"  great    army,"— an   innumerable  multitude, 

which 
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which  no  man  could  number,  and  they  all  hold 
fwords,  being  expert  in  war,  a  great  army  of 
the  faithful  foldiers  of  Jefus  Ghrift  fighting  their 
way  to  a  crown  of  righteoufncfs,  againft  all  the 
oppofition  of  fin  and  fatan,  of  the  world  and  the 
flefli,  and  never  quitting  the  field  of  battle,  until 
the  captain  of  their  faivation  place  the  never- 
fading  crown  upon  th  -ir  heads. 

This  is,  I  think,  the  fpirilual  fenfe  of  the  pa- 
rable. We  have  in  it,  a  defcripiion  of  man  in 
his  natural  ftate  as  dead  in  trefpafies  and  fins— 
in  his  awakened  ftate  as  unable  to  do  any  thing 
to  raifc  himfelffrom  the  death  of  fin  to  newnefs 
of  life— and  in  his  juftified  ftate,  as  raifed  to  fpi- 
ritual  and  divine  life  by  Chrift,  who  is  the  life 
of  the  world,  and  by  the  efie£lual  working  of  his 
good  fpirit.  Thefe  great  truths  are  beautifully 
painted  in  the  parable.  It  fets  them  before  our 
eyes  in  a  very  alfefting  manner.  And  I  hope 
every  one  of  you  has  been  properly  affefted,  ac- 
cording to  the  view  he  has  had  of  the  ftate 
of  his  foul.  But  whatever  impreflion  has  been 
made.  I  cannot  leave  the  fubjeft,  without 
making  fome  fliort  praftical  remarks,  and 
may  the  Almighty  Spirit  apply  them  to  the 
ncceflities  of  thofe  who  are  concerned  in 
them. 

And  firft,  I  have  a  word  to  the  dry  bones,  to 
the  dead  in  fin.  We  are  all  in  this  ftate  by  na- 
ture—dead in  trefpaffcs  and  fins— dead  to  God, 

and 
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and  to  the  things  of  God.  If  you  believe  the 
fcripture  you  cannot  deny  this.  It  defcribes 
your  fouls  to  be  as  incapable  of  performing  any 
of  the  offices  of  fpiritual  life  as  the  dry  bones  of 
a  dead  body  are  performing  the  offices  of  animal 
life.  If  God  and  his  word  be  true,  this  is  the 
condition  of  every  one  of  us  by  nature,  and  it  is 
the  firft  vi'ork  of  grace  to  convince  us  of  it. 
When  the  Holy  Spirit  begins  to  move  in  the  fin- 
ncr's  heart,  he  convinces  him  of  his  loll  and 
helplefs  ftate,  and  he  fees  and  finds  that  with- 
out Chrift  he  can  do  nothing.  And  can  every  y 
one  of  you  fay  from  his  own  experience— 
I  have  had  this  convii^ion.  If  you  had,  then 
one  ftcp  is  taken — may  he  who  hath  begun, 
carry  on  the  work,  until  he  make  you  living 
members  of  Chrift's  myftical  body.  But  if  you 
was  never  yet  convinced  of  your  being  by  na- 
ture dead  in  trefpaffes  and  lins,  then  you  are 
ftill  alienated  from  the  life  of  God  :  for  you  will 
not  feek  life  from  him,  until  you  be  convinced 
of  your  want  of  it.  As  tranfgreflbrs,  his  holy 
law  condemns  you  to  death.  The  folemn  fen- 
tence  is  paft  "  The  foul  that  fmneth  it  iliall 
"  die,"  Did  you  never  read  this  fentence  as 
Handing  out  againft  yourfelf  ?  Have  you  never 
had  any  fenfe  of  the  exquifite  mifery  of  beingeter- 
nally  feparated  from  God  the  fountain  of  life  r 
Have  you  no  fenfe  of  it  at  prefent,  no  thought,  no 
concern  about  being  alienated  in  body  and  foul, 

and 
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and  to  all  eternity,  from  God  and  his  glory  ?  Oh 
Almighty  Saviour,  if  there  be  any  perfons  here 
prefent  in  this  ftate,  fpeak  to  the  dry  bones.  They 
can  hear  no  voice  but  thine.  O  let  the  all-re- 
viving found,  which  Lazarus's  dead  body  heard, 
now  be  heard  in  every  dead  heart.  Now  Lord 
Jefus  prove  thyfelf  to  be  the  refurre61ion  and 
the  life.  Call  to  every  unawakened  foul  in  this 
congregation,  and  fay,  "  Awake  thou  that  fleep- 
"  eft,  and  arifc  from,  the  dead."  O  Almighty 
God  and  Saviour,  fend  thefe  words  home  to  every 
dead  fmner,  that  he  may  awake  and  be  concerned 
for  his  falvation,  and  thereb}'  may  follow  me  in 
my  fecond  remark. 

While  the  prophet  was  preaching,  the  voice 
of  God  fpake  to  the  heart,  while  he  fpake  to 
the  outward  ears,  and  "  behold  there  was  a  great 
"  fhaking."  The  fmner  (hook  and  trembled  for 
fear.  The  Lord  (hewed  him  his  former  dead  ftate, 
and  his  prefent  danger,  and  at  the  fight  of  both 
an  horrible  dread  overwhelmed  him.  He  beheld 
the  perfeft  purity  and  fpirituality  of  the  divine 
law— he  favv  the  vile  and  loathfome  nature  of 
fm — he  beheld  the  holinefs,  and  truth,  and  juf- 
tice  of  God,  armed  with  almighty  power,  and 
ready  to  deftroy  him.  Confcience  witnefled 
againft  him,  and  haunted  him  with  its  horrors 
night  and  day.  He  found -that  hell  was  his 
defert,  and  he  faw^  no  way  open  to  efcape  it. 
However  hardened  and  obdurate  he  had  been 

before. 
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before,  yet  all  thefe  circumftances  put  together 
fat  him  a  fliaking  and  trembling.  Had  he  been 
in  an  carth(|uake,  when  the  ground  heaved  and 
toffed  with  fuch  violent  (hocks,  that  he  could  not 
ftand  upon  it,  and  had  he  feen  it  opening  its 
mouth  in  many  a  hideous  crack,  and  fwallowing 
up  multitudes  all  around  him,  he  could  not  have 
fliaked  and  trembled  more.  His  foul  fainted 
within  him  ;  and  he  had  not  a  ray  of  hope  left, 
unlefs  God  -would  be  pleafed  to  ftretch  out  his 
omnipotent  arm,  and  to  fave-  him  from  going 
down  to  the  pit  of  dellruftion. 

And  can  every  one  of  you,  my  brethren,  re- 
member when  this  was  your  cafe  ?  If  you  were 
never  in  any  diftrefs,  lefs  or  more,  at  the  fight  of 
your  finfulnefs  and  mifery — Oh  confider  I  befeech 
you  your  danger.  You  are  fiill  fecure  in  fin, 
yea  dead  in  trefpaffes  and  fins.  When  the 
holy  Spirit  is  come  to  awaken  your  foul,  his  firft 
work  is  to  convince  you  of  fin,  and  if  he  has 
not  begun  this  work,  fancy  yourfelf  to  be  alive 
— reform  your  outward  life — become  civil,  and 
moral,  and  honeft,  yet  you  have  not  taken  one 
flep  in  the  divine  life  ;  if  you  have  never  been 
deeply  convinced  of  fin,  you  have  not  been 
ftirred  up-  nor  fliaken  from  the  lees — your  poor 
foul  is  ftill  dead  to  the  grace  of  God,  and  unlefs 
yoube  convinced  of  fin  it  will,  ere  long,  be  dead  to 
his  glory.  But  if  you  have  been  awakened,  and 
convinced  of  fin,  then  the  parable  is  fo  far  happily 

fulfilled 
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l  ulfillcd  in  you.  There  has  been  a  fliaking  among 
the  dry  bones.  They  have  been  trembling  and 
quaking,  and  with  great  reafon.  Sinners  while 
under  convi6tion,  have  every  thing  to  fear  that  is 
terrible.  They  have  an  offended  God  fet  in  bat- 
tle array  againft  them,  a  broken  law  thundering 
out  its  curfcs  upon  their  guilty  heads,  confcience 
owning  the  guilt,  the  devil  ready  to  torment, 
and  hell  open  to  receive  them  :  and  if  the  prof- 
pe£t  of  thefe  things  be  not  terrible,  what  is? 
Am  I  now  fpeahing  to  any  of  you,  who  fays,  I 
am  acquainted  with  thefe  terrors— I  have  been 
made  to  fee  my  finfulnefs  and  my  danger,  and  I 
find  my  helplefs  lofl  condition— dangers  fo  fur- 
round  me  on  every  fide,  that  I  know  not  whi- 
ther to  turn  myfelf.  Is  this  the  language  of 
thine  heart  ?  Art  thou  indeed  fliaken  from  all 
truft  and  confidence  in  felf  ?  Then  turn  thee  to 
the  bleffed  Jefus.  He  is  a  faviour  for  thee. 
Such  as  thou  art  he  came  to  fave— fuch  poor,  loft 
and  ruined  finners.  Wait  on  him.  Be  found  in 
the  ways  of  his  ordinances,  and  he  will  fupply  all 
thy  wants.  He  will  give  thee  freely  out  of  his 
fulnefs,  grace  for  grace,  and  glory  to  crown  all 
his  graces. 

But,  methinks  I  hear  fome  afflifled  foul  reply 
— I  have  been  waiting  upon  the  Lord  Jefus  long, 
but  have  found  no  comfort.  It  may  be  fo.  But 
who  is  to  blame  }  May  you  not  have  fought  com- 
fort in  a  wrong  manner,  by  placing  religion  in  the 

form 
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form  inftead  of  the  power,  according  to  what 
is  defcribed  in  the  third  part  of  the  parable: 
Where  we  have  all  the  parts  of  an  human  body, 
but  for  want  of  breath  there  was  no  life  in  them, 
and  this  was  written  to  fliew,  that  you  are  not 
to  flop  fhort  of  Chrift  and  his  comforts,  by  refting 
in  externals.    You  are  not  to  be  content  with 
the  form  and  the  outfide  of  religion,  without  the 
life  and  fpirit  of  it.    And  herein  the  parable 
condemns  thofe  perfons,  who  upon  their  being 
firft  brought  under  fome  concern  about  their 
fouls,  are  apt  to  truft  in  duties,  inftead  of  going 
to  Chrift.    They  fet  about  reforming  their  out- 
ward behaviour,  go  to  church,  fay  their  prayers 
— read  the  fcriptures — give  alms — attend  con- 
ftantly  at  the  facrament,  fuppofing  that  thefe  out- 
ward things  can  give  life  to  the  foul :  they  reft 
in  them,  as  of  themfelves  fufficient  and  merito- 
rious, which  is  fetting  them  up  againft  our 
Saviour,  and  refting  in  them  as  faviours,  whereas 
Chrift  alone  has  life  to  give  to  the  dead  in  fin. " 
"  I  am  the  life,"  fays  he.    Whofoever  is  not 
united  to  him  by  faith,  has  no  true  fpiritual  life 
in  him,  as  he  found,  who  had  more  duties  to 
depend  upon  than  any  of  us  have,  and  yet  he 
counted  them  but  drofs  and  dung  that  he  might 
win  Chrift.    "  The  life  which  I  now  live  in  the 
"  flefli,  fays  the  blefled  Apoftle,  I  live  by  the 
"  faith  of  the  fon  of  God  "  it  is  a  fpiritual  life 
derived  from  the  fon  of  God,  and  received  from 

him 
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him  by  faith,  which  is  the  breath  of  life  in  the 
juftified  foul,  infpired  into  it  by  the  holy  Spirit, 
as  the  la  ft  part  of  the  parable  proves.  The  dry 
bones  had  come  together,  the  finews  and  flefli 
had  grown  up  upon  them,  the  fkin  was  fpread 
over  all — here  were  all  the  parts  of  an  human 
body,  but  there  was  no  life,  until  the  fpirit  of 
the  Lord  put  breath  into  them,  and  they  lived, 
and  flood  up.  It  is  the  very  fame  cafe  with  the 
(inful  foul.  Nothing  can  give  it  life  but  the 
Spirit  of  God.  He  is  to  the  foul  what  breath  is 
to  the  body.  He  is  fo  much  the  breath  of  life, 
that  in  the  Old  Teftament  and  the  New  the  fame 
word  which  ftands  for  the  breath  that  fupports 
the  life  of  the  body,  ftands  for  the  holy  Spirit, 
who  fupports  the  life  of  the  foul.  The  air  that 
we  breathe,  and  the  holy  Spirit,  have  but  one 
name  in  fcripture.  And  therefore  as  the  body- 
is  not  alive,  until  it  breathes,  fo  neither  is  the 
foul  alive  to  God,  until  the  holy  Spirit  infufe 
into  it  the  breath  of  life.  And  as  the  body  is 
alive  only  fo  long  as  it  breathes,  in  like  manner 
the  foul  lives  to  God  only  fo  long  as  the  holy 
Spirit  breathes  in  it.  Let  his  influence  flop,  and 
the  life  of  grace  is  at  an  end,  as  the  life  of  the 
body  is  at  an  end,  fo  foon  as  its  breathing  is 
ftopt. 

My  brethren,  this  is  one  of  the  moft  important 
truths  in  the  Chriftian  religion.  It  is  the  holy 
Spirit  and  his  work  upon  the  heart  that  makes 

Vol.  IV.  Z  us 
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US  Chriftians  ;  "  For  if  any  man  have  not  the 
"  fpirit  of  Chrift  he  is  none  of  his" — He  is  nrt 
Chriftian.  So  fay  the  oracles  of  truth.  If  any 
man--be  he  ever  fo  moral  and  honeft— a  ftrict 
obferver  of  outward  duties,  a  good  church  man 
— a  charitable  man,  yet  if  he  has  not  the  fpirit 
of  Chrift,  he  is  none  of  his — he  is  none  of  Chrift's 
family.  He  is  not  a  living  member  of  Chrift's 
body.  He  may  have  a  name  that  he  livcth,  but 
he  is  dead.  And  what  good  would  it  do  you 
to  have  the  name  of  a  living  man,  if  your  bodv 
was  dead  ?  If  you  could  neither  ftir  nor  move,  if 
your  breath  was  ftopt,  would  it  be  of  any  fervicc 
to  you,  that  men  faid  you  v.'as  alive  ?  Could  their 
faying  fo  raife  you  to  live  ?  Infinitely  more  ufelefs 
is  it  to  have  a  name,  that  your  foul  liveth,  while 
it  is  dead  to  God.  Hear  this,  ye  formal  pro- 
feflbrs,  who  are  deftitute  of  the  life  and  power 
of  religion.  You  are  but  fo  many  dry  bones. 
And  what  vaft  numbers  have  we  of  them  in  all 
our  congregations  !  Oh  that  the  Almighty  Spirit 
may  put  the  breath  of  life  into  you,  and  quicken 
you  together  with  Chrift,  and  make  you  fit  to- 
gether in  heavenly  places  in  Chrift  Jefus  ! 

Perhaps  you  think  you  don't  ftand  in  need  of 
his  grace.  Then,  if  God  be  true,  you  have  no 
more  life  in  your  foul  than  thefe  dry  bones  had, 
when  they  lay  loofe  and  fcattcred  up  and  down 
in  the  valley.  Until  he  put  his  life-giving  Spirit 
into  you,  you  are  as  dead  as  they  were.  Or  per- 
haps 
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haps  you  think  you  may  have  his  grace,  and  not 
know  it.  That  cannot  be.  The  holy  Spirit  is 
the  convincer  of  fin.  When  he  awakens  your 
confcience,  fills  it  with  conviftion,  and  there  is  a 
fhaking  in  every  part  and  faculty,  what  a  ftrange 
fhaking  would  it  be,  if  you  fliould  neither  know 
it,  nor  feel  it.  So  again,  when  he  infufes  into 
you  the  breath  of  life,  and  you  live  to  God,  what 
an  unaccountable  breath  would  this  be,  if  having 
it  and  living  by  it,  you  fhould  not  know  it  ?  Did 
thefe  dry  bones  know,  when  they  were  alive,  and 
ftood  upon  their  feet  ?  Moft  certainly  they  did. 
Do  you  know  now,  whether  you  breathe  and 
live,  or  not  ?  Jufl;  the  fame  evidence  has  the  foul 
of  its  being  alive  to  God.  "  We  know  that  we 
"  are  palTed,  fays  an  Apoftle,  from  death  unto 
"  life."  We  know  the  fame,  fay  all  his  difci- 
ples — We  know  that  God  hath  given  to  us  eter- 
nal life— We  have  his  fpirit  the  witnefs,  the 
earnefi:  of  it  in  our  hearts,  and  the  world  may 
fee  the  evidence  of  it  in  our  lives  and  conver- 
fations. 

But  is  not  this,  will  fome  fay,  talking  like  en- 
thufiafts  ?  It  is  their  very  language.  But  then  it 
is  alfo  the  language  of  fcripture.  The  OldTef- 
tament  is  full  of  this  enthufiafm — The  New 
abounds  with  it.  You  can  fcarce  open  the 
bible  any  where,  without  finding  fome  high 
flights  of  enthufiafm,  fomething  concerning  being 
quickened  by  the  fpirit,  being  born  of  the  fpirit, 
Z  z  and 
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and  raifed  up  by  him,  being  inftrufted  and  led 
by  the  fpirit,  having  the  love  of  God  flied  abroad 
in  the  heart  by  the  holy  Ghofl,  concerning  his 
dwelling  in  believers,  and  their  having  the  wit- 
nefs  of  the  fpirit,  and  being  fealed  by  him,  and 
fanctified,  and  ftrengthcncd  with  might  by  him 
in  the  inner  man.  If  thefe  fcripture-exprefTions 
favor  flrongly  of  enthufiafm,  fo  does  the  liturgy 
of  our  cluirch.  Every  day  we  pray  to  God  that 
he  would  not  take  his  holy  Spirit  from  us,  but 
would  cleanfe  our  hearts  by  the  infpiration  of 
his  holy  Spirit,  and  would  enable  us  by  his  holy 
infpiration,  to  think  th.ofe  things  that  be  good, 
and  by  his  merciful  guiding  to  perform  the  fame, 
would  renew  us  daily  by  his  holy  Spirit,  and 
grant  us  by  the  fame  fpirit  to  have  a  right  judg- 
ment in  all  things  :  We  pray  to  him  to  comfort 
us,  even  that  we  may  rejoice  evermore  in  his  holy 
comfort,  and  that  he  may  exalt  us  unto  the  fame 
place,  whither  our  Saviour  Chrift  is  gone  before. 
No  words  can  be  itronger  than  the  petitions, 
which  we  have  been  offering  up  this  very  day 
at  the  throne  of  grace — "  O  God,  forasmuch  as 
without  thee,  we  are  not  able  to  pleafe  thee  ; 
"  mercifully  grant  that  thy  holy  Spirit  may  in  all 
"  things  direft  and  rule  our  hearts,  through  Jefus 
"  Chrift  our  Lord.  Atiien.'"  Such  is  the  lan- 
guage of  fcripturc,  and  the  language  of  our 
church.  They  both  fpeak  of  the  holy  Spirit,  as 
the  vital  principle  of  the  chriftian  religion,  fo 

that 
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that  if  you  take  him  out  of  it,  you  leave  itspro- 
feflbrs  like  a  body  without  breath  :  for  the  holy 
Spirit  is  to  their  fouls  what  breath  is  to  their 
bodies,  infomuch  that  they  cannot  live  one 
moment  to  God  without  his  continual  infpiration. 
And  furely  it  is  not  enthufiafm  to  fay,  that  our 
bodies  cannot  live  without  breath,  and  how  then 
can  it  be  enthufiafm  to  fay,  that  our  fouls  cannot 
live  without  the  holy  Spirit,  who  is  the  breath  of 
our  fpiritual  life  ? 

Since  then  there  lays  no  objection  againft  the 
doftrine  contained  in  the  parable.  Since  all 
men  are  by  nature  dead  in  trefpafies  and  fins. 
Since  nothing  can  raife  them  from  the  death  of 
fm  to  newnefs  of  life,  but  the  infpiration  of  the 
Almighty,  and  fince  Chrift  has  purchafed  life 
for  the  dead  in  fin,  and  the  holy  Spirit  is  to  apply 
it  and  to  quicken  them,  the  difcourfe  is  now 
brought  to  a  point.  Only  one  queftion  now 
remains,  and  that  is.  Has  this  parable  been  ful- 
filled in  us }  Can  every  one  of  us  lay  his  hand 
upon  his  heart,  and  declare  in  the  prefence  of 
God,  "  I  know  this  fcripture  to  be  true  by  my 
"  own  experience.  The  fpirit  of  God  fhewed 
"  me  my  guilt  and  danger,  at  the  fight  of  which 
"  my  unbelieving  heart  fliook  and  trembled  for 
"  fear,  but  he  gave  me  grace  to  refolve,  that  I 
"  would  feek  Jefus,  until  I  found  him  :  On  him 
"  I  was  kept  waiting,  enabled  to  reje£l  all  hopes 
"  in  my  own  power  or  works  until  he  put  his 

"  witnefllng 
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"  witneffing  fpirit  within  me,  and  I  knew  that 
"  I  was  one  of  the  children  of  God  by  faith  in 
"  Chrift  Jcfus."  Can  every  one  of  you  fay,  that 
God  hath  dealt  thus  with  your  fouls  ?  If  he  hath, 
happy  are  ye.  In  you  this  fcripture  is  fulfilled. 
But  if  he  hath  not,  it  was  written  for  your  in- 
flruftion — to  teach  you,  how  God  would  deal 
WMth  you,  if  ever  he  bring  you  to  himfelf.  O 
that  his  good  Spirit  may  deal  with  you  in  the 
manner  here  defcribed.  That  he  may  now  begin, 
and  carry  on  the  work  of  grace  ftep  by  flep, 
until  all  the  dry  bones,  until  every  dead  fmner 
be  awakened,  and  hear  the  word  of  the  Lord, 
until  every  awakened  fmner  be  pardoned  and 
juftified,  and  fanftified,  and  at  laft  glorified  in 
the  name  ol  the  Lord  Jefus,  and  by  the  fpirit  of 
our  God.  May  he  who  is  almighty  to  quicken 
the  dry  bones,  exert  his  power  in  quickening  all 
this  congregation  to  a  life  of  grace  here,  and  to 
a  life  of  eternal  glory  hereafter.  Grant  this 
bleffed  God  and  father,  through  the  merits  of 
thy  fon  Jefus  Chrift  our  Lord,  and  by  the  influ- 
ence of  the  holy  Spirit  upon  all  our  hearts  now 
and  for  ever.  Amen  and  Amen. 
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The  Sin  of  Judah  is  written  with  a  Pen  of  Iron,  and  with  the  Point  of 
a  Diamond  ;  it  is  graven  upon  the  Table  of  their  heart,  Jcr.  xvii.  i. 


METHOD  FOR  PREVENTING 

ROBBERIES  AND  MURDERS. 


Matthew  xv.  19,  20. 

Out  of  the  heart  proceed  evil  thoughts,  murders,  adul- 
teries, fornications,  thefts,  falfe-witnefs,  blafphemies: 
thefe  arc  the  things  zvhich  defile  a  man. 

All  thefe  evil  things,  which  defile  the  man, 
proceed  from  the  heart :  here  the  defires  are  firll 
formed,  and  from  hence  they  flow  out,  and  put  in 
motion,  and  animate  the  other  faculties.  And 
fuch  as  the  fountain  is,  fuch  are  the  ftreams  which 
flow  from  it.  If  the  heart  be  evil  and  corrupt  in 
itfelf,  the  thoughts  of  the  heart  will  alfo  be  evil 
and  corrupt,  and  the  afiions  which  are  direfted 
by  thefe  thoughts  mufl:  alfo  partake  of  their  evil 
and  corruption.  For  the  heart  thinks,  refolves, 
and  then  aas  ;  and  if  the  thought  be  evil,  the 
refolution  and  the  aft,  which  are  the  direft  confe- 
quences  of  it,  muft  be  alfo  evil.  Nothing  but 
evil  can  flow  from  an  evil  heart. 

Whenever  the  fcripture  fpeaks  of  the  faculties 
of  tlic  foul,  it  ufes  words  borrowed  from  the 

faculties 
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faculties  of  tlic  body,  becaufe  we  are  not  capable 
of  forming  any  idea  of  fj)iritua],  unlefs  they  be 
compared  to  material  objc6ts.  The  foul  has  its 
fpring  and  principle  of  motion  as  well  as  the 
body,  and  this  we  call  the  heart,  borrowing  the 
word  from  that  part,  which  is  known  to  be  the 
fpring  and  principle  of  all  the  motions  in  the 
human  frame  :  for  from  the  heart  proceeds  that 
vital  blood,  which  carries  on  every  operation 
throughout  the  body,  and  from  which  every 
vefTel  and  organ  has  its  proper  nourifhment  mi- 
nitlered.  T.  he  heart  has  the  fame  ufe  and  office 
in  our  little  world,  as  the  fun  has  in  the  great 
world,  being  the  fountain  of  life  and  genial 
warmth,  of  growth  and  ftrength  in  the  micro- 
cofm  of  man.  And  when  we  apply  this  word 
to  the  foul,  we  fix  the  fame  meaning  to  it.  The 
heart  is  that  part  which  puts  all  the  other  facul- 
ties of  the  foul  in  motion,  it  is  the  fountain  from 
whence  our  thoughts  flow,  and  our  refolutions 
and  a8:ions  are  only  fo  many  flreams,  which  take 
a  good  or  a  bad  tinfture  according  to  the  nature 
of  the  fpring,  from  whence  they  have  their 
origin. 

In  this  fonfe  our  bleffcd  Lord  here  fpeaks  of 
the  foul :  he  makes  the  heart  the  fruitful  caufe 
of  every  vice,  fuppofmg  it  to  be  polluted  even  at 
the  very  fountain  head  ;  and  how  then  is  it  pof- 
fiblc  there  fliould  be  any  thing  but  pollution  in 
the  channels,  '^^•hich  itTue  from  it  ?  If  the  heart 

be 
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be  corrupt,  fo  will  be  the  aftions.  From  ali  evil 
heart  nothing  can  proceed,  but  murder,  adultery, 
fornication,  theft,  fj\lfe-witnefs,  and  blafphemy  : 
for  Avhen  the  principle  which  fns  all  ihcfe  in 
motion  is  defiled,  what  can  fpring  from  it  but 
defilement  ? 

This  is  our  Lord's  doftrine,  and  never  was' 
there  greater  occafion  to  confider  it,  than  in  the 
prefent  times,  when  thefe  vices  are  grown  to  fuch 
an  enormous  height,  that  they  are  openly  com- 
mitted in  defiance  of  all  law,  divine  and  human. 
The  legiflature  has  been  lately  alarmed  at  their 
prodigious  increafe,  and  has  been  trying  to  find 
out  fome  effeftual  remedy :  but  what  has  been 
hitherto  attempted  has  not  met  with  the  defired 
fuccefs.  Robberies,  murders,  &:c.  are  ftill  as 
common  as  ever,  and  w^ill  become  daily  more 
common,  unlefs  we  ftrike  at  the  root  of  the  evU. 
The  heart  is  the  caufe  of  all,  and  no  a£l  of  par- 
liament can  toiich  the  heart.  It  is  out  of  the 
reach  of  every  human  tribunal.  The  vices 
which  by  our  natural  corruption  have  got  into 
the  heart,  cannot  be  difplaced  by  the  wifeft  laws 
and  edi^ls  ;  thefe  can  only  regulate  the  outward 
aftions.  The  polluted  fountain  is  ftill  inacceffible 
to  any  authority  but  the  great  Creator's.  He 
alone  can  give  the  Almighty  fiat,  let  it  be  clean, 
and  it  is  clean.  Nothing  can  purify  it  from  the 
unclean  thoughts  of  murder,  adultery,  fornica- 
tion, &:c.  but  his  divine  grace  and  virtue ;  to 

which 
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which  may  he  enable  us  now  to  commit  the 
guidance  of  our  hearts.  We  befeech  thee  to 
take  them,  O  eternal  fpirit,  under  thy  gracious 
influence,  and  let  no  unclean  thought  enter  into 
them,  while  we  are  meditating  upon  thefe  words 
of  our  God  and  Saviour — "  Out  of  the  heart 
^'  proceed  evil  thoughts,  murders,  adulteries, 
"  fornications,  thefts,  falfe-witnefs,  blafphemies : 
"  thefe  are  the  things  which  defile  a  man." 

Firft,  It  is  here  aflerted,  that  the  heart,  the 
fountain  of  all  our  actions,  is  polluted. 

Secondly,  The  manner  in  which  it  became 
polluted  is  here  plainly  implied,  and  this  will 
lead  us. 

Thirdly,  To  enc^uiie  into  the  means  of  clcanfing 
and  purifying  it, 

Firft,  Our  bleiTed  Lord  here  declares,  that  the 
heart,  the  fountain  of  all  thought  and  motion,  is 
polluted.  In  its  natural  ftate  it  is  entirely  im- 
pure. It  is  the  unclean  refidence  of  the  fouleft 
fpirits,  even  of  murder,  adultery,  fornication, 
theft,  perjury,  and  hlafphemy.  Thefe  are  they 
which  by  nature  dwell  in  the  heart  and  defile 
the  man  ;  for  corrupt  nature  is  always  difpofed 
to  receive  fome  one  or  all  of  thefe  polluted 
tempers,  as  temptation  fhall  offer.  The  propen- 
fity  to  them  is  univerfal.  Our  church  has  accu- 
rately deftril>ed  this  point  in  her  ninth  article. 

"  Original  fin  is  the  fault  and  coiTiiption  of 
"  the  nature  of  every  man,  that  naturally  is  en- 

"  gendered 
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"  gendered  of  the  offspring  of  Adam,  whereby 
"  man  is  very  far  gone  from  original  righteouf- 
"  nefs,  and  is  of  his  own  nature  inclined  to  evil, 
"  fo  that  the  flefli  hifteth  always  contrary  to  the 
"  fpirit,  and  therefore  in  every  perfon  born  into 
"  the  world  it  deferved  God's  wrath  and  dam- 
"  nation." 

This  was  the  opinion  of  our  reformers,  and  if 
you  find  any  difficulty  in  giving  your  affent  to  it, 
the  arguments  upon  which  they  built  it  v/ill,  I 
hope,  fatisfy  you  perfeftly.  The  exprefs  tefti- 
mony  of  the  Creator  of  the  hearts  of  all  men, 
and  the  experience  of  thinking  men  from  the 
beginning  of  the  world  to  this  day,  were  the 
chief  authorities  upon  which  they  grounded  their 
opinion.  The  whole  fcripture  fuppofes  man  to 
be  in  a  ftate  of  corruption,  and  feveral  paffages 
exprefs  the  unlverfality  of  this  corruption.  It  is 
thus  delivered.  Gen.  vi.  5.  in  the  cleareft  terms. 
"  And  God  faw  that  the  wickednefs  of  man 
"  was  great  in  the  earth,  and  that  every  imagi- 
"  nation  of  the  thoughts  of  his  heart  was  only 
"  evil  continually."  Man  does  not  here  fignify  any 
one  man,  or  race  of  men,  but  mankind,  the  whole 
human  nature,  which  is  faid  to  be  fo  polluted 
with  original  wickednefs,  that  every  imagination, 
not  one  excepted,  of  the  thoughts  of  his  heart 
was  only  evil,  and  continually  too.  What  a 
fountain  then  of  deadly  poifon  is  the  human  heart, 
dnce  all  the  ftreams  which  flow  from  it  are  evil, 
I  and 
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and  continually  evil  ?  The  univerfal  fpreading- 
of  this  malignant  infection  could  rot  be  expreffed 
in  ftrongcr  words,  than  to  declare,  that  there 
was  not  one  imagination  in  the  heart,  but  what 
was  evil,  and  always  evil.  Such  is  man  in  his 
natural  ftate :  And  might  not  then  the  apoftle 
truly  fay  of  it,  Eph.  ii.  3.  "  We  are  all  by  na- 
"  ture  the  children  of  wrath  even  as  others : 
"  for  the  fcripturc  hath  concluded  all  (men,  both 
"  Jews  and  Gentiles)  under  fm." 

This  is  the  fcripture  account  of  the  heart  of 
the  natural  man,  and  experience  confirms  it. 
Men  are  in  faft  fach  as  the  fcripture  defcribes 
them,  a  race  of  fallen  corrupt  beings.  We  find 
none  of  them  upright  and  perfeft,  no  not  one. 
That  moral  re£titude  of  nature,  which  fome 
metaphyfical  divines  dream  of,  has  no  exiftence 
among  the  fons  of  Adam.  Heathen  writers  as 
well  as  Chriftian  prove  it  to  be  but  a  dream  : 
for  of  the  corruption  of  nature  they  all  com- 
plain, and  give  us  melancholy  proofs  of  the  pre- 
valency  of  the  vices  mentioned  in  the  text  in 
every  country  and  in  every  age.  In  the  prefent 
age  we  fee  and  feel  them  :  they  are  grown  to 
fuch  an  enormous  height  at  prefent,  that  they 
are  become  a  reproach  to  our  religion,  and  a 
diflionour  to  our  laws.  Not  a  day  pafTes,  but 
we  hear  of  fome  robbery,  or  murder,  or  adultery, 
&c.  and  the  fountain  from  whence  they  all 
fpring  is  the  heart.     And  can  the  heart  then  be 
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clean  by  nature,  and  yet  fend  forth  fuch  polluted 
llreams  ?  Certainly  the  fame  fpring  cannot  fend 
forth  fweet  water  and  bitter  ?  That,  which  fends 
forth  nothing  but  corruption,  muft  he  corrupt  in 
its  very  origin.  The  peccant  matter  muft  lie  at 
the  fountain  head,  and  how  rank  and  venomous 
it  is  we  can  have  no  doubt,  if  we  will  but  open 
our  eyes,  and  furvev  that  deluge  of  wickednefs, 
which  now  covers  the  face  of  the  earth. 

It  is  certain  then  that  the  heart  of  man  is  by 
nature  polluted.  Scripture  and  fad  experience 
forbid  us  to  doubt  of  it ;  and  yet  againft  the 
evidence  of  th^fc  authorities  there  are  feme  men, 
who  call  it  in  queftion,  and  who  think  they  fliew 
their  fuperior  reafon  by  believing  neither  God, 
nor  their  own  fcnfes.  What  God  declares  to 
them  they  cannot  but  fee  is  a  matter  of  fa^t,  and 
yet  becaufe  they  find  fome  difficulty  in  account- 
ing for  the  manner  in  which  the  heart  became 
fo  polluted,  they  would  therefore  flrangely  infer, 
that  it  is  not  polluted  at  all.  This  is  a  vciy 
abfurd  condufl,  but  it  is  common  to  all  un- 
believers, and  therefore  it  is  neceifary  to  fpeak 
to  the 

Second  particular,  wherein  it  was  propofed  to 
confider  the  manner,  in  which  the  human  heart 
became  thus  polluted.  None  of  the  ancient 
philofophers,  nor  none  of  the  modern  reafoners 
have  given  us  any  fatisfa£tory  account  upon  this 
head.    The  origin  of  evil  is  a  fubjeft,  which  has 

been 
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been  always  debated  in  the  fchools  of  the  infidels, 
and  they  have  not  yet  produced  any  folution, 
which  their  own  advocates  are  agreed  to  defend. 
How  evil  came  into  the  heart  is,  upon  the  plan 
of  their  natural  and  mctaphyfical  religion,  abfo- 
lutely  unaccountable.  And  this  is  a  good  pre- 
fumptive  proof  in  favour  of  the  fcripture  account : 
for  the  heart  is  certainly  polluted,  and  the  great- 
eft  men  among  the  ancient  philofophers  and  the 
modern  unbelievers  have  been  able  to  offer  no- 
thing fat  isfactory,  neither  to  themfelves  nor  others, 
concerning  the  manner  of  its  pollution.  But  the 
fcripture  accounts  for  it  thus  in  a  plain  intelligi- 
ble way. 

God  created  all  things  at  firft  in  a  perfe£l  ftate. 
When  he  had  finilhed  his  works,  he  took  a  fur- 
vey  of  them,  and  pronounced  them  all  to  be  very 
good.  There  was  no  pain  in  the  natural,  and 
no  evil  in  the  fpiritual  world.  Man  was  innocent. 
His  heart  was  right  with  God.  The  thoughts 
of  it  were  clean  and  pure  altogether.  He  knew 
no  guilt ;  he  had  no  fear ;  and  therefore  he  was 
happy. 

The  creature,  who  firft  introduced  evil  into 
the  works  of  God,  was  the  devil :  for  thus  fays 
our  blefled  Saviour,  "  The  devil  was  a  murderer 
"  from  the  beginning,  and  a  liar,  and  the  father 
"  of  it,"  John  viii.  44.  In  the  beginning  he 
murdered  our  firft  parents,  by  fcducing  them  into 
that  fin,  which  fubjcfted  their  bodies  to  death, 

and 
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nnd  both  their  bodies  and  fouls  to  eternal  condem- 
nation. And  he  was  the  father  of  lies  as  well  as 
of  murder :  for  all  was  truth  and  innocence,  until 
he  offered  the  firfl:  lying  fuggcftion  to  the  heart, 
and  bafely  infinuated,  that  God  had  malicioufly 
forbidden  our  firft  parents  the  ufe  of  the  tree  of 
knowledge.  To  this  infinuation  they  hearkened, 
they  fuffered  it  to  make  an  impreffion  upon  their 
hearts,  and  difbelieving  what  their  gracious 
Creator  and  heavenly  Father  had  revealed  to 
them,  they  built  their  faith  on  the  words  of  the 
lying  fpirit,  and  afted  accordingly.  Thus  he 
deceived  them,  and  in  them  all  their  pofterity  : 
for  St.  John,  fpeaking  of  the  great  dragon,  fays, 
"  This  is  that  old  ferpent  called  the  devil  and 
"  fatan,  which  deceiveth  the  whole  world." 
Rev.  xii.  9. 

The  confequence  of  our  firft  parents  being 
deceived  by  his  lying  infinuations  was  the  lofs 
of  their  innocence  and  happinefs.  With  their 
innocence  they  loft  the  grace  and  prefence  of 
God  :  "  For  he  is  of  purer  eyes  than  to  behold 
"  the  leaft  iniquity,"  and  after  his  divine  grace 
and  prefence  were  withdrawn,  the  heart  was 
left  to  itfelf,  and  to  its  own  natural  workings, 
which  under  the  tempter's  management  could 
produce  nothing  but  murders,  adulteries,  thefts, 
&c.  which  are  the  corrupt  fruits  of  a  corrupt 
heart.  And  into  whatever  heart  the  divine 
grace  is  not  returned,  the  fame  corruptions  ftill 

Vol.  IV.  A  a  remain. 
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remain,  and  we  fee  the  cfFefts  of  them  ftill  break- 
ing out  in  the  fame  abominable  vices  :  fpr  the 
heart  of  the  natural  man  is  deceitful  above  all 
things,  and  defperately  wicked — fo  wicked,  that 
fin  is  engraven  upon  it  with  a  character,  which 
no  human  art  or  power  can  erafe.  "  The  fin  of 
"  Judah  is  written  with  a  pen  of  iron,  and  with 
"  the  point  of  a  diamond  ;  it  is  graven  upon 
"  the  table  of  their  heart."  Jcr.  xvii.  i.  And 
what  hand  can  come  at  thefe  impreffions,  which 
are  cut  fo  deep  as  to  be  incorporated  into  the 
very  fubftance  of  the  heart  ?  What  power  can 
reach  and  deface  them,  but  his  alone,  whofc 
prerogative  it  is  to  fcarch  the  heart  and  the 
reins  ? 

This  is  the  fcripture  account.  And  as  it  is 
moft  plain  and  rational,  to  which  what  can  un- 
believers object  ?  They  have  nothing  to  fubfti- 
tute  inftead  of  this ;  and  they  can  urge  nothing 
againft  it,  except  they  enquire.  Why  God  fliould 
fufFer  man  to  fall,  if  he  forefaw  that  it  would  be 
attended  with  fuch  dreadful  confequences.  But 
this  is  only  afking,  Why  he  made  man  a  free 
agent  ?  For  if  he  was  free,  he  muft  have  a  capa- 
city to  make  a  wrong,  as  well  as  a  right  ufe  of 
his  free  will,  and  therefore  he  could  not  be  placed 
in  a  ftate  falling  from  which  was  impofiible. 
That  the  firft  man  was  created  with  free  will 
we  have  a  moft  melancholy  demonftration,  the 
etTefts  of  which  are  ftill  feen  and  felt  all  over 

the 
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the  world,  and  that  he  had  every  affiftance 
which  could  enable  him  to  make  a  right  ufe  of 
his  free  will,  the  fcripture  gives  us  a  full  account : 
■but  he  abufed  it.  Upon  which  the  aiTiftance 
before  given  was  withdrawn,  and  after  this  affift- 
ance  was  taken  out  of  the  heart,  there  was  no- 
thing left  in  it  but  its  own  fleflily  defires  and  in- 
clinations-, and  when  thefe  were  fpirited  up  by 
the  lying  fuggeftion  of  the  infernal  tempter, 
what  could  come  out  of  fuch  an  heart,  but 
murder,  adultery,  fornication,  robbery,  with  all 
the  other  polluted  works  of  the  flefli  and  the 
devil. 

Upon  this  ftate  of  the  cafe  it  appears,  that 
man  loft  by  the  fall  the  two  chief  bleflings  of  his 
fpiritual  life,  namely,  the  image  of  God,  and 
the  fpirit  of  God.  Sin  blotted  out  the  image  of 
God,  in  which  man  was  at  firft  created,  and  the 
fcripture  exprefsly  declares,  that  we  were  after- 
wards born  in  the  image  of  our  father  Adam 
with  all  his  worldly  defires,  and  corrupt  incli- 
nations, Gen.  V.  3.  And  thefe  the  facred  writers 
generally  term  The  flelh,  fignifying  by  this  word 
all  the  carnal  appetites  which  govern  man  fince 
the  fall,  and  of  which  the  apoftle  declares, 
"  That  they  who  are  in  the  fiefli  cannot  pleafe 
"  God."  Rom.  viii.  8.  Becaufe  while  they  are 
governed  by  the  flefli,  and  not  by  the  fpirit,  they 
continue  in  the  image  of  the  earthly  Adam,  and 
in  the  likenefs  of  his  fallen  nature  :  by  which 
A  a  2  they 
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tliey  are  alfo  alienated  from  the  fpirit  of  God. 
The  divine  and  holy  Spirit  left  the  polluted  tem- 
ple of  the  heart,  after  fin  had  prophaned  it.  He 
is  of  purer  eyes  than  to  behold  the  leaft  iniquity, 
and  tlierefore  he  could  not  dwell  in  an  impure 
heart ;  and  upon  his  retiring,  it  became  alienated 
from  the  life  of  God,  being  now  a  perfect  ftran- 
gcr  to  all  the  graces  of  that  fpiritual  life,  which 
innocent  man  had  always,  and  liberally  enjoyed. 
And  after  the  divine  image  was  thus  extin- 
guillicd,  and  the  di\nne  fpirit  was  gone,  which 
the  fcripture  exprefsly  declares  were  the  two  fa- 
tal effeds  of  the  fall,  then  the  heart  of  man  was 
under  the  dominion  of  its  own  fieflily  dcfires,  and 
was  ready  to  commit  any  of  the  abominable 
deeds  of  the  flelli,  whenever  opportunity  Ihould 
offer,  and  inclination  invite,  and  the  devil  ftrongly 
folicit  to  the  commiflion  of  them. 

Now  every  man  who  comes  into  the  world  is 
by  nature  in  this  ftate,  and  he  will  continue  in 
it,  until  he  finds  the  mifery  of  it :  until  the  fenfe 
of  his  diftrefs  force  him  to  cry  out,  O  wretched 
man  that  I  am,  who  fliall  deliver  me  from  the 
bodv  of  this  death  ?  This  convittion  of  our  mi-, 
fery  is  the  firft  ftep  towards  a  deliverance  from, 
it.  So  foon  as  we  find  ourfelves  fick,  we  are  half 
cured :  for  if  we  can  but  bring  ourfelves  to  go 
with  humility  and  prayer  to  the  almighty  phyli- 
cian,  he  has  promifed  to  give  us  freely  every  thing 
proper  for  our  relief.  He  is  both  able  and  willing 

to 
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to  cleanfe  the  fountain  of  the  heart  from  all  its 
corruptions,  which  is  the  . 

Third  and  lafi;  enquiry  I  was  to  make :  for 
though  man  be  mifcrable  in  himfelf,  yet  God 
hath  not  left  him  without  remedy.    The  great 
defign  of  chriftianity  is  to  reftore  man  to  the  ftate 
from  whence  he  fell,  and  by  the  fame  fteps, 
through  which  he  fell.    Sin  put  an  entire  ftop  to 
the  divine  grace  and  influence,  which  are  as 
necefTary  to  the  foul  as  breath  is  to  the  body, 
and  when  they  were  withdrawn,  the  finner  then 
loft  the  image  of  God,  and  the  fpirit  of  God : 
through  the  merits  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  the 
divine  grace  and  iiiHucnceare  olfered  to  us  again, 
iuid  u'hoevcr  fceks  them  by  humility  and  prayer, 
until  he  receive  tlicm,  is  then  made  a  partaker 
of  the  fpirit  of  Cod,  \^  ho  firft  makes  the  heart 
faithful  and  penitent,  and  afterwards  jufiifies  it 
by  the  blood  of  Chrift,  and  fantiifics  it  by  form-" 
ing  in  it  all  the  fweet  and  holy  tempers  of  the 
blefled  Jefus,  in  which  the  image  of  God  now 
confifts.    And  when  the  heart  is  thus  created 
anew  and  regenerated,  then  is  that  great  change 
perfected,  of  which  the  apoftle  fpeaks,  i  Cor.  xv. 
"  As  we  have  borne  the  image  of  the  firft  Adam, 
"  who  is  of  the  earth,  in  like  manner  fliall  we 
"  bear  the  image  of  the  fecond  Adam,  who  is 
"  the  Lord  from  heaven."    And  whoever  is  re- 
newed after  the  image  of  this  fecond  Adam,  he 
has  a  clean  and  a  pure  heart,  and  a  fwcct  foun- 
tain 
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tain  might  as  foon  fend  forth  poifonous  water,  as 
this  fanflified  heart  can  produce  murder,  adul- 
tery, fornication,  or  any  of  the  filthy  works  of 
the  flcni. 

This  is  the  fcripture  account  of  the  nieans  of 
cleanfing  the  heart.  The  great  purifier  is  Jefus 
Chrift,  whofe  blood  has  infinite  merit  to  wafli 
away  the  pollutions  of  the  whole  world.  The 
holy  fpirit  is  the  gracious  agent,  who  purifies  the 
heart  with  this  all-meritorious  blood.  It  is  his 
office  to  take  out  by  the  fprinkling  of  the  blood 
of  Jefus  all  the  guilt  of  our  corrupt  nature,  and 

to  create  in  us  a  new  heart  and  a  right  fpirit," 
— the  new  heart  bears  the  image  of  our  merciful 
Saviour,  and  the  right  fpirit  is  no  longer  alie- 
nated from  the  life  of  God,  but  lives  in  holy 
communion  and  fellowfhip  with  the  holy  Spirit, 
and  thus  the  finner  becomes  a  new  man  and  a 
new  cieature.  His  foul  is  endued  with  a  new 
fet  of  faculties  and  tempers  entirely  chriftian, 
and  his  heart,  which  was  formerly  the  habitation 
of  the  foulefl:  vices,  of  murder,  adultery,  forni- 
cation, &c.  is  now  confecrated,  and  made  an 
holy  temple  for  the  living  God. 

This  is  the  only  method,  which  the  fcripture 
has  taught  us,  of  cleanfing  the  heart  from  thofe 
worldly  and  carnal  tempers,  with  which  it  is  by  na- 
ture infected.  If  you  refufe  to  believe  the  fcripture, 
try  any  other  method  ;  but  be  affured  you  muft 
come  to  this  at  laft.    Experience  will  bring  you 

to 


ROBBERIES   AND   MURDERS.  379 

to  it.    You  will  find,  God  grant  you  may  find  it 
in  time,  that  nothing  is  able  to  purify  the  heart, 
but  the  blood  of  the  Lamb  of  God,  and  that 
nothing  is  able  to  apply  it  to  the  heart,  but  the 
eternal  Spirit.    You  will  be  the  more  fully  con- 
vinced of  this  the  more  you  try  other  things  : 
fee  Brtt  how  far  the  boafted  religion  of  nature, 
and  its  moral  reftltude,  and  the  fitnefs  of  things, 
andfuch  likemetaphyfical  non-entities,  can  reform 
the  heart — make  your  experiments  upon  the  li- 
beral arts  and  fciences— go  through  them  one 
after  another — fludy  books  and  men — try  every 
thing  that  wit  can  invent  or  money  purchafe, 
and  withhold  nothing  from  your  foul  of  all  its 
defires — and  then  fit  down,  and  carefully  and 
impartially  examine  your  own  heart,  and  judge, 
how  far  all  thefe  worldly  purfuits  and  attain- 
ments have  reformed  it.    And  what  is  the  ifTue  ^ 
Are  you  really  better  ?    Do  you  find  your  heart 
more  free  from  corruption  than  it  was  when  you 
firft  fct  out  ?    You  will  not,  you  cannot  aflcrt 
it :  becaufe  reafon  and  matter  of  faft  are  againfi: 
you  ;  they  dcmonftrate,  that  our  worldly  tem- 
pers mufl;  be  fed  and  encouraged  by  thefe  worldly 
purfuits  and  attainments  ;  for  it  is  a  glaring  con- 
tradiftion  to  fuppofe,  that  we  can  increafe  our 
fpirituals,  by  laying  out  all  our  time  and  pains 
upon  temporals.    Be  therefore  aiTured  that  the 
more  you  try  thefe  worldly  things,  the  worfc 
you  will  be  ;  and  the  longer  you  try  them,  the 

more 
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more  difficult  will  you  find  it  to  be  fet  right. 
They  have  no  virtue  to  take  one  fingle  vice  out 
of  the  heart,  but  as  they  fall  in  with  our  corrupt 
inclinations,  they  mud  encourage  and  ftrengthen 
every  vice,  which  is  in  the  heart.  If  you  try  all 
tlie  powers  upon  earth,  you  will  find  by  expe- 
rience, that  the  heart  is  out  of  their  reach,  and 
at  laft,  if  ever  you  fee  the  face  of  God  with  joy, 
you  muft  conclude,  that  there  is  nothing  but  the 
blood  of  Jefus  Chrift,  and  the  operation  of  his 
good  Spirit,  which  is  able  to  cleanfe  your  pol- 
luted hearts,  and  to  renew  a  right  fpirit  within 
you. 

Thus  it  is  abundantly  evident  from  experience, 
that  nothing  can  purify  and  take  away  the  na- 
tural pollutions  of  the  heart,  but  the  blood  of 
Jefus  Chrift  fprinkled  upon  it  by  the  holy  Spirit. 
This  is  the  only  gofpel  method.  And  it  is  able 
to  purify  by  faith  and  take  away  all  thefe  pollu- 
tions, which  nothing  elfe  can :  for  its  power  is 
alfo  abundantly  evident  from  experience.  It 
has  been  found  effedual,  after  all  other  methods 
have  failed.  It  has  been  tried  ever  fince  fin  firft 
entered  into  the  world,  and  has  ever  fucceeded. 
And  this  fingle  circumftance  feems  fufficient  to 
recommend  it  to  the  minds  of  all  ferious  perfons, 
and  to  determine  them  to  receive  it  as  the  fove- 
reign  remedy  of  their  natural  corruptions.  We 
have  in  the  firft  ages  after  Chrift  a  particular  ac- 
count of  the  great  change  made  in  men's  hearts 

upon 


ROBBERIES   AND  MURDERS.  381 

upon  their  embracing  the  gofpel.    And  thefe 
accounts  arc  fo  well  atteftcd,  that  if  the  ftron- 
geft  hiftorical  evidence  can  gain  your  afTent,  they 
will  appear  to  you  full  and  decifive.    I  remem- 
ber to  have  feen  a  palTage  in  Laftantius,  where 
in  his  apology  for  the  Chriltians  of  his  time,  he 
has  thefe  words,  "  Give  me  a  man  (fays  he  to 
"  the  heathens)   who  is  paffionate,  malicious, 
"  hcadftrong,  with  a  few  gofpel  precepts,  I  will 
"  render  him  as  meek  as  a  lamb.    Give  me  one 
"  who  is  covetous,  I  will  foon  perfuade  him  to 
"  be  liberal  and  charitable.      Give  me  one 
"  who  dreads  afflictions  and  death,  I  will  make 
"  him  run  and  court  martyrdom.    Give  me  an 
"  unclean,   intemperate,   unjuft,   cruel,  fmful 
wretch,  I  will,  by  the  knowledge  of  Chrift, 
"  and  by  the  influence  of  his  laws,  render  him 
"  chafte,  fober,  merciful,  innocent,  and  holy." 
Laftantius  had  good  reafon  for  what  he  here  af- 
ferts  :  he  had  fecn  the  gofpel  of  Chrift  take  thefe 
vices  out  of  men's  hearts,  and  we  have  feen 
the  fame  happv  elTefts  of  it  in  our  days  ;  not 
indeed  in  fo  great  a  number,   but,   God  be 
praifed  for  it,  we  have  enow  to  demonftrate  to 
any  unbeliever,  that  the  fame  gofpel  has  ftill  the 
fame  power.    You  do  not  fee  fo  much  of  its 
power,  becaufe  you  do  not  hear  fo  much  of  the 
gofpel.    But  wherever  the  pure  gofpel  of  Jefus 
Chrift  is  preached,  and  men  receive  it  with  faith, 
there  experience  daily  confirms  what  La6tantius 

long 
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Jong  ago  obferved.  You  ftill  fee  it  work  the 
fame  real  change  in  men's  tempers,  which  can- 
not arife  from  any  heat  of  fancy,  or  flight  of  en- 
thufiafm,  or  fudden  rapture  of  devotion,  becaufl^ 
it  is  a  fober,  regular,  thorough  change,  that  re- 
forms the  heart,  and  all  its  afiections,  and  influ- 
ences the  whole  behaviour,  rendering  a  man  con- 
fident and  uniform  throughout  the  wh'  le  courfc 
of  h(s  future  life.  That  fuch  changes  arc 
wrought  at  this  day  is  an  undoubted  matter  of 
fact.  Sinners,  and  great  fmners  too,  are  brought 
to  fee  the  error  of  their  ways,  to  forfake  tlieir 
wicked  courfes,  to  lead  a  new  life,  to  follow  the 
commandments  of  God,  and  to  walk  from  hence- 
forth in  his  holy  ways.  This  is  an  entire,  a  total 
change.  When  a  fmner  becomes  a  Chriftian,  he 
is  abfolutely  a  ncvv'  creature  and  a  new  nian, 
infomuch  that  you  may  truly  fay  of  him,  "  old 
"  things  are  paflTed  away,  behold,  all  things  are 
"  become  new :"  for  he  neither  thinks,  fpeaks, 
nor  acts,  as  he  ufed  to  do.  He  has  a  new  fet  of 
fenfes  and  faculties.  He  neither  fees  things  in 
the  fame  light  he  did  before,  nor  hears  after  the 
fame  manner.  What  formerly  pleafed  him, 
now  difpleafes.  The  very  end  of  all  his  purfuits 
is  changed,  and  his  happinefs  is  placed  on  a  dif- 
ferent objeft.  \Yc  fee  this  perfett  change 
produced  every  day,  wlicn  the  gofpel  enters  into 
any  man's  heart.  As  it  takes  pofieilion,  the 
corrupt  naiuuns  retire.    Tlic  ho!v  Spirit  purifies 
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the  fountain,  and  then  all  the  dreams  run  pure. 
It  is  evident,  that  he  has  given  the  heart  a  new- 
nature,  becaufc  what  proceeds  frotn  it  is  not  in- 
fluenced by  the  natural  man.  All  is  renewed. 
The  murderer  is  humane  and  loving,  the  forni- 
cator and  adulterer  are  chafle,  the  thief  is  ho- 
ned, the  falfc-witnefs  true,  the  blafphemcr  a 
chridian.  Such  is  the  glorious  change,  wliich 
the  holy  Spirit  makes  when  he  fprinkles  the 
heart  with  the  all-purifying  blood  of  the  Lamb 
of  God. 

And  now  we  have  difcovcred  the  caufc  of  the 
evil,  and  its  remedy.  The  heart  of  everv  man 
we  find  to  be  by  nature  corrupt,  dcditute  en- 
tirely of  divine  grace,  and  difpofed  as  tempta- 
tion fliall  offer  to  commit  any  wickednefs :  for 
from  this  fruitful  fountain,  from  the  heart  of  the 
natural  man,  proceed  murders,  adulteries,  for- 
jiication,  thefts,  perjuries,  and  blafphemics.  And 
nothing  but  the  fprinkling  of  the  blood  of  Jcfus 
can  dry  up  this  fountain  of  fm,  and  nothing  can 
carry  the  virtue  of  it  to  the  heart  but  an  al- 
mighty fpirit.  Human  laws,  which  arc  tb.c  only 
expedient  lately  attempted,  cannot  come  at  the 
head  and  fource  of  this  corrupt  fountain.  It  lies 
too  deep.  Their  power  cannot  reach  it,  and 
much  Icfs  purify  it.  An  a£l  of  parliament  can 
only  regulate  the  outward  behaviour,  it  can 
take  no  cognizance  of  a  crime,  uiitil  it  break 
put  into  fome  overt  aft,  and  therefore  it  can 

have 
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have  no  influence  over  the  heart.  If  murder, 
adultery,  robbery,  &c.  be  in  the  heart,  there  all 
ftatute  laws  leave  them  ;  and  the  inclination  on- 
ly waits  for  a  fair  opportunity,  which  it  will 
always  embrace,  whenever  there  is  a  profpecl  of 
efcaping  the  lafli  of  the  law.  Thus  no  fin  is 
hereby  prevented.  Only  the  commilhon  of  it  is 
rendered  more  private,  and  the  heart  is  put  upon 
inventing  fchemes,  how  it  may  gratify  itfelf  in 
its  pleafures,  without  incurring  the  pains  and 
penalties,  which  the  law  threatens  to  inflift.  By 
this  means  the  corruption  that  feems  to  be  di- 
ininiflied  in  the  channels,  gathers  and  increafes 
at  the  fountain-head,  where  the  more  it  is  ftopt, 
the  more  it  ferments  and  pollutes  itfelf.  Since 
this  is  the  cafe,  what  reformation  can  we  expcft 
from  the  interpofition  of  human  authority  r  Sup- 
pofing  the  legiflature  fliould  follow  his  majefty's 
gracious  inftru£tions  from  the  throne,  and  try  to 
find  out  fome  new.  laws  for  putting  a  ftop  to 
robberies  and  murders,  yet  experience  would 
foon  prove  ihcm  to  be  ineffeftual.  All  the  hu- 
man laws,  which  ever  were  made,  or  ever  will 
be  made,  cannot  reform  one  fingle  perfon,  be- 
caufe  they  cannot  reach  the  heart.  Gofpel  and 
not  law  fiiould  be  here  employed.  The  gofpel 
can  take  fin  out  of  the  heart,  but  the  law  can 
only  make  the  commiffion  of  it  more  privaie. 
The  clergy  therefore  fnould  be  called  upon,  and 
not  the  magiftrate.     This  is  under  God,  the 
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peculiar  bufinefs  of  the  minifters  of  the  gofpel, 
and  it  is  I  fear  owing  to  their  great  neglect  of 
their  duty,  that  robberies  and  murder  are  be- 
come fo  common.  Our  people  grow  more  cor- 
rupt in  their  morals,  not  for  want  of  good  fta- 
tute  laws,  but  for  want  of  good  gofpel  minifters. 
For  it  is  certain,  that  the  gofpel,  and  nothing 
elfe,  can  take  murder,  adulteiy,  fornication,  rob- 
bery, &c.  out  of  the  heart,  and  it  is  as  certain, 
that  the  gofpel  has  taken  them  out  of  the  heart, 
wherever  it  has  been  properly  received  :  and 
therefore  either  in  the  manner  of  applying  the 
gofpel,  or  in  not  applying  at  all,  there  is  a  great 
failing  fomewhere  or  other  among  us.  God 
Almighty  grant,  that  they  who  are  guilty  may 
fee  their  error,  and  may  have  grace  to  repent 
and  amend. 

And  now  let  me  intreat  you,  my  brethren,  to 
pray  that  thefe  truths  may  make  a  proper  im- 
preffion  upon  your  minds.  You  have  heard  me 
labour  this  point  much  of  late.  It  appears  to 
me  to  be  the  moft  important  in  chriftianity,  and 
therefore  in  feveral  difcourfes  I  have  been  en- 
deavouring to  give  you  a  juft  fenfe  of  your  ftate 
and  condition  by  nature.  What  fuccefs  they 
may  have  met  with  depends  upon  God,  whofe 
bleffiag  upon  them  I  do  moft  fmcerely  implore. 
All  our  preaching  can  do  nothing  to  you  hearts 
without  his  grace,  and  I  befeech  him  that,  out 
of  the  riches  of  his  infinite  love  to  finners,  through 
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Jefus  Chrift,  he  would  be  pleafed  to  let  you  lee 
your  own  hearts  :  for  until  you  behold  that  de- 
filement and  corruption,  in  which  the  heart  of 
every  man  lies  by  nature,  you  will  fee  but  little 
ueceflity  for  a  Saviour.  And  this  divine  grace  I 
hope  he  will  now  fend  into  all  our  hearts,  that 
you  may  be  difpofed  to  receive  favourably,  and  to 
profit  by,  two  fliort  remarks,  with  which  I  fliall 
apply  the  do£lrine,  firft,  to  them  who  do  not 
believe  it,  then  to  them  who  have  given  their  free 
affent. 

If  any  of  you  do  not  believe  the  doctrine,  you 
are  in  a  very  dangerous  fituation,  becaufe  you 
are  on  the  very  brink  of  deftruftion,  and  yet  do 
not  fee  your  danger.  Can  you  think  your  heart 
is  not  corrupt  ?  This  very  thought  demonftratcs 
its  corruption  :  for  finners  you  certainly  are,  and 
all  fin  comes  from  the  heart,  and  can  the  heart 
fend  forth  a  whole  life  of  fin,  and  not  be  fin- 
ful  itfelf  ?  This  is  impoflible.  To  believe  fuch 
an  impoffibility  argues  a  moft  dangerous  flate 
of  mind.  A  man  does  not  cheat  himfelf  more, 
who  fancies  himfelf  to  be  in  good  health,  when 
he  has  been  long  ill,  and  isjuft  dying,  than  he 
who  fancies  his  heart  to  be  pure,  although  every 
thing  that  flows  from  it  is  impure.  This  is  one 
of  the  greateft  delufions  of  fm.  It  lulls  the  fin- 
ner  into  a  ftate  of  fecurity,  and  tempts  him  to 
believe,  that  his  heart  is  pure  and  without  fpot, 
although  it  be  nothing  but  corruption  and  defor- 
mity. 
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niily.  Wlioevcr  is  tempted  into  this  belief  docs 
not  know  himfelf.  And  if  any  of  you  have  fal- 
len into  this  fatal  error,  I  pray  God  to  let  you 
know  yourfelves  :  for  you  are  as  yet  perfect 
flrangcrs  to  your  own  breads.  If  you  were  to 
fee  tlicm  naked  and  open,  with  all  the  little 
lurking-  places,  where  felf-love  and  vain-glory 
conceal  your  failings,  the  moment  you  beheld 
the  horrid  fight,  it  would  force  you  to  cry  out, 
"  Jefus,  mafter,  have  mercy  on  me."  Oh  !  what 
a  blefling  would  it  be,  if  you  could  now  fpeak 
thefe  words  from  your  hearts.  I  hope  you  will. 
And  may  the  Lord  Cod  of  heaven  fliew  you,, 
■what  you  really  are  by  nature,  and  then  make 
vou  what  you  ought  to  be  bv  grace. 

To  you,  who  believe  the  doftrinc,  I  need  not 
ufe  many  words,  becaufe  you  are  convinced, 
that  the  heart  is  a  polluted  fountain,  from  whence 
all  vices  fpring,  and  that  nothing  can  purify  it, 
but  the  blood  of  the  lamb  of  God  fprinkled  upon 
it  by  the  Holy  Spirit.  This  is  the  firm  belief  of 
every  chriftian.  I  hope  you  know  it  to  be  true, 
both  from  fcripture  and  from  experience.  You 
find  that  the  fountain  has  been  cleanfcd,  be- 
caufe the  ftreams  run  pure.  Your  lives  and 
actions  fliew,  that  God  has  created  a  new  heart, 
and  has  renewed  a  right  fpirit  within  you,  and 
it  is  your  whole  care  and  ftudy  to  keep  this  new 
heart  clean  and  holy.  But  whenever  you  find  any 
defilement  beginning  to  arife,  even  in  thought, 

immediately 


38S  METHOD   FOR   PREVENTING,  &C. 

immediately  fend  up  your  prayers  to  God.  In- 
treat  his  grace  to  keep  you  from  the  pollution  of 
fin,  and  if  you  always  make  him  your  refuge  and 
ftrength,  conftantly  feeking  him  in  the  ways  of 
his  ordinances,  then  his  Holy  Spirit  will  keep 
out  of  your  hearts  all  thofe  corruptions,  which 
defile  the  man,  and  your  Lord  Jefus  will  fo  pu- 
rify you  by  his  infinite  merits,  that  you  fhall  be 
prefented  before  God  the  father  without  fpot  of 
fin  unto  falvation.  BlelTed  Lord  and  Saviour 
carry  thefe  truths  to  all  our  hearts ;  accompany 
them,  we  intreat  thee,  with  thy  bleffing  ;  and 
keep  our  hearts  pure  by  thy  grace,  until  thou 
bring  them  fafe  unto  thy  glory.  Jmen. 
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PREFACE. 


The  following  difcourfe  was  drawn  up 
at  the  requclt  of  Mifs  Hill's  executor,  to 
whom  1  am  greatly  obliged  for  appointing 
me  to  preach  on  Whitfun-Monday,  agree- 
ably to  the  words  of  her  will,  on  the  bq- 
nefit  which  the  Holy  Spirit  of  God  is  of 
to  man  in  his  journey  through  life :  And 
what  I  thought  myfelf  bound  in  duty  to 
deliver  from  the  pulpit,  I  have  fmce  been, 
perfuaded  to  fend  from  the  prefs  ;  for  al- 
though it  contains  nothing  new  either  in 
the  matter  or  manner,  yet  I  think  it  incum- 
bent upon  me  to  bear  my  public  tcftimony 
to  the  great  doctrine  of  chrlftianity  here 
inculcated.  I  am  prepared  for  the  recep- 
tion it  will  meet  with,  not  only  from  tlie 
monthly  reviewers,  the  avowed  enemies  of 
the  eftabliflied  church,  and  its  cflabliflicd 
do6trincs,  but  alfo  from  all  mere  nominal 
B  I)  2  Chriftians. 
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The  following  difcoiirfe  was  drawn  up 
at  the  requcll  of  Mifs  Hill's  executor,  to 
whom  1  am  greatly  obliged  for  appointing 
me  to  preach  on  Whitfun-Alonday,  agree- 
ably to  the  words  of  her  will,  on  the  be- 
nefit which  the  Holy  Spirit  of  God  is  of 
to  man  in  his  journey  through  life :  And 
what  I  thought  myfelf  bound  in  duty  to 
deliver  from  the  pulpit,  I  have  fince  been 
perfuaded  to  fend  from  the  prefs  ;  for  al- 
though it  contains  nothing  new  either  in 
the  matter  or  manner,  yet  I  think  it  incum- 
bent upon  me  to  bear  my  public  tcftimony 
to  the  great  do6trine  of  chriftianity  here 
inculcated.  I  am  prepared  for  the  recep- 
tion it  will  meet  with,  not  only  from  the 
monthly  reviewers,  the  avowed  enemies  of 
the  efhabliflied  church,  and  its  cflabliOicd 
do6lrincs,  but  alfo  from  all  mere  nominal 
B  h  2  Chrifiians. 
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Chrillians.  But  let  them  ridicule  it  ever 
fo  much  as  Hutchinfonian  Enthufiafm,  yet 
fmce  it  is  exprefsly  taught  in  fcripture, 
and  maintained  in  the  cleareft  manner  by 
our  church,  it  will  give  me  no  concern  to 
be  reckoned  an  Enthufiaft,  while  the  fcrip- 
ture is  on  my  fide,  or  an  Hutchinfonian, 
while  the  Church  of  England  fupports 
me  ;  and  if  men  will  call  the  plain  doc- 
trines of  fcripture  Enthufiafm,  and  will 
treat  the  articles,  and  homilies,  and  liturgy 
of  our  church  as  Hatchinfonianifm,  I  hope 
I  fhall  live  and  die  a  Church  of  England- 
Hutchinfonian-Enthufiaft. 


DISCOURSE 

ON  THE 

HOLY  SPIRIT. 


EXEK.    XXXVI.    25,  26,  27. 

Then  zvill  I  fprinkle  clean  water  upon  you,  and  ye 
Jliall  be  clean  ;  from  all  your  Jilthinefs,  and  from 
all  your  idols  zvill  I  cleanfe  you.  A  new  heart 
aJfo  will  I  give  you,  and  a  new  fpirit  will  I  put 
within  you,  and  I  will  take  azvay  the  fiony  heart 
out  of  your  ficjli,  and  I  will  give  you  an  heart  of 
flefli.  And  I  will  put  my  fpirit  within  you,  and 
caufe  you  to  walk  in  my  fatutes,  and  ye  fJiall  keep 
my  judgments,  and  do  them. 

Our  blelTod  Saviour  Hiewcd  himfelf  alive 
after  his  paffion,  by  many  infallible  proofs,  be- 
ing fecn  of  his  apoftles  forty  days,  and  fpeak- 
ing  of  the  things  pertaining  to  the  kingdom  of 
God,  and  being  aflembled  together  with  them, 
he  commanded  them,  tliat  they  fliould  not  de- 
j)ai  t  from  Jerufalem,  but  wait  for. the  promife 
of  the  Father,  which,  faith  he,  ye  have  heard 

of 
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of  me  ;  for  John  truly  baptized  with  water,  but 
ye  thall  be  baptized  with  the  holy  Ghofl,  not 
many  days  hence.  And  according  to  his  mofi: 
true  promife,  the  holy  Ghoft  came  down  as  at 
this  time  from  heaven,  with  a  fudden  great 
found,  as  it  had  been  a  mighty  wind,  in  the 
likencfs  of  fiery  tongue:s  lighting  upon  the 
apoftles,  to  teach  them,  and  to  lead  them  to 
nil  truth,  giving  them  both  the  gifts  of  divers 
languages,  and  ,  alfo*l)oldners  with  fervent  zeal, 
conilantly  to  preach  the  gofpel  unto  all  nations, 
whereby  we  have  been  brought  out  of  dark- 
ivjfs  and  error,  into  the  clear  light  and  true 
knowledge  of  Jcfus  Chrift. 

This  is  the  fubjeft  of  the  prcfent  feftival. 
^ye  are  here  aifembled  to  commemorate  the  gifts 
an.d  graces  which  the  holy  Spirit  bcftovved  upon 
the  apoftles,  and  to  blefs  God  for  our  intereft 
in  them..  The  fame  Spirit  is  ftil!  with  us,  and 
will  abide  with  us  for  ever.  He  is  with  us,  not 
to  bring  the  world  over  to  the  outward  pro- 
feflion  of  chriftianity  ;  for  that  is  already  effed- 
ed,  and  the  extraordinary  powers,  which  were 
necelTary  to  etTea  it  are  ceafed.  Chriftianity 
is  cftabliftied,  and  outward  miracles  are  no 
longer  needful  to  be  the  outward  proofs  of  it. 
But  the  holy  Spirit  has  ftill  the  fame  inward 
work  to  carry  on,  which  he  had  in  the  apoftles 
time,  and  ifrequires  the  fame  degree  of  divine 
and  almighty  power,  'although  it  be  not  ex- 
erted 
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erted  in  outward  miracles.  The  mind  of  every 
man  is  by  nature  in  darknefs  and  ignopance, 
blind  as  to  the  things  of  God;  this  he  has  to 
enlighten  with  faving  truth.  The  will  and  all 
the  affections  are  depraved,  and  it  is  liis  gra- 
cious office  to  incline  and  difj)ofe  them  to  com- 
ply with  the  vv'ill  of  God.  And  after  the  un- 
derftanding  is  enlightened,  and  the  heart  re- 
newed, we  have  ftill  no  power  to  walk  in  th.e 
ways  of  holinefs,  without  the  fpecial  grace  of 
the  holy  Spirit,  whofe  guidance  is  neceflary 
every  moment,  and  for  every  thought,  and  word, 
and  work.  Thefe  arc  called  the  ordinarv  ope- 
rations of  the  Spirit  of  God,  not  as  if  they  were 
lefs  divine,  or  any  thing  fliort  of  the  almighty 
operations  in  the  apoftolic  age,  but  bccaufe  thefe 
were  extraordinary,  given  for  a  certain  fixed 
time,  to  carry  on  a  particular  work,  but  the 
former  were  common  to  all  believers,  to  the 
apoftles  themfelves  as  believers,  and  are  to  be 
the  ordinary  gifts  and  graces  of  every  chriliian 
unto  the  end  of  the  world.  And  whoever  has 
received  thefe  ordinary  operations,  has  in  his 
own  heart  clear  and  full  teftimony  of  the  God- 
head, and  almighty  power  of  the  bleflTed  S])irit. 
He  wants  no  outward  miracles.  This  great  in- 
ward work  is  to  him  complete  evidence ;  and 
he  is  able  to  reft  his  falvation  with  as  full  truft 
and  confidence  upon  it,  as  if  he  had  feen  the 
apoftles  exert  their  miraculous  gifts  and  graces. 

5,^1  ay 
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of,  becaufe  it  was  to  puvity  them  hom  all  fin, 
"  I  will  fprinkle  clean  water  upon  you,  and  ye 
"  fliall  be  clean,  from  all  your  filthinefs  and 
"  from  all  your  Idols  v/ili  I  cleanfe  you,"  from 
all  the  filthinefs  of  fin,  and  from  all  the  guilt  of 
idolatry  I  will  purify  them.  Sin  polluted  all  the 
faculties  of  the  foul,  and  my  good  Spirit  fliall 
cleanfe  them  all.  The  underftanding  he  fliall 
purify  by  removing  its  natural  blindnefs,  and  by 
opening  their  eyes  to  fee  the  error  of  their  ways, 
that  they  may  be  brought  to  Jefus  Chrift  for  fal- 
\ation,  and  may  have  their  hearts  fprinkled  from 
an  evil  confcience  with  the  all  purifying  blood 
of  the  lamb  of  God,  which  will  jultify  them, 
and  may  have  grace  and  power  to  walk,  in  the 
Ifatutes  of  the  Lord,  and  to  keep  his  judgments, 
■which  will  fanftify  them  ;  and  thus  he  cleanfes 
all  the  fu.cultics:  for  it  follows  in  the  fecund 
verfe  of  the  text,  "  A  new  heart  aifo  v.ill  I 
"  give  you,  and  a  new  fpirit  will  I  put  \-\  ithiu 
"  you,  and  I  will  take  away  the  ftony  heart  out 
"  of  your  flefli,  and  I  will  give  you  an  heart  of 
'*  flelli."  The  cleanfing  of  the  heart  is  the 
grcateft  work  of  divine  grace,  becaufe  there  is 
in  every  finner  hardnefs,  and  an  impenitent  heart, 
which  no  human  power  can  foften.  The  fcrip- 
ture  fpeaks  of  it  in  the  ibongefl;  exprcffions, 
"  The  fin  of  Judah  is  written  with  a  pen  of 
iron,  and  with  tlic  point  of  a  diamond,  it  is 
"  graven  upon  the  table  of  their  heart and 

^^hat 


ON    THE   HOLY    SPIRIT.  399 

what  power  is  able  to  erafe  this  deep  engraving, 
except  the  almiglity  God,  who  declares,  _ "  I 
"  will  give  you  a  new  heart,"  renewed  in  all  its 
faculties,  "  and  a  new  fpirit  will  I  put  within 
"  you,"  endued  with  new  appetites  and  new  af- 
feftions,  "  and  I  will  take  away  the  ftony  heart,', 
the  refrcfliing  ftrcams  of  my  grace  fliall  foftea 
the  old  hardened  heart  of  fin,  which  would  take 
no  good  impreffion,  "  and  I  will  give  you  au 
heart  of  llelh,"  foft  and  pliable,  yielding  to  the 
motions  of  my  grace,  and  willing  to  have  the 
law  engraved  by  tlie  Spirit  of  the  living  God 
upon  tl)c  flclhly  tables  of  the  heart.  And  after 
the  heart  and  the  affeftions  are  ihus  renewed^ 
and  difpofed  to  love  the  will  of  God,  the  Holy 
Spirit  was  ftill  to  proceed,  and  to  go  on  in  the 
work  of  fa£f  ification,  in  which  his  grace  is  ab- 
folutely  neceffary.  Even  after  the  ftony  heart  is 
taken  out,  we  ftill  want  his  guidance,  and  when- 
ever he  leaves  us  to  ourfelves,  we  cannot  take 
one  ftep  in  our  journey  towards  heaven.  And 
therefore  God  promifes  to  them,  who  had  anew 
heart,  "  that  he  would  put  his  Spirit  within 
"  them,  and  caufe  them  to  walk  in  his  ftatutes." 
]  lis  Spirit  fliould  be  theif  guide,  both  to  lead 
them  into  the  way  of  God's  commandments,  and 
to  give  them  ftrength  and  power  to  walk  in  thefe 
ways  Iteadily  unto  the  end :  for  the  light  of  na- 
ture could  never  direct  finners  into  the  paths  of 
God's  commandments,  nor  could  the  bcft  na- 
tural 
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tural  abilities  go  forward  in  tlicm,  unlefs  God 
lliould  put  his  Spirit  within  us,  and  give  us 
power  to  walk  in  his  ftatutes.  We  want  his 
fupport  every  ftep  we  take  throughout  the  whole 
work  of  fanctification.  If  we  go  forward,  he  is 
the  caufe.  He  gives  us  both  the  will  and  the 
power  ;  for  it  is  he  who  worketh  in  us  both 
to  will  and  to  do.  It  is  the  Spirit  of  God 
within  us,  who  caufes  us  to  walk  in  his  fta- 
tutes, and  to  keep  his  judgments,  and  do 
them. 

And  thus  the  prophet  has  taught  us  of  what 
benefit  the  holy  Spirit  is  to  man  during  his  jour- 
ney through  this  life.  We  cannot  fo  much  as 
fet  out  upon  our  journey  to  heaven,  until  he 
cleanfe  all  the  faculties,  by  removing  the  blind- 
nefs  of  the  underflanding,  and  the  depravity  of 
the  will  and  affeftions.  It  is  his  office  to  give  us 
a  new  heart  and  a  new  fpirit,  difpofed  to  receive 
imprefiions  of  the  divine  law,  and  then  to  endue 
it  with  power  to  walk  in  the  ftatutes  of  God,  and 
to  keep  his  judgments,  and  to  do  them;  fo  that 
every  ftep  we  take  from  the  firft  moment  we  fet 
out,  until  we  happily  arrive  at  the  end  of  our 
journey,  is  directed  and  fupported  by  the  holy 
Spirit  of  God.  This  is  the  prophet's  do6lrine, 
which  I  come 

Secondly,  To  apply  to  your  fpiritual  pfe  and 
benefit.  And  if  we  make  a  right  ufe  of  it,  we 
muft  not  only  endeavour  to  be  convinced  of  its 

truth. 
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truth,  but  alfo  to  find  the  power  of  it  operating 
upon  our  lives  and  converfations ;  for  it  would 
be  to  no  purpofe  to  believe,  that  the  holy  Spirit 
is  the  author  and  finiflier  of  the  whole  work  of 
grace,  if  this  belief  fliould  reft  unoperative  in  the 
head,  and  never  difpofe  us  to  feek  the  experi- 
ence of  it  in  the  heart,  and  in  the  reft  of  the 
faculties.  Since  his  grace  is  to  cleanfe  us  from 
all  the  pollutions  of  fin,  and  to  create  in  us  a 
new  heart,  and  to  renew  a  right  fpirit  within  us, 
and  to  give  us  power  to  walk  in  the  way  of 
God's  commandments,  let  us  not  hear  thefe 
truths  as  mere  fpeculative  points,  but  let  us  fuf- 
fer  the  convi£lion  of  them  to  operate  in  our  lives, 
and  to  carry  us  to  feek  our  own  intereft  in  them. 
And  I  hope  the  bleffed  Spirit  will  render  profi- 
table to  thefe  good  purpofes  what  I  have  ro 
offer  concerning  the  ufefulnefs  of  his  guidance 
throughout  the  journey  of  life. 

Sin  polluted  the  whole  man,  and  made  every 
part  and  power  unclean  and  abominable  alto- 
gether, and  the  prophet  afcribes  to  the  holy  Spi- 
rit the  whole  work  of  cleanfing  the  foul.  His 
grace  is  neceffary  to  purify  every  faculty.  He 
begins  with  removing  the  darknefs  of  the  under- 
ftanding,  and  enlightening  it  with  all-faving 
truth,  of  which  by  nature  we  are  ignorant.  Sin 
rendered  us  incapable  of  feeing  fpiritual  objects. 
It  did  not  entirely  deftroy  the  organ  of  fight,  but 
it  entirely  flopped  all  communion  between  it, 

and 
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and  the  fountain  of  light,  and  brought  the  foul 
into  fuch  a  ftate  as  the  body  would  be  in,  if  the 
fun  was  blotted  out  of  heaven,  and  the  moon  and 
ftars  were  no  more  to  rcfle£t  ihcir  enlivening  rays 
upon  the  earth.  This  would  be  a  moft  uncom- 
fortable and  heavy  night,  in  which  allliough  the 
bodily  organ  of  fight  remained,  yet  thefe  out- 
ward objefts  would  be  as  invifible,  as  if  the  or- 
gan was  quite  deftroyed.  And  fin  produced  the 
fame  efiects  in  the  fpirilual  world.  Every  fon  of 
Adam  is  in  darknefs  and  the  fliadow  of  death, 
until  the  holy  Spirit  of  God  enlighten  the  eyes 
of  the  underllanding,  St.  Paul's  account  of  the 
Gentiles  is  this  (Eph.  iv.  x8.)  "  they  had  the 
"  underftanding  darkened,  being  alienated  from 
"  the  life  of  God  through  the  ignorance  that  is 
*'  in  them,  becaufe  of  the  blindnefs  of  their 
*'  heart."  Sin  darkened  the  underftanding  and 
alienated  them  from  the  life  of  God,  by  fepara- 
ting  them  from  that  divine  light,  which  is  the 
principle  of  their  fpirltual  life,  and  therefore 
they  lived  no  longer  unto  God,  but  were  cut  oiT 
from  all  intercourfe  and  communion  with  him. 
In  this  ftate  of  darknefs  and  blindnefs  we  all 
continue,  entirely  ignorant  of  the  things  of  God, 
until  his  good  Spirit  manifeft  them  unto  us. 
The  natural  underftanding  in  its  higheft  refine-- 
ment  cannot  difcoyer  them  ;  "  for  the  natural 
"  man  receiveth  not  the  things  of  the  Spirit  of 
"  God,  for  they  arc  fooliflmefs  unto  him,  nei- 

«'  iher 
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«  thcr  can  he  knov/  them,  becaufe  they  are  fpi- 
"  ritually  difcerned."  (i  Cor.  ii.  14.)  The  natu- 
ral man  cannot  receive  fpirltua!  things.  God 
mull  reveal  them  unto  him  by  his  Spirit,  before 
he  can  have  the  leaft  difcernmcnt  of  them,  even 
what  is  revealed  concerning  them  in  fcripture 
cannot  be  difcerned,  until  the  holy  Spirit  open 
the  eyes  to  behold  it.  And  under  the  fenfe  of 
this  truth  the  prophet  thus  intreats  God.  "  Open 

thou  mine  eyes,  that  I  may  behold  wondrous 
"  things  out  of  thy  law,"  Pfalm  cxix.  18.  to 
open  the  eyes  to  behold  them  was  the  work  of 
God.  And  again  he  prays,  "  Give  me  under- 
«'  Itanding"  (it  was  the  gift  of  God)  "  that  I 

may  learn  thy  commandments.  I  am  thy  fer- 
"  vant,  give  me  underftanding,  that  I  may  know 
"  thy  teftimonies,"  Pfalm  cxix.  73,  125.  And 
to  the  fame  effeSl  St.  Paul  prays  for  his  Epliefians, 
that  the  God  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  the  Father 
of  glory  would  give  unto  them  the  fpirit  of  wif- 
dom  and  revelation  in  the  knowledge  of  liira, 
"  that  the  eyes  of  their  underflanding  might  be 

enlightened."  This  was  the  work  of  God. 
He  was  to  give  unto  them  the  Spirit,  and  tlie 
Spirit  was  to  give  them  wifdom,  and  to  reveal 
the  knowledge  of  God  to  them,  by  which  meaiis 
the  eyes  of  their  underftanding  would  be  eu- 
lightened*. 

This  is  the  doftrine  of  fcripture ;  and  1  may 
confirm  it  from  an  authority,  which  I  efteem  next 

to 
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to  the  word  of  God,  and  that  is  the  fenfe  of  our 
church  upon  this  point.  In  the  colleft  for  the 
5th  Sunday  after  Eafter  (he  teaches  us  to  pray, 
"  O  Lord,  from  whom  all  good  things  do  come ; 
"  grant  to  us  thy  humble  fervants,  that  by  thy 
"  holy  infpiration  we  may  think  thofe  things 
"  that  be  good,  &c."  We  cannot  fo  much  as 
think  a  good  thought,  unlefs  we  have  the  holy 
infpiration  of  God:  and  again  on  the  9th  Sunday 
after  Trinity  we  pray,  "  Grant  to  us,  Lord,  we 
"  befcech  thee,  the  fpirit  to  think  and  do  always 
"  fuch  things  as  be  rightful,  that  we  who  can- 
*'  not  do  any  thing  that  is  good  without  thee, 
"  may  by  thee  be  enabled  to  live  according  to 
"  thy  will,  through  Jefus  Chrift  our  Lord."  To 
the  fame  purpofe  we  read  in  the  third  part  of 
the  homily  for  Rogation  week.  "  Let  us  meekly 
"  call  upon  the  bountiful  Spirit,  the  Holy  Ghoft, 
"  to  infpire  us  with  his  prefence,  that  we  may 
"  be  able  to  hear  the  goodnefs  of  God  to  our 
"  falvation.  For  without  his  lively  infpiration 
"  can  we  not  fo  much  as  fpeak  the  name  of  the 
"  mediator.  No  man  can  fay,  that  Jefus  is  the 
"  Lord,  but  by  the  Holy  GhoiT:.  Much  lefs 
"  fliould  we  be  able  to  underftand  thefe  great 
"  myfteries,  that  be  opened  to  us  by  Chrift. 
"  For  we  have  received,  faith  St.  Paul,  not  the 
"  fpirit  of  the  world,  but  the  fpirit  which  is  of 
"  God,  for  this  purpofe,  that  we  may  know  the 
"  things  which  are  freely  given  to  us  of  God. 

"  In 
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"  In  the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  refteth  all  abi- 
"  lity  to  know  God  and  to  pleafe  him.  It  is  he 
"  that  purifieth  the  mind  by  his  fecret  working. 
"  He  enlighteneth  the  heart  to  conceive  worthy 
"  thoughts  of  Almighty  God."  Thefe  autho- 
rities are  clear.  They  exprefly  declare,  that  we 
cannot  think  fuch  things  as  be  rightful  without 
the  holy  infpiration  of  the  Spirit  of  God.  Thefe 
are  the  fentiments  of  fcripture,  and  of  the  Church 
of  England,  concerning  the  firft  ftep  we  are  to 
take  in  our  chriftian  courfe. 

By  removing  the  darknefs  of  the  natural  un- 
derftanding,  and  by  enlightening  it  with  all- 
faving  truth,  the  holy  Spirit  enables  us  to  fee 
the  way  to  heaven,  the  next  ftep  is  to  difpofe 
the  will  to  walk  in  it :  for  after  we  fee  the  right 
way,  yet  we  have  no  defire  to  walk  in  it,  until 
he  renew  the  heart.  It  is  the  work  of  his  grace 
to  incline  the  will,  and  to  difpofe  it  aright,  that 
it  may  confent  to  the  will  of  God :  for  our  wills 
are  by  nature  corrupt.  The  will  of  the  flefli  is 
oppofite  to  the  v/ill  of  God  ;  and  our  affeftions 
are  fo  depraved,  that  they  choofe  only  evil,  and 
continually.  "  And  God  faw  that  the  wicked- 
"  ncfs  of  man  was  great  in  the  earth,  and  that 
"  every  imagination  of  the  thoughts  of  his  heart 
"  was  only  evil  continually."  Gen.  vi.  5.  And 
this  continually  evil  heaft  is  alfo  obdurately  evil. 
It  is  ftony  and  rocky,  harder  than  adamant.  AH 
the  powers  in  nature  cannot  foften  it.  Sin  has 
rendered  it  incapable  of  any  good  impredion. 

Vol.  IV.  C  c  unlcfs 
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unlefs  it  be  made  by  an  almighty  arm.  He  alone 
who  created  the  heart  can  make  it  relent  before 
him.  To  foften  an  hardened  heart  is  as  great  a 
work  as  to  create  a  world,  and  therefore  the 
prophet  prays,  "  create  in  me  a  clean  heart, 
*'  O  God,  and  renew  a  right  fpirit  within  me." 
To  create,  is  to  make  a  thing  out  of  nothing, 
and  the  fame  creative  power  which  brought  the 
heavens  and  the  earth  out  of  nothing  is  necefTary 
to  create  in  the  (inner  a  clean  heart:  for  to  caft 
him  in  a  new  mould,  and  to  make  him  a  new 
man,  is  harder  than  to  make  him  a  man  at  firft 
becaufe  nothing  oppofed  his  creation.  God 
fpake,  and  it  was  done.  But  the  heart,  which 
was  conceived  in  fin,  has  lived  in  fin,  and  has 
loved  fin,  and  placed  all  its  affeflions  upon  it, 
has  an  utter  averfion  to  this  new  creation.  And 
what  power  is  able  to  take  the  love  of  fin  out  oP 
the  heart,  and  to  render  it  willing  to  be  made 
pure  and  holy  ?  Say,  who  is  equal  to  this  great 
work.^  Certainly,  no  created  power.  He  alone 
can  do  it,  who  turneth  the  hard  rock  into  a 
ftanding  water,  and  the  flint  ftone  into  a  fpring- 
tng  well.  He  can  do  it,  and  he  has  promifed, 
"  I  will  give  you  a  new  heart,  and  a  new  fpirit 
*■  will  I  put  within  3  ou,  and  I  will  take  away 
your  ftony  heart,  and  I  will  give  you  an  heart 
*'  of  flefh,  and  I  will  put  my  Spirit  within  you." 
My  Spirit  ftiall  work  this  great  change.  He  lhall 
take  the  liard  ftony  heart  out  of  you,  which  is  alto- 
gether finful,  and  fliall  enable  you  to  delight  in 

the 
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the  law  of  God  in  the  inner  man.  And  thus 
he  renews  the  heart,  "  for  we  are  faved  by  the 
"  waflnng  of  regeneration,  and  renewing  the 
"  Holy  Ghoft."  (Titus  iii.  5.)  And 

This  is  the  language  of  our  church.  Oa 
Chriftmas  day  we  ufe  thefe  words,  "  Almighty 
"  God — grant  that  we  being  regenerate,  and 
"  made  thy  children  by  adoption  and  grace,  may 
"  daily  be  renewed  by  thy  holy  Spirit,  Sec." 
And  again  on  the  19th  Sunday  after  Trinity  we 
pray.  "  O  God,  forafmuch  as  without  thee  we 
"  are  not  able  to  pleafe  thee ;  mercifully  grant, 
"  that  thy  holy  fpirit  may  in  all  things  dire£t 
"  and  rule  our  hearts,  through  Jefus  Chnll:  our 
"  Lord."  We  are  taught  the  reafon  for  offering 
up  thefe  petitions  in  the  loth  article  of  free-will. 

"  The  condition  of  man  after  the  fall  of 
"  Adam  is  fuch,  that  he  cannot  turn  and  pre- 
*'  pare  himfelf  by  his  own  natural  ftrcngtli 
*'  and  good  works  to  faith  and  calling  upon 
"  God  :  wherefore  we  have  no  power  to  do 
"  good  works  pleafant  and  acceptable  to  God, 
"  without  the  grace  of  God  by  Chrift  preventing 
"  us,  that  we  may  have  a  good-will,  and  work- 
"  ing  with  us  when  we  have  that  good-will." 
We  have  loft  by  the  fall  the  power  of  turning 
and  preparing  our  hearts  to  any  religious  exer- 
cifc,  and  we  have  not  even  the  good-will,  much 
lefs  the  power  to  do  an-,  one  good  work,  until 
the  grace  of  God  go  before  and  difpofe  the  will, 
and  afterwards  work  with  us,  when  we  have 
C  c  2  that 
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that  good  will ;  from  whence  it  is  evident,  that 
the  will  and  the  affeftlons  muft  be  renewed  by 
the  Holy  Ghoft,  before  there  can  be  any  good 
in  fallen  man ;  agreeably  to  what  we  read  (Prov. 
xvi.  I.)  "  that  the  preparations  of  the  heart  in 
"  man  are  from  the  Lord." 

From  thefe  authorities  of  fcripture,  and  of  our 
own  church,  it  muft  be  evident  to  every  unpre- 
judiced perfon,  that  the  heart  is  by  nature  in- 
clined to  evil,  hard  and  ftony,  and  unwilling  to 
receive  any  good  impreffions,  and  no  power  can 
foften  it  but  an  almighty  Spirit,  whofe  grace 
alone  is  able  to  renew  it  after  the  image  of  him 
that  created  it. 

And  after  the  underftanding  is  enlightened, 
and  the  will  and  affeftions  renewed,  we  ftilJ 
want  grace  every  moment  to  enable  us  to  go  on 
in  the  ways  of  holinefs.  After  we  have  received 
juftifying  grace,  we  continually  ftand  in  need  of 
the  fanftifying  grace  of  the  holy  Spirit.  We 
cannot  take  one  ftep  without  his  affiftance  :  for 
it  is  he  who  worketh  in  us  both  to  will  and  to 
do.  We  have  no  power  nor  might  in  ourfelves, 
but  all  our  fufficiency  is  of  God.  In  our  fpiri- 
tual  courfe  his  grace  is  as  neceilary,  as  breathing 
is  to  the  body.  There  is  but  one  word  in  fcrip- 
ture for  the  air  wliich  the  body  breaths,  and  for 
that  grace  which  is  the  breath  of  our  fpiritual 
life  ;  and  if  you  cannot  move,  much  lefs  run  a 
race,  without  breath,  how  then  can  you  run 
through  your  chriftian  courfe  without  grace  ? 

You 
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You  muft  breathe  the  air  in  at  every  ftep,  and 
you  muft  have  grace  breathed  into  you  every 
ftep  you  take  in  your  way  to  heaven.  And 
therefore  when  our  bleffed  Lord  breathed  upon 
the  apoftles,  he  at  tlie  fame  time  explained  the 
meaning  of  what  he  did  by  faying,  "  receive  ye 
"  the  Holy  Ghoft,"  whofe  gracious  office  it  is  to 
a£t  upon  the  foul,  as  breath  does  upon  the 
body :  and  hence  it  is  called  infpiration,  which 
fignifies  breathing  in,  and  fince  this  infpiration 
is  as  neceflary  to  our  fpiritual  life,  as  breath  is 
to  our  animal  life,  is  it  not  from  hence  certain, 
that  we  cannot  take  one  ftep  in  the  ways  of  ho- 
linefs,  unlefs  the  infpiration  of  the  Almighty 
enable  us  to  proceed? 

And  thefe  are  the  fentiments  of  the  word  of 
God.  "  O  Lord,  1  know,  fays  Jeremiah  (x. 
"  23.)  that  the  way  of  man  is  not  in  himfelf,  it 
"  is  not  in  man  that  walketh  to  dire6l  his  fteps." 
The  Pfalmift  acknowledges  it,  for  he  prays, 
"  Hold  up  my  goings  in  thy  paths,  that  my 
"  footftcps  flip  not.  Incline  my  heart  unto  thy 
"  teftimonies,  and  make  me  to  go  in  the  path  of 
'•'  thy  commandments.''  And  again  he  fays,  "I 
"  will  run  the  way  of  thy  commandments,  when 
"  thou  flialt  enlarge  my  heart,"  when  thou  flialt 
give  it  freedom  and  liberty  that  it  may  walk 
with  pleafure  in  thofe  paths  which  are  to  the 
natural  man  grievous.  And  the  New  Teftament 
opens  and  explains  thefe  expreflions  of  the  old, 
by  alluring  us,  that  believers  "  walk  in  the  fpi- 

"  rit, 
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"  rit,  and  are  led  by  the  fpirit,"  and  are  ftrength- 
cned  by  the  fpirit  in  the  inner  man,  "  who  gives 
*'  them  grace  to  ferve  God  acceptably  :  for  the 
"  fruit  of  the  fpirit  is  in  all  goodnefs,  and  righte- 
"  oufnefs,  and  truth,  proving  what  is  acceptable 
"  unto  the  Lord."  And  to  enable  us  to  pro- 
duce thefe  fruits,  the  comforter  is  to  be  with  us 
for  ever.  He  is  to  guide  and  direct  our  lives, 
and  to  govern  our  converfations.  He  will  never 
leave  us,  nor  forfake  us,  but  will  fupport  us 
with  his  grace  every  moment.  And  this  his 
continual  aiTiftance  our  church  prays  for  in  thefe 
words  :  "  O  God,  forafmuch  as  without  thee  we 
"  are  not  able  to  pleafe  thee,  mercifully  grant 
"  that  thy  holy  fpirit  may  in  ALL  things  direcl 
"  and  rule  our  hearts."  (9th  Sunday  after  Tri- 
nity.) And  again,  "  O  Lord  —  grant  that  by 
"  thy  holy  infpiration  we  may  think  thofe  things 
"  that  be  good,  and  by  thy  merciful  guidance 
"  may  perform  the  fame."  (5th  Sunday  after 
Eafter.)  From  whence  it  is  evident,  that  the 
holy  Spirit  is  our  guide  through  the  journey  of 
life.  The  whole  work  of  fanftification  is  his. 
He  cleanfes  the  heart,  purifies  it,  fills  it  full  of 
faith  and  hope  and  love,  and  enriches  it  with  all 
the  fvveet  and  heavenly  tempers  of  the  bleffed 
Jefus.  He  fan£tifies  every  vifitation  to  God's 
people ;  if  it  be  profperous,  he  keeps  them 
humble  ;  if  it  be  adverfe,  he  arms  them  with  pa- 
tience, and  thus  he  makes  all  things  work  toge- 
ther for  their  good.    God  grant  you  may  all 

find 
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find  thcfe  truths  verified  by  your  own  experi- 
ence :  for  truths  they  are,  and  you  cannot  deny 
them.  If  you  believe  the  word  of  God,  and  if 
you  pay  any  regard  to  the  doctrines  of  our 
church,  you  muft  confefs,  that  the  holy  Spirit  is 
the  author  and  finiflier  of  our  happy  journey 
through  life.  Sinful  fallen  man  has  no  light  to 
dire£t  him  in  the  way,  until  the  holy  Spirit  re- 
move tlie  darknefs  of  t!ic  underftanding,  and 
reveal  every  faving  truth,  and  then  he  fees  the 
paths  which  lead  to  evcrlafting  joy.  This  is  the 
hrft  ftep.  But  when  he  fees  them,  he  has  no 
will  to  walk  in  them.  His  heart  is  fet  againft 
them,  it  is  hard  and  ftony,  and  inflexibly  evil. 
The  holy  fpirit  alone  has  power  to  work  upon 
it,  and  to  melt  it  down  into  a  foft  tender  heart, 
which  will  freely  yield  to  have  the  law  of  God 
engraven  upon  it.  And  after  we  have  taken 
this  ftep,  after  we  have  feen  the  right  road  in 
which  our  journey  lies,  and  are  difpofed  to  walk 
in  it,  yet  we  want  power  to  fuccecd  fuccefs- 
fully.  Sin  made  us  weak  and  infirm,  and  in- 
bred corruption  keeps -us  fo,  and  therefore  the 
fame  good  Spirit,  tliat  v.orkcth  all  in  all,  "murt 
go  along  with  us  every  ftep  to  ftrengthcn  our 
weaknefs,  and  fupport  us  every  moment  to  help 
our  infirmities.  We  are  not  fufficient  for  thefe 
things  of  ourfelves  ;  but  our  fufficiency  is  of  God. 

And  fmce  the  evidence  of  this  dodtrine  is 
clear  and  full,  and  not  to  be  denied  by  any  per- 
fon,  who  allows  tlie  authority  of  fcripture,  I 

may 
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may  here  reft  the  matter  at  prefent,  and  enquire 
what  efFecl  your  afifent  to  it  has  produced.  Ha\  e 
you  defired  to  experience  the  truth  of  it  ?  Or 
have  you  found  the  comfort  of  it  in  your  fouls 
Do  you  remember  when  the  Holy  Spirit  opened 
your  eyes,  and  brought  you  out  of  darknefs  in- 
to his  marvellous  light  ?  Is  your  will  reconciled 
to  the  will  of  God And  are  you  able  to  con- 
form your  lives  and  converfations  to  it  ?  If  you 
are  in  this  happy  ftate,  and  if  before  God  the 
fearcher  of  hearts,  you  can  declare  that  he  has 
done  thefe  wonders  for  your  falvatioo,  O  be 
thankful  unto  him,  and  live  a  life  of  praife  and 
gratitude.  May  the  Holy  Spirit  dire£l:  every 
thought,  and  word,  and  work,  to  the  honour 
and  glory  of  Jefus  Chrift  your  Saviour  and  your 
God.  But 

If  you  call  yourfelves  chriftians,  and  yet  know 
nothing  of  thofe  great  changes,  which  the  Holy 
Spirit  muft  work  in  your  hearts  before  you  are 
chriftians  indeed,  O  confider  in  what  a  danger- 
ous ftate  you  live.  If  God  be  true,  your  fouls 
are  in  darknefs,  your  hearts  in  fin,  and  all  your 
faculties  under  the  power  of  fatan,  and  until 
you  be  enlightened  and  converted,  have  a  new 
heart,  and  a  new  nature,  you  are  children  of 
wrath,  and  if  you  die  in  this  ftate,  you  are  loft  and 
ruined  to  all  eternity.  If  ever  you  fee  the  face 
of  God  with  joy,  you  mull -be  renewed  in  the 
f[3:rlt  of  your  mind.  You  muft  be  made  juft  and 
holy.  All  ihis  muft  be  done.  You  muft  expe- 
rience 
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rience  it,  and  you  will  know  it  as  certainly  as 
you  know  any  truth,  when  the  Holy  Spirit  bears 
teftimony  with  your  fpirits,  that  you  are  the 
children  of  God. 

But  you  have  been  told,  that  this  do£trine  is 
enthufiafm.  It  is  fo,  in  the  opinion  of  the  world, 
and  it  ever  was,  and  ever  will  be.  It  mufl:  be 
enthufiafm  to  the  natural  man  to  talk  of  the  in- 
ward working  of  the  Holy  Spirit ;  for  he  difcern- 
eth  not  the  things  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  neither 
can  he  know  them,  becaufe  he  has  no  fpiritual 
difcernment.  To  a  man  who  never  found  him- 
felf  in  darknefsj  never  felt  the  hardnefs  of  his 
heart,  never  mourned  over  his  inability  to  walk 
in  the  ways  of  holinefs,  it  muft  appear  like  vi- 
fion  and  madnefs  to  talk  of  being  enlightened, 
and  renewed,  and  ftrengthened  in  the  inner  man 
by  the  Holy  Spirit.  And  indeed  this  do£trine 
is  become  ridiculous.  It  is  become  the  very 
mark  and  badge  of  religious  frenzy.  As  foon 
as  you  mention  any  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 
you  are  fuppofed  to  be  a  little  turned  in  tlie 
head,  and  if  you  dare  maintain  the  neceifity  of 
his  grace,  you  are  quite  given  over.  And  this 
lliame  and  reproach  is  hard  to  bear.  Many  per- 
fons,  who  in  their  confciences  alTent  to  the  doc- 
trine, are  terrified  from  owning  it  for  fear  of  the 
world,  and  thereby  lofe  all  its  comforts.  I  am 
acquainted  with  feveral  perfons  in  this  unhappy 
Hate.  God  grant  you  may  be  all  free  from  it. 
But  as  it  is  a  common  temptation,  with  which  it 
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is  probable  every  chriftian  will  be  tried,  it  will 
therefore  be  proper  to  confider  it. 

This  is,  I  fuppofe,  your  Hate.  You  afTent  in 
your  minds  to  the  truth  of  the  do6lrine,  but 
dare  not  own  it  for  fear  of  being  called  enthu- 
fiafts.  What  weaknefs  is  this  ?  Confider  well 
what  you  lofe  by  being  afraid  of  a  nick-name. 
Can  any  thing  be  more  weak  and  foolifli,  than 
to  fet  out  alone  upon  your  journey  for  eternity, 
and  to  rejeft  the  only  guide  who  can  dire£l  you 
fafe,  becaufe  you  will  be  ridiculed  for  following 
his  direftions  ;  and  fo  for  fear  of  being  laughed 
at,  you  blunder  on  in  the  wrong  way,  until  you 
fall  at  laft  into  the  pit  of  deftruction  ?  And  then 
how  will  this  refleftion  add  to  your  mifery,  that 
you  had  no  temptation  to  rcjcft  the  Holy  Spirit's 
guidance,  but  the  ridicule  of  the  world.  The 
fcripture  aflured  you,  that  he  was  your  only  guide, 
and  you  believed  it.  The  church  of  England 
taught  you  to  pray  to  him,  and  to  feek  him  for 
your  only  guide,  and  you  affented  to  her  doc- 
trines. And  yet  you  gave  up  the  fcripture,  gave 
up  the  doftrines  of  your  own  church,  for  fear 
of  a  nick-name  ;  nay  more,  you  gave  up  your 
hopes  of  eternal  glory.  Good  God,  what  ma- 
gic is  there  in  a  name,  that  it  (hould  charm  you 
out  of  heaven  !  How  dreadful  is  reproach,  if 
it  fhould  terrify  you  more  than  hell  !  Should  not 
Ave  have  thought  it  unaccountable,  if  we  did  not 
f-^e  it  every  day,  that  a  hard  name,  which  is  but 
•ci  found  and  nothing  more,  (hould  Avork  fo  won- 
derfully 
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derfully  upon  the  mind.  But,  men  and  brethren, 
ufe  your  reafon.  Will  you  give  up  all  that  is 
.  dear  and  valuable  to  avoid  a  nick-name  ?  Will 
you  lofe  all  the  graces  and  comforts  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  for  fear  of  being  called  an  enthufiaft  ?  Cer- 
tainly you  cannot  a£t  fo  weak  and  wicked  a  part, 
and  you  will  not,  if  you  fly  to  the  Holy  Spirit 
for  grace,  whenever  you  find  reproach  like  to 
ftagger  your  faith.  He  will  enable  you  to  over- 
come the  temptation,  if  you  feek  his  ftrength, 
He  can  fo  arm  you  with  might  in  the  inner  man, 
that  the  ridicule  of  the  world  will  make  no  im- 
preffion  upon  you  ;  nay  he  can  make  it  fweet,  he 
will  enable  you  even  to  bear  it  and  love  it.  God 
grant  you  may  now  feek  his  ftrength.  O  that 
he  may  now  be  prefent  among  you  with  his  al- 
mighty grace,  and  difpofe  every  one  of  you  to 
take  him  for  your  guide  through  the  journey  of 
life,  and  then  he  will  nil  your  hearts  with  that 
perfe£l  love  of  God,  which  will  caft  out  the  fear 
of  men. 

But  if  you  are  not  afFe£led  with  thefc  motives, 
if  you  ftill  fee  no  neceflity  for  being  guided  by 
the  blefled  Spirit,  would  to  God  I  could  difco 
ycr  the  fecret  fprings  of  your  hearts,  and  turn 
them  to  that  adorable  perfon,  whofe  grace  alone 
■'':an  make  you  happy.  O  that  I  could  convince 
you  fo  far,  as  toput  you  this  moment  upon  feeking 
the  gracious  guidance  of  the  eternal  Spirit.  But 
this  is  his  own  work.  Wc  muft  plead  and  in- 
treat,  and  importune  you  to  feek  his  afliftance, 
2  but 
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but  the  fuccefs  muft  come  from  him.  The  word 
itfelf  is  but  a  dead  letter,  unlefs  he  animate  it ; 
and  therefore  the  preaching  of  it  can  have  no 
power,  unlefs  he  accompany  it.  We  may  plant 
and  water,  but  he  muft  give  the  increafe.  O 
that  it  may  be  abundant  this  day  to  the  glory  of 
Jefus  Chrift.  And  all  of  you  who  defire  it,  will 
join  your  hearts  with  mine  in  requefting  it  of 
him. 

O  almighty  God,  who  as  at  this  tirne  didft 
teach  the  hearts  of  thy  faithful  people  by  the 
fending  to  them  the  light  of  thy  Holy  Spirit,  fend, 
we  bcfecch  thee,  the  fame  Spirit  to  enlighten 
our  underftandings,  that  we  may  have  a  right 
judgment  in  all  things,  and  may  his  grace  ope- 
rate with  power  upon  our  hearts,  foftcning 
their  hard  ftony  nature,  and  making  them  wil- 
ling to  obey  the  law  of  God  ;  and  then  grant, 
that  he  may  finifh  this  great  work,  by  enabling 
us  to  proceed  in  the  ways  of  holinefs,  until  we 
happily  end  the  journey  of  life.  O  may  the  eter- 
nal Spirit  come  down  upon  this  whole  congre- 
gation, and  enlighten,  and  renew,  and  ftrength- 
en  every  one  of  us  in  the  inner  man,  that  we 
may  now  and  evermore  rejoice  in  his  holy  com- 
fort, through  the  merits  of  Chrift  Jefus  our  Sa- 
vio\ir,  who  liveth  and  reigneth  with  the  Father' 
and  the  Spirit,  three  perfons  of  equal  honour 
and  glcry,  and  dominion,  now  and  for  ever. 
An:en,  and  Amen. 
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